
THE 


HISTORY 


H I N D O S T A N, 


death of akbar, 


■COMPI ETC SETTLEMENT OF THE EMPIRE UNDER 

AURUNGZEBE. 


TO watca AUK KKtrixei)> 

1. A dissertation on the origin and nature Of 

DESPOTISM IN HINDOSTAN. 

11 AN ENC^UIRY INTO THE STATE OF BENGAL j WITH 
A PXAN rOR RESTORING THAT KINGDOM TO 
ITS FORMER PROSPERITY AND SPLENDOR 


IN THREE VOL 


Bv ALEXANDER 

XlUUT^aAHT'COLOSEt IM THE COKtrANV's SERVICE, 


LONDON: 


PRINTED BY JOHN MURRAY, No PLEET-STREET. 


M DCC Z^lf, 




TO THE 


KING, 

THIS VOLUME 

IS MOST HUMBLY INSCRIBE!), 

B T 

HIS M A J E S T T’s 

MOST DUTIFUL 

MOST HUMBLE 
^ND MOST DEVOTED 

SUBJECT AND SERVANT, 

ALEXANDER. DOW. 




JDVERTISEMLNT. 


THOUGH the Author of this volume de- 
rives by far the greateft part of his fafls from 
^Eaftern writers, he has not overlooked the inter- 
rupted glimpfcs oF the tranfaflions in the hlogul 
•empire, preferved by intelligent Europeans, who 
travelled, the laft century, into India. He relies 
.upon their authority with regard to what they had 
Jeen. He prefers the accounts of domeftic writers, 
to what they only lie draws his informa- 
tion chiefly from the following authors ; and the 
originals are, at this moment, in his hands. 

I. Mirat ul Waridat; or. The Mjrror of 
Occurrences, written by Ma«ommed Stiup- 
FIA of Delhi. He undertook the work at the 
requed of Byram Chan, in the reign of Ma» 
hommed Shaw, He profefles Ins book to be a 
continuation of the work of Ferilhta ; and it 
contains a compendious hiftory of the Mogul 
Empire, from the death of Akbar, to the in- 
vafion of Nadir Shaw. 

II. Jehancire Nammaj or. The History of 
THE Emperor Jehangire. By Matimid 
Chan of Delhi. 

III. Shaw Jehan Namma; or, The History 

OP THE Emperor Shaw Jehan. ByMinzA 
Casim, the fon of Mirza Amin, private fe- 
VoE, III, b cretary 



ADVERTISEMENT. 


cretary to Aurungzebe. Our Author fuccceded 
his father in that ofiice. 

IV. Rose Namma; or, A Journal of the firft 
Ten Years of Aurungzebe. By the fame 
Writer. 

V. Allumgire Nammaj or, The Historv or 
Allumgire or Aurungzebe. By the fame. 
This work is little more than an abridgment of 
the above. 

VI. Mirat Allum ; or. The Mirror of the 
World. By Nazir Buchtar Chan, a 
man of letters, who led a private life near Fe- 
ridabad, within a few miles of Agra, This 
work contains the hiftory of the firfl Ten Years 
of Aurungzebe. 
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DISSERTATION 

COKCERKINC THE 

ORIGIN AND NATURE of r?ESPOTISI\I 

IN 

H 1 N D 0 S T A K 


.G" OVT.RNMENT derives Its form from acci- The cii- 
dem j its fpirit at\d genius from the inherent man- 
nets of the people. The languor occafioncd by d/a. "* 
the hot climate of India, Inclines the naii>es to 
•indolence and eafe j and he thinks the evils* of 
derpotifm lets feNcre than the laboijr of being free. 
Tranquillity is the chief objeft of his defires. , llis 
happinefi confifts in a mere abfence of miibry; 
and opprefljon muli degenerate Into a folly, which 
defeats its own ends belore he calls it by the name 
of injuftice. Thefe phlegmatic fentimetits the In- 
dian carries into his future flate. He thinks it a 
mode of being, in which palTion is loft, and eve- 
ry faculty of the foul fufpetided, except the con- 
feioufnefs of exiftence. , i . > ' ' 

« Other, motives of paflive obedience join iftue favourabte 
.^vith the love of eafe. 'Ihe fun, which enervates t® deCpo- 
his body, produces for him* id a manner fponta-^‘ 
neoufly, ipe , various fruits of r the earth. He 
1 i VoL. in. B fi;ids 
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finds fubfiftence without much toil ; he requires 
little covering but the fliade. The chill blafl of 
winter is unknown ; the feafons arc only marked 
by an arbitrary number of nights and days. Pro- 
perty being in forne meafure unneceffary, be- 
comes of little value ; and men fubinit, without 
reliftance, to violations of right, which may hurt 
but cannot deftroy them. Their religious infti- 
tutions incline them to peace and fubmiilion. T he 
vulgar live with, the auflerity of philofophers, as 
well as with the abllinence of devotees. Averfc 
themfelves to the commiffion of crimes, they rc- 
fent no injuries from others ; and their low diet 
cools their temper to a degree which pallion can- 
not inflame. 

Encourage The fertility of the foil, which in other king- 
coiiqueft. doms contlituics the great profpeiity of the na- 
tives, was a fource of misfortune to the Indians. 
Notwithftanding their abftinence and indolence, 
they were in fome degree induftrious,- and, in \vant 
’ ■ of but few things themfelves,, their own arts, and 
the ’natural pro'duClidns of their country, rendered 
them' opulenti ' V/calch accumulate'd, in the pro- 
■ grefs of time,' upon their hands-) and they became 
objects of depredation to the fierce nations of the 
northern Afia. ' The facility" of incurfion, among 
a.peaceable and-harmlefs-race of hien, encourag- 
ed conqueft;- The ' victors, - inftead of carrying 
the Tpoil' into'' their' native country, • fat down 
where it had been- fdiind ; and- 'added the mini- 
flratidn-of the conquered to the other enjoyments 
of -wealth. ■- ' i . 

-feat ;of- the greatefl: empires, has 
fsrrof ^ been always the nurfe of -the mofl:- abjeCt flaves. 
flavery.*- ’ -1 he ifiountains of - Pcrfia have not' been’ able to 
. -t. : t-he^pro'grefscof the bide- of defpotifm ; nei- 

'ther lias- it been' frozen -in" its-'cb'urfe- through the 
--plains -of the-northqm^ T-artary,:.- by-^ 'the =chill air 

of 
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bf tKe North. But though dcfpotifm governs 
Afia, it appears in diHerent countries under vari- 
ous forms. Tlie Arabs of the defert alone pof- 
fefs liberty, on account of the fletility of their 
foil. Independent of revolmion and change, 
they fee, with unconcern, empires falling and 
rifing around. They remain unconquered by 
arms, V>y \wunTy , \iy cortoptK«v, they aV.« w. vhew 
language, they adhere to their cultoms and man- 
ners, they retain their drefs. Their whole property 
confills of flocks and herds, of their tents and arms. 

They annually make a fmall and voluntary pre- 
fent to the chief of their blood. Tiicy revolt 
agalnfl opprcffion ; and they ate free by nccefiity, 
which they miflakc for choice. When men ale 
ohliged to wander for fubfiflence, defpotifin 
knows not where to find its Haves. 

The Tartar, though a wainicrcr like the Arab, N”""' 
was never equally free. A vjoleni aiiilocracy al. '' 
ways prevailed in the country of the former, e.\-. 
cept in a few (liorc periods, when the fortune of 
one eflablilhed a tranfient defpotifin over the 
whole. Theic man is armed againll man, chief 
againrt chief, and tribe ag.ainll tribe. War is no 
longer a particular profelfion, but the conilant 
occupation of all. Men arc more afr.iid of men 
in the foliiudes of Tartary, than of beads of 
prey., The traveller moves with great circum- 
CpefUnw, -mi hears an enemy in every hint of 
rvind. When he fees a trail in the fand, he 
erodes it, and begins to draw his fword. Though 
the barrennefs pi the country has prevented the 
growth or introduflion of luxury, avarice prermils; 
and he that has the lead to lofe is the mod inde- 
pendent, where life is invariably rifqucd for a tri- 
fling fpoil. Robbery" acquires the more honour- 
able name of Conqueft ; and the adalfin is dig- 
nified with the title of Wanior. 

B 2 
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and Afgan mountains which feparatc Perfia fron^ 

Trades. India, the nature and face of the country have 
formed a different fpccies of fociety. Every^ val- 
ley contains a community fubjecl to a prince, 
whofe defpotifm is tempered, by an idea eflabli fil- 
ed among bis people, that he is the chief of their 
blood, as well as their fovcrcign. They obey 
him without reluftance, as they derive credit to 
their family from his greatnefs. They attend hitn 
in his wars, with the attachment which children 
have for a parent *, and his government, though 
fevere, partakes more of the rigid difciplinc of a' 
general, than of the caprice of a dcfppt. Rude 
as the face of their country, and fierce and wild 
as the florms which cover their mountains, they 
love incurfion and depredation, and delight in 
plunder and in battle. United firmly to their 
friends in war, to their enemies faithlcfs and cruel. 
They place jufiice in force, and conceal treachery 
under the name of addrefs. Such are the Afgans 
or Patans, who conquered India, and held it for 
ages. 

TfthTpT- defpotifm which the Patans ehablilhed in 

tan? dilie- their conquefls, partook of the violence of their 
national charafeer at home. Their goveinmenc 
was oppreffive 'through pride, and tyrannical 
from paflion rather than from avarice. Reinforc- 
ed by fucceflive migrations from the mountains 
of Afganifian, they retained their native fpirit in 
the midR of the luxuries of India. When the 
monarch became voluptuous . and degenerate, 
they fupplied his place with fome hardy chieftain 
from the noith, who communicated his own vi- 
gour to the great machine of the Rate. The em- 
pire was fupported by a. fucceflion of abilities, 
father than by a hereditary fucceflion of princes ; 
anJ it uas me countrymen, and not the poflerity 

of 
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of the Tuft conquerors, ho continued the do- 
minion of the PatAns over India. 

The conqueft of inclia by the family of Timur, 
proceeded Irom the abilities of one man, and Mo^Jin 
not from the efibrt of a nation. Ihbcr himfelf 
was a (Irangcr in the country in which he reigned, 
before he penetrated beyond the Indus. His 
troops confined of foldtcrs of fortune, from 
^a^ious countries; his ofliccrs were men vtlio 
owed their rank to merit, not to fuccefHon. The 
religion of Mahommed, which they in common 
profelTed, and their obedience to one leader, 
were the only ties which united the conquerors 
upon their arrival; and tlieyiverc foon diHipatcd 
in the cxtenfi\c dominions which their arms 
fubdued. The charafler of the priuceweni down 
on the current of government ; and the mild 
difpofition of ’his fuccefTors contributed to con- 
firm the humane dcfpotifm which he had intro- 
duced into his conquers. 

A continued inuu'c of Arangcis from thetWeof’ 
northern Afin, became neceflary' for the fupport 
of princes who profeHed a dilfcrent faitli with 
their fubjefls, in the vaA empire of India. The 
army was recruited with Toldicrs from dilTercnt 
nations ; the court was occupied by nobles from 
various kingdoms The latter were followersoF 
the Mahommedan religion. In the regulations 
and fpirit of the Coran, they loft their primary 
and charafteriftical ideas upon government ; and 
the whole fyftcm was formed and enlivened by the 
limited principles which Mahommed promulgated 
in the defarts of Arabia. 

The faith of Mahommed is peculiarly cnicular- their 
ed for defpotifm ; and it is one of the greateft religion, 
caufes which muft fix for ever the duration of 
thatfpecies of government in the Faft. The ie- 
giflator furnifhes a proof of this pofition in his 

o\v 
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own condu£V, He derived his fuccefs from the 
fword, more than from his eloquence and addrefs. 
The tyranny he eftabliflied was of the moft ex- 
tenfive kind. He enflaved the mind as well as 
the body. The abrupt argument of the fword 
brought conviSion, v. hen perfuafion and delufion 
failed. He effected a revolution and change in 
the human mind, as well as in ftates and empires ; 
and the ambitious will continue to fupport a fyf? 
tern which lays its foundation on the paffive obe- 
dience of thofe whom Fortune has once placed 
beneath their power, 
rerpotifm unlimited power which Mahommedanifm 

gives to every man in his own family, habituates 
mankind to flavery. Every child is taught, from 
his infancy, to look upon his father as the abfolute 
difpofer of life and death. The number of wives 
and concubines which the more wealthy and pow- 
erful entertain, is a caufe of animofity and quar- 
rel, which nothing but afevere and unaccountable 
' power in the mailer of a family can leprefs. 

This private fpecies of defpotifm is, in miniature, 
the counter-part of what prevails in the Hate ; 
and it has the fame effedt, in reducing all the paf- 
fions under the dominion of fear. Jealoufy itfelf, 
that moll violent of the feelings of the foul, is 
curbed within the walls of the haram. The wo- 
men may pine in fecret, but they mull clothe 
their features with cheerfulnefs when their lord 
appears. Contumacy is produftive of immediate 
punilhment. They are degraded, divorced, chaf- 
tifed,'and even fometimes put to death, accord- 
ing to the degree of their crime or obllinacy, or 
the wrath of the offended hulband. No enquiry 
is made concerning their fate. Their friends may 
murmur ; but the laws provide no redrefs ; for 
no appeals to public juftice ilfue forth from the 
haram. 


Young 
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Young men, \^ith their minds moulded to fub- <'rthpr sr- 
jcilioii, become themfcUcs mafteis of families in 
thecourfeof time. I heir power being confined 
within their own walls, they cxcrcife, in pri\arc, 
that defpotirm which they in public dread. But 
though they are freed from domcAic t)ranny, they 
Hill continue lla\es. GoxernoTS, magiAratus, and 
inferior ofilcers, in\encd with the power of the 
principal defpot, whofe wilHs law to the empire, 
exercife their authority with rigour. The idea of 
paflise obedience is carried through etcry \ein of 
the Rate. The machine connc£led in all its parts, 
by arbitrary fw ay, is moved by the a£li\c fpirit 
of the prince ; and the lenity or opprcflitencfs of 
government, in all its departments, depends upon 
the natural difpofition of his mind. 

The law of compenfaiion for murder, nutho- 
rifed by the Coran, is attended with pernicious ** 
cffe^ls. It deprcHls the fpirit of the poorj and murder, 
encourages the rich i(\ the unmanly paflion of re- 
venge. 1 he price of blood in India is not the 
third part of thetalue of a horfe. 'Ihc innate 
principles of jufticc and humanity arc weakened, 
b) thefe means} fecurity is taken fiom focieiy, 
as rage may frequently get the beiier ol the loic 
of money. A religion which indulges individuals 
in a crime, at which the reft of mankind fiiuddcr, 
leaves ample room for the cruelty of a prince. 
AccuAomed to fit in judgment on criminals, he 
becomes habituated to death, lie miflakcs pafiion 
for jufticc. Ills nod is condemnation ; men arc 
dragged to execution, %viili an abrupinefs whicli 
prevents fear. 'Jlie incident has ro confequence, 
but to imprefs terror on the guilty or fiifpefled ; 
and the fpefVators fcarcely heed a circumftance, 
which its frequency has made them to expeft. 

The frequent bathing inculcated by the Goran, EwUmg 
has, by debilitating the body, a great cfiedl on 

the 
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the mind. Habit makes the warm baili n luxury 
of a bewitching kind. 'I’iic women fpend whole 
days in water ; and haflcn by it the approach of 
age. The indolence of the men, which induces 
them to follov/ every mode of placid plcnfiirc, re- 
commends to them a practice which Mahommed 
has made a tenet of religion. The prohibition of 
wine is alfo favourable to dcfpotifm. It prevents 
that free communication of fcnlimcnt \Uiich 
awakens mankind from a torpid indi/fercncc to 
their natural fights. They become cold, timid, 
cautious, referved and intcrcflcd ; flrangcrs to 
thofe warm paflions, and that cheerful elevation of 
mind, which render men in forne mcafurc honeft 
and fincere. In the Eafl., there are no public 
places of meeting, no communications of fenti- 
ments, no introduOion to private friendfliip. A 
fullenncfs, and a love of retirement prevail, 
which difunite mankind ; and as all afibciations 
among men are prevented, the hands of govern- 
ment are llrenglhened by the very virtue of tem- 
perance. 

Predefti- The doflrine of a rigid fate, or abfolute pre- 

nation. deftination, which forms one of the principal tc-*^ 
nets of the Mahonfmedan religion, has a great in- 
fluence on the charadVer and manners of men. 
When this opinion is adopted as an article of faith, 
the neceflity of precaution is inculcated in vain. 
The fatalift begins an adion becaufe human na- 
ture is incapable of abfolute idlenefs ; but when 
a love of repofe invites him, when an obflacle 
arifes before him to thwart his defigns, he has no 
motive for perfeverance. He waits for another 
day, perhaps for another month : he at lafl; trulls 
the whole to Providence, and makes God the 
^ agent in his very crimes. Mifcarriage can be no 
difgracc where fuccefs depends not on abilities ; 

and 
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snd tlic genera) w)]o lofcs a bailie through his 
own pufillanimity,lays the blame upon Providence. 

The exicnfivc polygamy permitted by the Pohpmr- 
law of Mahonimcd, has a fatal cfTefl on the 
minds of his followers ; but it has its advantages 
as well as its dcfc£ls. The peculiar nature ol 
the climate fubjects women to direafes, and hurries 
them forward in a few years to age. One man 
TCtainb his vigour beyond the common fucceflion 
of three women through their prime; and the law 
for a multiplicity of wives is necclTary for the flip- 
port of the human race. Rut the cuhom weakens 
paternal afieflion; for as a hulband cannot equally 
divide his regard among many women, tlic chil- 
dren of the favourite ^Yill be preferred. Even 
ihefe will not be much beloved. The lofs of a 
child is no misfortune ; andthccarcof preferving 
it is lelTened, by the opportunity which the num- 
ber of his women furnilhes to the father for be- 
getting more. The child liimfelf is no ftranger 
to this indifference j and he fails in proportion in 
his duty. Befides, the jcaloufy between mothers 
in the harara grows into iiatred among their fons. 

I'he affeflion between brothers is annihilated at 
home ; and when they iffiic forth into the world, 
they carry their animofitics into all the vaiious 
Iranfaflions of life. ‘ 

T'befc rebgiows tenets, wbkb ate fo favourable Conceit- 
to defpotifm, are accompanied with fingular opi- o’entof 
nions and cuffoms, which areabroliite enemies to 
freedom and independence. 'J'he concealment 
of their women is facred among the Mahomme- 
dans. Brothers' cannot vifit them in private ; 
flrangers muft never fee them. This exceflive 
jealoufy is derived from various caufes. It pro- -- 
ceeds from religion, which inculcates female mo- 
delly; it arifes partly from the policy of govern- 
ment ; it is derived from the nature of the cli- 
mate. 
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mate, where continence is a more arduous virtue 
than in the bleak regions of the north. ^ Honour 
confills in that which men are moft folicitous to 
fecure. 'I'he challit}^ of his wives is a point, 
without which the Afiatic muft not live. The 
defpot encourages the opinion ; as the pofleffion 
of the women of his moft powerful fubjeds is a 
fufficient pledge for their faith, when abfent in 
expedition and war. 

When the governor of a province falls under 
the fufpicion of difaffeflion for his prince, the 
firft ftep taken againft him, is an order iffued, for 
lending his women to court. Even one of his 
wives, and fhe too not the bell beloved, will 
bind him to his allegiance. His obedience to this 
mandate is the true teft of his defigns. ■ If he in- 
ftantl}' obeys, all fufpicions vanifli ; if he hefitates 
a'moment, he is declared a rebel. His affection 
for the woman is not the pledge of his fidelity 
but his honour is, in her perfon, in the cullody 
of his fovereign. Women are fo facred in India, 
that even the common foldiery leave them unmo- 
lefled in the midfi: of flaughter and devaftation. 
The haram is a fanftuary againft all the licenti- 
oufnefs of viQory ; and ruffians, covered with 
the blood of a hufband, Ihrink back wdth confu- 
fion from the fecret apartments of his wives. 

In the filence wffiich attends defpotifm, every 
• thing is dark and folemn. Juftice itfelf is exe- 
cuted with privacy j and fometimes a folitary gun, 
fired at midnight from the palace of the defpot, 
proclaims the work of death. Men indulge 
thcmfelves under the veil of fecrecy ; and rejoice 
in iheir good fortune, w'hen their pleafures can 
cfcapc the eye of their prince. Voluptuoufnefs 
is, therefore, preferred to luxury. Ihe enjoy- 
incut of the company of women is the chief ob- 
j-,cl of hie among ifie great j and when they re- 
tire 
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tUe into ihc fancluary of the Iiaram, tlicy forget, 
in a variety of charms, their precarious fituaiion 
in the flate. The ncceflary privacy enhances the 
indulgence; and ilie extreme fcnfibility, perhaps, 
peculiar to tlie natives of a hot climate, carries 
pleafure to an cxccfs which unmans the mind. 

Men are polfclTed of fomcihing which they are 
afraid to lofe ; and dcfpoiifm, which is founded 
on the principles of fear and indolence, derives 
Aabiliiy and permanency from the defers and 
vices of its flat cs. 

The feeds of dcfpoiifm, wJuch the nature oFR«fi*Q‘‘ 
the climate and fernruy of the foil had Town in 
India, were, as has been obferved, reared lopcr- 
feft growth by the Mabommcilan faitit. When 
a people have been long fubjeO;cd to atbiirary 
power, their return to liberty is .arduous and aU 
mod impodiUlc. Slavery, by tt\c lUcngth of cuf- 
tom, is blended with human nature; and that 
undefined fomcihing, called Public Virtue, cxifts 
no more. '1 lie fubjccl never thinks of reformat 
tion ; and the prince, who only has it in his 
power, will introduce no innovations to abridge 
his own authority. Were even the defpot pof- 
fefied of the enlhufiafin of public fpirir, the peo- 
ple would revolt .ngainfl the iniroduflion of free- 
dom ; and revert to that form of government, 
which takes the trouble of regulation from their 
hands. 

The fimpliciiy of defpoufm recommends it to on th? n*. 
an indolent and ignorant race of men. Its obvi- 
ous impartiality, its prompt judicc, its immediate 
feverity againd crimes, dazzle the eyes of the fu- 
perficial, and raife in their minds a veneration 
little Ihort of idolatry for their prince. When he 
is active and determined in his ineafures, the great 
machine moves with a velocity which throws vi- 
gour into the very extremities of the empire. 
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His violence, and even bis caprices, are virtues^j 
\^here the waters mufl; be always agitated to pre- 
ferve their frelhnefs ; and indolence and irrefolu- 
tion can be his only ruinous viqes. The firft in- 
deed may injure the ftate ; but by the latter it 
mufl be undone. A fevere prince, by his jea- 
loufy of his own authority, pt events the tyranny 
of others ; and, though fierce and arbitrary in 
himfelf, the fubjeft derives a benefit from his be- 
ing the foie defpot. His rage falls heavy on the 
dignified flavrs of his prefence; but the people 
efcape his fury in their diftance from his hand. 

of defj-o- 'X he defpotic form of government is not, how- 

lifm. f, ‘ ° , 

ever, fo terrible in its nature, as men born m 
free countries are apt to imagine. Though no 
civil regulation can bind the prince, there is one 
great law, the ideas of mankind with regard to 
right and wrong, by which he is bound, \yhen 
he becomes an affaflin, he teaches others to ufe 
the dagger againfi; himfelf; and wanton adls of 
injuftice, often repeated, deftroy by degrees that 
opinion which is the foie foundation of his power. 
In the indifference of his fubjefls for his perfon 
and government, he becomes liable to the con- 
fpiracies of courtiers, and the ambitious fchemes 
ot his relations. He may have many flaves, but 
he can have no friends. His perfon is expofed to 
injury, A certainty of impunity may arm even 
cowards againfi him ; and thus, by his exceffive 
ardour for power, he with his authority lofes his 
life. 

Hefpntifm appears in its mofl engaging form, 
ctr Eaber. under the Imperial houfe of Timur. The un- 
common abilities of mofl of the princes, with the 
mild and humane charafler of all, rendered Hin- 
doOan the mofl flourifhing empire in the world 
during nvo complete centuries. The manly and 
generous temper of Baber permitted not opprefli- 

on 
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bn to attend the viftories ofhisfword. He came 
with an intention to govern the nations whom he 
fubdued; and felfifii motives joined iflue with hu- 
manity in not only fpai'ing, but proteSing the 
vanquifhed. His invafion was no abrupt incurfz- 
on for plunder; and he thought the ufual income 
of the crown a fufficicnt reward for his toil. His 
nobles were gratified with the emoluments of go- 
vernment; and, from difpofuion, an enemy to 
ufelefs pomp and grandeur, he chofe that his 
treafury fhould be gradually filled with the furplus 
of the revenue, than with the property of indivi- 
duals, whom the fortune of war had placed be- 
neath his power. Awed by his high charafler, 
the companions of his vidories carried his mild- 
nefs and flrid equity through all the departments 
of government. The tytanny of the family of 
Lodi was forgotten ; and the arts, which bad 
been fupprefled by a violent defpotifm, began to 
rear their heads, under the temperate dominion 
bf Baber. 

Humaioon, though not equal in abilities to his Humai- 
father, carried all his mild virtues into the throne, 

He was vigilant and adive in the adminifiratiotl 
ofjufiice,' he fecured property by his edids ; and, 
an enemy to rapacity himfelf, he pnnilhed the 
oppreflive avarice of his deputies in the provinces. 

The troubles which difiurbed his reign were the 
effed of the ambition of others; and his expul- 
fion from the throne was lefs a misfortune to him 
than to his fubjeds. "When he returned with 
vidory, 'he left the mean pafilon of revenge be- 
hind. He punilhed not his people for bis own 
difaflers; he feemed to forget the paft, in the 
prol^ied of doing future good. The nations of 
India felt, by the benefit received from his pre- 
fence, how much they had loft by his abfence. 
Though w'orn out under a fucceflion of tyrants, 

during 
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during his exile/ Hindoflan bepn to revive when 
he re-mounfed the throne. His fudden and un-j 
expefted death portended a florm, which was 
dilBpated by the fplendid abilities and virtues of 
his fon. 

Akbaf. Akbar was polTeiTed of Baber’s intrepidity in 
war, of Humaioon’s mildnefs in peace. Bold, 
manly, and eriterprizing, he was an enemy to 
oppreffion; and he hated cruelty, as he was a 
Itranger to fear. In the more fplendid bufinefs 
of the field, he forgot not the arts of peace. He 
eftablilhed, by edift, the right of the fubjecl to 
transfer his property wiihont the confent of the 
crown, and by ordering a regifter of the fixed 
rents of the lands to be kept in the courts of juf- 
tice in every diftrict, he took from his officers the 
power of oppreffing the people. Severe in his 
juftice, he never forgave extortion. He promot- 
ed juft complaints againft the fervants of the 
crown, by various proclamations. He encou- 
raged trade, by an exemption of duties through 
the interior provinces ; and by the invariable 
proteflion given to merchants of all nations. He 
regarded neither the religious opinions, nor the 
countries of men : all who entered his dominions 
were his fubjefts, and they had a right to his juf- 
tice. He iffued an edifl which was afterwards 
revived by Aurungzebe, that the rents flrould not 
be increafed upon thofe who improved their lands ; 
which "wife regulation encouraged induftry, anci 
became a fource of wealth to the ftate. 

Jdr.vguc. jehangire, though unfit for the field, ‘trod in 
his father’s path in regulating the civil aflairs of 
the ftate. Imoreffed with a high fenfe of the abi° 
lilies of Akbar, he continued all his edicts in 
force ; and he was the invariable proteflor of the 
people againft the rapacity and tyranny of his 
own officers. In his adminiftration of juftice, be 

was 
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was fcrupulous, fevere, and exa^t ; and if he 
at any time gave a wrong decifion, it proceeded 
from a weaknefs, rather than from a vice of the 
mind. 

‘ His fon, Shaw Jehan, was poflefled of better •ihiw je- 
parts, and was more attentive than Jehangire to 
the bufmefs of the fubjed. He was minutely ac- 
quainted with the date of the empire, and being 
free from that caprice and whim which threw a 
kind of difgrace on the authority of his father, he 
rendered his people happy by the gravity, judice, 
and folemnity of his decifions. The empire flou- 
ri/hed under his upright and able adminidration. 
Oppreflion was unknown from the officers of the 
crown, on account of the vigilance qf the empe- 
ror; and the dridt impartiality which he eda- 
bliffied in the courts of jadice, diminiffied inju- 
ries between man and man. 

Aurungzebe, to whom budnefs was amufe- Aurung. 
ment, added the mod extcnfive knowledge of the * 
affairs of the empire, to an unremitting applica- 
tion. He made himfelf minutely acquainted with 
the revenue paid by every didrift, with the mode 
of proceeding in the inferior courts, and even 
with the charafter and difpofition of the feveral 
judges. He ordered the regider of the rents to 
be left open for the inlpeftion of all, that the 
people might diflinguifh extortion from the juft 
demands of the crown. lie commanded, that 
men verfed in the ufages of the feveral courts, in 
the precepts of the Coran, and in the regulations 
edablifhed by edifts, diould attend at the public 
expence, and give their opinion to the poor in 
matters of litigation. He edabliflied a mode of 
appeal beyond certain Aims; and he difgraced 
judges for an error in judgment, and punidied 
them feverely for corruption and partiality. His 
activity kept the great machine of governinent.in 

motion 
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motion through all its members : his penetrating 
eye followed oppreffion to its mofl: fecret retreats^ 
and his Hern juftice eftablifhed tranquillity, and 
fecured property over all his extenfive domi- 
nions. 

S'ate of When Baber, 'u the head of his army, took 
landtd poffeflion of the dominions of 'the Imperial family 
of Lodi, he continued to the crown the property 
of all the lands. 'Fhefe being annually rented 
out to the fubjeft, furnilhed thofe immenfe reve- 
nues which fupported the unequalled fplendor of 
his fuccelTors in the throne. The property of in- 
dividuals confifted, at firft, of moveables and mo- 
ney only ; and the officers of the crown could 
not even difpofe of thefe by will, without the 
written confent of the prince. Time, however, 
wrought a change in things. The pofterity of 
Baber alienated, for particular fervices,' eftates 
from the crown in perpetuity ; and thefe defend- 
ed in fucceffion by will, or if the proprietor died 
f inteftate, by an equal divifion to liis children, ac- 

cording to the law of the Coran. This kind of 
property was alfo transferable by fale *, and it has 
been judged, that one third part of’ the empire 
was given away by this fpecies of grants from the 
crown. 

pruperty: Thefe grants, however, were not always a fuf-' 

ficient fecurity againh the violence of the crown. 
Some of the emperors found themfelves obliged 
to refume many eftates by an edift ; and it muft 
be conlcffied, that political neceffity juftined the 
meafure. Princes who contended for the empire 
were lav iffi in their donations ; and, had not an 
a:; ol refumption fometimes taken place, the re- 
venue of the crown would, in piocefs of time, 
have been annihilated. There was, however, a 
kind of equivalent given to the proprietors; a 
petition was fettled upon themfelves, and their 

children 
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children were received into the fenrice of the go- 
vernment. The wealth of the officers of the 
crown is, after their death, confidered as Impe- 
rial property *, but unlcfs it is immenfe, it is ne- 
ver appropriated by the prince ; and even in that 
cafe, a proper provifion is made for the children, 
and they have, by an eflabliffied cuftom, a right 
to be employed in fome of the departments of 
the date. The women of the deceafed receive 
annual penfions according to their rank; and 
they may either live in widowhood, or make 
new alliances by marriage. 

The Mogul fyftem of government admits of no 
hereditary honours. Every man muft owe his ” 
preferment and rank to himfelf, and to the favour 
of his prince. High birth, however, was re- 
fpefled ; and, to a perfon of abilities, it was a 
great recommendation at the court of princes 
proud of their own noble origin. The ranks 
and degrees of nobility were, for the moft part 
official, excepting thofe of the military kind. 

Judges, men of letters, and eminent merchants, 
have been frequently dignified with titles, and 
admitted into the circle of the principal nobles 
in the Imperial prefence. The nobles confided 
of three orders. The Emirs, who were the firft 
officers of date, and the viceroys of provinces ; 
the Chans, who held high polls in the aimy; 
and the Bahadurs, who may in fome meafure 
be compared to our knights. The number of 
which ihefe three orders confifted was arbitrary, 
and each’of them had peculiar privileges in the 
empire, and a demand on the refpeft of the un- 
dignified part of the fubjefls. l * 

.The courfe of juftice ran through the fame gra- 
dations, which the general reafon of mankind 
feems to have eflabliffied in all countries fubjeft 
to regular governments. The provinces were 
VoL. ill. C divided 
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divided into diftria^ ; in each of which a judge, 
appointed by the emperor, decided in criminal 
as well as civil affairs. He pronounced judg- 
■ ipent on capital offences, but his fentence was 
never put in execution without the confent and 
warrant of the governor of the province. In dif- 
putes concerning property, there lay an appeal 
to the fupreme court, in which the viceroy pre- 
fided in perfon. Every province was, in minia- 
ture,- a copy of the empire.- Three principal 
judges, with high titles of dignity, fat, with ma- 
ny affeffors, in the capital. They not only de- 
cided upon appeals, but fuits might originate be- 
fore them. The emperor himfelf, in the prefence 
of his nobles, prefided almoft every day in this 
court, which generally fat for two hours in the 
hall of public juffice. 

When the matter appeared clear, the prince, 
without much hefitation, pronounced- judgment j 
w'hen it was doubtful, witneffes .were examined, 
.and the opinion of the judges aflted on the point 
.of.law. Should .the fuit appear intricate, it was 
referred to the judgment of the court in their 
own common hall; but the fubjedt might appeal 
from their dechion to the emperor and his affef- 
fors in the chamber of audience.. Thefe courts, 
both when the monarch was prefent and when he 
was abfent, were left open to the people. No 
judgment was ever pronounced fecretly, except 
when the power .of ’the delinquent rendered a 
public trial dangerous to the (late; 
of The great officers of ftate, by a kind of pre- 
-feription, formed a council v/hich anfwers to our 
cabinet. Ihe emperor afked their advice upon 
affairs of moment;’ he heard .their fentiments, 
but nothing came ever to a vote. They were 
his advifers, but they had no controul on his pow- 
er. He frequently called to this council men in 

inferior 
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inferior departments j and when the deliberation 
concerned any particular province, the nobles 
beft acquainted with that part of the empire, were 
admitted into the cabinet. The offences of the 
firft rank of nobility came under the cognizance 
of this council, as well as other matters of ftate. 

They were a kind of jury, who found the matters 
of fad, and the fovereign pronounced the fen- 
tence. He might, by his dcfpotlc power, iffue out 
a warrant of death without their advice; but the 
known opinions of mankind on that fubjed bound 
him l^ke a law. 

To thefe great lines of the government of the Reilefli- 
Moguls, fome relledions may be joined. Con-®”* 
quells made by incurfion, rather tlian by war, 
mull be retained by v iolence. 1 he fword, w’hich 
obtained the empire, fupported U under tite boufc 
of Timur. Their fubjeds obeyed litem from ne- 
cefftty more tlian from choice ; and the lenu j of 
their adminiftration arofe more from the mildnefs 
of their dUpofuion, than from the fpirit of their 
regulations. The defpotic principles of the Tar- 
tars, ingrafted upon the Maliommedan tenets of 
religion, led to force; and feemed to recognize 
no obedience, but that which proceeded Irom 
fear. Ihis circumrtance obliged the delpot to 
inveft his deputies in the provinces with a great 
part of his power j and when they left his capital, 
they only did not abfolutely rife from fubjeds into 
princes. 

This communication of power, though in fome on the 
meafureneceffary to command the people, became 
dangerous to the prince, 'i he imperial deputies • 

began to lofe their allegiance in proportion to 
their diftance from the throne. The governors 
became, in fome meafure, independent, though 
they profeffed obedience to the Imperial edids. 

A certain portion of the revenue was remitted to 
C 2 court j 
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court; and the deputy, in a venal court, found means 
frequently to retain the favour of his prince, when 
he difobeyed his commands. Every idea of loyally 
was, towards the decline of the empire, dcflroycd 
among the people of the diflant provinces. They 
heard of an emperor, as the fuperflitious hear of 
a guardian angel, whom they never behold. An 
indifference for his fate fuccecdcd to his want of 
power. A peafant, at the end of many months, 
was informed of a revolution at Delhi. He flopc 
not his oxen, nor converted the plow-fharc into a 
fword. lie whiffled unconcerned along his field ; 
and enquired not, perhaps, concerning the name 
of the new prince. 

of power. Notwithflanding this indifference in the inferior 
fort, the emperor every day extended fymp- 
toms of his fuperior power to the very extre- 
mities of his empire. Ilis edids were tranfmitted 
to every diflrid; they were publicly read, and 
regiftered in the courts of juflice. They became 
a fecurity to the people againfl the ivnpofiiions of 
the governor. An appeal lay from his decifinns, 
by a petition to the emperor in the hall of audi- 
ence. This doctrine w as inculcated by the edids ; 
and fome of the opprelfed took advantage of the 
promife of juflice which they contained. Their 
petitions, whenever they found accefs to the 
throne, were heard with the attention which a 
jealous prince pays to his own power ; and there 
are many inflances in which the governors of pro- 
vinces have been feverely puniflicd for an ad of 
injuftice to a poor peafant. Never to forgive op- 
preffions againfl the hclplefs and low, was an 
eflablifhed maxim among all the princes of the 
houfe of Timur. 

difpofmg of the fucceffion natu-' 
rally belongs to a defpot. During his life, his 
pleafure is the law. When he dies, his authority 

ccafes ; 
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ceafes ; but the ftrength of cuftom has made his 
'will, in favour of any of his fons, a fupetior title 
to promogeniture. The power is, in fome mea- 
fure neceflary. A prince having an independent 
right of fucceffion to the throne, might be very 
troublefome to his father in an empire eftablilhed 
on the principles which we have deferibed. The 
weight which he might derive from his hopes, 
would clog the wheels of government, which, under 
a fyflem of defpotifm, can admit of no delays, no 
obftrudlions, no divided or limited power. Per- 
fonal abilities, under fuch a fyftem, are more ne- 
ceflary than under eftabliflied laws. A weak 
■prince brings more calamities than a civil war, 

A minority is dreadful j and it can fcarce exift, 
where the voice of the prince is the living law, 
which moves the whole machine of the ftate. 

Neceflity frequently excufes, ’in the eyes offucceflion 
•mankind, the word of crimes. A prince of abi. 
lities, who mounts a throne in the Eaft by the ex. 
clufion of an elder brother,'' efcapes the detefta- 
tion of his fubjeOs from the good which they hope 
to derive from his fuperior parts. Even fratricide 
lofes its name in felf-prefervation, combined with 
' the public good. The greatnefs of the crime is 
ecHpfed by the greatnefs of the objeft. Succefs 
is a divine decifion 5 and the ftate gives up the 
lives of the unhappy fufferers, as a facrifice to its 
own repofe. To be born a prince, is therefore a 
misfortune of the worft and moft embarrafllng 
kind. He mull die by clemency, or wade through 
the blood of his family to fafety and empire. 

The Hindoos, or the followers of the Brahmin 
faith, are in number far fuperior to the Mahom- 
medans in Hindoftan. The fyftem of religion, 
which they profefs, is only perfeflly known in the 
efTeft which it has upon the manners of the peo- 
ple, Mild, humane, obedient, and induftiious, 

they 



xxli 


of the 


Hindoo 

goreni- 

mcnt. 


DISSERTATION ON THE ORIGIN 

tliey are of all nations on earth the moll 
eafily conquered and governed. Their govern- 
ment, like that of all the inhabitants of Afia, is 
defpotic; it is, in fuch a manner, tempered by 
the virtuous principles inculcated by their religi- 
on, that it feems milder than the moft limited 
monarchy in Europe. Some of the reigning 
princes trace their families, with clearnefs, above 
four thoufand years ; many of them, in a dubious 
manner, from the dark period which we place 
beyond the flood. Revolution and change are 
things unknown ; and aflaflinations and confpira- 
cies never exift. 

Penal laws are fcarce known among the Hin- 
doos •, for their motives to bad aftions are few. 
Temperate in their living, and delicate in their 
conftitutions, their paflions are calm, and they 
have no objed but that of living with comfort 
and eafe. Timid and fubmiflive, from the cold- 
nefs of a' vegetable diet, they have a natural ab- 
horrence to blood. .Induftrious and frugal, they 
poffefs wealth which they never ufe. Thofe coun- 
tries, governed by native princes, which lay be- 
yond the devallations of the Mahbmmedans, are 
rich, arid cultivated to the highefl; -degree. Their 
governors encourage induftry and commerce ; 
and it is to the ingenuity of the Hindoos, we owe 
all the fine manufaflures in the Eafl;. During 
the empire of the Moguls, the trade of India 
was carried on by the followers of Brahma. The 
bankers, fcribes, and managers of finance were 
native Hindoos, and the wifefl; princes of the 
family of Timur protedled and encouraged fuch 
peaceable arid ufeful fubjedls. 

The nation of the Mahrattors, though chiefly 
compofed of Rajaputs, or that tribe of Indians 
•whole chief bufinefs is war, retain the mildnefs 
of their countrymen in their domeftic govern- 
ment. 
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men!. When their armies carry tlcliruflinn ami 
death into the territories of Mahntnme.lant, all 
is quiet, happy, anj regular at home. No 
Tobher) is to he drcaileJ, tin impornion or ob. 
flruflion ftcra il e oiiiects of poicrnmcni, no 
protcflion necefTary bst tl c fita.'e. To he .a 
firanjer is a fuTeient fccuriiy. I’rosifmns ate 
fomifiied by horpjtalit; ; ami sshea a peafant is 
afi.ed for nater, he runs ssitli rrrai al.-criis, ami 
fetches laailk. 'Hiis is no ii!c.a\ piclurc of Itappi- 
nefs. llic Author of the Difiertation, who tra- 
s died lately into the rountrs of the Mahraitorr, 
asers, from c-tperience, the ttuth of his obfersa- 
tions. Hut the Mahiatlorr, who have been re- 
prefentedas barbariant, areaptcat ami tifinpjieo- 
pie, fubjefl to a tcjular government, the ptinci* 
pluof which arc founded on virtue. 
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STATE OF BENGAL UNDER THE MOGVlS. 
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JL H E of fodiR, though long of great 

importance (o this kingdom, have only very lately 
become objeils of public attention. Fafls coming 
from afar made little impreflion : their novelty 
could not roufe, nor their varietyamufe the mind. 
'With a felfdetiial uncommon in a fpirited nation, 
tve heard, without emotion, of the great aGions 
of fome of our countrymen ; and, if we likened 
to any detail of oppreffions committed by others, 
it was with a pHegmalic indifference, nnwoTthy of 
our hoafted humanity# A general diftafle for the 
fubjeft prevailed *, an age, marked with revoluti- 
on and change, feemed ready to pafs away, with- 
out 



XK.\1 


'Defign of 
the Au- 
thor. 


A brief 
account 


AN ENQJJIRY INTO THE 

out being fenfible of events which will render it 
important in the eyes of pofterity. 

The current of public opinion has, at lengthy 
taken another diredion. hfen are rouzed into 
attention, with regard to a fubjedl; which concerns 
the welfare of the (late. They begin to decide, 
in their own minds, upon affairs which Hand in 
need of the interpofition of the nation ; and they 
fiiew an inclination to be informed, as well as a 
willingnefs to correcf miftakes and to redrefs 
grievances. This confideration has induced the 
author of the following obfervations, to fubmit 
them, with all due deference, to the public. He 
has been, for years, a filent fpeflator of the 
tranfaclions of the Britifii nation in the Eaft ; and 
it is, from the means of information which he has' 
pofTeffed, that he hopes to give fomething new to 
the world. With hands guiltlefs of rapine and 
depredation, he alfumes the pen without preju- 
dice, and he wdll ufe it with all decent freedom 
without fear. 

The empire of the Hindoos over all India, 
came down from the darkeft and mod remote 
antiquity, to the 170th year before the Chriftian 
tcra, when it was diffolved by civil difcord and 
war. Bengal, like many other provinces, darted 
up into an independent kingdom, and was govern- 
ed by fucceffive dynafties of Rajas, w'ho chiefly 
redded at the now deferted capital of Ghor. Un- 
der thefe princes, it continued a pow'erful and 
opulent kingdom, to the beginning of the thir- 
teeth century, w'hen it was firfi; invaded by the 
Mahommedans, under a prince of the race of 
Chillagi, w'ho poifefied the countries near the 
fource of the Oxus. The name of this Tartar 
invader w'as Eas-ufdien j but he was foon after 
reduced to fubjeftion by Altumfh, the Patan em- 
peror of Delhi, w'ho formed Bengal into a pro- 
vince. 
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vincc, governed byn bcuicnam, ^vbo derived his 
authority from the conqueror. 

Bengal, during the dominion of the Paians in 
India, vas frequently fubjeft to revolution and luuom 
change. 'Wlicn a prince of abilities fat on the 
throne of Delhi, it held of the empire ; when the 
emperor was ueah, it beentne an independent 
fovereignt) under its governor. When the valour 
and conduft of Baber put an end to ilic govern- 
ment of the Patans at Delhi, fonie of that race 
remained untouched in Bengal. 'Die misfortunes 
of Ilumaioon, in the beginning of bis reign, not 
only prevented him from extending the conqucfls 
of his father, but deprived him cv cn of the throne 
which Baber had acquired; and death followed 
too foon, upon his return, to permit him to reduce 
the wealthy hingdom of Bengal by his arms. 

The glory of this conqueft was rcfciNcd for his 
fon, the illurtrious Akbar, wljo, by tlic expulfi- 
on of Daood, thclaU king of Bengal of the Pa- 
tan race, annexed it, in the year »57‘|» to Ids cm. 
pire. Viceroys from Delhi governed the kitig- 
dom, from that period, till the debility of Ma- 
hommed Sliaw gave fcope to the ufurpation of 
Aliverdi ; and now, by a w’ondcrfiil revolution 
of fortune, the fovereigns of that dillant province 
arc created by the deputies of the Eafl India Com- 
pany, 

To give an enlarged idea of the fabje£I, it may of neng--t- 
not be improper to enquire into the mode of go- 
vernment, which the Moguls ertabliflied in the 
important province of Bengal. To irnpofe no- 
thing merely fpeculalive upon the public, the 
Writer of the Differtation has endeavoured to de- 
rive his information from undoubted authority. 

He has, therefore, tranflated and annexed to his 
Work, the commiflions granted by the court of 
Delhi to its principal officers in the provinces : 

From 
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From which it will appear, that the defpotirm of 
the houfe of Timur was circumfcribed by efta- 
blilhed forms and regulations, which greatly tem- 
pered theTig.idfeverity of that form of government. 


Various Tenures under ihe Moguls. 


PoITcr of 
the Mo- 
guls^ 


“T ributp.ry 
llajas. 


THE Mogul Tartars, when they conquered 
India, carried a fyflem of neceffary policy through 
the countries which their arms had fubdued. In- 
flead of feizing the lands of the vanquifhed, they 
confirmed them in their poffeffions. The number 
of the conquerors bearing lio proportion to the 
conquered, felf-prefervation obliged the firfl to- 
adhere together, and to hold the fword in their 
hands. Had they attempted to fettle in different 
provinces, they would Irave foon ceafed to 
be a people *, and their power w'ould have been, 
broken by reparation. They retained, therefore, 
their military'charadler; and, when they reduced 
a province, they made the taxes, paid to former 
princes, the invariable rule of their imports. 
The people changed their lords, but if their go- 
vernment fuffered any change, it was in the fub- 
rtitution of a milder defpotifm, in .the place of 
the fierce tyranny of the Patans. 

Many of .the Rajas, or indigenous Indian 
princes, had, from the firft eftabhrnment of the 
Mahommedans in India, been permitted to retain 
a great part of their ancient poffeffions, which 
they continued to govern by their own laws, with- 
out any appeal from their jurifdidion to the courts 
of jurtice ertabliOied by Imperial commiifions. 
ihe only mane ol homage paid by the Rajas, was 
a certain annual tribute. The houfe of Timur, no 
lefs remarkable for their prudence than for their 
clemency and jurtice, never encroached upon the 

privileges 
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privileges of the tributary princes. They found, 
that though the Rajas paid not to the crown above 
half thefum raifed upon the fubje^l, their policy, 
jnduftry, and good government, were fo much 
fuperior to thofe of the Moguls, that tlie coun- 
tries which they pofiefl'ed, yielded as mucli in pro- 
portion to their extent, as thofe which they bad 
farmed out to 'Zemindars of their own nation and 
faith. In the two provinces which the Britifii 
riarionnow poffefs, and which, for the future, we 
will diftinguilh by the general name of Bengal, 
many diftrids of greater extent than any county 
in Britain, are hill poflefled by the aboriginal 
Rajas. But we are more rigid than the Moguls : 
we have encroached on their privileges, and anni- 
hilated their power. During the domination of 
the houfe of Timur, one-fourth of Bengal was 
•fubjeftto thefe hereditary lords. 

'i’he divifion of the province which was more Mahom- 
immediately under the Mahommedan govern- medanZs- 
snent, was parcelled out into extenfive diftri^s, 
called t!huckias, refembling, in fomc mcafure, 
our counties ; and into lelTer divifions, like our 
ancient tithings. Thefe were lett to Zemindars, 
or farmers of the Imperial rents, uhofometimes 
pofTefTed a whole dillrift, or chuckla j as the Ze- 
mindar of Puinea, who aflumed the flyle and Rate 
of a Nabob, though only a farmer of the revenue, 
under the unfortunate Surage-ul-Dowla. The 
court of Delhi, under the bell princes, was venal. 

A fum of money, fccrerly and propeily applied, 
often fecured the pofleflion of his office to the 
Zemindar during life j and he even was fometimes 
enabled to tranfmit it to his heirs, till, by length 
of time, they were, in foine meafurc, confidcred 
as lords of their refpeSive diRri€ts. 

The farmers, however, had no leafe from the Tf’f'r 
croun of the lands over which they prefided. 

Their 
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Tbeir authority for colkaing the rents from the 
inferior tenants, was derived from a written agree- 
ment, for a certain annual fum to be paid to the 
treafury, exclufive of the Imperial taxes. To 
prevent impofition on the poorer fort, in every 
diftria there was eftablilhed^a regifter, in which 
the rents and impofts upon every village and 
farm were entered, and open to the inlpeftion of 
all. The regiftered rents and impofts were col- 
lefted by the Crorie of the didria, who was efta- 
bliihed in his office by an Imperial commiffion. 
He was accountable for the whole, even to the 
laft Dam, .as the commiffion expreffes it, to the 
Fotadar or treafurer of the diftria, who paid them 
into the hands of the Dewan, or receiver-general 
of the Impel ial revenues in the province. 

The rights or dues of the Dewanny, or the re- 
venue paid to the crown, did not amount to above • 
half the fum raifed upon ,the fubjea by the great 
farmers. Thefe were, from time to time, per- 
mitted to raife the rents upon the inferior ' tenants, 
in proportion to the general improvement of the 
lands. Thefurplus, which was known to govern- 
ment from the public regitlers of the diftrias, 
was, in part, allowed to the general farmers, for 
the purpofe of building houfes for the.hufband- 
men, for furniflhng them with implements of 
agriculture, for embanking to prevent inundati- 
ons, for making refervoirs of water for the dry 
feafon 5 and, in general, for all expences attend- 
ing the improvement and cultivation of the lands; 
which otherwife would have rendered the ac- 
counts or government intricate and perplexed. 

The great farmers, however, were not per- 
mitted to opprefs the tenants with exorbitant 
rents ; neither was it their interefl to extort from 
the hufbandmen fums which would render them 
incapable of cultivating their lands, and of living 

comfortably 
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comfortably upon the fruits of their toil. In the 
Imperial oflictrs of the revenue, the poor had 
friends, and the Zemindar fpies upon his con- 
duct. dhey were fuch checks upon him, that 
he could conceal nothing from their obfervation. 

They tranfmiited monthly accounts of his tranf- 
aflions to court. If the tenants were able, with- 
out opprenion, to pay the additional rent, the 
demands of the crown rofe at the expiration of 
the year upon the farmer, in proportion to the 
new impoft; if they were found incapable of 
bearing the burden, the Zemindar was turned 
out of his office for his avarice and imprudence. 

A double revenue, it appears from v/hat has A double 
• been already obferved, rofe to the crown from 
the lands; the ancient rent, eflablifhed at the 
conqnefl of India by the Moguls, and the futns 
V Inch proceeded from the annual contra^s with 
the great farmers. The viceroy of the piovince 
was veiled with the power of letting the lands; 
and he was obliged to tranfmit to the rcceiver- 
geneial a record of tlie fums payable by each 
Zemindar. 'I he caufe of this mode of railing 
the revenue is obvious. '1 he detail of accounts, 
the making of contracts with the inferior tenants, 
would have rendered thebufinefs of go\ernmcnt 
too minute and too expenfive; and to have per- 
mitted the general farmers to manage their dif- 
trids without cither check or controul, would 
have given birth to femes of oppreffion, which 
I'ate had referred for an unfortunate people, to 
our limes. Tlie Mogul empire is now no more ; 
and the fcrvaius of the frcell nation upon earth 
ha\c left the body of the people to the mercy of 
the Zemindars. 

The general farmers of dillrifts were not the Vjrm* 
only pcrlons known by the name of Zemindars, 

Mui, who pofilficd cliatcs for life, aadfometimes 

in 
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in perpetuity, free from all taxation, by virtue 
of Imperial grants, were diftinguifhed by the 
fame title. Thefe grants were generally given to 
learned and religious men, to favourite fervants 
at court, to foldiers who had deferved well of 
their prince, and they were refpedted by fucceed- 
ing emperors, and feldom revoked. One fixth 
part of the lands in Bengal had been conferred, 
in perpetuity, by different princes, on their fa- 
vourites and adherents. Many of thefe eflates 
have fallen into the Eaft India Company, from a 
failure of heirs ; and others daily fall, as the pro- 
perty is not transferable by fale. A minute en- 
quiry might greatly increal’e our revenue. Many 
grants faid to be derived from the emperor, are 
only from the governors of the province; many 
are in the poffeffion of men who cannot trace their 
blood to the original proprietors. A fuccelTion 
of revolutions has rolled one part of Bengal upon 
the other ; and it is not hitherto fettled from 
confufion. 

Lands were held by a tenure lefs permanent, 
of the emperors of Hindoftan. A firman or Im- 
perial mandate, called by the name of Jagieer, 
was iiTued frequently to particular men. This 
fpecies of grant was for no term of years. It was 
given through favour, and revocable at pleafure. 
When any perfon was ralfed to the rank of an 
Omrah, it was an eflabliflied rule to confer upon 
him an eftate, for the fupport of his dignity, 
ihis, however, was nothing more than an affigii- 
inent on the revenues of the crown, arifing from 
a fpecified traft of land in a difiridl, named in 
the body of the grant. The grantee had no bufi- 
nefs with the tenants, as he never refided on the 
ellate allotted for his fubfiftence. He fent his 
agent every feafon to the public officers of the 
dilirift ; and Iris receipt to them, for his allow- 
ance. 
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ahce, was received by the Dewan, as a part of 
the Imperial revenue. No conditions of fervice, 
none for the maintenancd of troops, was annexed 
to this grant. Thefe are the fables of men who 
carried the feudal ideai of Europe into their re- 
lation of the Hate of India. The armies of the 
empire were paid out of the public treafury. 

Every province had its particular eftabUfhment 
of troops, which the governors were impowered 
to augment in times of rebellion and commo- 
tion. 

During the domination of the houfe of Timur, tstmtes 
there was no transferable landed property in 
Hindoftan; excepting gardens, orchards, houfes, 
and fome fmall portions of ground, in the envi- 
rons of great cities, for which merchants and 
wealthy tradefmen had obtained particular grants, 
diftinguiflied by the name of Poitas. This fpe- 
cies of property was repeatedly fecured by gene- 
ral ’edifts, for the encouragement of building, 
for the accommodation of citizens, and the im- 
provement of towns. Grants of this kind did 
not always proceed from the crown. The go- 
vernors of provinces were impowered to ilTue 
Pottas, under certain limitations and reftriflions ; 
the principal one of which was, that the ufual 
rent of the ground fhould be paid regularly by 
the proprietor, to the collegers of the Imperidl 
revenue. 

Tenures of other various kinds were common unasr the 
in Bengal, as well as in the other provinces of 
the empire. An aflignment was frequently 
granted, upon a fpccified traft of land, for the 
difeharge of a certain fum; and when the fum 
was paid, the aflignment expired. Particular 
farms were burdened with penfions, called Al- 
tumga, to holy men and their defeendants, with- 
out their ever having any concern, in the ma- 

VoL. III. D jiagemcnt 
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nageraent of the lands. The defpot referved the 
people entire.td himfelf, and ehabliHied his power 
by preventing opprefiion. Certain impohs were 
alfo appropriated .fon the maintenance of Mullas, 
or priefts, for the fupport of places of worfhip, 
public fchools, inns, highways, and bridges. 
Thefe imports were laid by the receiver-general 
of the revenue, upon the different hufbandmen, 
in proportion to the rent which they paid •, and 
the tax was diftinguifhed by ,the name of the im- 
port tions of the Dewan. 


Derpotirm 

luoitcd 


the 

aiocul . 


Civil Officers and Courh of fnjllcs. 

IN dates fubjeft to defpotifm, the legillative, 
the judicial and executive power are veiled in the 
prince. He is the aOive principle which exifts 
in the center of the machine, and gives life and j 
motion to all its parts. His authority and confe-. 
quence, however, depend, in a great meafure, 
on the degree in which he communicates his 
power to his. ofiicers. If he gives them^ all his 
authority, the reverence for his perfoh is loll in- 
the fplendor qf^his deputies., If he bedows only 
a fmall part- of his power e)n . his.- fclwants, that 
terror, which is the foundation of, his govern- 
ment, is rempyed from the mindSjOfjiis fubjefrs ; 
and a door is opened for commotion, licentiouf- 
nefs, and crimes. The 'emperors of India, of 
the houfo of Timur, .had, foiqtwq centuries, the' 
good fortune, to clothe their officers with that 
happy medium of authority which -was fufficient 
to goxein, without , the power of- oppreffing the 
body of the people. 

1 he defpoiifm of Hmdodan, it ought to be 
obfeived, was never a government of mere ca- 
pfree and whim. The Mahornmedans carried in- 
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to their conquefts a code of laws which circum- 
feribed the will of the prince. The principles and 
precepts of the Coran, with the commentaries 
upon that book, form an ample body of laws, 
which the houfe of Timur always obferved ; and 
the praflice of ages had rendered fomc ancient 
ufages and edicts fo facred in the eyes of the peo- 
ple, that no prudent monarch would chufe to vi- 
olate either by a wanton aft of power. It was, 
befides, the policy of the prince, to proteft the 
people from the opprefTivcncfs of his fervants. 
Rebellion fprung always from the great ; and it 
was necefiary for him to fccure a party againft 
their ambition, among the low. 

The Imperial governor of a province, known Nabob, 
by the corrupted name of Nabob, in the Eaft as 
well as in Europe, .was an officer of high dignity 
and authority y but his power, though great, 
was far from being unlimited and beyond con- 
troul. He conferred titles below the rank of an 
Omrah; he was permitted to grant eftates till 
they fhould be confirmed by the crown. He ap- 
pointed and dlfmifled at pleafurc.all officers both 
civil and military, excepting a few, whom we 
ftiall have occafion to mention, who afted by 
commiflion, under the feal of the empire; and 
fome of ihefe, upon mifbehaviour, he could fuf- 
pend till the emperor’s pleafurc was known. He 
let the lands to the general farmers, in conjunc- 
tion with the Dewan ; but he bore no pan in the 
x colleftion of the revenue, but by aiding the Im- 
perial officers with the military power. The 
Omrahs, who ferved under him. in the army, 
having generally, on account of the convenience, 
their allowance from the emperor on the rents 
of the province, he had the power, for difobe- 
dience or notorious crimes, to fufpend them from 
their Jagieers, .until he fhould receive an anfwer 

* D 2 from 
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from court, where the difpute was examined iff 
the cabinet. In matters of juftice, there refted 
an appeal to his tribunal, from the Cazi, oi chief- 
juftice, though he feldom chofe to reverfe the de- 
crees of that judge. Difputes where propert)^ 
was not concerned, and where the eftabliflred 
laws had made no provifion, were fettled by his 
authority ; but he was Inftrucled at his - peril not 
to turn the fubjefls of the empire out of the 
lands, tenements, or houfes, which they them- 
felves either pofTeffed or built, or which defcended 
to them from their anceftors. 

Dewan. The Dewan was the officer next in dignity to' 
the viceroy, in the province. He derived his 
commiffion from the emperor, as receiver-general 
of the revenue. His office’ was altogether con- 
fined to the adminiflration and • collection of the 
Imperial rents and taxes. He correfponded with" 
the minifier *, he audited the accounts of the go- 
vernor; and as he had entire to himfelf the 
charge and difpofal of the public money, he 
might, for good reafons, refufe to difcharge any 
extraordinary and unprecedented expences ; of 
to iffue out pay to new troops, raifed without ap- 
paient nectffity. He prefided in the office called 
Dafter Ali, or over all the Mutafiddies, or clerks 
of the cheque ; the Canongoes, or public regif- 
ters ; Crories, or collectors of the larger dif- 
trifts ; Fufildars, or colleftois of the leffer dif- 
tiifts; Fotadars, or treafurers ; Chowdries, or 
chiefs of diftricts ; Muckuddums, or head-men 
of villages and in general over all the officers of 
the Imperial revenue. 

Crone. ihcCrorie of every Pergunna or larger dif- 
trift, derived his commiffion from the emperor. 
His office, though in miniature, was the exact 
counterpart of the Dewan ; being the receiver- 
general of the county, if the name may be iifed, 

as 
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as the former was of the whole province. He 
was immediately accountable to the Dewan, in 
whofe office he paffied his accounts. lie produced 
the receipts of the Fotadar or treafurer of the 
Pergunna or diftrift, for the Aims which he had 
paid into that officer’s hands, from the colledlions 
made by the Fufildars, who, in the fubdivifions 
of the Pergtinna, held offices, each of which was 
a counterpart of his own. 

The Carcun of the larger diAri£l? was an officer Carcun. 
commiffioned by the emperor, to fettle all matters 
■and difputes between the tenants and the officers 
of the revenue, and to prefen'e the ancient ufages 
of the Pergunna. He was alfo a kind of fpy upon 
all their private as well as public tranfaftions j he 
audited their accounts publicly, iranfmiiting co- 
pies of them monthly to court, alteAed by the 
Sheickdars, Chowdries, and Canongoes of the 
diArifl:. 'fhefe accounts being entered with 
great regularity in the vifier’s office at Delhi, the 
emperor had an immediate view of rhe colleftions 
in the province, before the general accounts of 
the Dewanny were adjufted ; and this was alfo a 
great check upon the office of the Dewan. 

The view already prefented of the mode of col- 
lefting the Imperial revenue, renders it unnccef- 
fary to defeend through, all the inferior offices la 
the department of the receiver-general. The re- 
venues, it muft be obferved, were never tranf- 
mitred entire to the Imperial treafury in the capi- 
tal of the province, much Icfs into that of the 
empire. The expences incurred in every dillricb 
were deduced from the receipts of the Fotadar 
or treafurer of the diftriS ; and the difburfements 
of the province in general from thofe of the 
Dewan. The furplus alone, which was more or 
lefs according to accident, found its way to the 
{mperial exchequer. The eAimates of the Impe- 



XXXVlll 


AN ENQJJIRY INTO THE 

rial revenues are, therefore, not the fums received 
in the exchequer at Delhi, but the grofs collec- 
tions in every province. 

Chief-juf- The courts of juftice in Bengal, diflinguiflied 
by the general name of Cutcherries, were of va- 
rious kinds, 'fhey generally received their defig- 
nation from the officer who prefided in each, or 
within whofe jurifdiftion they were comprehended. 
The Author of the Enquiry is not fully informed 
concerning the powers of the different judges, or 
the mode of proceeding in their courts. There 
arofe a chain of appeal from the lowed to the 
higheft. An aftion might be removed from any 
of the courts below before the Cazi of the pro- 
vince, commonly called Daroga Adalit, or chief- 
juftice ; and from him there lay an appeal to the 
tribunal of the viceroy. 

Judges. Inferior judges were appointed by an Imperial 
commiffion, in every large diflrift, and in every 
confiderable city, with whom appeal? relied, from 
the courts in the country, and from the decifions 
of Cutwals, or mayors of towns. Thefe Cazis, 
or judges, were veiled wdth power to fummon 
before them all perfons, to examine records, 
public regillers, grants, and witneffes. They 
were, at their peril, to pafs judgment imparti- 
ally, according to the laws of the Coran, and the 
canons and regulations of the empire. They 
were impowered to make and diffolve marriages, 
to execute contradls of every kind between indi- 
viduals, to inflict puniflrments, which did not ex- 
tend to either life or limb. They took cogni- 
zance of all riots, diforders, and tumults ; and 
they were denominated the general guardians of 
the morals of the people. They were provided 
with an ellablifliment of clerks, regillers, and 
officers of the court. They paffed judgment in a 
fumraary manner, and their legal fees were one 

fourth 
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fourth of tlie matter in difpute, equally levied 
upon the pUiimiff and defendant- Tills regulati- 
on was intended IQ prevent vexatious law-fuits, 
as well as to bring them to a fpeedy ilTuc. Dur- 
ing the vigour, of the Mogul empire, capital pu- 
niihments were hardly known in India. When 
a crime which merited death uas committed, the 
Cazi, after a full proof of the faft, by wiinefles, 
pronounced funtcncc againft the guilty perfon; 
but, without tile confirmation of tlic viceroy, it 
could not be put in execution. 'I'hough the ent- 
.pire fometimes abounded with ircafon, it was ne- 
ver puniflicd hut in the field. 

In each fubdivifion of the Pergunna or dlflriil, 
fubjefl to the jurifdiftion of the Cazi or judge, 
there was an inferior ofiiccr called a Chowdri, 
fimilar to our judice of the peace. Every village 
had its chicfnian, who u'as the conflablc of his 
own department. A Fogedar was, properly 
fpeaking, the commander of the troops, in every 
military ftation. lie fometimes farmed the lands 
in the neighbourhood ; and being the immediate 
reprefentative of the viceroy, he was confidered 
as the principal oflicer m his diftrifl. But he 
did not fit in judgment, the civil being always 
kept diftinfl from the military department, under 
. the government of the Moguls, as long as it re- 
tained its vigour. The Zemind.irs, or general 
farmers, were fometimes entrufled with the com- 
mand of the troops in their own difirifls j but in 
'their courts they .decided only upon trivial dif- 
■putes between the inferior luilbandmen. — Such 
was the government of Bengal, under the empire 
' pf the houfe of Timur, 
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Revenue and Commerce. 

A BRIEF, but it is'lioped a comprebenfive, idea 
being given, in the preceding fedlion, of the go- 
andBehSr. vemment of Bengal under the Imperial houfe of 
Timur, the Author of the Enquiry will proceed 
to explain the Revenues and Commerce of that 
once flourifhing and opulent kingdom. In the 
reign of the emperor jehangire, the revenues of 
the provinces of Bengal and Behar, both which, 
for the fake of brevity, we comprehend under the 
name of the former, amounted to 2, 796,7 19132 
Under his grandfon Aurungzebe 

they encreafed to - - - 2,911,866 7 6 


Mahommed Shuffia, who wrote an abridgment 
of the Hiftory of the Empire, from the death of 
• the illuftrious Akbar to the fatal invafion of Nadir 
Shaw, where he mentions the provinces which 
revolted during the indolent reign of Mahommed 
Shaw, eftimates the revenues of Bengal at fixty 
crores of Dams, or one crore and fifty lacks of 
Toupees, which fum is equal to 1,875,000 
The revenues of Behar, according 
to the fame writer, amounted to 
forty-five crores of Dams, or 1,406,250 


IncrPafe 
under the 
empire. 


3,281,250 

It appears, from the above calculation, that the 
revenues of Bengal had been gradually increafing, 
in the progrefs of the empire, through time. 
They continued ftill to increafe, under the re- 
volted Nabobs, fome of whom brought into their 
treafury four millions of our money, but not with- 
out diftreffing the fubjefl, and plundering him of a 
part of his wealth. It may be neceflary to repeat 
an obfervation, already made, that not above 

/ half 
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half the fum raifed upon the people came into 
the coffers of government. Theexaft fum tranf- 
mitted annually to Delhi, before the diffolution 
of the empire, is not eafy to afcenain ; but we 
can form fome judgment of the amount, from the 
ruinous policy of the Imperial court, when its an- 
cient vigour began to decline. The provinces of 
Bengal and Behar, during fome years of indo- 
lence and debility, were farmed out to the vice- 
roys, who paid into the treafury, one million two 
hundred and forty-nine thoufand nine hundred 
and ninety-nine pounds, fevenieen fliillings and 
fixpence of our money. 

This fum, it is fuppofed, was a medium Bruck, re 
upon an average of years, of the money remitted mmedto 
to the treafury at Delhi, when the empire retained 
its force. But this flipulaied revenue, as might 
have been forefeen, was never regularly paid. 

The viceroys acquired an. independent power, by 
a regulation which threw the whole management 
of the province into their hands, without con- 
troul; and the vigour of the Imperial government, 
in proportion, 'declined. The country profited, 
however, by the refraflorinefs of its governor ; if 
his avarice prompted him to raife more on the 
fubjeft, the latter was more able than before to 
pay the additional impofl, from the revenue being 
kept and expended in the province. Bengal began 
to flourifh, under an additional load of oppreflion. 

It yielded more to a fevere Nabob, than to the 
milder government of the empire; and being re- 
lieved from an annual drain of fpecie to Delhi, it 
became opulenc under a degree of rapine. 

lliough defpotifm is not the mofl favourable Commerce 
government for commerce, it flourifiied greatly in ° 

Bengal, under the ftrift juftice of the houfc 
• of Timur. Senfible of the advantages which 
they themfelves would derive from a free commer- ' 

cial 
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dal intercourfe between their fubjecls, they were 
invariably the proteftors of merchants. The mi- 
litary ideas which they brought from Tartary, 
prevented the principal fervants of the crown 
from engaging in trade; and, therefore, mono- 
polies of every kind were difcouraged, and al- 
moft unknown. No government in Europe was 
ever more fevere againll foreflalling and regrating, 
than v.as that of the Moguls in India, with regard 
to all the branches of commerce. A fmall duty 
wasraifedby the crown ; but this was amply re- 
paid, by the never-violated fccuiity given to the 
merchant. 

r.i'sal. Bengal, from the mildnefs of its climate, the 
fertility of its foil, and the natural induftry of the 
rlindoos, was always remarkable for its com- 
merce. The eafy communication by water from 
•place to place, facilitated a mercantile intercourfe 
among the inhabitants. Every village has it's ca- 
nal, every Fergunna its river, and the whole 
kingdom the Ganges, which, falling, by various 
mouths, into the bay of Bengal, lays open the 
ocean for the export of commpdities and manu- 
faftures. A people, from an inviolable prejudice 
of religion, ablfemious, were averfe to luxury 
therafcives ; and the wants of nature were fupplied 
almofi; fpontaneoufly by the foil and climate. The 
lance of trade, therefore, was, againft all nations, 
in favour of Bengal ; and it was the fink where 
gold and filver difappeared, without the leaft 
profpect of return. 

B.iT^nce of the European nations carried chiefly on their 

fU.oui. commerce with Bengal m bullion. The Dutch, 
at a medium of ten years, threw annually into the 
bofom of that kingdom, in bullion T. 47c, ooo 
ihe I'.nglifli - - _ 192,500 

The French, Danes, and Portuguefe - 250,000 
The exports of Bengal to the gulphs of 
Ferfia and Arabia, were very great. 
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She fupplied Arabia, Peifia, Turkey, 

Georgia, Armenia, and the lefier 
Afia with her manufaftures, and 
brought home annually, into her 
coffers, of gold - « 37550^0 

Her trade in opium and piece goods to 
the eaflern kingdoms of Afia, to the 
Malayan and Philippine iflands, 
brought yearly a ballance in her fa- 
vour of - - - 150,000 

The inland trade of Bengal, with the 

Upper Hindoftan and Aflam - 250,000 

The coafting-irade with the coafls of 

Coromandel and Malabar - - ifio,ooo 


sliU 


C- i, 852 ,:oo 


The above efilmate is made defignedly low; oi>rervi- 
for were.we to argue from general principles, a 
greater fum muff have been imported annually 
into Bengal. The twelve hundred and fifty 
thoufand pounds remitted ‘annually to Delhi, 
never returned into the province, and, as there 
were no mines wrought in the country, the fur- 
plus of the revenue muft have proceeded from 
the balance of trade. Coin, it is well known, lofes 
greatly by fri£lion, where little alloy is mixed with 
the filver, and where the wanf of paper-currency 
makes the circulation extremely rapid. It lofes 
alfo by re-coinage, which happened annually un- 
.der the empire in Bengal. The practice of con- 
cealing and burying treafure,* wliich tlie terrors 
of defpotifm introduced, has occafioncd a confi- 
.derable iofs, befides the quandtiy of filyer and 
gold ufed in rich manufaG.ures. Thefe various 
Ioffes could be only repaired by a favourable ba- 
lance of trade and the fum which we have ftated- 
above, would barely fupply the wafte. 
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Sfafe of Bengal tinder the revolted Nabobs, 

THOUGH the caufes which broke the empire 
were obvioiiSj the decline of the power of the 
houfe of Timur was gradual and imperceptible. 
I'he feeds of decay were long fown before they 
w'ere brought to an enormous growth, by the in- 
dolence of Mahommed Shaw. Had even the 
Perfian invafion never happened, the fabric which 
Baber raifed in India was dehined to fall to ruin. 
The abilities of Aurungzebe, by eftablifliing half 
a century of domeftic tranquillity in his domini- 
ons, broke the fpirit of his fubjefts, wbilfl that of 
the Imperial family declined. The diftant pro- 
vinces obeyed the mandates of the court, through 
habit, more than through fear of its refentment 
and power •, and governors, though dehitute of 
ambition, found, in their own indolence, an ex- 
cufe for their inattention to commands which 
could not be inforced with rigour. 

The intrigues of the two Seids at the court of 
Delhi, who raifed and removed monarchs at plea- 
fure, weakened that refpedt for the houfe of 
Timur which bound the allegiance of the fubjeft, 
even after ' their mildnefs had degenerated into 
indolence. Every month brought intelligence 
into the diftant provinces of the murder of one 
prince, whilft; another was placed on a throne, 
fill -warm with his predeceflbr’s blood. The veil 
which hid defpotifm from the eyes of the people, 
was rent in twain j monarchs became puppets, 
which the minifter moved at pleafure, and even 
men, who loved flavery on its own account, 
knew not to what quarter to turn their political 
devotion. The viceroys, under a pretence of 
. an unfettled fuccelTion, retained the revenues of 
the provinces 5 apd, with fpecious profefiions pf 
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loyalty for the Imperial family, they became 
polite rebels againfl its authority. 

Through this debility in the Imperial nnc,aoriiiceni- 
new fpcc cs of government rofe in \arious pro-*’*'* 
Vinces of India. 1 he vicerojs, though they af* 
fumed the ftate of princes, weic Hill the nuMni.E 
sLAVfs of fomc dtfolate monarch, who fat with- 
out either power or dignity in the mid fl of the 
ruins of Delhi. They governed the people in hit 
name, but they liflenccl not to his commands. 

He even became an inflnimcnt of opprcnion in 
their hands; and they fan^lified the moll unpo- 
pular of their mcafures by inducing the prince to 
pafs, in their own cabinet, regulations, wlrch 
originated under the fells of the empire. In- 
flead of a revenue, they remitted to Iiiin bribe' ; 
and the ncccflity of his fituation reduced him into 
a tool, to (he ^(.ry rebels who had ruined his 
power. 

This mock form of an empire continued for 
many years ; and fomc provinces arc fllll govern- 
cd through the medium of a monarch that only 
fubfids in his name, (lut thougli the Nahoht 
afiirmcd ih.it they Ind dill an emperor, the peo- 
ple found, in their oppredions, that there was 
none. The check which the terror of compiahits 
to Delhi had laid formerly on the coiiduv*l of the 
viceroys, w. is now remoied; and the olliecrs ot 
thi crown who had been phiccd between the fiib- 
jeft and the governor, were difeontinued or de- 
prived of their pov^c^. 'I he inferior tenants, in- 
itcad of being fupported by the Imperial colleClorj. 
of the revenue againfl the avarice of the gcnernl 
farmers, were fubmitted, without redrefs, to the 
management of the hitter, and were coufidered 
by him as a kind of property. 

The ufurpation of Aliverdi introduced, more l(< diiTo’u- 
than thirty years ago, the aboie-defcribed form of 

government 
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government into Bengal. ^ The fame policy was. 
continued by his fuccellors.- Tjiey owned the em»- 
peror of Delhi for their fovereign, but they go- 
verned the country, and collefted its revenues- 
for themfelves. The interpohtion of the crown- 
being removed, the independent Nabobs, who' 
fucceeded one another either by force or intrigucj 
adopted a more fimple, but-a more impolitic mode 
of colledting the rents and impolfs, than that 
which .had been prafiifed by the houfe of Timur.- 
"I he lands were let from year to year to Zemindars, 
w'ho were accountable for the rents to the treafury,- 
and thefotmei officers of the revenue, though not 
annihilated, poffeffed neither emolument nor 
power. 

or. the pro. All intimate knowledge of the country, how''- 

•vin^e ever, enabled the Nabobs to prevent their govern- 
ment from degenerating into abfolute oppref- 
fion. They had fenfe enough to fee, that their 
ow-n power depended upon the profpefity of' their 
fubjeds ; and their refidence in the province gave 
them an opportunity of doing juflice with more 
expedition and precifion than it was done iri the 
times of the empire. The complaints of the injur- 
ed, from a poffeffion of the means ofdnformation,- 
W'cre .better underflood. ■ The Nabobs Vv^ere lefs re- 
flriQed than formerly, in infiicling , neceffary pu- 
nifliments •, and, as they were accountable to no fu- 
perior for the revenue, they bad it in their power to 
remit unjufl debts and taxes, which could not be 
borne. The miferies of Bengal, iri fhdrt, were 
referred for other times.' Commerce, manufac- 
tures, and agriculture, were encouraged ;.for it was 
not then the maxim to take the honey, by. de- 
flroying the fwarm. 

cfntnfioi. The folly of thn prince had no deftrudlive ef- 
fcfl on the profpefity of the people. The Nabobs, 
carrying esev. n, through their own independent 
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government, the idea of the mild defpotirm of 
the houfe of Timur, feemed to mark out to the 
people certain lines, which they themrelvcs did 
not chufe either to overleap, or deftroy. Many 
now in Britain were eye witnefies of the truth of 
this afiertion. We appeal to the tehimony of 
thofe who marched through Bengal after the death 
of Suragc-hi-DowIa, that, at that time, it was 
one of the richeft, moH: populous, and bell cul- 
tivated kingdoms in the world. The great men 
and merchants were wallowing in wealth and 
luxury ; the inferior tenants and the manufaflu- 
rers were bieffed with plenty, content, and cafe. 
But the cloud which has hnee obfeured this fun- 
fliinewas near. 

When the troubles, which ended by putting 
Bengal into the hands of the Company, tirrtarofe, 
5urage.ul*Dow!a, a very young and inconOderate 
prince, was Nabob of the three provinces. The 
good fortune which had at firft forf.ikcn us, re- 
turned to our arms ; and, by the afliilance or 
rather opoortunc treachery of Jaflier, one of his 
generals, he was depofed and murderevl. We 
raifed the 'I'raitor, as a reward for his convenient 
treafon, to a throne dill warm with ilie blood of 
his lord ; and the mcafurc feemed to be judified, 
by our apparent inability of retaining itm con- 
quered pro\ince in our own hands. 

The fortune of Jaflier, however, did not long 
with hold her frowns. Though he had treachery 
enough to ruin his mader, he was dedituteof abi- 
lities to reign in his place. His weaknefs became 
an excufe for a revolution, which had been medi- 
tated on other grounds ; and Caflim Ali, Jafiier’s 
fon-in-Iaw, an intriguing politician, was inveded 
with the dignity and power of his father. If Jaf- 
fier was weak, Cafiim had too good parts to be 
permitted to govern Bengal. He was depofed, 

and 
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and his predeceflbr reinftated in his place. This 
farce in politics was adopted as a precedent. A 
governor, without a revolution in the (late of 
Bengal, could not anfwer to himfelf for idling 
away his time. 

The civil wars, to which a violent defire of 
creating Nabobs gave rife, were attended with 
tragical events. Ihe country was depopulated by 
every fpecies of public dillrefs. In the fpace of 
fix years, half the great cities of an opulent 
kingdom were rendered defolate ; the moll fertile 
fields in the world lay wafle ; and five millions of 
barmlefs and induflrious people were either ex- 
pelled or deflroyed. Want of forefight became 
more fatal than innate barbarifm ; and men 
found themfelves wading through blood and ruin, 
when their objedl was only fpoil. But this is not 
the time to rend the veil which covers our politi- 
cal tranfa<flions in Afia. 
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Obfervaiiom on the Treaty for the Dewanny. 

A-N ample field lay open before usj but we Reflefli- 
have appropriated revolution and war to hifiory. oh** 

The preient difquifition is of an inferior kind ; an 
enquiry, which means not to irritate, but to re- 
form. Let it fuffice to fay, that Bengal fuffered 
from difturbances and violent meafures 5 and that 
Fortune, though unfavourable, was lefs fatal, than 
the rapacity of avaricious men. Peculiarly un- 
happy, an unwarlike but indullrious people, were 
fubdued by a fociety whofe bufinefs was commerce. 

A barbarous enemy may flay a proftrate foe but 
a civilized, conqueror can only ruin nations with- 
out the fword. Monopolies and an exclufive trade 
joined iflue with additional taxations ; the unfor- 
tunate were deprived of the means, whillf the 
demands upon them were, with peculiar abfurdi- 
ty, increafed. 

But to wander no farther into declamation : obfervati- 
thoughthe misfortunes of Bengal began with the ons* 
revolutions and changes which fucceeded the death 
of Surage-ul-DowIa, the fyftem which advances 
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flill with hafty ftrides, to the complete ruin of that 
once opulent province, was cllabUfhed fcveral 
years after that event. A noble governor fent to 
command in Bengal, by the Eafl India Company, 
arrived in that kingdom in the May of 1765. 
The expulfion of the Nabob Caflini Ali, and the 
reduftion of Suia-ul-Dowla, by our arms, had 
enabled the fervants of the Company to eftablifli 
peace upon their own terms. The treaty which 
they concluded was abfurd ; and. had it been lefs 
exceptionable, it would not probably h.ivepleafed 
a man, who went not to India to be idle. 

The various revolutions of Toviune, which had 
fubjefted feveral of the richell provinces of India 
to the Company’s fervants, threw the undoubted 
heir of the Mogul empire into their hands. The 
governor availed himfelf of this circumflance. 
Other Nabobs had converted the unfortunate 
prince into a tool ; and it was no\v the turn of our 
governor to do the fame, for the benefit of his 
condituents. Confeious of his power over the empe- 
ror, and having the abfolute direflion of a Nabob, 
who owed his elevation to the governor, himfelf, 
and to his own crimes, he thiew afide the former 
treaty. A perpetual commiffion for the office of 
Dewan, or receiver-general of the revenues of Ben- 
g'al, Behar, and Orifla was obtained, from Siia\v 
Allum, for the Company. The office of perpe- 
tual Nabob might have been as eafily obtained j 
but the former balanced a thoufand difadvantages, 
by rendering the nature of the tenure perplexed. 

In confideration of the Imperial mandate, which, 
with the revenues, conferred the government of 
Bengal for ever on the Company, Shaw Allum 
\Yas to receive an annual penhon of three hun- 
dred and twenty-five thoufand pounds. The an- 
nuity was 'moderate to the lineal fucceflbr of 
Tijuur. He was, at the fame time, guaranteed 

in 
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• in the pofleflioii of the province of Allahabad^ 
and thus a kind of provifion was made for a 
prince, who retained nothing of what belonged 
to his illuftrious anceftors, except the empty title 
of Emperor of Hindortan. This treaty, however, 
though it dazzled with its fplendor, was neither 
foUd nor advantageous in xtfelf. The emperor, 
inftead of being placed at Allahabad, » ought to 
pofTefs the province out of which his pretended 
vider Suja-uUDowla, had been recently driven; 
or Ihould that meafure be fuppofed to invefl him 
with dangerous power, the territories of Bulwanc 
Singh, equal in revenue to Allahabad, might 
have been conferred upon him. 1 he Company, 
being then in poflefllon of all thefe provinces, 
might, by its fervants, have adopted either of 
thefe fydems. 

To the firfl meafure there are no welUshm 
founded oWefhions, and many advantages might 
be derived from it. The fum of three hundred 
and twenty.five thoufand pounds might have been 
annually faved, which fum is now fent to a dif- 
tant province, from whence it never returns. 

This latter circumftance is of more real preju- 
dice to Bengal and the affairs of the Compa- 
ny, than if half the revenues of the province had 
been given to the emperor, upon condition of his 
keeping his court in that cohntry. Had Shaw 
Allum been put in pofleffion of the dominions of 
Suja*ul-Dowla, the natural inaftiviiy of his difpofiti- 
on, and the extraordinary cxpence and magnifi- 
cence, which he is, in fome meafure, obliged 
to fupport, would have prevented him from 
being fo dangerous a neighbour as even Suja- 
ul-Dowla. The whole empire was in a ftate of 
rebellion ; and we were only from convenience 
his friends. 
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for the De- Arguments crowd 'in to fupport this pofition ; 

wanny. but there are hill Wronger reafons for placing the 
emperor in the territories of Bulwant Singh. His 
refidence, in fuch a cafe, might have been fixed 
at Patna or Mongeer ; and our army, inftead of 
being cantoned at Allahabad and Cora, two hun- 
dred miles from the frontier of our provinces, 
might have remained in Patna, in the center of 
our dominions. Bengal, had this meafure been, 
adopted, inftead of lofing the penfion paid to the 
emperor, and the enormous expence of a brigade 
in a foreign country,' would have been enriched 
by the greater part of the revenues of the territo- 
ries of Bulwant Singh ; for which he had paid 
twenty-two lacks of roupees to Suja-ul-DouIa, 
though in reality he collected double that fum up- 
on the fubjedl. 

itsMsaiid xhe latter pofition will appear more obvious 
from the following ilate. Bengal, had the mea- 
fure been adopted, would annually have faved, 

The penfion paid to the emperor, £. 325,000 
• The.expence of a brigade, - 187,500 

Twenty lacks from the territories of 

Bulwant Singh fpent at Patna, 250,000 


. , • . ■ 7^2,500 

to Uie This meafure alone, we niay venture to affirm. 
Company. pj-gfej-yed Bengal in a flouriflnng con- 

dition, in fpite of avarice and ,mifmanagement. 
It would, at the fame time, have been attended 
' with many falutary effeas.ih ou'r political fyfteni 
in India. Ihe emperor would have been more 
; immediately under our eye; for though he .'at 
piefent labours under, an eclipfe, he may, fome 
time or other, Ihine forth like a comet, in' the 
hands of an ambitious and able man. 'We are 
now obliged to protect and fupport him, under 
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manifeft difadvantages. His territories border on 
the Mahrattors, Jates, and Rohillas ; and he is 
under a perpetual apprehenfion from ihefe nations. 
Had the meafure, tlie advantages of which we 
have defcribed, been taken, Suja-ul-Dowla would 
have come in between him and thefe powers ; but, 
at prefent, our army at Allahabad becomes a 
fecurity to that prince; whofe apprehenfions 
would otherwife have induced him to adhere more 
firmly than he now' fiiews an inclination, to his 
treaty v;iih the Company. 


S/afe of Commerce in Bengal^ under the Company^ 

THE profperlty and opulence which Bengal en- 
joyed. during the government of the houfe of pj. 
mur, and even under the revolted viceroys, pro- 
ceeded from her lucrative commerce, as much as 
from the fertility of her foil. Rich in the indufiry 
of her inhabitants, file became independent of the 
partial rapine of impolitic governors, who plun- 
dered only to fquander away. The money, which 
entered by injullice at one door of the treafury, 
was earned out at another by luxury. The court 
of the Nabob was the heart, which only received ' 
the various currents of wealth, to throw it with 
vigour, through every vein of the kingdom. 

We may date the commencement of decline, p«rent 
from the day on which Bengal fell under the do- of 
minion of foreigners ; who were more anxious 
to improve the prefent moment to their own. ertio- 
lument, than, by providing againft wade, to fe- 
curea permanent advantage to the Briiifii nation. 

With a peculiar want of forefight, they began to 
drain the refervoir, without turning into it any 
dream to prevent it from being exhaufted. From - 
obfervation, we^defeend to fads. 
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The annual inveftments of the 
' Company, for which no fpecie 
is received, amounts, at an ave- 
rage of ten years, to - £• 

Thofe of the Dutch, for which the 
fervants of the Company take 
bills on Europe, for remitting 
fortunes acquired in Bengal, aoo,ooq 

Thofe of the French, paid for to 350,000 
the natives, in the fame way , 

Thofe of the Portuguefe and Danes, 1 00,000 

£>• D577350® 

Bengal, it fliall hereafter appear, to • 
replace all this wafte, fcarce annu- 
ally receives in bullion, - - 100,000 

She lofes, therefore, yearly, to 

Europe, ' - ' ' - 1,477,500 

i 

Caufeof The above eftimate of the exports of Bengal, 
Its decline file receives no fpecie, is formed on the 

prime cofl; of her manufaftures. The balance 
againft her comprehends the favings of the Com- 
pany on the revenue, the value of Britifli exports, 
the private fortunes of individuals, which center 
in this kingdom. This ruinous commerce with 
Europe is not balanced, by a lucrative intercourfe 
with the various dates of Afia. . The increafe of 
the demand for the manufactures of Bengal, for 
our markets here, and the revolutions which 
fhookand greatly depopulated that kingdom, have 
raifed the price of goods. The demand would, 
upon this head, fink in proportion in the Eaft ; 
but befides, the internal date of the various coun- 
tries, which formerly exchanged bullion for the 
goods of Bengal, has been long unfavourable tp 
foreign .commerce. 

S'Egvp^, n ago a great and a 

ilourilhing empire, has been torn to pieces, and 

almod 
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almoft depopulated by the cruelties of Nadir Shaw ; 
and, fincehisaflafiination, by unremitting civil wars. 

The few inhabitants, who cfcapcd the rage of the 
fword, fit down in the midft of poverty. Georgia 
and Armenia, who fliared in the troubles of Per- 
fia, ftiarc alfo her untoward fate. Indigence has 
Ihut up the doors of commerce } vanity has dif- 
appeared with wealth, and men content them- 
felves with the coarfe manufa^urcs of their native 
countries. 'I'he Turkiflt empire has long declined 
on its fouthern and cafiern frontiers. PgJ’pt re- 
belled : Babylonia, under its Bafiia, revolted. 

The difiradicd fiate oi the former has almofl fl\ut 
up the trade, by caravans, from Suez to Cairo; 
from the latter of which, the manufafturcs of 
Bengal were conveyed by fea to all the pons of 
the Ottoman dominions. 

I'he rapacity of thcBafliaof Bagdat, which is Syna, Da- 
cncreafed by the neceflity of keeping a great fiand- ^ 
ing force to fupport his ufurpatjon, lias environed 
with terror the walls of BulTora, which circum- 
fiance has almofl anniliilated its commerce nith 
Syria. Scarce a caravan pafies from the gulph of 
Perfia to Aleppo once in two years j and when it 
does, it is but poor and final!. Formerly, in 
every feafon, feveralrich and numerous caravans 
crofled the defait to Syria; but the few that ven- 
ture at prefent, being too weak to proiefl them- 
felves againfi the wandering Arabs, are ftopt by ^ 
every tribe, and are obliged to purchafe fafety 
with exorbitant duties. Trade is in a manner 
unknown ; the merchants of BufTora are ruined; 
and there were, lafl year, in the warehoufes of 
that city, of the manufaflures of Bengal, to the 
value of two hundred thoufand pounds, which 
could not be fold for half the prime coft. 

The number of independent kingdoms, which refi of 
havefiarted up from the rums of the Mogul ep- 

pire, 
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The annual inveflments of the 
Company, for which no fpecie 
is received, arnounts, at an ave- 
rage of ten years, to - £• 

Thofe of the Dutch, for which the 
fervants of the Company take 
bills on Europe, for remitting 
fortunes acquired in Beiigal, 200,000 

Thofe of the Trench, paid for to 350,000 
the natives, in the fame way , 

Thofe of the Portuguefe and Danes, 1 00,000 

£• 1,577.50® 

Bengal, it fhall hereafter appear, to ■ 
replace all this wafte, fcarce annu- 
ally receives in bullion, - -- 100,000 

She lofes, therefore, yearly, to ^ 

Europe, ' - ' ' - £. 1,477,500 

S > • I 

Caufeof The above eftimate of the exports of Bengal, 
us decline v;,bicb fire receives no fpecie, is formed on the 
prime cod of her manufaSiures. The balance- 
againll her comprehends the favings of the Com- 
pany on the revenue, the value of Britiftr exports, 
the private fortunes of individuals, which center 
in this kingdom. This ruinous commerce with 
Europe is not balanced, by a lucrative intercourfe 
with the various dates of Afia. . The increafe of 
the demand for the manufaftures of Bengal, for 
our markets here, and the revolutions which 
firookand greatly depopulated that kingdom, have 
raifed the price of goods. The demand would, 
upon this head, fmk in proportion in the Ead ; 
but befides, the internal date of the various coun- 
tries, which formerly exchanged bullion for the 
goods of Bengal, has been long unfavourable tq 
foreign commerce. 

about thirty years ago a great and a 
>‘1. flourifhing empire, has been torn to pieces, and 

almod 
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almoft depopulated by the cruelties of Nadir Shaw 5 
and, fincehisaflaffination, by unremitting civihvars. 
The few inhabitants, who cfcaped the rage of the 
fword, fit down in the midft of poverty. Georgia 
and Armenia, who fliared in the troubles of Per- 
fia, ftiare alfo her untoward fate. Indigence has 
Ihut up the doors of commerce; vanity has dif- 
appeared with wealth, and men content them- 
felves with the coarfe manufadurcs of their native 
countries. The Turkiflj empire has long declined 
on its fouthern and caflern frontiers. Kgypt re- 
belled : Babylonia, under its Bafiia, revolted. 
The diftra^led ftaie of the former has almofl fliut 
up the trade, by caravans, from Suez to Cairo; 
from the latter of which, the manufafturcs of 
Bengal were conveyed by fca to all the ports of 
the Ottoman dominions. 

The rapacity of theBafliaof Bagclat, which is 
encreafed by the necefiity of keeping a great Hand- 
ing force to fupport lu$ ufurpation, lias environed 
with terror the walls of Bufibra, which circum- 
Ilance has almod annihilated its commerce uith 
Syria. Scarce a caravan paffes from the gulph of 
Perfia to Aleppo once in two years ; and when it 
does, it is but poor and fmail. Formerly, in 
every feafon, feveralrich and numerous caravans 
crofled the defart to Syria; but the few that ven- 
ture at prefent, being too weak to protefl them- 
felves againfl the wandering Arabs, are ftopt by 
every tribe, and are obliged to purchafe fafety 
with exorbitant duties. Trade is in a manner 
unknown ; the merchants of Bufibra are ruined; 
and there were, laft year, in the warehoufes of 
that city, of the manufaflures of Bengal, to the 
value of two hundred thoufand pounds, which 
could not be fold for half the prime coft. 

The number of independent kingdoms, which 
have flatted up from the ruins of the Mogul em- 
pire, 
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pire, has almofl deflroyed the inland commerce 
of Bengal with the upper parts of Hindoftan. 
Every prince levies heavy duties upon ’all goods 
thatpafs through his dominions. The merchants, 
who formerly came down towards the mouths of 
the Ganges to purchafe commodities, have dif- 
continued a trade, not only ruined by impofts, but 
even unfafe from banditti. The province of Oud 
and Alfam are the only inland countries with 
which Bengal drives, at prefent, any trade. The 
former has greatly the balance in its favour againft 
us of late years, from the money expended by 
feven thoufand of our own troops, which till of 
late have been ftationed in the neighbourhood 
of the dominions of Suja-ul-Dowla, in conse- 
quence of an impolitic treaty, and to anfwer pri- 
vate views. The commerce of fait, beetle-nut, 
and tobacco, with Affam, is almoft balanced by 
the quantity of filk, Mugadutties and lack, which 
we receive from that kingdom in return. 

The trade of .Bengal, with the kingdoms and 
iflands of the eaftern Afia, ftill continues in fome de- 
gree; but it has been long on the decline. The coaft- 
ing trade with the maritime provinces of Hindoftan 
has, upon various accounts, decayed. We may 
venture to affirm, upon the whole, that the ba- 
lance in favour of Bengal, from all its Afiatic 
commerce, exceeds not annually one hundred 
thoufand pounds. The council of Calcutta have 
calculated it at lefs than half that fum. They 
eftimated, in the year 1768, the importation of 
bullion into Bengal, for the fpace of four years, 
at fifteen lacks of roupees ; which amounts annu- 
ally to forty.fix thoufand pounds of our money. 
But the caufe of this decay lies more in negligence, 
than in the prefent ftate of the maritime regions 
and iflands beyond the eaftern mouth of the Gan- 
ges. 


To 
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To draw a conclufion from the obfervaiions 
made: Though Bengal, by her induflry, yields to 
Europe, of manufa^lurcs, to the annual amount of 
one million five hundred and fcventy-fevcn thou- 
fand five hundred pounds, for which flic receives 
nothing ; yet, if the balance of her trade with 
Afia amounts to one hundred thoufand pounds, 

/he may Hill continue loflouri/h under a proper 
fyftcm of internal regulation. The paiadox is 
hitherto fupportable by argument and proof ; but 
there ftill remain heavy articles to be brought into 
the account againd Bengal. Some.of the articles, 
from their complicated nature, mull be Hated 
from opinion *. Others reft on incontrovertible 
fa£ls. The eftimate of the firft fliall be made as j 
low as po/Tiblc: The latter are cflabliflied be- 
yond the power of cavil iifelf. 

The fpecie carried from Bengal 
the expelled Nabob, Caflim i 
is fuppofed to amount to i,2jo,ooo 

Specie carried away by men of pro- 
perty, who lia\e deferted the 
kingdom fmee the power of the 
company prevailed, 

The expences of the war, for one 
whole year, in iltc dominions 
of Sujaful-Oowla, at five lacks 
per month; whicli, after de- 
dufling fifty lacks, paid by treaty 
by that prince, amounts to 
Specie fent from Bengal to pay a 
brigade, confifting of feven thou- 
fand men, ftationed for five 
years, after the peace, at Alla- 
habad, at the annnal expcnce of 
fifteen lacks 


2,500,000 


125,000 


937>5o<^ 




of fn^cie 
to heiigal. 


Carry over 


4,812,500 

the 
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Brought over 4,8125500 

Specie fent from that kingdom to 
China and Madrafs, including 
the expences of troops on the 
coaft, detached from the efta- 
blifliment of Bengal - 1,500,000 

Specie brought to England - 100,000 


Exported of fpecie - - 6,412,500 

Deduft the imports of bullion for 
twelve years, at the annual fum 
of one hundred thoufand pounds i ,200,000 


Decreafe in the fp6cie of Bengal 
fmce the acceffion of the com- 
pany to the dominion of that 
kingdom - ' -■ 


5,212,500 


Her pre- 
fen t cora- 
p'ared 


This ruinous date of the commerce of Bengal, 
is, by no means, exaggerated. To deprive every 
adverfary of argument, the calculations are, by 
the Author of the Enquiry, purpofely rendered 
extremely low. A comparative view of the for- 
mer Situation of that once opulent kingdom with 
its prefent condition, will throw additional light 
on the fubjeft. In the days of the empire, the 
balance of trade for which Bengal received bul- 
lion, has been eftimated at £. 1,687,500 

peduft the annual revenue fent 
in fpecie to Delhi - . 

Yearly acquifition in money 


1,250,000 


437*500 

with her The kingdom of Bengal, it appears, has not, 

commerce. misfortunes, fallen off greatly 

from her former exports of manufaftures. She 
Rill fends to Europe, within one hundred and ten 
thoufand pounds a-year of the quantity, for which 

Rie 
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fne received the above balance of bullion, in the 
days of her profperily. 'Ihis, had not her fpecie 
been exported, would not have impovcrillied her. 

But let us fuppofe that her whole currency amount- 
ed to fifteen millions ; the entire lofs of a third 
part of that fum mull have inevitably difireffed 
her ; and an annual decrcafc of near half a mil- 
lion mufi, if not prevented, in a few years, to- 
tally ruin the little commerce that Hill remains. 

The profpcct is gloomy. 'l*hc taxes mufi be lef- 
fened, and the ruin, which we have brought on 
an unfortunate country, will recoil upon ourfcivcs. 

'ib illufirate the argument by comparifon. Rcf7^i- 
Wcrc the paper-currency of Great Britain 
tall^ fupprefled, and her gold and filvcr currency, 
which is efitmafed at feven millions, left for the 
purpofes of trade and taxation. It is evident, that 
ruinous confequenccs mull enfue; but none w’ill 
pretend to afrirm, that the nation, by furh a 
meafure, would become one farthing poorer than 
before. Trade, however, from the want of a 
fufiicient quantity of thc'figns of w'ealth and pro- 
perty, would be cramped in all its veins. The 
intereft of money, in fpitc of laws, would rife 
to an enormous pitch. The fame want of .cur- 
rency would, at the fame lime, become fuch a 
check upon luxury, that the price of labour, and 
efpecially of provifions, would fall, unlefs the 
latter were kept up by rigouroufly inforcing the 
prefent taxes without abatement. The price of 
provifions, in that cafe, would rife every day, 
and the p.oor would daily become Icfs able to pur- - 
chafe. The people would, in a very few years, be 
fiript of all their property, and national beggary 
would be followed by national luin. 

Bengal, from tlic decreafe of her fpecie, feels, ruinous 
in fafl, the miferies which we have in fpeculation 
juft defbribed. Were not her taxes inforced by 

oppreflion, 
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opp'/effion, provifions would fall in proportion to 
the decreafe of wealth ; fuppofing the number pf 
inhabitants and ftate of cultivation to continue 
the fame. But the reverfe happens, from our en- 
deavouring to keep up the revenues to their 
former pitch. The farmer cannot fell his grain 
without a price, which bears a proportion to the 
rents which he is obliged to pay, whilfl his cul- 
tivation decreafes for want of a fufficient (lock. 
The'conhimer, at the fame time, mull have food. 
If he is a manuladlurer or labourer, he mull raife 
his goods or his wages to anfwer the price of bread. 
The evils of a forced Hate of fociety encreafe. 
Famine, with all its horrors, enfues, and, by 
fweeping away fome millions of wretched people, 
gives, to the unhappy furvivors, the refpite of a 
few years. 


Obfervaimis on- Monopolies, 

Refieai- THE MonopoHcs ellablilhed by the fervants of 
the Company in Bengal, furnilh an ample field 
for animadverfion. But other writers have alrea- 
dy occupied that province. The brevity which the 
Author of the Enquiry has preferibed to his work, 
induces him to pafs lightly over ground that has 
been trodden before It is fuperfluous to infill 
upon the prejudice which Monopoly has done to 
the natural rights of the natives, and to the privi- 
leges which they polfelfed, by prefeription, from 
Defpotifm itfelf. This part of the fubjedl has been 
handled with ability by others : we fliall flightly 
touch upon what has elcaped their obfervation. 

Salt, in almoll every country, is one of the ne-. 
celfaries of life. In Bengal, which Hill contains 
near fifteen millions of people, the confumption 

of 
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oF this article muft be very great ; for, befidcs 
what ' they themfelves confume, they mix 
great quantities with the food of their cattle. 

Salt is produced by filirallng the earth near the 
mouths of the Ganges, and by then boiling the 
water which is impregnated with faline particles. 

The procefs is fimple and cheap, where wood for 
fuel colls nothing. Ihe low price at which ialc 
could be conveyed through all the branches of the 
Ganges, rendered it an advantageous article of 
trade with the inland ports of Hindoflan. Great 
quantilieb were were fent to Benaris and Mirza- 
pour, from the m.irVcis ol Avhkh, the provinces 
Oudand Allahaha-i, tlic te^^^o^ic^ of tiiu Raja of 
Bundela, and of all tlic petty princc> ot ii»c l.mg- 
domof Malavd, were fupplied. '1 his. trade by a 
fociety of Monopolies in Calcutta, was feized 
in the year 170.. Avarice got the better of pru- 
dfence; and a rage for prekni giin cutoff all fu- 
ture profpe^ls. 'Ihearticle of lalt ^\as laifed two 
hundred per cent, j and the foreign purcliafers, 
finding that they could be fupphed at a much 
cheaper rate with rock-falt from the dominions of 
the Rohillas near Delhi, this valuable commerce 
at once was loft. 

Beetle-nut and Tobacco have, by the ftrength Moropo- 
of habit, become almoft neceflaries of life in 
Hindoftan. The firft is produced in many parts 
■awi i's si’aViw-a'iid wtT 

all the empire. There was, however, a confider- 
able exportation from Bengal in thefe articles ; 
and it, unfortunately for that country, aitrafled 
the notice of the Monopolifts. But, as if Mono- 
polies were not fufficient to deftroy the inland • 
commerce of Bengal, with the reft of Hindoftan, 
an ediftwds ifliied, in the year 1768, prohibiting 
all the fervants of the Company, the free mer- 
• chants, Armenians, Portuguefe, and all foreigners 

whatfoever, 
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whatfoever, from carrying goods beyond, the 
limits of our province, under the pain of con- 
fifcation, and the fevered punifliments inflifted 
on their agents. 

The d:- The Court of Direftors, it is but juftice to de- 

ekated!’”' clare, have invariably oppofed the above-recited 
deflruftive monopolies. But the command^ of 
fugitive and tranfient maftets are weak in oppofi- 
tion to- intereft. The fluctuations in Leadenhall- 
ftreet, deprived the mandates which ilTued from, 
it of all their authority ; and the prefidency abroad 
frequently received orders, from their conftitu- 
ents at home, with the fame inattention that the 
Nizam of Golconda would pay to the Firman of 
the unfortunate Shaw Allum. The Diredors, in 
fhort, are only to blame in an acquiefcence to a 
difobedience to the orders of their predeceflbrs in 
office. Carrying frequently the animofity of prior 
contention into their meafures, they forgot the 
attention due to their own power, in the pleafure 
of feeing a flur thrown on that of their opponents. 
They are alfo blameable for the fufpicious veil of 
fecrecy with which they affe£l to cover their af- 
fairs. The door of information is, in fdme mea- 
fiire, fliut up j the inferior fervants are precluded, 
by an ill-founded fear, from laying open to them 
the ftate of Government abroad, and it was per- 
haps the interefl; of their fuperior fervants to con- 
ceal a part of the truth. Subflantial darknefs 
has by thefe means fettled on objeclsj which, it 
is even the intereft of the Company, as well as 
of the nation, fliould be known to the world. 


Mode 
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Mode of coUeBin^ i/je Revenuet. 

THE princes, whom we raifed in Bengal, va- Fugitive 
ninied imperceptibly from their thrones. Light 
and unfubftantial as the (hew of power with which, 
as in derifion, we invefted them, they difappear* 
ed, like Romulus, but without a llorm. The 
benefits derived from former revolutions, created 
a love of change; and the angel of death, if not 
bur friend, Was opportune in his frequent vifits 
to the Mufnud. In thecourfeof five years, three 
Nabobs expired; and the unfledged fovereign, 
who acceded to the nominal government ot Ben- 
gal on the March of 1770, has enjoyed already, 
confidering the times, a long reign. Nabobs, to 
own the truth, are ufelefs ; and they are difmifled 
to ' their fathers, without either ceremony or 
noife. * 

In the year 1765, upon the demife of Jaffier, Nabobs, 
whom we had, for the firft time, raifed in 1757 
to the government, for his convenient treachery 
to his mafler, Nijim-ul-Dowla, his fon by a com- 
■mon profliiute, was, in the eighteenth year of 
his age, placed upon the throne, in the capital 
of Murfliedabad. Soon after the accefljon of this 
prince, a noble governor, on the part of tlis 
Company, arrived at Calcutta, and executed the 
treaty which has furnilhed materials for a preced- 
ing fedion. Mahommed Riza, a man of iefs in- 
tegrity than abilities, was made prime minifler ; 
a^ivity being a virtue more neceflary to the in- 
tention of his creation than honefty. The wretch- 
ed Nijim-ul*Dowla was a mere name; a figure 
of flate more defpicable, if poffible, than the 
meannefs of his family and parts. The whole 
executive government turned upon Mahommed 
Ri^a. A refident was fent from Calcutta to 

check 
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check the accounts of the nominal government ; 
as if one man, who knew very little of the lan- 
guage, manners, and. opinions of the people, 
could prevent the frauds of an artful minilter, 
and ten thoukind of his dependents, verfed in the 
management of finance. The confcquence might 
be forefeen with little penetration. Unable, and 
perhaps unwilling to oppofe the current, the re- 
fulent fell down with the dream, and became fo 
far a check upon Mahommed, that he appropri- 
ated to himfelf a part of what the minider might 
otherwife have thrown into his own treafure. 

Mahom- Mahommed Riza, as a fmall falary of odicc, 
received annually one hundred and twelve thou- 
fand five hundred pounds, with three hundred 
and feventy-five thoufand pounds a-year to be dif- 
tributed in penfions among his friends. The mi- 
nifier, with his other good qualities, had no lo- 
cal attachment to friends. They were of vari- 
ous complexions and religions; fair- faced Euro- 
peans, as well as fvvartby Indians ; and, though 
profefling Mahommedanifm himfelf, he was fo 
far from being an enemy 'to the uncircumcifed, 
'that it is faid the mofi; of his penfions and gratui- 
ties were bellowed on good Chiifiians born in 
Great Britain and Ireland. Mahommed, how- 
ever, did not take up his whole time with ads of 
benevolence to our nation. He applied himfelf 
to bufinefs ; and he was more rigid in executing 
the government which the revolted Nabobs had 
eilablifned in Bengal,- than fond of introducing 
innovations more favourable to the profperity of 
the country. 

Impct.tjc 1 he Nabobs of Bengal, it has been already 
obferved, began the ruinous policy of farming out 
the lands annually ; leaving the wretched tenants 
to the oppreffion and tyranny of temporary Ze- 
mindars. At the commencement of every y^ear, 

there 
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there is a general congrefs of all the great far- 
mers, at the capital of Bengal j which meeting 
is, in the language of the country, called Punea. 

The object of the congrefs is to fettle the accounts 
of the former year, and to give the lands for ano- 
ther, to the higheft bidder. The competition 
between the farmers is favourable to the private 
intereft of Mahommed Riza, and his friend the 
lefident; but it is defltuftive to the poor, and 
confequently to the Company’s affairs. 

The charge of travelling, Irom the more diffant and cruel 
divifions of the province, and the expence of liv- 
ing in the capital, are but a very inconfiderable 
part of the lofs of the farmers in this vifit to court. 
Pretences are never wanting to intimidate them, 
on account of their paft conduft ; and where no 
competitors offer of themfeUes, fome are created 
by the miniffer, to raife anxiety and terror, Pre- 
fents are an infallible remedy for quaftiing all en- 
quiries into former oppreflions ; and a bribe fe- 
cures to them the power of exercifing, for ano. 
they year, their tyrannies over the unhappy te- 
nants. It would be endlefs to trace the intrigues 
of the farmers upon this occafion : it would be 
difficult to expofe all the artful villany of the mi- 
nifter. The Zemindars, however wealthy they 
may be, feign fuch poverty, as not to be able to 
make up the balances of the preceding year.. 

They have even been known to carry the farce 
fo far, as to fuffer a fevere whipping before they 
would produce their money. 

The avarice of Mahommed Riza is the caufe of mode of 
this unmanly behaviour in the wretched farmers. 

"When they feem rich, the Impoft is raifed ; and 
the bribe mud in proportion be greater. 'I heir 
love of money is often more powerful than the 
fear of bodily pain. When they have long groan- 
ed under the lalh, fome banker or money-broker 

VoL. III. F appears. 
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Jippears, who, for the exorbitant intereft of ten 
per cent, per month, difcharges the debt. The 
farmer, by I’uch means as thefe, often deceives 
the vigilance of the minifter and refident, and 
obtains his lands for another year, becaufe no 
one elfe will offer a fum which the pofTeffor finds 
fo much difficulty to pay. A friend, in the fe- 
cret, gives fecurity for the rents ; and a prefent, 
thrown into the hands of the minifler, fufpends, 
for the time, the difcipline of the v/hlp. 

Jn the year 1767, the Author of the Enquiry, 
nuc. who rcfided, at the time, in Bengal, had the cu- 
riofity to calculate the expence of the Bundubufl;,- 
or yearly fettlement. He formed his eftimate from 
the accounts of various Zemindars, and he avers,- 
without exaggeration, that the expences amounted 
to twenty-feven and one-half per cent, of the 
rents of their lands ; which may amount to„ a 
million fterling. Thefe trivial perquifites were 
fiiared between Mahommed Riza, his friends, and 
the bankers of Murffiedabad. The place of the 
Company’s refident at the Durbar, or the court 
of the Nabob, was honestly worth one hun- 
dred and fifty thoufand pounds a-year, 

Tiis bcid Thefe embezzlements and fraudulent pradices 
were not, however, fo detiimental to the Compa-- 
ny’s affairs, from the adual decreafe in the re- 
venues, as from the general depravity of manners’, 
and the opprelfions which they Introduced. When 
the fouices of government are corrupted, they 
poifon the whole fir^ani. Every petty officer in 
the fiatc, every clerk oi the revenues, affumed 
the tyrant in his own department. Juftice was 
totally fufpended : and the fear of being plunder- 
ed by a fupeiior, was the only check that remain- 
ed againfl the commiffion of the rnofl: atrocious 
ernnes. Every infiance of abftaining from the 
ntofi cruel opprcllions, proceeded from indolence : 

every 
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every aft of tyranny from the love of money. 

The diftcmper of avarice, in the extreme, feemed 
to infeftall, whom the W’rathof God againfl: a de- 
voted people, had placed in power. 

The confequenccs of this mode of letting the confe- 
lands of Bengal, wercfuchas might, with little 
forefight, have been expefted ; had not Arongcr 
impreflions, than ihofc of rcafon been necelTary 
to convince men of a profitable error. Nothing 
in the conquered provinces was premeditated but 
rapine. Every tiling, but plunder, was left to 
chance and necefiity, who iinpofe their own laws. 

The farmers, having no certainty of holding the 
lands beyond the year, made no improvements. 

Their profit muA be immediate, to fatisfy the hand 
of A\arice, which wasfufpcnded over their Iieads. 
Imprefled with the uncertainty of ilicir fituation, 
they ralfed the rents, to the laA farthing, on the 
wTetched tenants ; who, unwilling toforfake their 
ancient habitations and houfchold gods, fubmit- 
ted to impofitions which they could not pay. 

They looked up to Heaven in their difirefs j but 
no redrefs remained for the wretched. 

Year after year brought new t)rants, or con-of’^at 
firmed theold,in the praftice of their former oppref- 
fions. The tenants, being, at length, ruined, the 
farmers were unable to make good their contra6ls 
with government. Their cruelty to their inferi- 
ors recoiled, at length, on themfelves. hlany 
of them w’ere bound to flakes and whipped j but 
their poverty ceafed to be feigned. Their com- 
plaints were heard in every fquare of Murfiieda- 
bad ; and not a few of them expired in agonies, 
under the lafli. IVIanyof the inferior tenants, re- 
duced to defpair, fled the country, hoping to de- 
rive from other derpoliflns, that lenity, which our 
indolence, to fpeak the belt of ourfelves, denied. 

Thofe that remained were deprived of the fmall 
F 2 flock 
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flock neceflary for cultivation ; and a great part 
of the lands lay wafte. Every governor thought 
it incumbent upon him to keep up the revenues 
to their former pitch ; but, in fpite of the per- 
mitted cruelty of Mahommed Riza, they conti- 
nued, every year, to decreafe. It could not have 
happened otherwife ; unlefs Heaven had wrought 
miracles as a reward for our virtues.- 

In proportion as an unfortunate people became 
lefs able to bear the eftabliflied taxation, the modes 
of colle£ling it became more oppreffive. Seven 
entire battalions were added to our military efta- 
blilhment to enforce the colle£lions. They car- 
ried terror and ruin through the country •, but 
poverty was more prevalent than obflinacy every 
where. This new force became an enormous ex- 
pence to the Company ; and the unnatural pref- 
fure on the people raifed the price of provifions. 
The manufadurers, to be able to purchafe bread, 
fliewed an inclination to raife the price of their 
goods. ' It was foon perceived that, fliould - this 
be permitted, the manufadures of Bengal would 
not anfwer in Europe, fo as even to indemnify the 
Company for prime cofl:, for duties and other ex- 
pences, exclufive of the profit which a commer-, 
cial body had a right to exped. The prices mull 
be kept down ; but this could not be done with- 
out violence. Provifions became daily dearer j 
and the demand for goods encreafed. 

The officers chiefly employed in the manage- 
ment of the revenues, being needy adventurers 
from Perfia and the upper India, carried avarice, 
as well as the arbitrary ideas of their own diilrad- 
ed governments, into their departments. Solici- 
tous to obtain an immediate advantage to them- 
felvcs, they forgot the interefl of their employ- 
ers ; and pradiled every fpecies of rapine and 
violence on the timid inhabitants of Bengal. The 

o 
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VTcalth, Avhich, in the fpace of a few years, they 
accumulated, enabled them to return into their 
native countries, and thus they furnifiied another 
caufe of the decline of fpecie in the kingdoth. 

Th^fe foreign colle^ors maintained a numerous 
train of needy dependents, who, under the protec- 
tion of their tyrannical mailers, aflumed the 
privilege of rapine and peculation. Venality 
ceafed to be a crime ; and dexterity in the art of 
impofition, was deemed a recommendation to the 
firfl offices of truft. 

Mahommed Riza made it his invariable policy of goTerji- 
to keep the fervants of the Company in igno- 
ranee of the true flatc of affairs; and when any 
deception was praQifed, another was formed to 
conceal it from view. He entered into acol- 
lufion with many of the farmers. Occafi- 
onal accounts were framed 5 and the ufual ac- 
counts were fludioufiy involved in inextricable 
confufion. Men, averfe to trouble, throw them 
afide; and ncgleft their duty in their indolence. 

The fervants of Mahommed Riza not only efcape 
cenfure, but retain their places ; and thus iniquity 
fuTnifhes to itfelf a new field, for a repetition 
of its execrable talents. LVortioni 

To invefligate the various demands and extor- 
tions of the Aumins, or the protectors of the 
people, who, inftead of defending, pillage their 
charge, would be endlefs. Thefe, by a collufion 
wuh the Zemindars, prey with them on the un- 
fortunate tenants. The Gomaflas, or agents, 

Bellols, Pikes, Pikars, Burkandaz, and other ver- 
min, employed in the colleflioii and inveflmenc, 
cftablifh a thoufand modes of oppreflion and ex- 
tortion. An ignorant and unhappy people fee 
thefe officers of government through the medium, 
of fear ; and comply, in melancholy filence, with 
their exorbitant demands. Nocolleftor, not even 
his principal fervant, travels over any part of his dif- 
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without impofing upon the village in which 
he chufes to reft, a tax of rice, fowl, kid, fruits, 
and every other luxury of the table, for himfelf, 
and his dependents. He alfo levies fines, at plea- 
fure, for frivolous offences, and under various, 
and often falfe pretexts. The crime confifts, 
in the ability of the perfon to pay the fine ; and 
nothing but the excefs of mifery and poverty is 
fafe from«.the griping hand of Avarice, 
of the col- The Zemindars, or principal farmers, copy the 
icftors. officers of government, in tyranny. The Riots, 
or wretched tenants, are forced to give their la- 
bour gratuitoufly, to this tranfitory lord of a year, 
whenever he chufes to employ their toil in his fields, 
when their own farms lie wafte for want of 
cultivation. There is not one article of confump- 
tion with which the poor tenants are not obliged 
to fupply the general farmer. The quantity 
brought is frequently more than his confumpt 
demands ; and, in thefe cafes, they are forced, 
under the infpeclion of his fervants, to carry 
their own property to market, and to difpofe of 
it for the ufe of their lord. They even frequent- 
ly raife or fall the exchange upon the roupees, 
againft the wretched hufbandmen ; and, without 
even the ftrength of cuftom, they exadt, from 
the lower fort, fees upon births, marriages, and 
contrafts. Ihere is fcarce an occurrence upon 
whjch they have not invented arbitrary impofts. 
pc'ifcr' ffhe Compan)’^, having never examined into the 
ot the ^2^1 tenures by which many poffefs their lands. 
Company, left an ample field for fequeftration, fraud, and 
encroachment. The Talookdars, or the favou- 
rites and dependents of former Nabobs, hold, by 
grants from their patrons, extenfive tradls of land. 
Some of thefe grants convey a kind of freehold j 
others, eflates at a very low rent, pofTefling, be- 
fides, particular exemptions and extraordinary 

immunities. 
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immunities. Thcfe alienations ^vcre never valid, 
in the days of the empire, without being renewed 
by every viceroy ; and no good reafon remains, 
why they lliould now exift, as the illegal means of 
opprefllon, in the hands of petty tyrants. They 
have even added encroachment upon the adjacent 
landSj'to flie injufticeby which they poflefs their 
own ; and they have prefumed to lay toils on fer- 
ries, and imports upon markets, even beyond the 
limits of tlieir imperfc^l grants. This encroach- 
ment on the rights of the Company is, however, 
a kind of benefit to the people, 'i’iie poflefibr of 
the grant, confiders the lands whicli it deferibes, 
as his own property ; and he is, from a natural 
felfifhncfs, more a friend to his inferiors than the 
fugitive Zemindar of a year. 

To render clear affairs hitherto little under- ju«imin- 
flood, we murt: defeend into more particulars. ® 
The frauds and opprertions committed in Ben- 
gal, in the coUeftion of the revenue, arc as vari- 
ous as they are without number. The interior 
policy fubfirting in iliat kingdom, will throw new 
light on the fubjeff. Some of. tlie lands in Ben- 
gal go under the defignation of Comar, having 
no native tenants, being cultivated by vagrant 
hufbandmen, who wander from place to place in 
queft of labour. A farmer takes frequently large 
trails of thefe lands upon conirad. He obliges 
himfelf to be anfwerabic to government for the 
produce; but he keeps the accounts himfelf. 

The vagrant hufljandmen whom he employs, 
having neither implements of agiiculitire nor 
flock, are, from time to time, fupplied with 
fmal! fums by the farmer, and, when the harvefl 
is gathered in, he appropriates to himfelf two 
thirds of the crop; after paying himfelf from the 
remainder, for the inierefl of the fums advanced 
to the vagrants. The accounts delivered in to 

government 
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govcTninent conluin every tlnng but the truth ; 
and this mode, from our indolence,^ becoming 
mod profitable to llie Zemindar, he \vifiics to de- 
populate the country, in fomc incafurc, for his 
own gain. 

Tliedands, which arc under the immediate ma- 
nagemcni of government, arc, in the language 
of the country, called Cofs. Ihey difier from 
the Comar in various particulars. Stewards arc 
appointed to fuperintend them, without the power 
o{ making new conirads with the tenants, or ot 
raifing upon them the rents, being accountable 
only for the rents of the lands, as they Hand 
upon the rolls of the clifiri^l. TlieTe rolKs, how- 
ever, are in general falfe and defeOive. Some 
lands, to ferve particular friends, arc greatly un- 
der-rated *, and others are entirely concealed by 
the addrefs of the Rewards. To grant certain 
immunities to the fiewards thcmfelvcs, was for- 
merly much in praiRicc. They were permitted 
to poflefs, for their fubfificncc, gardens, paflures, 
ponds for fifli, and fields for rice. Tiiefe privi- 
leges have been greatly enlarged fince Bengal fell 
under the Company ; and the Rewards have fixed 
no decent bounds to their encroachments. 

Ihe lands diRinguifited by the name of Rlottv, 
are pofieRed and cultivated by the native inhabi- 
tants under Zemindars, or farmers, who contracl 
for them with government for an annual fum. 
The rents are partly levied on a mealuremcnt, 
and partly on the various productions which arc 
fent to maTket, and converted into money by the 
farmer. The ruinous eftetls of this mode of col- 
lefting the revenue have been already explained. 
There are, befides, great quantities of waRe 
lands, which are of two kinds ; lands Rruck off 
the public books, at a former period, which are 
now cultivated, but not brought to account ; 

and 
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'and fuch as are really wafte, which comprehend 
at lead one fourth part of Bengal, Of the for- 
mer there are many large fertile trafts, well cul- 
tivated, which have been appropriated by Zemin- 
dars and their dependents; and they find means, 
in their accounts with an indolent government, 
to avoid all fcrutiny into their ufurpations. 

To add to the mifmanagement, lands are fet 
apart for almoft every officer under the govern- 
ment ; a mode of falary which makes no appear- 
ance upon the annual accounts, but which, not- 
withftanding, amounts to more than all the ap- 
parent charges of coUeflion. Great hurt arifes 
to the revenues from this praflice, and the abufe 
fubfifts without reformation. The lands of all 
the officers ought inftantly to be refumed, and 
their falaries to be paid out of the exchequer. 
Many of the colleilors have alfo impofed partial 
duties upon the fubjed; and thus have added 
oppreffion and injuftice to the people, to their 
ufurpations upon government. 

Juflice is fuffered to be greatly perverted by the 
officers above fpecified, and others, who, from 
their inherent art or abilities, fubffitute their 
own decifions where government have eflablifhed 
no legal judges. The cuftcm of impofing mulcts 
and fines in all cafes, U an intolerable grievance 
to a wretched people, llie lich fuffer, by having 
money to give; the poor, by being deprived of 
refiitution, becaufe they have none. Every Ma- 
hommedan, who can mutter over the Coran, raifes 
himfelf to a judge, without either licence or ap- 
pointment ; and every Brahmin, at the head of a 
tribe, diftributes juftice accoiding to his own 
fancy, without controuL The latter threatens 
the ignorant with the dreadful puniffiment of 
excommunication; and thus his own moderation 
becomes the meafure of the fums which he receives 
from an unfortunate race of men. 
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Such, in the year 1767, was the true ftate of 
ret, Ulan- Bengal*, but, it is to be hoped, that the regula- 
tions of 1770 have reformed many abufes. A 
plan was in that year digefted, and begun to be 
carried into execution by men who could not be 
Grangers to any one of the above particulars *, 
though, from their ftrid' adherence to the regu- 
lations of a noble governor, to which they were 
tied down by exprefs orders from the Court of 
Direftors, the abufes were permitted to exift till 
the country was beggared and depopulated. The 
(.flefl: v.'hich the plan may have, cannot yet be 
eftimated with precifion. Were we, however, to 
judge from the improvements in Eurdwan, which 
has been under the management of a very able 
fervant for fome years part, and has greatly en- 
creafed in revenue and population, the new re- 
gulations wall be attended with very confiderable 
advantages to the Company. But even Burdw^n 
owed part of its profperity to. the mifery and dif- 
trefs of the furrounding diflrifts. The plan 
adopted wall be far from elFedluating the reforma- 
tion and encreafe of the revenue w'hich are now 
required ; for the balance of the revenue could,- 
in the year 1770, hardly difeharge the four hun- 
dred thoufand pounds paid annually to govern- 
ment.' If our information is juft, what mighty 
advantages have the Company derived from their 
great acquifitions in Bengal ? 


Idea of ihe prefent Governmeni of Bengali 

pMfi.o/of' total fufpenfion of all jufticej among the 

r. jiiitui.-. natives of Bengal, w'as another caufe of national 
decay. Men who retained feme property in fpite 
of the violence of the times, inftead of being 

protefled 
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prote£led by Briiifii laws, found that they had 
not even the juftice of a defpot to depend upon 
when they • were wronged. The odteers of the 
Nabob, AS they were called, committed 
every fpccies of violence, under the pffetence of 
the orders of the Company. When any perfon 
complained to the governor and council, he was 
referred back to thofe very men of whom he had 
complained. 'Hie heavy crime of having ap- 
pealed to Britifh juflicc was thrown in his face, 
by opprefTors who were at once judges and par- 
ty; and ruin and corporal punifliincnt were added 
to his other wrongs. 'J*he fpirit winch afieris 
the natural rights of mankind, was called info* 
lence, till it was totally broken by oppreflion ; 
and men were even cautious in venting their 
complaints in fecret, fearing that the very walls 
of their mofk private apartments had cars. 

Thefe grievances, however, proceeded not 
from the inhumanity of the Britifli governors in 
Bengal. The Author of the Enquiry can aver, 
from perfonal knowledge, that the fuccelTors of 
a certain noble lord were men of probity and ho- 
nour, enemies to oppreflion and cruelty of every 
kind. But the whole weight of fuch a monflrous 
and heterogeneous chaos of govcruinent, confifl- 
ing of military, political, commercial and judi- 
cial affairs, falling upon (he flioulders of men un- 
experienced in tile regulation and management 
of the great machine of ftate, it was impolfible 
for them to give the necefiary attention to all de- 
partments. The multiplicity of affairs over- 
whelmed them with its weight; and the king- 
dom fuffered more from a total want of fyflem, 
than from any premeditated defign. 

The courts of juftice, which the wifdom of the S'-'mt 
houfe of ft'imur had eftablifhed in the cities, .and 
various diviftons of the provinces, were either an- 

nihilated, 

n»ed Rwa. 
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nibilated, ot they lofl their power under the fum- 
mary derpotifin of the revolted Nabobs. Ma- 
hommed Riza, as the adling rainifler, had the 
whole executive power in his hands ; and thofe 
who retained the name of judges were only the 
executioners of his partial and violent decifions. 
The Company’s governor could not, in the na- 
ture of things, enter into the caufe of every indi- 
vidual, in a very populous kingdom. When he 
confulted his ov/n cafe, he yielded to a kind of 
necefliiy; and he had to his own confcicncc the 
plaufible excufe of having remanded the com- 
plaints to the judgment of a man who was per- 
feflily acquainted with the manners, cufloms and 
prejudices of the natives. 

Impolitic But even friendfliip itfelf W'ill not p/crmit the 

and ruiH- Enquiry to juftify the political con- 

duft of any of thofe men who poflefled the fu- 
preme powder in Bengal. Many regulations, ob- 
vious in themfelves, might have been formed; 
many pernicious pradices be aboliflied, which 
have been continued either through negligence 
or motives of another kind. Among the latter, 
ought to be numbered the cuftom of flriking 
roupees every year, and ilfuing them out at five 
per centum above the real weight and flandard. 
To explain the fubjed, a dry difiertation mufl: be 
introduced. The new'-coined roupees are iffued 
from the mint at fixteen per centum more than 
the current roupee; a coin merely imaginary, 
for the convenience of reducing all money to a 
certain denomination. . The Sicca loupee, as the 
coin is called, continues to circulate, at the above 
value, till towards the latter end of the firft 
year. The dealers in money, as the roupee lofes 
three per centum of its value at the beginning of 
the fecond year, refufe to receive it in payment, 

, without 
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without a deduftion of one or two per centum as 
it advances to that period. , 

In the beginning of the lecond year, the rou- 
pee, by this moft prepoflerous of all regulations, 
has loft three per centum of its imaginary value- 
In this manner it continues gradually to fall, till 
the third year after coinage ; and, from that time 
forward it remains at eleven per centum, the in- 
liinfic value of the filver. The poiTefibr of the 
roupee may then, upon the payment of three per 
centum to the mint, have the fame re-coined into 
a new Sicca of the imaginary value of fixteen per 
centum. This gain of two per centum is intended 
as an inducement to bring in the filver, that the 
government may have an opportunity, every year, 
of robbing the public of three per centum upon 
the greater part of their current fpecie. To fup. 
port this moft iniquitous fyftem, the revenues are 
directed to be paid in the new Sicca roupees, 
otherwife the money-changer will make fuch de- 
duSions, as muft occafion a very confiderable 
lofs to the unfortunate people. This evil is at- 
tended by another. The courfe of exchange in 
the markets varies toward the worft, from this 
cruel regulation by government, from combina- 
tions among the bankers, and the demand for 
particular roupees to difeharge the revenue. 

This mode of levying an annual tax on the fil- 
ver currency, is not of the invention of the Bii- 
tifh governors of Bengal. The regulation derived 
its firft exiftence from the well-known bankers, 
the Jaggat Seats of Murfhedabad, in the fhorc 
reign of the inconfideraie Surage-u!-Dowla. The 
error lies in its being adopted. But we drop this 
part of the fubjefV, and return to the prefent ftate 
of government. To do juftice to the Court of 
Diredlors, their repeated orders have checked 
the violence and rapine of the nominal govern- 
ment of the Nabob. Some of the Company’s 
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fervants fuperintend, in various divifions of the 
country, the colle^ion of the revenue. The 
pehfion, and emoluments of Mahommed Riza 
have been leflened with his power. The king- 
dom, in point of civil regulation, if civil regula- 
tion can exill without regular courts of juflice, 
is on a better footing than before. But much 
remains to be done! '•The diflrelfes of an unfor- 
tunate people continue to increafe, through caufes 
which muft be explained. 


General Ohfervaiions, 

THE idea t)f the prefent (late and government 
of Bengal conveyed, in the preceding feclions, 
juftifks the following conclufion, That the Com- 
pany, in the management of that great kingdom, 
have hitherto miflaken their own interefl. To 
increafe the revenues was the point to which their 
fervants invariably direcled their attention; but 
the means employed defeated their views, and 
became ruinous to a people whom their arms 
had fnbdued. Though they exported the fpccie, 
though they checked commerce by monopoly, 
they heaped oppreffion upon additional taxes, as 
if rigour were neceffary to power. 

Much penetration was not neceffary to difeover, 
that it was not by the revenues of Bengal alone 
that either the Britifli nation or the Company were 
to be'enriched. A country deflitute of mines,' 
deprived of foreign commerce, mufl, however 
opulent from better times, in the end be exhauft- 
ed. ihe tranfitory acquisition, upon the opinion 
that all the fpecie of Bengal had centered in Great 
Britain, would have no defirable effedl:. The fu- 
gitive wealth would glide through our hands ; and 
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we would have only our folly to regret, when the 
fources would happen to become dry. Bengal, 
without ruin to itfelf, could fpare none of its ipe- 
cie j and theobjefts to which our aim fhourd have 
been direfted, are as obvious as they are falutary. 

We ought to have encouraged agriculture, the 
trade with the reft of Afia, and internal manu- 
faOure. 

Agriculture conftitutes the wealth of every fro-n iSe 
ftate, not merely commercial. Bengal, a king- 
dom fix hundred miles in length, and three hun- 
dred in breadth, is compofed of one vaft plain of 
the moft fertile foil in the world. Watered by 
many navigable rivers, inhabited by fifteen mil- 
lions of induftrious people, capable of producing 
provifions for double the number, as appears from 
the defarts which opprefiion has made} it feems 
marked out, by the hand of Nature, as the moft 
advantageous region of the earth for agriculture. 

Where taxes are moderate, where fecurity of pro- 
perty is joined to a rich foil, culuvaiion will cn- 
creale, the necefiaries of life uill become cheap, 
as well as the grofs materials which manufafturers 
require. Manufaflurers, by thefe means, would 
not only fall in their price, but they would be pro- 
duced in a greater quantity ; larger inveftments 
might be made by tlie company, the confumption 
would encreafe, and the profits rife. Bengal can, 
in (hort, be only ufeful in the profperity and in- 
duftry of its inhabitants. DeprUe it of the laft 
remains of its wealth, and you ruin an unfor- 
tunate people, without enriching yourfelves. 

In the place of thofe placid regulations, which 
render mankind ufeful to their lords, we fubfti- 
tuted, with prepofterous policy, force, the abrupt 
expedient'of barbarous conquerors. Tlie picflure of 
taxation has, in the fpace of a few years, trebled 
the price of provifions of all kinds. The Company 

have, 
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have, in the mean time, been endeavouring, by 
every pofiible meafure, to encreafe their inveft- 
ments, without raifmg the, price. Various oppref- 
fions, have, for this purpofe. been adopted. This 
wretched expedient is of fliort duration. The 
manufa£lurer may, for one year, perhaps for two, 
redouble his indiiftry ; but whilft the work of his 
hands is forced from him at a dated and arbitrary 
price, he finks under an uncommon effort, fubjed 
to defpair. The principal fervants of the Com- 
pany, to conceal the evil, have found themfelves 
obliged, either to remit in the quality of the 
goods, or to raife the price to the manufafliurer. 
Both expedients have been in part adopted *, but 
it is a temporary remedy, without the hopes of 
effedluating a cure. 

The reafons already mentioned have contribut- 
ed to deftroy the trade of Bengal with the reft of 
Afia, Merchants can only procure the gleanings 
of the Company. The quality is inferior, and the 
prices high. Nations, formerly fupplied from 
Bengal, found themfelves under the neceffity of 
ellablifliing manufaftuies of 'the fame kind at 
home, or to adapt their cloathing to their povertyo 
Argument on this head is fuperfluous. The plan 
mud be totally and radically changed. ' The queftion 
is not to oblige the people to become filk-winders, 
fpinners and weavers, and to take the fruits of their 
labour, as it is praftifed at prefent, at an arbitra- 
ry price. Indudry cannot be forced upon a peo- 
ple ; let them deiive advantage from toil, and 
indolence fhall lofe its hold. Ingenuity expires 
under the foolifh defpotifm which defeats its own 
ends ; and human nature, in its mod wretched 
date, revolts againft labour, which produces no- 
thing but an incrcafe of toil. 


PLAN 
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FOR RESTORING BENGAL 


TjO its rORMLR PROSPERITV. 


Preliminary Obfcrvatms* 

Government, among the natives of a RefieJii- 
Coujitry, rifcs imperceptibly Irom that impenctra- 
ble obfeurity with which time and barbarifm have mentof 
covered the origin of mankind. Wlien Hates are 
fubdued by foreign enemies, who arc advanced in 
the arts of civil life, a new conftitiition generally 
ftartti up from their prclTure upon the old. Some 
laws of the conquerors mull neceflarily fupsrfede 
fome of the regulations of the conquered ; but 
the ancient “^form of government remains in 
all the lefier departments of the Hate. When the 
Patans conquered India, when the Moguls extend- 
ed their empire over that country, many of the 
indigenous laws of the northern nations of Afia 
were introduced j but the great fyftem, in mofl of 
its parts, defeended from the regulations which 
Brahma tranfmitted, with liis followers, Irom 
remote antiquity. 
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large. Give the province of Allahabad to Siija- 
ul-Dowla, the territories of Bulwant Singh to the 
emperor, recal your troops into your own domi- 
nions, make Patna or Mongeer the refidence of 
the reprefentative of Timur, degrade the wretch- 
ed Mubarick from his nominal N.ibob(hip, and let 
Mahommed Riza resign. Thefe arrangements 
require no addrefs j the per/bns mentioned were the 
creatures, and they flill continue the flaves of your 
power. Befides, the meafures will not difpleafe 
the parties. The province of Allahabad will fa- 
ti<;fy Suja*ul-Dowla for the territories of Bulwant 
Singh; Shaw Allum will prefer Patna to his re- 
fidence at Allahabad ; a fmall penfion is more eli- 
gible for Mubarick, than the dangerous name of / 
power which he does not hold ; and Mahommed 
Riza has derived from his services the means of 
fecuring an affluent retreat for his age. If it fliall 
appear neceflary to retain Bengal by an Imperial 
Firman, let it be changed into that of perpetual 
Nabob. 

This fundamental regulation being fettled, 5no- Reflefii- 
ther of equal boldnefs, but no lefs prafticable, [’jnded 
ought to fucceed. An eftablilhed idea of proper- piopctty. 
ty is the fource of all induftry among individuals, 
and, of courfe, the foundation of public profpe- 
rity. When mankind are reftrained from pofTef- 
fing any thing which they can call their own, they 
are but paflengers in their native country, and 
make only thofe flight accommodations which 
fait fugitive wayfarers through the land. Acarc- 
lefihefs for induftry is the natural confcquence of 
the tranfitorinefs of the fruits of toil ; and men fit 
fluggiflily down, with their hands in their bofoms, 
when they are not for a moment certain of poflef- 
fing property, much lefs of tranfmitting it to their , 
pofterity or friends. 
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in the place of draggling towns, compofedof mt- 
ferable huts, half of which arc walhed away every 
feafonby the rain, preai and opulent ciiio would 
arife. Inhabitants would crowd into llengal from 
every corner of India, with their wealth ; tlic de- 
ficiency in the currency would be reftored, com- 
merce would difFufe iifelf through every \ein, 
and manufa^lurcs would llourifluo a degree before 
unknown* 

Men of fpeculation may fuppofe, that the fecu- m Bengal, 
rity of property to the natives might infufe a fpirit 
of freedom, dangerous to our power, into our In- 
dian fubje£Vs. Nature berfelf feems to ha\c de- 
nied liberty to the inhabitants of the torrid /one. 

To make the natives of the fertile foil of Bengal 
free, is bejond the power of political arrangement. 

The indolence which attends the climate, prevents 
men from that condant afthhy and exertion, 
which is ncccfTary to keep the nice balance of free- 
dom. Their religion, their indiiuiions, their 
manntrj, the vciy difpofuions of their minds, 
form them for paflivc obedience. To give them 
property would only bind them with flronger ties 
to our intereR ^ and make them more our fub- 
je£ls ; or if the Britilh nation prefers the name — 
more our Haves. 

Men who have nothing to lofo, arc only en-ftsgreit 
flaved by difunion j and the terror of the^'mpend- 
ing fvvord. Dn'ietbem to the lafl ver^e of po- 
verty, jind defpair will Hand in the place of ’fpirir, 
ana makc-them freet Men polIefTed of property 
are cnflaved by their intereft, by their comem- 
ence, their luxury and their inherent fears. We 
owe our freedom to the poverty of our .vneeftors, 
as much as to the rude independence of their fe- 
rocious barbarifm. But it is even diflicult, in the 
cool air of our climate, to retain, in the ,inidil 
of luxury and wealth, the vigour of ‘mind ne^'er- 
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fary to keep us free. To confer property on the 
inhabitants of Bengal, will never raife in their 
minds a fpirit of independence. Their foie hopes 
of retaining that property, will be derived from 
our policy and valour. When we fall, their lands 
will deviate to other heirs. 

The revenues of Bengal, when properly paid, 
amount to four millions. Should this fum ap- 
pear too fmall for perpetuity, many ways and 
means of encreafing the taxes, without raifing 
the rents, will prefent themfelves. The Britifii - 
nation, famous for their political freedom, are flill 
more famous for their judgment and wifdom in im- 
pofing taxations. Let them transfer to the Banks 
of the Ganges, a part of that fcience of finance, 
W’hich has fo much diflinguifiied their councils at 
home. The wealth of the people of Bengal is a 
treafury whicK will never fail,' if drawn upon with' 
judgment. Taxes rhay rife, in ,a juft- proportion, 
to the wealth which this regulation \yill inevitably' 
throw into our dominions in the Eaff, 

Very extenfive poffeflions in the hands of an 
individual, are 'pr6du6;ive of pernicious confe- v 
quences in all countries ; they ought, therefore, 
to be prevented in- the prefent regulation. Let 
the purchafers be confined to a certain quantity 
of land, not' exceeding, upon any account, fifty 
thoufand ro'upees a-year. To prevent the accu- 
■ mulatioii of landed property, let the fpirit of the 
laws of a commonwealth be' adopted, and the 
lands be divided' equally among all the male iffue 
or tne proprietor. .Let the moveable property be 
divided among the Mahoininedan part of ourfub- 
jedls, according to the laws of the Coran. Let 
the Hindoos, in the fame manner, retain their 
own laws of inheritance j which are clear, fimple, 
and defined. ' • • • ' , ’ 
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Paper Currercy. 

THEabfoIute eflablinimcnt of landed property, 
\\ould create a perfeft confidence in our faith, 
among our fubjecis in the Eaft-'j and this circum* 
ftance leads to another regulation, which, if adopt- 
ed, would liavca great and immediate efFecl on 
the profperity of Bengal. The want of a fufit- 
cient quantity of fpccie for^thc purpofes of trade, 
and the common intercourfes among mankind, is 
one of the greatcfl evils under w'hicli Bengal at 
prefent labours. Let, therefore, a paper curren- 
cy be introduced; a meafurc at once falutary, 
eafy, and prafiicable. Let a bank be immediate- 
ly eftablifiied at Calcutta, for the coinenicnce of 
Europeans. This would, by becoming familiar 
to the natives, prepare them for a more general 
paper currency. The mode of carrjing this into 
execution, is left in the hands of ihofe butter 
acquainted with the nature of banking, than the 
Author of the Enquiry. 

To deflroy, at once, the fraudulent feience of 
exchange, which proves fo deirimcnial to trade in 
Bengal, a current coin ought to be cRablifhed, to 
pafs without vaiiation, for its fixed and intrinfic 
value. This was, in fome degree, attempted by 
a noble governor, but he failed in his firfl princi- 
ples, by impofing an arbitrary laluc upon his 
coin, not lefs than twenty ^per cent, above its 
intrinfic worth. No other rejfon is neceflary for 
the bad fuccefs of this coinage. Though a deci- 
mal divifion of money is the mofl rational and 
commodious j yet entirely to change the forms of 
a country, in that refpeft, might be attended with 
great inconvenience. Let the roupee, therefore, 
confift, as at preftnt, of fmeen of the imaginary 
Anas, which are now ufed in accounts in Ben- 
gal. 1 he Pice, which is the twelfth part of an 
Ana, may be continued as the imaginary 
coin ; but a copper coin of one half of an Ana, 
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bliflied on impaitial juflice, Bengal to its former 
profperity and fplendor. Let the lands be difpof- 
ed of in property : * let a paper currency be eila- 
blilhed. Every individual would, in fuch a cafe, 
become induftrious in improving his own eflate; 
provifioDs would fall to a third part of the pre- 
fent price ; the country would afiume a new face, 
and the people wear the afpeft of joy. Immenfe 
tradlsof rich land, which now, with their woods, 
conceal the ruins of great cities, would again be 
cultivated \ and new provinces arife out ot thofe 
marflty iflands, near the mouth of the Ganges, 
which are, atprefent, the wild haunts of the rhi- 
noceros and tiger. 


t ^ Monopolies* 

i ' 

r THERE is no maxim in commerce better ef- Monopo- 
|ablifhed, than the dellniflive tendency of mono-^'®* 
poUes. In Bengal, its recent evils are well-known 
and abhorred. A law mull provide againft it j 
ptherwife every other regulation will be made in 
vain. The inhabitants muft be permitted to en- 
joy a free trade; fubjefl, however, to fuch impofls 
Upon various .articles, excepting thofe of either 
the growth or manufacture of Great Britain, as 
may be thought reafonable from time to time. 

Grofs articles, neceflary for carrying on the finer 
manufactures, ought, however, to be exempted 
from duty ; and every encouragement poffible 
given to the export trade. 

Free merchants ought to be encouraged ; nei- aboliitieJ. 
ther muft they be excluded from the inland trade ; 

-as that circumftance would place the fubjeCls of 
Great Britain on a worfe footing than foreigners, 
whom we cannot, without violence, prevent from 

trading 
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trading wherever they pleafe. Let, however, the 
refidence of the free merchants be confined to 
Calcutta ; as the influence which all the natives of 
Britain have acquired 'over the inhabitants of 
Bengal, is fo great, that the felfifh can convert 
it into the means of oppreffion. The Indian 
agents of Britifh traders will not carry, among a 
w'retched people, the fame terror which clothes 
their mailers ; whom it is a kind of facrilege not 
to obey, in their mod unjud commands. 

The fervants of the Company will have many 
of objeftions to this propofal. But the management 
the revenues, and of the general trade, which mud 
remain in their hands, will dill give them fuperior 
advantages, fufficient to gratify all their reafona- 
ble defires. The influence of a member of the 
council will, v/ithout doubt, enable any man, in 
that high dation, to engrofs a lhare of the trade, 
almod equal to a partial monopoly. Should even 
a man of that rank be fo felf-denied, as not to 
take advantage of the influence annexed to his 
place, bis attention to commerce would encroach 
bn the time allotted for public affairs. Let him, 
therefore, when he rifes to the board, be debar- 
red from trading, either diredlly or indireftly, 
by fever e penalties of law ; and let there an ample 
allowance be made for his fervices, from the funds 
pf the Company. 


^11 nbfo- 
1 ute 


Religion, 

IvIlN who fubmit to bodily fervitude, have 
been known to revolt againd the flavery impofed 
on their minds. We may ufe the Indians for our 
benefit in this world, but let them ferve them- 
felves as they can in the next. All religions mud 
be tolerated in Bengal, except in the praflice of 

fome 
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fomc inhuman cuftoms, which the Maliommc- 
dans have already, in a great mcafurc, dcflrojcd. 

We mufl not permit )oung widows, in their vir- 
tuous cnthufiafin, to throw thcmflUcs on the 
funeral pile, with their dead hulhands ; nor the 
fick and aged to he drowned, when their friends 
dcfpair of their lives. 

'ihe Hindoo rcHginn, in other rcPpcfl?, infplrcs to’eranj.i 
the purcR morals. Produflue, front its princi- 
ples, of the grcatcR degree of fubordination to 
authority, it prepares mankind for the govern- 
ment of foreign lords. It fupplics, hy its wdl- 
follovvcd precepts, the pbee ot penal laws; and 
t* renders crimes almoR unknown in the land. 

'llic peaceable fentirnents which it breaths, will 
check the more warlike doflrincs promulgated hy 
the Coran. The prudent fucccflbrsof 'limurfaw 
that the Hindoo religion was favourable to their 
powerjand thcyflicathcd the fword, which ihcothcr 
princes of the Mahomintdan perfoafion empio} cd 
in cftabliniing their own faith, in all their con- 
quells. Fretdom of confcicncc vvasalwajs enjoy- «r«nreU. 
cd in India in the abfence of polIiic.nl freedom. 

Attention mull be paid to the ufages and very 
prejudices of the people, as well as a regard for 
their religion. '1 hough many things of that kind 
may appear abfiird and trivial among Europeans, 
they are of the uimofl importance among the In- 
dians. '1 he lead brcacliof them maybe produc- 
tive of an cxpulfion from the focici), a more 
dreadful punifiimcnt E)r.nco himfelf could not de- 
vife, But the caution about religion is fupcrfiu- 
ous: ihefearcno converting dajs. Among the 
hfl of crimes committed in Bengal, pcrfccutiou 
for religion is not to be found; .md he that will 
confent to part vvitli his property, may carry liis 
opinions away with freedom. 

The 
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The Executive Power. 

Pefieftlon TLIE great path of general regulation Is with 
lefs difficulty traced, than the minute lines which 
carry the current of government from the center 
to the extremities of the Rate. Practice refills 
theory more on this fubjefl: than in any other ; 
and the wifeR legiflators can neither forefee nor 
prevent obflacles, which may rife in the progrefs 
of time. In a country where the body of the 
people meet annually, in their reprefentatives, to 
' new inconveniencies new remedies may be inllant- 
ly applied ; and even the mandate of th.e defpot 
lofes half its tyranny, in the expedition with which 
it oppofes evil. 

inode of The dillance of Bengal from the eye of the 

legiflauou*, legiflature, render it extremely difficult for 

them to frame laws againll every emergency that 
may arife ; and it is equally difficult, with pro- 
priety, to create a legiflatiye authority in a king- 
dom, which cannot, in the nature ,of things, have 
a reprefentative of its own. The executive power 
being veiled in the governor and council, it is 
dangerous to trull them with the legillative j and 
it is impoffible to permit the court of jullice, 
which we mean to propofe, to make thofe laws 
upon which they are to decide. The leall .of two 
evils is preferred by the prudent. Let the gover- 
nor and council fuggeR annually, in tli.eir gene- 
ral letter, the neceflary regulations ; and thefe, 
after being duly w'eighed by the Company, in 
their colleflive body at Rome, be laid Refor_e 
parliament, to be by them, iffoundjuR, neceflary 
and equitable, framed into a law. The general 
laws for the government of Bengal being, by the 
Britilh legiflature once eflablillred, the inconveni- 
ences which may arife in India, will neither be fo 

great 
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grent DOT detrimental as to occafion much mifchief 
lor one, or even two years ; in which time, tlie 
propofed regulations, font home by thego\crnor 
and council, will return to them with the force of 
laws. 

The executive power, in its full extent, as at the coun- 
prefent, muft be veiled in a prefideni and council, 
of which the chief juflice and commander in chief 
of the troops ought to be, cx officio, members. 

The number fiiould be encreafed to fixteen, of 
which any five, with the prefident, may form a 
board } and ten always to refidc at Calcutta, ex- 
clufive of the chiefjuilice and rbecommander in 
chief, fliould even the peaceablenefs of the times 
permit him to be abfent from the army. The 
four remaining bounfellors fliould be direfted to 
refide in the capitals of the larger diflrifts, into 
which, for the benefit of juflice, we fliall hereaf- 
ter divide the provinces of Bengal and Behar, 

The bufinefs for forming regulations to make a 
foundation of a law, being of the lafl importance, 
ought never to come before lefs than ten members 
in council, of whom the chief juflice ought inva- 
riably to be one. 

Let a general board of revenue be eflabliflied toarJs of 
at Calcutta, at which a member of the council fevenutt. 
is to prefide. Let this board, in its inferior de- 
partments, be condufled by the Company’s fer- 
vants ; and let it receive the corrcfpondcncc and 
check the accounts of four other boards of the 
fame kind, but of inferior jurifdiftion, to be fixed 
at Dacca, Murfiiedabad, Wongeer, and P.itna. 

Let the provinces of Bengal and Behar be divid- 
ed into five equal divifions, each fubjefl, in the 
'fiffl infiance, to one of the four boards, which 
'are all under the controul of the fuperior board of 
revenue eftablifhed at Calcutta. In the lefltr dif- 
triwls, let a Company’s fervant fuperintend the 

collection 
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defence of the fubjeft from injury, becomes a tool 
of oppreflion in the hands of defpotifm. 

The firft principle of wife Icgiflation is to open Varioj* 
an eafy paflage to the temple of JuRice. ^ Where n'jfj'. 
the feat of redrefs is cither diRant or diflicult of Rai. 
accefs, an injury is forgot to avoid the trouble of 
complaint; and thus injuRice is encouraged by 
thealmofl: certain profpeft of impunity, 'J‘o avoid 
this evil, the Author of the Enquiry thinks it ne- 
cefiary, that the a£k of the legiilature, which fhall 
conflitute the mode of dillributing juflice, fhould 
alfo divide Bengal and Behar into five great pro- 
vinces, the capitals of which ought to be Cal- 
cutta, Rlurlhedabad, and Dacca, in Bengal ; and 
Patna and Mongeer, in Behar. Let each of thefe 
five great dvvifions be fubdivided into ten Chuck- 
las, or extenfive diftri£fs, almoft the number of 
which the kingdom confifts at prefent; and let 
each of thefe be Rill fubdivided into an indefinite 
number of Pergunnas. 

To bring juRice, to ufe a certain author’s ConOabiej 
words, home to the door of every man, let there, 
in each village, be eRabliflied, as in the days of peace, 
the empire, a Muckuddum, to aft as a conftable 
for the prefervation of the peace. A Sheichdar, 
with a commiflion fimilar to that of a juRice of 
the peace, fhould be fixed in the moft centrical 
, part of the Pergunna or leflfer diftrift, to whom 
difputes, which cannot be quafhed by the autho- 
rity of the Muckuddum or conRable, may be re- 
ferred. Let the court of this officer, however, 
communicate with another of a more extenfive 
and ample jurifdiftion, eRabliflied in the capital 
of the divifion or diRiift, of which the Pergunna 
is a part. 

Similar to the office of a Sheikdar, or juRice of Cut«ai. or 
the peace, ought to be that of the Cutwal 
mayor of great towns and confiderable cities. 

The 
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The wifdom of the houfe of Timur cftabliflied 
this officer, to animadvert upon thieves, gam- 
blers, and other mifcreants ; to remove nuifances, 
to fupprefs pimps and jugglers, to prevent fore- 
ftalling of grain and other provifions ; to be the 
regulator of the market, and to decide in all tri- 
vial and vexatious difputes, that tended toward 
a breach of the peace. His minifterial office co- 
incided almoll with that of the mayors of our 
leffer towns ; and his court was the counterpart 
of the now obfolete Curia pedis pulverizati, 
mentioned by our lawyers. 

In every Chuckla, or greater divifion, let there 
be eftabliffied a court fimilar in its nature, but 
different in its mode, to the courts of Cutcherri, 
inffituted in the days of the empire. Let this 
court be compofed of the Company’s fervant, re- 
fiding for the colledlion of the revenue in the 
Chuckla, and of two Mahommed Cazis, and 
two Brahmins. The fervant 'of the Company 
ought to be the nominal prelidenf of the court, 
but only to fit when the voices, are equal, to throw 
his calling-vote on the fide of equity. In fuch a 
cafe the procefs to begin anew. The fees of the 
court -mun; be regulated, and a table of the ex- 
pence of every article to be h.ung up to public 
view, in the common hall. The punifiiment for 
corruption, upon conviflion in the fupreme court 
of Bengal, ought to rife to a degree of feverity, 
fuitable to the danger of the crime 

ihis court, betides the power of hearing ap- 
peals from the decifions of the Sheichdar in the 
leffer ditlii els, ought to retain its ancient authorL 
ty, fubjedl, however, to an appeal from decifions 
beyond a fum to be fpecified, to the provincial 
courts, which ffiall be hereafter deferibed. Its 
juTifdiclion ought to extend to the contraCling 
and diffolving of marriages, to the fettlement of 
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dowries for women, and the fuccefiion to money 
and moveables among children, according to the 
Tcfpcflivc inflitutcs of the Mahommednn andillln* 
doofyftcmsof religion. It ought alfo to be a 
court of record ; and to be obliged to keep an 
craft rcgiflcr of all public and private contrafts, 
births, marriages, and deaths ; and, to execute 
that department of the bufinefs, a Canongoc and 
a Mutafeddy, as clerks, ought to be annexed to 
each court. Thefe, with other matters to be def- 
cribed in the fuccccding feftion, ought to coin* 
prebend the t^'holc power of the court of Cut- 
cherri. 

In each of the capitals of the five provinces, a ivtincui 
member of the council of. (late at Calcutta ought 
to rcfidc. He, together with poficfiing the ma- 
nagement of the Company’s commercial alfnirs in 
his province, ought to be cinpoucicd, byafpe- 
cial commidlon, with three alTcflbrs of the elder 
rcfidcnt fervants, to form, and prefide In a court of 
jufUcc, which we fliall, for diflinftion, rail The 
Provincial Court of Appeal. Todireft their judg« 
ment upon points of law, an ofiiccr, under the 
name of Attorney-general for the province, ought 
to be appointed to give hU advice, together with a 
Mahommedan Cazi, and .an Indian Brahmin, to 
explain the principles of their Tcfpeftive inlliiuti- 
ons and ufages, and to tender oaths to the 
parlies. Suits may originate in this court ; and 
it ought to have the power of removing before 
itfelf the proceedings of the court of Cutcherrl. 

To efiablilh tliorouglily the independence of the SuprpTj- 
judicial on the executive power, a fupreme court, *'* 
from which an appeal ought only to lie to Great 
Britain, fiiould be erefted at Calcutta, by the au- 
thority of the legiflaturc. Let itconfiftof a chief 
jufiicc and three/://///? juftices, who derive tiieir 
commiffions from the king; and let them be in 

Voi.. III. H Bengal 
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Bengal the counterpart of the court of king’s 
bench in England. The jurifdiftion of this court, 
which, from its tranfcendcnt power, may be cal- 
led the fuprenie court of Bengal, ought to extend, 
without limitation, over the whole kingdom ; and 
to keep the inferior courts within the bounds of 
their authority ; as well as to decide ultimately 
upon all appeals. It ought to protedl the juft 
rights of the fubjefl, by its hidden and even fum- 
mary interpofition ; and to take cognizance of 
criminal as well as of civil caufes. 

To carry juflice, in criminal matters, with all 
the expedition polTible, through our conquefts, it 
is propofed, that two of i\\G.puifnc juftices fhall, 
twice a-year, go ‘ on circuits, to the refpedlive 
capitals of the five provinces, one into the three 
provinces in Bengal, and one into the two, into 
which Behar is to be divided. The puifn'e juflice 
fhall fit, upon thefe occafions, with the members 
of the provincial court ; but the member of the 
council, who is the prefident of the court, fhall 
flill be confidered as the principal judge. In cri- 
minal matters, the culprit fhall be tried by a jury 
of Britifh fubjeGs only ; there being always a fuf- 
ficicnt number of good and lawful men to form a 
jury, in the capital of the piovince. In the fu- 
preme court at Calcutta, difputes between the na- 
tives may be decided in civil cafes, according to 
equity, without a jury, by the judges; but in 
fuits between Britifii fubjefts, the matter ought to 
be tried, by a jury, upon the principles of the 
law Of England. 

The foie management of the revenue of Bengal, 
being in the Company, many capital alterations 
are neceffary to be made in that important branch. 
The great channel of ^public juflice has been, by 
the above regulations, feparated from the execu- 
tive 
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xcix 

live power; but fomc part of the judicial autho- 
rity mud Rill remain in the Company’s hands. 

To manage the receipts of the revenue, it has 
been already mentioned, that five boards muft be 
formed, the fuperior one of which to remain in 
Calcutta. The boards ought to conHR of two 
divifions, or rather of twofidcs; the receipt of 
the Exchequer, and the judicial part, which muft 
enable them to inforcc the payment of the re- 
venues. 

The mode of proceeding in this branch ought 
to rife in the fame gradations with the covirfe of 
appeals in the civil line of difputes between man 
and man. Let the Cutcherries inforcc the pay- 
ment of the revenues of the Chucklas, under an 
appeal to the provincial hoard, whofe dccifions, 
beyond certain fums, ought to be fubjeft to the 
revifion of the general board at Calcutta. But, 
as the Rate muR not fuffer through delay, let the 
Aim in difpute, upon a dccifion againR the fub- 
je£t, by any of the courts of revenue before whom 
the Am Rtall originate, be forthwith paid into 
the Exchequer; and let theperfon aggrieved fcck 
for redrefs, by petition, to the court which is 
placed imnicdiaiely above that court, of wliofc 
decifion he complains. 

The board of revenue, in each of tlic capital confined u 
cities of the five provinces, except in Calcutta, 
where no court of law except the fupreme court 
exiRs, is to be made up of the fame perfons 
whom we have already placed as judges in tlie 
provincial court of appeal. ITic court of exche- 
quer, in England, examines, by a fi61ion, into 
all forts of civil caufes. It is ncceflary to preclude 
the boards of revenue from fuch powers, as a 
court of exchequer. As provincial courts of 
common law', their decifions are liable to an ap- - 
peal to the fupreme court at Calcutta, and there- 
* Ha ^ fore 
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fore any prejudices which they may be fuppofed 
to imbibe, as members of the executive part of 
government, cannot be of great detriment to the 
. jpeople, fubjea as their proceedings are to a court 
not amenable to the jurifdiaion of the Company. 


Ohfervaiions on the 'Judicial Power. 

Refledl- THE defpotifm which naturally fprung from 
the double government which arofe on the foun- 
dation of the fuccefs of our arms in Bengal, re- 
prelTed one evil, whilft it gave birth to a thou- 
fand. Thofe frequent difputes which grow be- 
tween individuals, where the accefs to juftice is 
eafy, were quaflied by a terror which prevented 
an unfortunate people from appearing before 
rulers who wanted but an excufe to opprefs. The 
hand of power fell heavy upon both the plaintiff 
and defendant ; and, therefore, men .put up with 
injuries from one another, in hopes of concealing 
themfelves from the rigid eyes of government. 
This alludes to the boiflerous tyranny of the mi- 
nifler of a nominal Nabob j indolence more 
our crime, than cruelty. 

The doors opened to juftice in the preceding 
ia«s feftion, will, without doubt, introduce an ample 
harveiT for men of the law ; but it is b.etter that 
they fiiould live by litigioufnefs, than that the 
people fnould perifli by tyranny. The objedioh 
riling from this circumltance mufl therefore va- 
niOi in the utility of the thing ; and another ob- 
jeftion, juft as obvious, may be as eafily re- 
moved. It may be thought impolitic by fome, 
that any part of the judicial authority fiiould re- 
main in the hands of the natives. But this is ob- 
jedled m vain. The officers of juftice, as well as 

being 
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15eing fubjeft to a revifion of their decrees to the 
Britifii, derive from' them their own power j and 
the people, by being left in pofielTion of fome of 
their laws dnd ufages, will be flattered into ad in- 
violable fubmiffion to our government. 

Though the inhabitants of Bengal are, from ought tole 
their natural difpofition, prepared tO fubmit to 
any fyftem of government, foundbd Oponjuftice, 
there are fo^me laws of their own, which abfolute 
power ilfelf niuft: not violate. The r’egulations, 
with regard to thbir womenand religion, muft’never 
be tobchfed'j add upon mature confideration, the 
Adthor of the Enquiry is of opinion, that many 
other ancient inflitutions mi^ht be left entire. 

There are, however, particular Ufages eflabliihed 
by time into a law, which our humanity' rdufl de- 
ftroy. No pecuniary corapenfaiion muft be per- 
mitted for murdfer j no theft be punilhed by cut- 
ting off the hand. Let the Mahommedan laws 
ftill in force againfl: the Hindoos be abrogated j 
let no women burn themfelveswith their hulbands. 
no dying perfon be expofed by his friends. 

To leave the natives entirely to their own laws, to the 
would be to confign them to anarchy and confufi- “Stives, 
on. The inhabitants of Bengal are divided into 
two religious fefts, the Mahommedan and Hindoo,^ 
almoH: equal in point of numbers. Averfe, be- 
yond meafure, to one another, both on account 
of religion and the memory of mutual injuries, 
the one party will not now fubmit to the laws of 
the other ; and the diffenfion which fubfifts Be- 
tween individuals, would, without a preflUre 
from another power, fpread in a flame over the 
whole kingdom: It is,- therefore, abfolutely ne- 
ceffary for the peace and profperity of the coun- 
try-, ‘that the laws of England, in fo far as they - 
do not oppofe prejudices and ufages which cannot 
be relinquilhed by the natives, Ihould prevail. 

The 
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The meafure, befides its equity, is calculated to 
^ prelerve that influence which conquerors mufl; 

poflTefs to retain their power. 

Expence The expence of the judicial eftabliflbment is but 
° trivial, if compared to the advantages which the 

kingdom of Bengal mufl; derive from fuch a ne- 
ceflfary inftitution. The judges in every country 
fliould be placed in affluence ; in Bengal -they 
ought to derive a fortune from the labour of fome 
years. The natives of a northern climate fettle 
not for life in the torrid zone ; they always place 
the profpefl of returning with wealth to their 
friends, among their great inducements for ven- 
turing to crofs the ocean. The following table 
prefents an eflimate of the annual expence of juf- 
tice in Bengal. 


the fu- 
^preiKe, 


The Supreme Court of Bengal* 


One chief juflice, - - ^ 

Three puifne juftices. 

One attorney-general. 

One regifter, 

Two Cazis and two Brahmins, 
to attend the court. 
Contingencies, 


10,000 

15,000 

3.000 

2.000 

0,400 

1.000 


the pro- 
vincial. 


The four provincial courts of 
appeal, confifting of the 
Company’s fervants. 

Four counfellors, as prefi- 
- dents, - _ 

Twelve aflTeflTors, 




2,000 

2,400 


f * 4,400 


One 
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One provincial attorney in 


each, 

2,000 

One regifler in each, 

One Cazi and one Brahmin 

0,800 

in each, 

0,800 

Contingencies in all. 

Fifty courts of Cutchern 
Fifty prefidents, being fer- 

1,600 

vants of the Company, 1 ^ 

£ 5,000 

Two hundred alfelTors, * - 

10,000 

Fifty regifters. 

-ii500 

Fifty clerks, - 

1,000 


' £■ 22,700 

£• 58,500 

The above ^calculation, it is hoped, will not Obremti- 
be thought extravagant, for difpenfing jufiice to 
fifteen millions of people. i The falanes of the 
members of the boards of revenue, and of thefe, 
as forming courts of exchequer, are not mention- 
ed, as the Company is fuppofed to pay its own 
fervants, with certain fums and lucrative privi- 
leges for the whole of thejr trouble The Shiech- 
dars, the Gutwals, and the ; Muchuddums, have 
no falanes , the , influence and’fdiflmftion whicfi 
they Ihall derive from iheir employments being a 
fufRcient reward for their toil 

D 

II 

I General Rejle^tons on the Plan, 

PROPERTY being once cllabhfhed, and the 
forms of juftice to proteft it delineated, public * 

profpenty is placed on a folid foundation But 
the love ^ of money, which generally prevails, 
renders the moft of mankind more anxious to 
i t.. ^ o( polTefs 
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der Bengal, in the fpacc of a few years, the moll 
commercial, the mofl flouriHiIng, and the moR 
wealthy kingdom, of its extent, in Afia. 

The Company, in the midft of the profperity 
of the Subject, would amazingly thrive in their 
affairs. A fum not Icfs than ten millions, indc. 
pendent of their revenue, would, in the fpace of 
four years, flow from the firft fales of the land 
into their coffers. The improvement of their 
prefent revenue wouldt join iffud, with its future 
certainty and permanency. A large annual fum 
Would arife, from a thorough examination of te- 
nures ; and from impofls already laid upon fairs, 
markets, entrance into great towns, fiiops, ma- 
gazines of grain, fees uport marriages, tolls col- 
lefled at ferries, licences for cxcrcifing trades, 
ground-rent of houfes, which though at prefent 
paid by the public, have never been brought to 
account by Mallommcd Riza and the general far- 
mers. Thefe articles, at the lowcft- average, might 
amount to the annual fum of four hundred thou- 
fand pounds. Pivc hundrcd'-ihoufand pounds 
would yearly be faved in penfions,. and’ on the 
charge of 'colleftion*; befides, the immenfe en- 
creafe in the-revenues, which would mofb cer- 
tainly be derived from the growing profperity of 
the kingdom. - ' ^ . 

f ’ Theabfolute eflablifliment of property,. with- 
out whichiW'rirtenla\V feems fuperfiuous tofociety, 
is, as has been. obferyed, the foundation upon 
which national profperity is laid. Regulations 
which flop fliort of this primary objeft, are only 
temporary expedients, which may, for a time, 
alleviate the pain of , the diftettiper, but it can ne- 
ver cure. A tacit acquiefccncc in the right of 
poffeffion of the natives, the "prevention oi fome 
part of the prefent’ ntirionaRWztrte, "a mild defpot- 
ifn\, which "wedriS/ dignify with' the* name of 
- Juflice, 
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Juftice, will have an immediate good effedt ; but 
the advantage is limited, partial, and tranlient ; 
and the Author of _ the Enquiry will venture to 
affirm, that unleTs fomething, fimilar to what has 
been, in the preceding fedions, propofed, is 
adopted, Bengal will, in the courfe of a few years, 
decline into a fliadow, and vanifii from our hands, 
rsflcflior. Miracles are not to be expefted in this age; 
and, without them, in the abfence of a bold 
:and determined exertion, the boafled fruits 
of our viGories in the Eafl:, will wither with 
-our laurels. A kingdom, lying under all the 
•difadvantages of a foreign conqueft,' which, 
-without return, deprives it of one million and an 
half of its annual induftry, mu fl: fink under the 
weight, unlefs it is placed on a better footing than 
the furrounding countries which pay no tribute. 
Let our juftice to our own fubjefls, let the advan- 
tages of our regulations, entice foreigners, with 
their wealth, to fettle among us ; let us, without 
the fword, appropriate the wealth of India by 
our policy ; otherwife the ftream which flows into 
Great Britain, will foon become dry. The lake, 
which feeds it, has already difappeared from the 
banks. Temporary regulations may dazzle with 
-their immediate efeG; ; but a permanent plan, 
which in its wide, circle comprehends futurity, 
■v/ill preferve the vigour and health of Bengal, to 
- the verge of that political death, to which all em- 
pires feem to be fubjefted by Fate. 



Concludhig RefieWons. 


Ft Tent , A.RGUMENTS deduced from general princi- 
ples, however obvious they niay , appear,, ftrike 
not the bulk of mankind fo forcibly as fafts. The 
. ■ revenues 
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evil 


revenues of Bengal, without including the Ja- 
gieers, amounted, in the year 1766, to near three 
millions and fix hundred thoufand pounds of our 
money. The charges of colIeQion, the Nabob’s 
government, penfions, chil, military, and ma- 
rine expences, being deduced, there remained 
a balance of one million three hundred thoufand 
pounds, for the Company. I'he expences have 
fmee been encreafmg yearly, and the revenues de- 
creafing. Both were hailening to that middle 
point, which would balance the accounts of the 
Britilh nation, with the fortune of their arms 
in the £a(l. 

To conceal this dccreafe as much as pofiible, ruinou# 
men fell on a very fhallow and poor expedient. 

The fervants of the Company protraded the 
lime of clofingthe accounts to make up the ufual 
fum j and by thefe means, an encroachment of 
five months w.is, by degrees,'^ made upon the fuc- 
ceeding year. To underftand this circumfiancc, 
it is neceilary to obferve, that the colle£lions are 
not fixed to a particular term. They are continu- 
ed without inierminion, and the produce of the 
five months, W'hich may amount to one million 
five hundred thoufand pounds, mud be deduced 
from the accounts made up, fince the Dewanny 
wai fubmitted to our management. 

Notwiihllanding this deception, it was not the of the re- 
only deficiency in the ftate of money affairs. The 
revenues of the year 1769 had, befides, fallen 
fhort five hundred thoufand pounds j and what 
further redufllon the famine which enfued may 
have made, time can only demonftrate. By the 
bed accounts from Bengal, there was not a ba- 
Jance of five hundred thoufand pounds remain- 
ing, after all expences were paid*, and this was 
not above half the fum neceflary to purchafe the 
annual invedments of the Company. No fair 

'' conclufion, 
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conclufion, however, can be drawn from the pro- 
duce of one year; and the vigilance of ihe Court 
of Dirctfors has fince eftabliflicd fome beneficial 
regulations. To flatter the fanguine, we will fup- 
pofe, that the net balance will amount, on the 
prefent footing, to one million. The fum is jufl 
fufficient for the invcflments of the Company ; 
without ieaxing a Angle faithing in the treafury to 
anfwer any extraordinary emergency. 

The advantages of the propofed plan are obvi- 
ous ; and, therefore, eafily explained. Let it be 
fuppofed, tliat the rent-roll' of the year 1766 fliall 
be taken as the rule of the quit-rent to be paid, 
after the fale of the lands. Let none think this 
fum too much. tJnder the management of the 
proprietors, the lands would in a Tew years pro- 
duce thrice the fum of three millions fix hun- 
dred tlioufand pounds ; but the Subjed mud re- 
ceive a' bribe for his induftry. The Company, 
at prefent, complain, that the Talookdars, or 
thofe who poffefs lands in property, run away with 
all the tenants. Their edates a.'-e flourifhing, 
whild our limited policy of letting the lands by 
the year, has created folitudes around. After a 
thorough examination of fiftitious tenures, private 
encroachments and public embezzlements, we 
may with peat propriety, venture to add, at 
lead one million to the above fum. But to fpeak 
with a model ation which precludes reply, we fliall 
only take it for granted, that four hundred thou- 
fand pounds are, by ihefe means, only^ gained, 
liven this dim will fix the annual revenue at four 
millions ; and there let it red’ till the prtofperity of 
the coilntry'fiiall authorife an encreafe, by flight 
impods on trade and the articles of confump- 
tion. 

The abolition of the tyrannical and impolitic 
government of the Nabob, will be a faving of five 

hundred 
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hundred ihoufand pounds on tlie annual expcnccs. 

The faft is notorious, Utat the real ocpcnce of ^ 
this fecondary and intermediate government, in 
penfions and in the mode of collc^lion, exceeds 
fix hundred ihoufand pounds ; but the judicial 
and fifcal fyftems eftabliflicd in the preceding 
plan will not exceed one hundred ihoufand pounds, 

>vith all the advantages of a falurary and equita- 
ble adminiftration of juflicc and law. 'lb tins 
fum we may add the five hundred ihoufand pounds 
which have fallen off from the revenue, as the 
firh-fruits of the plan j all which, fuppofing the 
expences of the civil, military, and marine de- 
partments to remain as at prefent, would make 
an annual difFercncc of one million four hundred 
thouland pounds, in favour of the Company. 

The invcRmcnis of the Company might in that 
cafe be encreafed, yet leave a fum for the treafury 
in Calcutta for emergencies. 

The treafury, however, ought not to be tooftfrh-ere. 
rich, left circulation fhould deaden in the king-"‘^‘'S 
dom. Two millions in fpecic would be fafllcicnt. 

To employ the furplus to advantage, together 
with the fen millions, which arc fuppofed to arife 
from the Tale of the lands, a hank ought to be ef- 
tabliflied for the purpofc of lending out furns of 
money, not exceeding three years purchafe on 
landed fecuiily to the Proprietors, at the inlcrcft 
of feven per centum. The land-holders would be, 
by thefe means, enabled to raife the necefiary 
fums, at lefs than half the interefl which they 
now pay ; and the Company would have good fe- 
curity for their advances. Let us fuppole, that, 
in the courfe of a few years, ten millions were 
lent upon thefe terms, that fum would produce an 
annual intereft of feven hundred thoufand pounds ; 
which, upon the whole plan, makes a yearly ba- 
lance, in favour of the Company, of TWO MIL- 
LIONS 
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LIONS ONE HUNDRED THOUSAND POUNDS MORE 
THAN THEY AT PRESENT RECEIVE, exclufive of 
a PRODIGIOUS and growing treasure ; and the 
moderate imports which may be. hereafter laid on 
articles of luxury. 

The Plan, to fpeak the leart in its favour, is 
pradicable in its great and general line. It would 
produce, even partially followed, immenfe, hidden, 
and permanent advantages.; but no human fore- 
fight can abfolutely eftimate the precife fums. 
Though the Author of the Enquiry has not the 
vanity to fuppofe that his fcheme is, in all its 
branches, infallible, he will venture to pledge him- 
felf to his country, that, Ihould the more materi- 
al parts of his fyrtem be adopted, the advantages 
to be derived from it would not fall fliort of his 
calculations. His knowledge of the kingdom of 
Bengal, and its various refources, gives him a con- 
fidence on this fubjedt, to which he is not intitled 
by his abilities. 
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HINDOSTAN. 


JEHANGIRE. 


CHAP. I. 

Ohfervathns — Death of Akbar — Accejfton of Selinty 
by the name of Jehancire — Rebellion of Sultan 
Cbufero — Battle of Lahore — Chufero's misfor- 
tunes — Rebellion quajbed — Executions — War with 
Berfia — A confpiracy. 

The great abilities of Akbar confirmed the A O. 
houfe of Timur on the throne, and eftablifhed fifg/r. 
tranquillity over all their vafl: conquefls in India. *014 
Vigorous in his meafures, without tyranny, he 
itnprefled the minds of men with awe, and checked " 
that fpirit of difcord and private ambition, which 
had prevailed in more feeble reigns. Govern- 
ment becoming fettled and uniform in its regula- 
, ticns. 




THE HISTORY OF HINDOSTAN. 

A. D. tions, the arts of civil life began to -increafe and 
flourilh, among a people naturally induftrious 
1^0 4'. and ingenious. The fplendor of the court, the 
wealth of individuals, created a general tafte for 
pomp and magnificence ; and the crowded levees 
of the great, where all endeavoured to excel in 
the art of pleafing, rendered the Indians equal in 
politenefs to the nations of Europe. Learning 
was not unknown, if we exclude the abftrufe 
fciences. The Arabian and Brahmin fyftems of 
philofophy were ftudied ; and the powers of the 
mind were generally cultivated and improved, 
obfervatl- This charafter of civilization, it mud be con- 
felTed, tallies not with the political condudt of the 
people. But neceflity and felf-prefervation make 
a kind of apology for' crimes under defpotifm, 
which would be unpardonable in a community 
governed by general and known laws, in dates 
fubjed to arbitrary government, there is no fe- 
curity, no honour, no independence in private 
life. The nation is divided into two forts of peo- 
ple, the oppreflbrs and the oppreffed. Every man 
, of fpirir, of family, and of fortune, mud, in felf- 
defence, endeavour to pplTefs a fhare of the go- 
vernment under which he was born. When .he 
darts forth from obfcurity, he mud adopt the 
political principles of his country, or be ruined 
in all his fchemes, however repugnant thefe prin- 
ciples may be to the general didates of humanity, 
and the particular difpofition of his owii mind. 
Tlie greated virtues therefore are often blended 
with the word vices ; and this circumdance gives 
a variety and drength of feature to Afiatic cha- 
raders, unknown in the fettled governments of 
the wed. 

E'Ontrnd J hough thc empire of the Mahommedans'in 
rV'h'rrm- extenfive under Akbar as it had 

I .e. been under fome princes of the Patan Dynady, 

it 
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Jt comprehended a vaft tra£t of country, divided a. D 
into twenty two provinces ; each equal to fome 
kingdoms in wealth, fertility and extent *. A 1014 
fmall part only, of the Decan or fouthein penin- 
fula of India had been conquered : yet the domi- 
nions of the family of Timur, ia their northern 
and fouthern frontiers, fell under the thirty-fixth 
■and ninetenth parallels of latitude; jand they ex- 
^ tended themfelves, from eafl: to uelf, about 
.twenty-five degrees. The revenues, according to 
the Imperial regifter, were thirty-two millions 
'fterling, received in the exchequer, exclufive of 
the cuftomary prefents, and the eflutes of the 
I officers of the crown, which at their death re- 
verted to the emperor, and amounted, at a me- 
rdiutn,-to twenty millions more of our money. 

Thefe immenfe fum? were expended in maintain- 
ing an army of three hundred thoufand horfe, as 
.many of foot, in fupport of the fplendor of the 
court, and in the falariw of civil officers. 

When the indifpofitio*n of the emperor Akbar rnMg«es 
rendered him incapable of attending lo public bu- 
finefs, the whole weight of government fell on Sehm. 
Chan Azim, the Vifier. Selim, Akbar’s only 
furvi\ing fon, notvvLihftanding the difputes which 
he had formerly with his father, was ftill looked 
upon as the heir of the empire. But the Vifier’s 
daughter being married to Ghufero, the eldeft 
fon of Selim, that minifter was defirous of plac- 
.ing the reins of government in the hands of his 
fon-in-law. He was fupporled in this fcheme by 
, many of the nobles ; the moft enterprizlng and 
powerful of whom was Raja Man Singh, w-hofe 

• Kandahar, Ghiznl, Cabal, Cathmire, Lahore, Moul- 
tin, Oulch, Sindi, Ajmcrc, Sirhind, Delhi, Duab, Agra, 
Allahabad, Oud, Behar, pengal, Orifla, Malava, Berar, 
Chandeifh, Guzerat. 
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t). fifter was the mother^ of Chufero. The Raja, 
J605. from the antiquity of his family, and his own ad- 
?o'r4. drefs, commanded all the Hindoo intereft in the 
^ empire ; and he had, at that very time, twenty 
thoufand of his native fubjefts of the Rajaput tribe 
in and near the environs of the capital, prepared 
to execute his 01‘ders. Selim being apprized of 
the powerful confederacy againft him, waited 
upon his father Akbar, two days before his death, 
and laid before him all their fchemes. The em- 
peror called them to his prefence, reprimanded 
them feverely ; and having publicly acknowledged 
Selim his lawful fuccelTor in the empire, obliged 
the confederate lords to pay him homage, and to 
promife to fupport his title. 

Hisaccef- On the fixteenth of the fecond Jemmad, in 
thronl^^* the year of the Higera one thoufand and fourteen, - 
the illuftrious Akbar expired at Agra, amid the 
tears of his fubjefts ; who loved him as their fa- 
ther, admired him as their leader, and feared 
him as their prince. The promife extorted by 
the emperor from the Vifier and Man Singh in 
favour of Selim, had no effeO; pn their condudf. 
He was no fooner dead than they alTembled their 
party in the houfe of the former, and renewed 
their deliberations in favour of Chufero, in pre- 
judice of his father. Selim in the mean time was 
not idle. He convened all his friends in his own 
palace. Things remained in fufpenfe for fome 
hours. Ferid Bochari, who commanded the city- 
guards, took at length a fpirited refolution. He 
ordered the gates to be ihut, to prevent any 
troops from entering the city ; and, taking the 
keys in his hand, haftened to the palace of Selim. 
He prcfented them on his knees, and fainted him 
emperor. All prefent followed his example. 
The news foon reached the houfe of the Vifier. 
The party of Chufero was flruck with a fudden 
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panic. They broke up from council, and made A. d. 
all poffibltt hade to pay llieir refpecls to the new' 
fovereign. The Vilicr took care not to be the 1014. 
lall. The hopes of Chufero were dafticd in a mo- 
ment. lie was feized with fear, and fled down 
the river in a finall canoe, with Raja Man Singh, 
and concealed himfclf in that prince’s houfe till 
he obtained a pardon from his father. Ferid, 
for this fignal fervicc, was advanced to the rank 
of paymaiter-general of the forces, by the title of 
Murinza Chan ; and many other didingniniing 
honours were at the fame time conferred upon 
him* 

Selim was born at Sikti, near 'Agra, on Wed^ ni< titles 
nefday the fevcnieenth of the fecond Rlbbi, 
the nine hundredth and feventy-fevenih year of 
the Ui^era. The mofl remarkable event of Se- 
lim’s life, before bis acceflion, was, his difobe- 
dience to his father’s orders, rather than his re- 
bellion againfl him, about two years prior to that 
monarch’s death, Infolent at firfl:, he refuted to 
return to his duty, and was once actually at the 
head of fevemy thoufand men. Upon the death 
of the prince Danial, he, however, fubmitted, 
having then a nearer profpeft of the throne ; Ak- 
bar having upbraided him for his difobedience at 
firfl:, and his pufillanimity afterwards, for throw- 
ing himfelf upon an enraged fovereign’s mercy, 
when he was at the head of a great army, re- 
ceived him into favour. When Selim took the 
reins of government in his hands, he alTumed the 
titles of Noor-ul-dien Mahommed Jehanoire, 
or Mahommed the Light of the Faith and con- 
queror OF THE WORLD. He dated the com- 
mencement of his reign from^the twentieth of the 
fecond Jemmad 1014, which anfwers to the sift 
of Oftober, 1605, being then in the thirty-fe- 
venth year of his age. Akbar was interred with 
I 2 great 
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A. D. great pomp at Secunclra, near Agra ; and the 
>605. minds of men were didracled between grief and 
J014. joy, funeral folemnity, and the fefliviiy attending 
upon the acceflion of a new fovereign. 
pm- Chan Azim, the difeontented Vifier, and the 
tTfL'*dnn- Kaja Man Singh, were fo formidable in the em- 
niftration, pipe', that Jehangirc thought it inofl: prudent to 
accept of the offered allegiance of both, and to 
confirm them in their refpetlive honours and go- 
vernments, without animadverfion upon their 
late conduft. Man Singh was difpatched to his 
fubafliip-of Bengal ; Chan Azim to that of Malava. 
The prince Chufero made his appearance at court ; 
and his father, after a fevere reprimand^ took 
him at laft into favour. The emperor in the 
mean time began his reign by a ffrift adminiflra- 
tion of juftice, and by a minute infpedion into 
the finances and refources of the ftate. He iffued 
a public edift to confirni all the laws and regula- 
tions in force. Many fubas were removed from 
their refpeflive governments into other provinces : 
feme were difmifl'ed to make room for the empe- 
ror’^ abettors and friends. The deprived gover- 
nors repaired to court to refiore themfelves,- by 
nroney and intiigue, to their former dignities. 
Some fucceeded in their view's ; others were re- 
duced to defpair, through want of fuccefs. The 
latter began to form treafonable defigns to recover 
the confequence and power which they had loft. 

A conttM -To accomplilh their puipofe, the difeontented 
irjrof turned their eyes upon Chufero, and hoped, 

foil (..hu- by his means, to effeSt a revolution in the (fate. 
They pretended to have the greateft attachment 
to his perfon : they magnified tffe number of his 
friends, and his own merit. They rouzed his 
ambition by the praife of paft aftions, and ani- 
mated it by the lair profpedl of prefent fuccefs. 
But what had moft weight with the prince, they 
' - , -- intimidated 


lero; 
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intimidated him with pretended diCcoveries of the A d. 
defigns of his father againft his life. The fecrecy 
necefiary to be obferved in all arduous undertak- »oi4. 
ings againft defpotic governments, rendered it 
difficult for Cliufero to know the true ftate of 
things. The fpies, whom the emperor had placed 
around him, in the mean lime, increafed, and 
confirmed his fears. Ambition, aided by timi- 
dity, at length prevailed over filial duty. He 
plunged therefore into danger, to take immediate 
pofleffion of a throne, which he was born one 
day to mount, without the doubtful fortune of 
the fword. 

Chan Azim, and the Raja Man Singh, had J 
the addrefs not to appear openly in the confpi- of aififii- 
racy. They were, however, known to be the 
life and fupporc of the whole. They were ftill 
under the cloud of the emperor’s difpleafure, 
which, at a convenient feafon, might burft on 
their heads. The prince being fo far involved in 
the plot, it would be dangerous for him to re* 
cede: and they, juflly confidering the improba- 
bility of fuccefs by open force againft the Impe- 
rial power, propofed the more Ipeedy expedient 
of aflaffinatin^ Jehangire. The propofal came 
to the ears of me prince. Though he was bent 
upon rebellion, he ftattled at parricide. Nature 
was Touzed in his hreaft* “ My father,** fald 
he, “ may enjoy life without a throne ; but I 
can never enjoy a throne ftained with a father’s 
blood. Let him try the fortune of the field. 

Let us throw away the daggers of affiaffins, and 
owe our advancement to out fwords." n 

The confpirators pretended to applaud the no. 't'he plot 
ble feniimems of the prince; but they, from that 
inftant, were irxefolule and embarrafled in their 
councils. Many, violent at the beginning, now. 
awed by the greatnefs of the undertaking, ffirunk 

back 
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A.d. back from tbeir purpofe, and" began to fhelter 
^5^- themfelves behind oi^e another. The emperor, 
lofs. in the' mean time, was in part informed of the 
-r-r'^r' plot. He prepared to feize the prince : the lat.tei; 
was apprized of his father’s defigns. By a pre- 
mature difcqvery, this confpiracy, like many of 
the fame kind, failed. Fear took poffeffion of 
the adherents of phuferp. He himfelf was afraid. 
They neglefted to execute the daring ftrpke, 
which their fituation and fafety required. They 
began tp remove themfelves frpni immediate 
danger, as if the prefent were more to be feared 
than thofe which in future they had to oppofe. 
They, hpweyer, did not altogether relinquifli their 
defigns. 

Firftrif- On Monday the eighth of Zehidge, fix months 
'“6; after the acceilion of Jehangire to the throne of 
India, near one hundred of the confpirators af-r 
fembkd privately, in the evening, at the tpmb of 
. the emperor Akbar. Chufero having joined 
them, on pretence of paying his devotions at his 
grandfather’s fhrine, they proceeded, that very 
night, toward Delhi. About day-break, next 
morning, they had reached the city of Muttra, 
about thirty-eight miles from Agra ; and entered 
the town, when the troops, who garrifoned the 
place, were on the parade. They halted for re- 
frefhment ; and they had the good fortune not tp 
be fufpefted by the officer, who commanded at 
Muttra. Huflein Beg Chan Buduchfhi, who had 
been governor of the province of Cabul during a 
confiderable part of the former reign, being turned 
out of his office by the emperor, was on his way 
to court. Haying travelled in the night on ac- 
count of the heat of the weather, he happened tp 
enter the city of Muttra at the ppppfite gate juft 
when the prince arrived. They met in the mar- 
ket-place, Chufero was no ftranger to the dif- 

content 
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content of Huflein ; and efteeming him a great A. D. 
acquifition to his party, from his known bravery 
and popularity among the Tartars, who formed a lo 5 ’ 
great part of the imperial army, he called him 
afide, and having founded him, laid open his 
whole plan. Huflein being confcious of no crime 
againfl the flate, thought himfelf highly injured 
by Jehangire. Poflefled of no property but the 
fword, from the generofity of his difpofition, 
which had lavifhed his fortune upon his friends, 
he required not much imreaty to efpoufe the 
caufe of the prince* 

The retinue of Huflein was but fmall. It con- Chufero 
filled of two hundred Tartar horfe, and three 
hundred Afgan foot. But his military fame was 
great j and he gave life to the confpiracy. The 
prince endeavoured to bring over the governor 
of Muttra to his party. 1 hat officer, perceiving 
his intentions, Ihuc himfelf up in the citadel, and 
would lillen to no terms. Chufero had neither 
time nor force to reduce him. He contented 
himfelf with enlilling as many as he could of the 
inhabitants and garrifon into his fervice; and, 
leaving Muttra, continued his route to Delhi. 

The road between the two great cities of Delhi 
and Agra being crowded with travellers, and de- 
tachments of horfe and foot going on different 
fervices, the prince forced them to join his 
ftandard. Thofe who refufed were, without 
mercy, put to the fword, after being plundered 
of all their effefts. Small parties of horfe were 
at the fame time difperfed through the country 
on every fide} and fuch as did not immediately 
take up arms in favour of Chufero were fubmitted 
to military execution, and all the feverities of 
war. Many were compelled to join him, through 
fear. Others, from the fame caufe, fled into the 
woods j and faw from their retreats the fmoke of 

their 
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their burning houfes, and mourned over their, 
infants and aged parents, who had not flrength 
to avoid 'the flames. Some more refolute de- 
fended themfelves againfl; the rebels, and to their 
valour owed their lives. The orders of the prince, 
it niufl; be owned, did not extend to fnch rigour 
and cruelty. But he found it’ impoflible to re- 
flraini from excefles his undifciplined fpldiers. He 
had fet them an example of wickednefs by rebel- 
lion ; and if was not to be expedted that they 
would fubmit to his commands in favour of huma- 
nity and juftice. 

Such was the wafleful progrefs of Chufero to 
Peih^ followers having greatly increafed 

der contri- their nuthbers in the march, he laid the fuburbs 
hutions. (.jjpjtal under coiitribution. The gates 

being fliut, the dty itfelf was prefer ved from pil- 
lage. The unfortunate people who lived without 
the walls, frorn their delay in raifing the funi 
impofed upon them, had their houfes ' confiimed 
with fire. Many thoufan’ds were ruined.' 'Many, 
to retrieve their affairs, joined the rebels,' to 
make reprifals upon the world for the lofs which 
they had fuftained. . 

eleven o’clock of the fame night on which 
fues Chu- Chufero left Agra, his father was informed of 
his flight by the captain-general, who was ordered 
to purfue immediately the fugitive. About an 
hour after this oflicer’s departure with a confider- 
able body of horfe, the emperor fufpe^fing his 
loyalty, difpaiched his commands to him to re- 
turn. Ferid Bochari, lately raifed to, the dignity 
of Murtaza Chan, and to the office of paymaf- 
ter-general of the forces, was difpatched. upon 
that fervice, . with an additional number of troops. 
The whole under Ferid amounted to ten thoiifand 
horfe, which greatly retarded his march. Chufe- 
ro, of courfe, had the more time to harafs the 

country. 
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country, and to (Irengthen himfclf. In the morn- a. n. 
ing, as foon as day-light appeared, (lie emperor 
mounted his horfe ; and having alTembled all 
the forces in and near Agra, leaving a fuflicicnt ' 

garrifon in the place, marched with a great army 
towardDelhi. Heuas, upon the occafron, heard 
to repeat a verfe, which implied, “ Thatfortunc 
depended upon expedition more than on counfel; 
and rhat hjs life fiiould be darkened who pur off 
till to-morrow what ought to be done to-day.** 

The unduiiful behaviour of a fon, whom he 
loved, wasafevere flrokc to his mind. He re- 
fufed to eat or drink, or to take rcll for foine 
time’; and even opium, to which he was much 
addlded, he declined. 

The governor and inhabitants of Delhi, having who tate^ 
recovered from the firfl imprcffions which the 
fudden arrival and ravages committed by Chufero ’ 

had made upon their minds, prepared for a refo- 
lute defence. Some troops, who vvcic fiaiioned 
in different parts of the country, had thrown 
thcmfelves into the tow n. As there was a confider- 
able (juantity of the Imperial treafure lodged in 
the city, as well as the great wealth of private per- 
fons, the infentions of the prince were to have 
furprized Delhi, and to furnifh himfelf with mo- 
ney fufficient to raife an army in the province of 
Punjib; Bur the general rerror which his rapa- 
city had excited carried the news of his march be- 
fore him, and difappointed his defigns. Defpair- 
ing of being able to force Delhi to furrender 
before the arrival of the Imperial army, having 
remained only two da)S in the fuburbs, Chufero 
took the route of Lahore. Having been, on his 
march, joined by a great number of men, he at- 
tempted, immediately upon his arrival, to take 
that city by efcalade. He was repulfed with fomc 
lofs by the garrifon ; and being at the fame time 

deftitute 
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deftitute of artillery, he was greatly difconcerted 
in his meafures. He, however, ' invefted the 
place. 

The Imperial troops ftationed in the province 
threw themfelves into Lahore. They fallied out 
FerhT Bo- on the befiegers nine fucceffive days, but they 
were as often repul fed, and obliged to fhelter them- 
felves behind their walls. Chufero in the mean 
time had drawn together fome artillery from fmall 
fortrelTes in the neighbourhood, which he had 
found means to furprife. Nothing could be effedt- 
ed againft the place before the arrival of Ferid, 
the paymafter-general, with the emperor’s advanc-, 
ed guard. The prince, with an army of ' thirty 
thoufand horfe and foot, but without order, with- 
out diicipline, marched out of his camp to give 
battle to Ferid. The garrifon of Lahore perceiv- 
ing his motions, fell upon his rear. He left a 
part of his army to oppofe them : With the re- 
maining part he attacked Ferid. His troops be- 
haved b^etter than their difcipline feemed to pro- 
mife. He expofed his own perfon. He was at 
length deferted ; and, prefling among the thickeft 
of the enemy, he found himielf with only a few 
of his principal adherents, w'ho bravely fought by 
his fide. In this fituation he wtfs .jfurrounded by 
the Imperialifls on every fide. He was perfonally 
knowm to them all. They were tender of his 
life ; and, in attempting'' to take him prifoner, 
th^ permitted him to make his efcape. Great 
honours were conferred upon Ferid by the empe- 
ror, on account of this fignal vidtory. 

The unfortunate Chufero wandered all night 
of iiis through the woods, wdth a few attendants.- His 
adherents. a„ny was all difperfed. He came in the morning 
to a hut, where, quite overcome by fatigue, he 
laid hinifelf down to red. Some of his friends 
having difcovered where he lay, aflembled round 

' him. 
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him. They began to confult together on the? A.n. 
prefent pntoward ficuation of their affairs. They fj,g' 
differed in opinion. Such of the chiefs as were «o»5* 
natives of Bengal and the adjacent provinces, in.- ' — 
fifted upon taking the route of that quarter of 
India, by the foot of the northern mountains: 
they alleged, that the Raja Man Singh, who was 
then fubaof Bengal, poffcflcd great power, which 
he would not fail toesert in hisnephew*s caufe*: 
that the country was rich and populous : that it 
was an invariable maxim among ilie Hindoo 
princes, never to defert the intereft of a ffranger 
who Ihould throw himfclf under their proteftion: 

Befides, that the Raja Man Singh joined the af- 
feflion of a relation to the prince, to the natural 
faith of his nation to the fuppliant and unfortu* 
nate. The natives of Ghandeilh and Malava were 
for trying their fortunes in their refpeilive pro- 
vinces. Chan Azim, the late Vificr, father-in- 
law of Chufero, was governor of the latter j and 
they doubted not but he would fupport the dig- 
nity of his own family. They added, that Aziin 
was pofTefred of a fine army, provided with artil- 
lery, and fumiffied with ffores. 

Huffein Beg, who was in chief confidence with 
|he prince, ftarted objeflions to the diff*erent plans 
pf his other adherents. He urged the diftanceof 
the march^ and the impoffibilily of forcing their 
way through countries full of Imperial troops, 
who Mould be very aftive, fince Fortune had 
forfaketi the fide of Chufero. He propofed that 
they fhould continue their route to Cabul j where 
he himfelf had intereff fufHcient to arm the whole 
province, together with his native country Buduch- 

^ It was cuftomary with the Mahomroedan emperors of 
|iindo{lan to demand the daughters of Hindoo princes in 
tnarriage. The mother of Chufero was filler to the Rajah 
Man Singh. 

flian. 



14 


THE HISTORY OF HIN,DOSTAN. 

A. D. flian, in favour of the prince. Chufero, during 
the debate, fat filent. Having at length weighed 
fo'f5. each opinion, he declared in favour of that of 
Huflein ; alleging, that the troops of the north 
were mod faithful to their chiefs. The obferva- 
tion difpleafed the other chiefs : they murmured, 
and left his prefence. They faw that their affairs 
were defperate, and they refolved to retreat to 
their refpeclive habitations ; covering their fears 
under a pretended difgud at the preference given 
to the counfel of Hulfein. . 

He arrives Chufero in a few minutes found himfelf defert- 
bL^'cs of by thofe who had made him the tool of their 
the Attoc ; ambition and revenge. Reproaches were to no 
effed. He blamed his adherents for their, timidi- 
ty and perfidy ; but he himfelf was not lefs cul- 
pable, .His mind was agitated with various paf- 
fions. . Rage againft his own folly • was the mod 
predominant. Huflein was the only chief of note 
who remained of the confpirators. His follow- 
ers, confiding of three hundred horfe, and a few 
of the prince’s menial fervants, formed their ■ 
whole retinue. With thefe they fet out for Cabul. 
Being forced to depart from the high road, they 
frequently lod their way, as they were obliged to 
travel in the night. 

vvanrd/^" Keeping their courfe through unfrequented 
boats, paths, and by-roads, they at length arrived on the 
banks of the river Attoc, the larged branch of 
the Indus. It was impaflable without boats. It 
was then midnight. They moved down the river 
to the ferry of Choudera, Finding no boats at 
that place, though a much frequented paflage, 
they under dood that orders had beenfentto conceal 
them. Ihe ferryman and villagers were afleep. 

It was propofed to feize them, to force them to 
difcover where the boats were laid. Some were 
taken in their beds j others efcaped, and, with 

their 
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tliclr outcries, alarmed the country. Tlic prince A n. 
underftood from ihofc that \\crc taken, that or- 
(Icrs from the Imperial camp had tno days I'cforc ici^ 
been received by the zemindar of the dillrift, to 
flop the pafiageof the river; and that, in obedi- 
ence to titefc orders, he had fccretcd the boats. 

HulTcin in the mean time ha\ing dilpatched fome 
of his followers in qucfl of the boats, they found 
two, filled witli wood, in a neighbouring creek. 

Tliefc were unloaded, and brought to the proper 
place. The zemindar, being rouacd from ficep 
by the noife, had come by this time to the banks 
of the Alloc, attended by a concourfe of people. 

He called to thofe who dragged the boats, that he 
had an Imperial mandate to prohibit all perfons, 
t under pain of death, to crofs the river. They, 
intimidated by his threats, turned tlic head of the 
two boats ‘acrofs the flream. The prince’s party 
fired upon them: fome were kiilcd, others plung- 
ed into the river j and a few expert fwi'mmcrs, m 
the retinue of Chufero, brought one boat with 
difiicuUy to the Ihorc. 

The banks of the Auoc were in the mean time ii- 5s m 
crowded wiifi the country people. An ofiicer ar- 
rived with a hundred horfe to guard the pafiage. 

Other detachments came gradually in from c\cry 
quarter^ Chuftro and Iluflcin refohed to favc 
themfelves in tlic boat. They placed their horfes 
in the center, and they theinfcKcy took thtir feats 
in the Hern. Their attendants, afraid of being left 
to the mercy of their enemies, threw themlelves 
lieadlong into the veffel, and almofl funk her. 

They, however, piiflied her from fliore ; threw 
fome overboard, and cut off the hands of others 
who clung to her fides. Many were drowned. A 
few flain by the Imperialifis. This \\as but the 
beginning of misfortunes. Molt of the oars had 
been loll in the confufionj and the rudder, to 
< . complete 
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complete the ruin of the unfortunate Ghufero, had 
been inadvertently thrown overboard with the 
wood with which the boat had been found loaded; 
Thefe inconveniencies, joined to a want of fliill 
in the rowers, rendered it impoffibie for them to 
manage the boat. She w^as carried down the 
ftream. The confufion was great, and danger 
every moment increafed. 

The zemindar, and the party who guarded 
the ferry, 'were not idle. They 'feized upon thofe 
left afliore. They fired at the boat, and followed 
her down the river. She ftruck at laft on a fand- 
bank. Some plunged into the water to pufti her 
off; fhe remained immoveable. The fire conti- 
nued. Many were killed. No refource was left. 
The fun was juft rifing. Cafim Chan, who com- 
manded the party of horfe, feeing the unfortu- 
nate prince in this unextricable fituation, ftopt the 
fire. Being by this time joined by another officer 
who commanded a body of troops in the neigh- 
bourhood, both mounted their elephants ; and, 
riding in to the bank on w'hich the boat lay, feized 
the prince. Cafim placed him behind him on the 
elephant, while the other officer fecured Huffein. 
The few that remained of their attendants were 
carried afliore in another boat. 

Such was the end of a rebellion begun without 
any juft caufe, concerted without judgment, and 
carried on with very moderate abilities, by a 
prince fcarce more unfortunate than he deferved 
to be. The emperor w'as at the time encamped in 
a garden near Lahore. He received the news of 
the feizure of the prince with exceffive joy. He 
ordered him to be brought before him, with a 
golden chain from his left hand to his left foot, ac- 
coiding to the laws of his anceftors, Zingis and 
Timur. Huffein, loaded with iron chains, was 
placed on the right-hand of Chufero; Abdul 

Rahim, 
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Rahim, another of the principal rebels, on his A. d. 
left. Jehangire fternly aiked his Ton, “ What 
could induce thee, Sultan Chufero, to rebel 1015. 
againfl thy fovereign and father?” Chufero was ' — 
filent: the emperor began to relent. He tlien, 
in a foftcr tone, queflioned him about his advifers 
and abettors in rebellion. Chufero burft into 
tears. His father was furprized : for till then he 
had remained firm. “ Father/* faid the prince, 
wth a broken voice, “ my crime is great', but 
let me fuifer for it alone. When you accufed 
me, I was fenfible of my faults; and, as I was 
reconciled with the lofs of^lifc, I behaved with 
dignity. But when you raife the remembrance of 
my friends, I am troubled at tlieir fate. Let 
them efcape as they can ; I will never become 
their accufer.** 

Jehangire Hood filent; and byhis prefiing him nxeemjwi 
no farther, feemed to applaud his fentiinents. 

Any information from the prince would be un- 
ncceffary. The confpirators had impeached one 
another; and three hundred of the chiefs 
weie already feized. The prince was delivered 
over, in clofe confinement, into the hands of the 
paymalier-general. HufTein was fcntenced to be 
lewed up in the raw hide of an ox, and to be 
thrown in that condition into the fireet. The hide 
was foon contrafled by the heat of the fun ; and 
he expired in a few hours. Abdul Rahim did 
not fo cafily efcape. Finding that HufTein was 
dead fooner than they expefted, tliofe appointed 
to fuperintend the "executions, kept the afs*s hide 
in which Rahim • was inclofed, conllantly moifl 
with water. He lived for feveral days in that 
mxferable condition. Three hundred pales in the 
mean time were fet up in two rows along the pub- 
lic road. The rebels, to that number, were drawn 
alive on the pales. Chufero was brought every 

day. 
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A. D. day, as long as any of the unhappy wretches breatK- 
ed under their tortures, to view-the horrid fight. He 
loll" was led in chains through the midPt of them, whilft 
' — he watered the ground with • his tears. Some of 
them had been his dearefl companions others his 
faithful fervants, who had followed his fortunes, 
merely to fhew their fidelity to a mailer whom 
they loved. 

c.iii.Liiinr Thcfe barbarous executions were fcarce over at 
li Lahore, when news was brought to the Imperial 

xamp, that the Perfians had invefired Candahar 
with a numerous army ; that Shaw Beg, the go- 
vernor of that city and province, had, by his 
rallmefs, fuffered a very confiderable lofs in a 
fall}’ ; yet that he continued, without any ne- 
cefiity, to e’xpofe the garrifon. His condudl 
could only be accounted for by an abfurdity bor- 
dering on madnefs. He was as carelefs of his 
own life as he was of his duty. • Difiblute beyond 
example, he ordered an awning to be fpread over 
the gate-way moll expofed to the enemy’s fire. 
He fat under it all day, converfing with common 
proflitutes, whom, much againfi; their’ inclination,' 
he forced to attend him. The ■ emperor, fearing 
more from his negligence and debauchery, than 
lie hoped from his'fidelity and couragej fent Sirdir 
Chan, an old Omrah, to fuperfede him inhis go- 
vernrnent, with otders to defend Candahar to the 
lull extremity. Ghazi Chan, an officer of great 
reputation, was, at the fame time, difpatched 
with twenty-five thoufand horfe, to harafs the 
enemy. Jehangire himfelf, with the remaining 
part of the Imperial army, marched to Cabul. 

Ghazi had fcarce advanced within fix days 
march of Candahar, when the Perfians raifed the 
fiege, and retreated towards Chorafian. No rca- 
Ton could be aliigncd for thcfe hofiilidcs on the 
fide of Perfia. except the favourable opportunity 

ofleredv 


- 1.-/C 



JEHANGIJIE. . K 

ofTercd, by the rebellion of Chufero, for felzin^ A. n. 
the city oTCandahar, which was, in fomc mea- 
4furc, the key to the Perfian empire. Shaw Abas 1015. 
of Perfia pretended, that his lieutenants in the 
provinces of Sciftan and ChoralTan had taken this 
ftep without his orders; and that it was his pofi- 
tivc commands which raifed the fiej^e. 

Jehangirc placed little faith in the profcflions A pfice 
, of Abas; being fatisHed, that the death of Akbar, J-'a'. 
and the rebellion of Chufero, were the true mo- 
tives of the invafion. He, however, admitted 
the excufes of the Perfian, which were brought 
by his ambalTador Huifein. Several fma'l forts 
near Candahar, which had been taken by the 
Perfians, .were evacuated, and peace between the 
two formidable powers was rc*c(labli(hcd. Shaw 
Beg, deprived of the government of Candahar, 
was made Suba of Cabul: for, notwlthflanding 
his abfurd behaviour, he had difplayed both abi- 
lity and fpirlt in the 'defence of the city. The 
emperor, after thefe tranfaQions, returned to- 
ward Lahore. 

Sultan Chufero was fltll in clofc confinement, Aconfpi- 
which his aftivc and vehement dirpofiiion could 
very ill endure. The ufage he met with deprived 
him of every hope of a reconciliation with his 
father. The marks of aficClion fliewn by the em- 
peror to his younger fons, Purvez and Churrum, 
confirmed the fufpicions of Chufero. It was alfo 
currently reported, that Jehangire was to appoint 
one of the two favoured princes, his fucceflbr. 

Nothing but difappointment, and even death, 
prefenicd to Chufero’s mind. His friends were 
ftill numerous in the army. He founded them, 
by his emiflaries *. fomc moved by his misfortunes, 
many in love with novelty, began to form trea- 
fonable defigns agalnll the emperor^s life. It was 
.concerted jto fall upon Jehangire at the chace, 
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and, having difpatcheH ' him, to raife Chufero, 
from his piifon to the throne. 

Some writers doubt, whether Chufero was at 
all privy to this confpiracy : others deny the 
whole. The firft argue from the humanity of 
Chufero ; the latter fay, that it' was a fiflion of 
Sultan Churrum,, third fon of Jehangire. This 
much is certain, that the firft intelligence of the 
confpiracy came, through prince Churrum, to 
the empeior’s ears. He informed his father, thk 
five hundred of the nobility were engaged in a 
plot againfl his life. Jehangire was ftartled, and 
knew not how to aft: he confidered, that, fhould 
he feize fome, the reft would be alarmed ; and 
that danger might arife from their power. As it 
w^as difficult, therefore, to fecure them all at 
once, he thought it molt prudent to fend all on 
different fervices. Four of the principals he re- 
ferved, whom he ordered, to be feized. They 
were tried for treafon; fufficient proofs could not 
be found. They were kept in confinement : Chu- 
fero was more narrowly watched ; and became 
daily mpre and more obnoxious to his father. 
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CHAP.- 'll. 

• ' / 

Diflurhmitcs 'in Ben^a/ — Story of^Cbaja Aiafs^^ 

Hit Jiigbt'fnrn T^rtary—Di/lrcft m the defart 
^Dirth e/- the Suftana J^Dor‘Mdhil~-~Marnage 
with Sheri Afkur. — "Pcrfccution—and murder of 
that Qmrah — Her marriage .laith the empercr^ 

' ^Promotion of her family, 

JeHANGIRTv, 'having rcfctilcd the afiairs of Diflur- 
the provinces to the north-u*c(l of the Indu^, 
marched toward the capUal. When he was crof. * 
.fing the Atioc, .letters were received from Illam 
"Chan, governor of Ucliar, with .intelligence, that 
.Share Afkun, a native of Turkomanb, wlio 
commanded in the didricl of Burdwan, had, with 
',his own hand, killed Kuttub*uhdicn JCoka, Suba 
^of Bengal, togq'^thcr with fcvcral other officers, 

^ who had fel upon' Sherc Afkun, with an inten- 
tion to affiiffinatc him^ Jehangire was much af- 
fiicled at the^death or his favourite Kuttub; but 
he derived fomc.comfort froth the Suba*s fuccefs 
againfl the hTe * of Sfierc' Afkun. The circum- 
ftanccs of the unhappy* fate of "this chief arc in 
themfelves extiaordinary ; and the knowledge of 
them’ishecefTary for elucidating the fequel of the 
hiflory' of Jehangire. To trace’ things to their 
fource, we m^f^, ^for fometime, lofe fight of the 
unfortunate Shere.,* 

About twenty jears bcfore'this period,* Chaja S'orr of 
;Aiafs, a native of the weftern Tartary, left that 
.country to pulh his fortune in'Hindoflan. He 
was defeended of, an ancient and noble family, 

*■ ’ ' K 2 fallen 


^ OF 

■'»' “I!”- 

Be, ''°'^®'' nVis ““'ts poof ^’“"^TO 

?"i*r:ufa young -Cnd 

to'tl\eUfte^« 4fouvce of hu ^,,,o ei*er 

•Ind'aF ■ «„ left ptwate'y ly'o , jned MS 

the PO-Tth. U-affift Ijlf ’ confifted of 

wodfd not n' . country- of 'luon^^; 

.face to a for g ^ a veB ‘ Me of h'® - 

one forry >°''%eded fro"' i the horfe, . ^u 

v,hfch had proceed ^pon * , -be -rrith 

V*. o^Sde S'^«'^r?Pgiio of f° 

‘wiKedby '!fAuv‘end'ureibefat'g.,^^„„ey "as 

'chiVd, and co d P*“Lbfiaed, for f°™f 

•a'iodfney- J, . !bev-Ka'i ovou fub'Ut > j,,e 

‘foon expen viben h 'ftparafe ’f'at; 

"aaB/W?5 -cSSb^udes, Xrfffr^ 

‘feuts-of tbe 

^tarv ^-P!. ■ v.‘A\lTe \vas' tbete to ‘^^^^j.to'feUeve 

^l^fudla.3?)|^^^-^alhdf l rio band^t^^^ 

.ffie ‘*o»\°] a6tufn, "is, certarn ^ , 

‘tHeir wants* -, f- - ^-.'^^^TViato?* i.-ot^iiplfete-thf^ 

■fxocebd, 'tbree^daX?:*.^® .S^en in dn- 

Hisdlftrets^ ;Tdie7:?^^^^||-t\fe 6f ‘-lU^nd'fdt 

-^jffbrtupes, t|,o^ .reptoaob fg^^bnaie'droun ; 
^ouT. '"*^0 rountTY at'an ni^, - ) Y:f0 for'ibo 

- TeaVmg Jis nativ ^ duietJ^V'ongii'^.)?®® fcbuntt^ 

■.£or'exchan|i^S„ U? /‘rf jLht for* > 

-.ideaf P’^‘?I?oSff|,S(ito'duon 'ff’® '^SoL-'for fo*® 
;in -thfs^ d*f“ i|ihaVned fu'dB P^!f,„;gbt;p4fs 
dau^ter- . ^ope -that tra\ . ---Btiman’fo.o ^ 

hours, "'*-?vS, Wedffippo'<^|-,;f ? . decUried 
'..that way ^ - ^efarts : -the 

"Ihty^are-d.-fbe-app-io^; .£,1 ■fhoPfd 



23 


J r H A N G r R c. 

they cfcapc their hunger, they mull fall by their 
own. Chaji Aiaf^, in this cxircmit), hi\ing 
placed his \>ifcon the horfe, found himftlfro tnudi 
cxlnuflcd tint he cpvtid fcarccly inosc. 'I'o c'lrry 
the child uas impofiible: the mother could not 
even hold hcrfcif fnfl on the bor/e. ’ A long con- 
tcfl began between Uunnniiy and NeccITitj : the 
latter ptcvailcd, and ilicy agreed to expofe the 
child on the high.w*ay. *1 he infant, coxcred with 
leaxes, was placed under a tree; and the difeon- 
fohic parents proceeded in tears. 

When they had advanced about a mi'c from 
the place, and the c)cs of the mother could no^'"‘ 
longer diflinguin» the folitary tree under which 
flic had left her d ujghter, flic ga\c wa> to grief ; 
and throwing hcrfcll from ihchorfeon the ground, 
cvclaimcd, M) child! mychildl” She enden- 
xouretl to raife hcrfelf; but me Ind no flrength 
to return. Aiafs w?s pierced to the heart, lie 
promifed to bring her the infant. He arrixed ai 
the pl^cc. No iboncr Ind his c)cs reached the 
child, than he uas almofl flruch dead with horror. 

A black fnahe, fa) ouramhore, xx.as coiled around 
it; and Aiafs believed he beheld him extending 
his fatal jaws (o devour ibc infant. 'Uic father 
ruflicd forvard. 'flic ferpent, alarmed at his xo- 
eiferation, retired into the heflloxv tree, lie took 
up his daiiglucr unhurt, and returned to the 
mother. He gaxc her child into her .arms j and, 
as he xvas informing her of tin* xxondcrful efcape 
of the infant, fomc travellers appeared, and foon 
relieved them of all their wants. l‘hey proceeded 
gradually and came to Lahore. 

'ihe emperor Akbar, pt the airival of * Ahfs, Jj'samrai 
kept Ins court at Lahore. Afiph Chan, one of 
that pionarch’s principal Omrahs, ixticndcd then Laiio'e. 
the prefencc. lie >vas a fliflant rclxiion to Aiafs, 
and he received him with attention and friend- 

fhip. 
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fhip. To employ him, he made him his own' 
fecretary. Aiafs foon recommended himfelf to 
Afiph in that Ration ; and, by fonie accident, his 
diligence and ability attracted the notice of the 
emperor, who raifed him to the command of a 
thoufand horfe. He became, • in procefs, of time, 
mafter of the houfehold ; and his genius being 
Rill greater than even his good fortune, he raifed 
himfelf to the office and title of A£limad-ul-Dowla, 
or high treafurer of the empire. Thus he, who 
had almoR periflied through mere want in the de- 
fert, became, in the fpace of a few years, the 
RrR fubjedl in India. 

Ch^rafter The daughter, who had been born to Aiafs in 
defert, received, foon after his arrival at La- 
Mher-ul- hore, the name of Mher-ul-Nifla, or the Sun of 
Niffa. Women. She had fome right to the appellation ; 
for in beauty flie excelled all the ladies of the 
EaR. She was educated with the utmoR care and. 
attention. In mufic, in dancing, in poetry, in paint- 
ing, ffie had no equal among her fex. Her difpofi- 
tion was volatile,her wit lively and fatirical, herfpirit 
lofty and uncontrouled. Selim, the prince-royal, 
viRted one day her father. When the public en- 
tertainment was over, when all, except the prin-' 
cipal gueRs, were withdrawn, and wine was 
brought on the lable, the ladies, according to cuf- 
tom, were introduced in their veils. ^ 

ambition of Mher-ul-Niffa afpired to a con- 
tan Selina: queR of the prince. She fung — he was in rap- 
tures : file danced — he could hardly be reRrained, 
by the rules of decency, to his place. ^ Her Ra- 
ture, her fliape, her gait, had raifed his ideas of 
her beauty to the higheR pitch. When his eyes 
feerned to devour her, flie, as by accident, dropt 
hei veil ; and fiione upon him, at once, with all 
her charms. The confufion, which file could well 
feign, on the occafion, heightened the beauty of 

her 
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her face, Iler'iimKl eye by Acnlih fell upan the . 
prince, and kindled all hts foul into love. lie 
was filcnt for the remaining; part of the evening : 
flic endeavoured to confirm, by her u it, the con- 
quefl which the charms of her perfon had made. 

Selim, diflrai^cd with his paflion, knew not Marrift 
what courfc to take. Mhcr ul-Kiflii had been be- 
ifoihcd, by her father, to Sherc Afkun. a Tiir- 
komanian nobleman of great renown. lie ap- 
plied to his father Akbar, who flcrnly refufed to 
commit a piece of injuflicc, though in fn'.ourof 
the heir of his throne. '1 he price retired abafii- 
cd ; and Mher ul Nifia became the utfe of Sherc 
Afkun. The latter, however, fuffered in his 
profpects in life, for not having made a voluntary 
refignation of the lady to the enamoured prince. 

Though Selim durfl: make noopca attack upon his 
fortunate rival during the life of Akbar, men in 
ofljcc worfliipped the rifing fun, and tlirew ac- 
cumulated difgracc on Sherc Afkun. He be- 
came dlfgufld, and left the court of Agr.i. lie 
retired into the province of lleng.al, and obtain- 
ed from the Suba of that country, the fuperin-^ 
tendency of the difiricl of Ilurdwan, 

The paflion for Mlicr-iil-Niflii, which Selim had j-lcUt'/ftlj; 
reprefied from a rerpccland fear for his father, re- bsitm. 
turned with redoubled violence when he Iiimfelf 
mounted the throne of India. lie was now abfo- 
lute ; no fubjecl could thwart his will and pleafure. 

He recalled Shere Afkun from his retreat. Tie 
was, however, afraid to go fo much agamfl the 
current of the public opinion, as to deprive that 
Omrah of his wife. Sherc was inflexible: no 
man of honour in India can partwiili his fpoufe, 
and retain his life. His incredible flrengih and 
bravery had rendcrcil Shere extremely popular. 

He was naturally liigli-fpirited and proud ; and 
it was not to'be expelled, that he would yield to 

indignity 
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indignity and public fhatne.— His family, his for- 
mer reputation was high. — Born of noble parents 
in Turkomania, he had fpent his youth in Perfia ; 
and had ferved. with uncommon renown, Shaw 
IfrnaH the third of the Sufvi line. His original 
name was Ada Jilld, but having killed a liorl, 
he was dignified with the title of Shere Afkui), 
or the Overthrower of the Lion. Under the 
latter name he became famous in India. In the 
wars of Akbar, he had ferved with great repu- 
tation. He had diftinguillied himfelf, in a parti- 
cular manner, under Chail Chanan, at the tak- 
ing of Sind, by exhibiting prodigies of perfo- 
nal ftrength and valour. Preferments had' been 
heaped upon him ; and he w'as highly efteemed 
at court, during the life of Akbar, who loved in 
others that daring intrepidity for which he him- 
felf was renowned. 

He is call- Jehangire kept his court at Delhi, when he 
cd to court, called Shere Afkun to the prefence. He received 
him gracioufiy and conferred new honours upon 
him. Shere Afkun, naturally open and generous, 
lufpeded not the emperor’s intentions. Time, 
he thought, had crazed the memory of Mher-ul- 
Nilfa from Jehangire’s mind. He was deceived. 
The monarch was refolved to remove his rival ; 
but the means he ufed were, at once, foolilh and 
difgraceful. He appointed a day for hunting; 
and ordered the haunt of an enormous tiger to 
be explored. News was foon brought, that a 
tiger of an extraordinary fize was difcovered in 
-the fnrefi of Nidarbari. This favage, it was faid, 
had earned off many of the largeft oxen from 
the neighbouring villages. The emperor diredfed 
thither his march, attended by Shere Afkun, and 
feveral thoufands of his principal officers, with all 
their trains. Having, according to the cuftom 
of the Mogul Tartars, furrounded the ground for 
many miles, they began to move toward the cen- 
ter. 



27 


J E H A N G I 11 E. 

ter, on all Tides. The tiger was rouzed. ITis 
roaring was heard in all quarters : and the em- 
peror haftened to the place. 

The nobility being afiembicd, Jehangire called 
aloud, “ AVho among you will advance fingly 

and attack this tiger They looked on one 
another in filencc : then all turned their ejes on 
Sherc Afkun. lie feemed not to underhand 
their meaning: at length three Omrahs flarrcd 
forth from the circle, and facrificing fear to fliame, 
fell at the emperor’s feet, and begged permif- 
fion to try fingly their firength againit the formi- 
dable animal. The pride of Shere Aflcun arofe. 
He had imagined, that none durfl attempt a 
deed fo dangerous. He hoped, that after the 
rcfufal of the nobles, the honour of the cntcr- 
prize would devolve in courfc on his hands. But 
three had offered themfclves for the combat ; and 
they were bound in honour to infill on their prior 
right. Afraid of lofing his former renown, Shere 
Afkun began thus in the prefence, “ To attack 
“ ananimal with weapons is both unmanly and 
“ unfair. God has given to man limbs and 
“ finews as well as to tigers: he has added reafon 
“ to the former to conduft his firength.*' The 
other Orarahs objeClcd in vain, “ That all 
“ men were inferior to the tiger in firength ; and 
“ that he could be overcome only with fteel.” 
“ I will convince you of your mifiake,** Shere 
Afkun replied : and, throwing down his fuord 
and fhield, prepared to advance unarmed. 

Though the emperor was, in fecret, pleafcd 
with a propofal full of danger to Shere, he made 
a fiiew of difluading him from the enierprize. 
bhere was determined. The monarch, with 
feigned reluctance, yielded. Men knew not whe- 
ther they ought moft to admire the courage of the 
man, or exclaim againft the folly of the deed. 
Aftonifliment was painted in every face. Every 
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tongue was filent. Writers give a particular,, 
but mcredible detail of the battle between Shere 
Afkun and the tiger. This much is certain, that, 
after a long and obftinate Rruggle, the aflioniflr- 
ing warrior prevailed ; and though mangled with 
w'ounds himfelf, laid at lafl; the favage dead at his 
feet. The thoufands who were eye-witnefles of the 
action, were even almofl afraid to vouch for the 
truth of the exploit, with their concurring tefli- 
mony. The fame of Shere was increafed ; and 
the defigns of the emperor failed. But the de- 
termined cruelty of the latter ftopt not here : 
other means of death were contrived againft the 
unfortunate Shere. 

Defeats a He had fcarce recovered from his wounds, 
‘agam"a his when he came to pay his refpefts at court. He 
life. was carefled by the emperor ; and he fufpedled no 
guile. A fnare, however, was prepared for him. 
Jehangire had meanly condefeended to give pri- 
; vate orders to the rider of one of his largefl ele- 

phants to..waylay his rival, in one of the narrow 
' ftreets, when he next fliould return to court, and 
there to tread him to death. As accidents of 
that kind fometimes happen, from the rage of 
thofe animals in the rutting feafon, the thing 
might have paffed without fufpicion. Shere was 
carried in his palanky. He faw the elephant in 
his way. He gave orders to the bearers to return 
back : the elephant came forward. They threw, 
the palanky, with their mailer, inthellreet, and^ 
fled to fave their lives, Shere faw his danger. 
He had jufl time to rife. He drew a fliortfword, 
which always hung by his fide ; with this wea- 
pon'he flruck the elephant acrofs the root of the. 
trunk, which he cut off with one' blow. The 
animal roared, turned from him, fell down and 
expired. The emperor was looking, out at a 
window. He retired with amazement and flrame. 

Shere 
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Shere continued his way to the palace. Without 
any fufpicion of treachery, he related the particu- 
lars to jehangife. The latter difguifed his fenti- 
ments, but rclinquiflied not his defigns. lie 
praifed the (Irengtli and valour of Shcre, who re- 
tired fatisned and unfurpefling from the prefencc. 

Whether the emperor endeavoured to conquer 
his padion for Mhcr-ul-NilTa, or felt reinorfc from 
his own behaviour, is uncertain ; but, lor tlic 
fpace of fix months, no further altcmpls were 
made againfi the life of Shore, who now retired 
to the capital of Dengal. 'J7ic former defigns of 
Jehangire were no fecret. Tliey were the fubjeft 
of common converfation, little to the advantage 
of the charadler of a great prince. Abfolutcmo- 
narchs, however, are never without men who Hat- 
ter their word pallions, and adminificr to their 
mod pernicious plcafures. Kmiub, Suba of Ben- 
gal, was one of thefe convenient fycophants. To 
ingratiate himfelf witli the emperor, though per- 
haps not by his exprefs commands, he lured forty 
rufiians, to attack and murder Shore, ^^henan 
opportunity fliould offer. Shcre was apprized of 
the intentions of Kutiub. 11c continued within 
doors ; but fuch was lus confidence in his own 
ftrength and valour, that at night he would not 
permit his fervants to remain in his houfe. 7’hey, 
according to cudom, retired each to his own 
home. An old porter only remained of the meu 
fervants, under the fame roof with Shcre. The 
affaffins were no drangers to a circumdance com- 
mon in India. They made their obfervations up- 
on the houfe. They found that there was a room, 
on the right hand, within the principal door, 
which Shere ufed, as a 'writing-chamber. This 
room'communicated, by a narrow pafiage, with 
the fleeptng apartments. When it was dark, they 
took advantage of the old porter’s abfence, and 

conveyed 
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conveyed themfelves, without difcovery, into the 
houfe. 

forty affaf- The principal door being bolted at the ufual 
hour, Shere and his family went to bed. Some 
of the aifaffins, when they thought he was fallen 
afleep, Hole filently into his apartment. They 
prepared to plunge their daggers into his body, 
when one of them, who was an old man, being 
touched with remorfe, cried out with a loud voice: 
“ Hold ! have we not the emperor’s orders ? Let 
“ us behave like men. Shall forty fall upon one, 
and that one afleep !” “ Boldly fpoken,” faid 
Shere ; darting that inftant from his bed. Seizing 
his fword, he placed himfelf in a corner of the 
room. There he was attacked by the aifaffins. 
In a few minptes, many of the villains lay, wel- 
tering in their blood, at his feet. Scarce one half 
efcaped without a wound. The old man, who 
had given warning, did not attempt to fly. Shere 
took him by the hand, praifed and thanked him 
for his behaviour, and having enquired about 
thofe who had hired the aifaffins, difmilfed him, 
with handforae prefents, to relate the particulars 
abroad. 

Heismur- The fame of this gallant exploit refounded 
dered. through the whole empire. Shere could not llir 
abroad for the mob, who prelfed around him. 
He, however, thought proper to retire from the 
capital of Bengal, to his old refidence at Burd- 
wan. He hoped to live there in obfcurity and 
fafety, with his beloved Mher-ul-Nilfa. He was 
deceived. The Suba of Bengal had received his 
government, for the purpofe of removing the un- 
fortunate Shere ; and he was not ungrateful. 
After deliberating with himfelf about the means, 
he, at lall, fell upon an effieflual expedient. Set- 
tling the affairs of his government at Tanda, 
which was, at that time, the capital of Bengal, 

he 
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he tefolved, with a great retinue, to make tJie 
tour of the dependent provinces. In his rout he 
Came to Burdwan. He rttade no feerct to his prin- 
cipal officers, that he had the emperor’s orders 
for difpatching Sherc: That devoted Omrali, 
hearing that the Suba was entering the town in 
'which herefided, mounted his horfe, and, with 
two fervanis only, t\ent to pay his rcljjcfls. The 
Suba received Sherc with aficfled politenefs. 
They rode, for fomc time, fide by fide ; and their 
conve'rfetion turned upon indificrent affairs. The 
Suba fuddenly ftopi. He ordered his elephant of 
(late (o’ be brought; which he mounted, under 
a-pretcnce of appearing with becoming pomp in 
the city of Burdwan. Sherc flood flill, when the 
Suba Was afeending ; and one of the pikemen, 
pretending that Sherc was in the way, flruck his 
horfe, and began to drive him before him. Shere 
was enraged at the affront. He knew that the 
pikeman durfi not have ufed that freedom with- 
out his mailer’s orders : he faw plainly, that there 
was -a laid defign againft his life, lie turned 
round upon 1 the pikcinan, and threatened him 
with inflanr death. ^ He fell on the ground and 
begged for mercy. Swords were drawn. Shere 
had rio time to lofe. He fpurred his horfe up to 
the elephant, on which the Suba was mounted ; 
and having broke down the amari or caflle, cut 
him in two; and thus the unfortunate Kuttub be- 
’came the \iflim of his ow'n zeal to pleafe the cm- 
'peror. Shere did not reft here: he turned his 
fword on the other officers. Ihe firft<that fell 
by --his hands was Aba Chan, a native of Cafh- 
mire; ’Who was an Omrah of five thoufand horfe. 
•’Four other nobleS'fhared the fame fate. A death 
•attended every blow from the 'hand of Shore. 
The remaining chiefs, were at once aftonifiied and 
frightened. ’1 hey fled to a diftance, and formed $ 

a circle 
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a circle around him. Some began to gall him 
with arrows-, others to lire with their' mufquels. 
His horfe, at length, being lliot with a, ball in 
the forehead, fell under him. The unfortunate 
Shere, reduced to the laft extremity, began to 
upbraid them v/ith cowardice. He invited them 
feverally to fingle combat ; but he begged in vain. 
He had already received fome v/ounds.- ■ He plainly 
faw his approaching fate. Turning his face 
toward Mecca, he took up fome .dull wvith his 
hand ; and, for want of water, threw it, by way 
of -ablution, upon his head. He then Hood up, 
fe<irningly unconcerned. 'Six balls entered ,his 
body, in different places, before he fell. His 
- enemies had fcarce the.cburage to come near, till 
they faw him in the lafl agonies of death. They 
praifed his valour to the fkies : but in adding, to 
his reputation, they took'away from their own. 

Mhpr-ui- The officer, who .fucceeded the deceafed Suba 

V’ iV * 

‘ ® in the command of the. troops, haftened to the 
hoLife of Shere. ■ He 'w^as afraid that Mher-ul- 
• Nilfa, in the firft paroxifms of grief, .might make 
away with herfelf. That lady, how'ever, bore 
her misfortunes with more fortitude and refigna- 
tion. She was unwilling to adopt the. manners of 
her country, upon fuch tragical occafions, She 
even pretended, in vindication of her apparent 
infenfibility, to follow the injunctions of her de- 
ceafed lord. She alleged that Shere, forefeeing 
his own fall by Jehangire, had conjured her to 
yield to the defires of that monarch wdthout hc- 
litation. The reafons, which flie faid,- he gave, 
were as feeble as the fad itfelf w^as improbable. 
He was afraid that his own exploits would fink 
into oblivion, wdthout they were connected with 
the remarkable event of giving an emprefs to 
Indian 
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Wher-uUNiffa was fent, with ail imaginable receiv- 
care, to Delhi. She was full of the ambition of 
becoming the fattDurite Sultana. Her vanity was 
difappointed. Though flie was received with 
great tendernefs and affeftion, by Rokia Sultana 
Begum, the emperor's mother, Jehangire re- 
fufed to fee her. Whether his mind wAs then 
fixed on another objeft, orremorfehad taken pof- 
feflion of his foul, authors do not agree. They, 
however, affert, with great improbabilit)’, that 
the emperor was fo much aftc£led with the death 
of his favourite, the Suba of Bengal, that he 
refolved to puniHi Mher-uUNifla, for an accident 
in which (he had no concern. Be that ns it will, 
he gave orders to fhut her up in one of the worft 
apartments of the feraglio. He even would not 
deign to fee her; and, contrary to his ufual mu- 
nificence to women, he allowed her but fourteen 
anas, about two Ihillings of our money, a*day, 
for the fubfifience of herfcif and fome female 
flaves. This coldnefs to a woman whom he pafiio- 
natcly loved when not in his power, was at once 
unaccountable and abfurd. 

Mher-ul-NilTa was a woman of a haughty fpirit, feen 
and could not brook this treatment. She had no 'hfcm- 
remedy. She gave hcrfelf up, for Tome time, to 
grief, as if for the death of her hufband ; but it 
Was difappointlnent only that pre)ed upon her 
mind. She was at length reconcileri to her con- 
dition, from a hope of an opportunity of rc-kind- 
lingthe emperor’s former love. She trufled to 
’the amazing power of her own beauty ; which, 
to conquer, required only td^be Teen. The em- 
' peror’s mother, who was, deeply interefied for 
* Mher-uI-Nilfa, could not prevail upon her fon to 
fee her. 'He turned away from her in filence, 
when fhe fpoke of the wddow of Shere. An ex- 
pedient, however, Oifered itfelf to Mher-ul-Nifla. 

'io 
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inter one word ; but flood with her eyes fi>:ed on 
the ground, JeUangire remained for fome time 
filent. He admired her (hape, her Oirure, her 
beauty, her grace; and that ineKpreniulc voljp- 
tuoufnefs of meiiij which it is im^ofliblc to refifl. 

Jehangire did not, for foinc tinii*. recover tt-ri’upti-* 
from his confufioh. tic at length fat dov^n <^0 jci'aneif#, 
the fopha, and requeued Mlicr-uI-NKTa to fit by 
hU fide. The firll queflion he affted, was, “ "Why 
“ this difierence between theappearanceorMher- 
“ uUNifla and her flaves ?** She very fiirc idly 
replied, ** Thofe born to fcrviiude mull drcfi». 

“ as it fliall pleafe thofe whom they ferve. Tliefe 
** are my fervants } and 1 alleviate the burden of 
*’* bondage by every indulgence In my power* 

But I that am your Have, O Emperor of the 
“ Moguls, mud drefs according to your pleafurc 
“ and not my own." Though this nnfwer was a 
hind of farcafm on his behaviour, it was fo poni- 
nent and well turned, that it greatly pleafej Je» 
hangire. He took Iier at once in his arms, llis 
former alfeflion returned, with all its violence ;* 
and the very next 'day, public orders were iflued 
to prepare a magnificent feflival, for tlie celebra- 
tion of his nuptials witli Mher^ul-’Nifia. Her 
name was alfo changed by an edid into Noor-Ma- 
hil, or the Light of the Seraglio, The empcror*s 
former favourites vaniflied before her ; and during 
the reft of the reign of Jehangire, flie bore the 
chief fway in all the affairs of the empire. 

The great power of Noor-Mahil appeared, for Promotnn 
the firft lime, in the immediate advancement of ^ 
her family. Her father, who, in the latter end of 
the reign of Akbar, had been chief treafurer of 
the empire, was raifed to the office of abfolutevi- 
fic^-' and firft minifter. Ferid Bochari, who, 
under the title of Mortaza Chan, managed the 
affairs of the empire, had been, by aftroke of the 
VoL. 111. L palfy. 
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palfy, rendered unfit for bufinefs, which opened 
the way for the promotion of the Aftemad-ul- 
Dowlaf. The two brothers of Noor-Mahil were 
r'aifed to the fiifl rank of nobility, by the titles of 
Aflicad Chan and Afiph Jah. Her numerous 
relations poured in from Tarta'ry, upon hearing 
of the fortune of the houfe of Aiafs. Some of • 
them were gratified with high employments, all 
with lucrative ones. Her father was not dazzled 
with the fplendor of his high ftation. He w^as 
a man of probity in private life, of ability in 
office. He became a great and good minifter. 
His name is revered to this day in Hindoftan. 
The talents of her brothers were rather popular 
than great. They behaved with honour and mo- 
deration upon every occafion ; ftrangers to info- 
lence, and enemies to oppreffion. The invidi- 
oufnefs of their fituation did not raife envy« 
Men allowed, that merit intitled them more to 
their high ftations, than their relation to the fa- 
vourite Sultana. The writers of the affairs of 
Hindofian remark. That no family ever rofe fo 
fuddenly, or fo defervedly, to rank and eminence, 
than the family of Chaja Aiafs 5 and this is our . 
apology for the minute relation of their progrofs 
to greatnefs. 
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CHAP. HI. 


Prudent admhilflraihn — hfurre^lhns (^tiellcd^Bdd 
juccefs in the Decan — Eniperor*s progrefs to Ay 
7nere.^Peace zvith the Rana — Prince Churrum 
in favour — Character of Sultan Ptirvcz — A}t 
EngUfi Ambajfador — Hts reception at Ajmere — 
Tranfadliom at court^Power of the Sultana^ 
Progi'efs io Mando-^'To Guzerat—The emperor* s 
return io Agra-^Dcdth and charadler of the 
Vfer. 

The charms of the Sultana eftranged the mind Pfuien^ 
of Jehangire from all public affairs. Eafy in his nekton* 
temper, and naturally voluptuous, the powers of 
his foul were locked up in a pleafing enthufiaftn 
of love, by the engaging converfation and extra* 
ordinary beauty of Noor-Mahil. The ftate, how- 
ever, did not fuffer from the negligent indolence 
of the emperor. An ample field was left for the 
virtues and abilities of the new vifier ; who turn- 
ed his attention more to domeffic improvement 
than to foreign conquell. Agriculture, which 
had been much neglefted, was encouraged. Ma- 
ny provinces, defolated by former difturbances 
and wars, were, by degrees, repeopled and cul- 
tivated. Security of property w’as given to the 
farmer j the induffry of the mechanic was pro- 
tefled. The country afluraed a new face : the 
' L 2 ufeful 
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iifeful arts were revived and flourifhed in the cU 
ties. The \ificr even extended his improvementg 
to defarts. Torefts, formerly the haunts of wild 
beads, were cut down ; and villages and towns 
began to rife in folitudes. Infurredion and rebel- 
lion were not heard of, becaufe there was no op- 
prellion : idlenefs being difcouraged, robberies 
were things unknown. • The revenues of the em- 
pire gradu-ally increafed : to prevent extortion 
in the colled ion, every Suba was obliged to tranf- 
mit monthly to court, a Rate of the improv'e* 
ments and regulations made, in confequence'*<of 
public inflrudUons"" from Agra. When the im- 
provements were not adequate to the taxes, the 
Subas were either feverely reprimanded, or de- 
graded. No diPdndions were naade in the admini- 
flration ofjuftice, between the Mahommedan and 
Hindoo. Both were worftiippefs of God, each 
in his way; both’ members of the farhe commu- 
nity, and fubjeds of the fame lord. 

When the father of the Sultana was thus em- ■ 
ployed, in internal regulations for the good of 
the empire, new commotions arofe near its' 
Tiorthern frontier. The Afgans, a fierce and un- 
tradable people, natives of the mountains beyond 
the Indus, always thirfting after llaughter and 
plunder, could not long endure peace. Thefe 
barbarians w^ere encouraged to infurredion, by 
th.e abfence of Shaw Bee Chan, Suba of Cabul, 
Irom the capital of the province of that name. 

1 he Suba had been obliged to make a journey 
northward, to Icttle fome affairs on the frontiers ; 
and hlajin-ul-Muluc, the deputy governor of Ca- 
bul, fuffered himfelf to be iurprized in the city 
by the infurgeiits. ’’I’hey entered Cabul, with a con- 
iulcrable army, and began to exercife all the 
ciuelties of war. The inhabitants, rendered dc- 
iperate by misfortune, took arms againft the plun- 

dertrs. 
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derers. The cUy became a fccnc of fiaughtcr and A. n. 
diflrcfs. Nadtli Mcidam, a gallant man, and an 
officer of rank in the province, baftened to the 
relief of Cabwl. Some of the banditti fled: ma- 
ny were put to the fword. The fttgitives vvcrc 
purfued to their mountains, and the rebellion 
quaflied. Thefe iranfacbons happened in the 
month of Sifficr, of the fixth year of Jehangire. 

An infuTTcclion happened in Bengal toward 
the dofe of the fame year. Ahnan, an Afgan, 
defeended of the race of the Patan pnnccs, who 
reigned In India before the empire Itll under tlie 
dominion of the houfc of Timur, flirred up a 
rebellion, lie had formerly made ntan) attempts 
to recover the throne of his fatltcrs ; but tins 
was his moR formidable and rcfoluie clTort. Su. 
jait, an officer of rank, was difpatchcd againfl 
the rebel by Ifiam Chap, Suba of Bengal. Both 
armies Toon came to an aftion. Sujjit was on 
the point of being defeated. He drove his ele- 
phant, as the Ink refort of dcfpair, through the 
thickcR of the enemy, in fearch of Afman, wlio 
was mounted on a horfe. The elephant having 
feized thehorfe, daflicd him and his rider ngainft 
the ground ; but wlicn the animal w'as about to 
tread the unfortunate Afinan under his feet, one 
of his attendants came and wouiiJed the clcpliant 
in the trunk. The elephant, with the pain of the 
wound, plunged in fuch a manner, that Si’jait 
was thrown off, and fell headlong on the ground. 

His life was fared by his 'men; who feeing 
him expofing his perfon, became lefs carclul 
about their own. In their effort to e.viricate their 
chief, they rcpulfed tke enemy. Afinan, biuifed 
with his fall, was carried back to his tent, where 
he foon after expired. His death gave iheviftory 
to Sujait, and quafhed the rebellion in Bengal. 

8ujait, for ihisYignahfervjce, was raifed by the 

emperor ' 
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D. emperor to the title of Ruftum Ziman, which 
fignifies the Hercules^of the Age. 

1020'. The infurredion in Bengal was fcarce quelled, 
when another of a more extraordinary nature hap- 
hi^BehTr. pen^d in the neighbouring province of Behar. 
A man of low degree, whofe name was Cuttub, 
defcended of the Rohilla tribe of Afgans, and a 
native of Atcha, found his way to Behar. I'hat 
province was poflfeffed by a number of his nation, 
who had fettled there under the Patan empire. 
He affirmed that he was the prince Chufero, the 
reigning emperor’s fon ; and he accompanied his 
impofture with a probable ftory of his efcape 
from prifon. The misfortunes of Chufero had 
rendered him popular. Many believed the tale. 
Many, in love with innovation and fpoil, joined 
the ftandard of Cuttub. He numbered, in lefs 
than a week, feven thoufand ^mong his 
followers. He aflumed immediately the Imperial 
titles, and advanced with his motely army of ban- 
ditti, toward Patna, the capital of th? province 
of Behar. Affil Chan, the Suba of t^e province,' 
was abfent at Gazipoor, about one hundred and 
twenty miles from Patna ; and his deputy com- 
manded in the city, when Cuttub appeared be= 
fore it. ‘ ‘ 

Qyafhed. Patna was too large and ill-garri-, 

foned with troops to make any defence. Cuttub 
entered it, with little oppofition. He took pof- 
feffion of the palace, women, and vy^ealth of the 
Suba ; and giving up Patna to plunder, divided 
. the fpoil among his adherents. Some, who were 
no flrangers to the perfon of Sultan Chufero, 
endeavoured to expofe the impofture. They fuf- 
fered for their rafhnefs, and were put to death. 
Some, confeious of the impefition, were afraid 
to own their folly ; and, having gone fo far were 
unwilling and afhamed to recede. Affil himfelf, 

at 
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firfl, gave fomc credit to a report brought a d. 
from a!! quarters. He knew not hoiv to behave, jfi"- 
He afFefted the party of Chufero ; and he feared 
the emperor. Ten days after Patna was furprifed 
by Cuttub, Afiil was convinced, by various let- 
ters, that the leader of the infurrcflion was not 
the prince. He haflened from Gazipoor, with 
all the forces he could colleft. On the third day 
he prefented himfelf before Patna. Cmtub 
marched out and gave him battle. The infurgents 
w’ere defeated and fled. In the hurry of their 
flight they neglcfled to fhut the gates } and the 
enemy entered at their heels, 'fhe pretended 
prince, driven to the laH: extremity, fiiiii himfelf 
op, with a few friends, in the Suba's houfe. He 
■defended himfelf for fome time. Aflil, having loft 
twenty men in endeavouring to fcale the walls, 
was fo fortunate as to kill the impoflor with a 
brick-bat i and thus a ridiculous kind of deatli 
put an end to the ambitious views of Cuttub. 

Intelligence of this infurreflion arrived at the 
court of Agra, at the fame time with the news of 
Its being quelled. Frefh diftuibances broke out ‘ 
in a different corner of the empire. AmarSinka, 
prince of Odipour, in the Hecan, fettlng fuddenly 
t^on the Imperial troops on the frontier, defeated 
them. The aftion. happened near the city of 
orampour, among the mountains of Balagat. 'Hie 
emperor was alarmed. He placed his fecond fon, 
i urvez, at the head of thirty thoufand horfe ; and 
gave him, at the fame time, a commiflion to take 
* ® of all the troops on the confines of 

f ^ Imperial dominions and the Hecan. The 
orce, had it even been well conduced, was no 
more than adequate to the fervice, Amar Sinka, 
w 0 wentunderthetitleof Rana,orTHEPRiKCE, 
y way of eminence, deduced his defeent from 
» c imperial family, who reigned in the great 
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A. D, city of Kinoge over all India for many centuries, 
before that empire was invaded by the followers of 
iiw. Mahommed. He added power to his noble birth. 

He -poffefled the greater papt of the territories 
which compofe the extenfive dorainions of the 
prefent Mabraltors ; and the lawful heir of his 
family bears, to this day, the name of Prince 
among that powerful ari'locracy. 

Feuds in- Many ncdv.es. of the firft rank and renown, 
rial attended Sultan Purvez in this expedition. 

The moft confiderable were Opn Jehan, defeehd- 
ed of the Imperial family of Lodi, who reigned 
before -the houfe of Timur, in HindolLa.n ; Mirza 
Abdul Rahim, who derived his pedigree from 
Timur ; and Chan Chanan, the fon of the fa- 
mous Byram, who liad been regent during the 
minority of the emperor Akbar. Thefe com- 
pofed the prince’s council. But they carried their 
former feuds into their deliberations. They were 
unanimous in nothing. Jealoufy, in its moll for- 
bidding form, appeared in all their debates ; and 
they could not even abftain from indecent reflec- 
tions upon one another. The fpirit of dif- 
cord fpread from the council of war to the 
army. Each of the great Omrahs had his 
partizans and abettors. Fa£lion and tumult 
reigned in every corner of the camp. The 
prince was naturally mild ; he wanted experience.; 
and he was defliitute of that intrepid firnmefs and 
feverity, which is necelTary to awe mankind into 
obedience. He defeended to intreaty where he 
ought to command ; and when he endeavoured 
to reconcile them, their paflion became more in- 
flamed, as every check was removed by his known 
fofmefs of difpofition. 

Their aif- army in the mean time advanced. Within 

trefsartd a few days march of Brampour, the Imperialifls* " 
came in fight of the enemy. Men generally be- 
come united at the approach of danger. It hap- 
pened 
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pcncd olhcrwife here. The fptru of Difeord and a. n. 
Envy had been been let loofc j and the Onirahs 
feared the enemy lets, than the fuccefs that might j-lp* 
attend the advice of any one of ihemfelvcs. Chan 
Jehan was for battle. Chan Clianan differed from 
him in opinion ; as the enemy was too advan- 
tageouflv poUed in the hills. Abdul Rahim, was 
for entering the Rana*s country by another road. 

The prince was ready to ailopt any refoliition^ 
upon v.hicli they all Hiouid agree. This was im- 
poffiblc. The army lay inaflivc, Thcairinthc 
camp became putrid. Fevers raged. The ene- 
my hovered round on the mountains. Provjfions 
and forasc became fcarce: the fields around were 
red with the frcfii grax’cs of the dead. Put though 
the council of war difagreed about an attack, they 
concurred in a retreat. They fled with precipita- 
tion to Ajmere. 'I1ic enemy hung on ilteir rear. 

The Omrahs wrote feparatcly letters to court, 
with accufations againft each other’s conduft. 

Chan Chaiun was recalled to Agra, divefted of 
all his employments ; and he even thought him- 
felf happy in being able to fare his life. The dif- 
gracc of this nobleman redounded not to the ho- 
nour of Ch.an Jthan. That lord, through whofe 
accufations Chan Chananchiefly fell, rendered him- 
fclf odious by ingratitude. Ue had been educated 
in the family of Chan Chanan : he had rifen, 
through his influence, to all his honours and 
offices. Turve? re- 

jehangire, alarmed at the bad fuccefs of his 
arms againft the Rana, difpatclied Mohabet Chan 
to take the command of the army. He could not 
have made a better choice. Mohabet was brave 
in aflion, intrepid in deliberation ; full of dignity 
and fpirit; under the abfolutc dominion of judg- 
ment and good conduft. Purvez was recalled to 
the prefejBce. The unfortunate ilfue of the cam- 
paign was a fevere blow to that prince. It affefted 
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A. D. his reputation ; it loft him his father’s affedlions; 
p‘.3; and even his piofped of fucceeding to the throne. 
.o£ Though the choice which Jehangire had made 
V — -r^ of a general to command his forces againft the 
projfrefs'to Rana feemed to promife fuccefs, the event, did 
Ajmere, jiQf anfwer the emperor’s fanguine expedations. 
The army was in too bad a condition, to be fud- 
dehly reliored to difcipline and order. - Mohabet 
'could not, with any afliirance of victory, (hew 
them to the enemy. Jehangire was naturally im- 
patient. On the fecond of Shaban, of the one 
thoufand and twenty-fecond year of the Higera, 
he moved the Lefcar or Imperial camp, with a 
profefled defign of putting himfelf at. the head of 
the troops employed againft the Rana. The 
magnificence of the emperor’s progrefs to Ajmere, 
deferves a brief defcription. When the monarchs 
of Hindoftan take the field, their camps area 
kind of moving cities. That of Jehangire, in his 
prefent progrefs, was in circumference at leaft 
twenty miles, The Lefcar is divided, like a re- 
gular town, into fquares, alleys, and ftreets. 
The royal pavilion is always ereded in the cen- 
ter : no man raifes his nearer than the diftance of 
a mulket-fliot around. Every man of quality, 
' every artificer, knows his ground, the fpace al- 
lotted for him, on which fide, how far from the 
emperor he mu ft pitch his tent. The pavilions 
of the great officers of the court are, at a diftance, 
known by their fplendor; at hand, by marks 
which diftinguifh the various ranks of the owners. 
The flrops and apartments of tradefmen are alfo 
known by rule ; and no man is for a moment at 
a lofs how to fupply his w'ants. The Lefcar, from 
a rifing ground, furniflies one of the moft agree- 
able profpefts in the world. Starting up, in a 
few hours, in an uninhabited plain, it raifes the 
idea of a city built by enchantment : and fills the 

mind 
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iTiind wuh delightful wonder and furprize. Even A. r>. 
thofe who leave their houfes in cities, to follow 
the prince in his progrefs, arc frequently fo charm* 'cix. 
cd with the Lefcar, when fituatcd in a beautiful 
and convenient place, that they cannot prevail 
with thcmfclves to icmove. 'lb prc^'ent tliis in- 
convenience to the court, the emperor, after fof- 
ficient lime is allowed to the (radefincn to follow, 
orders them to* be burnt out of their, tents. 

Ihough the emperor, at his departure from Pr'r« 
Agra, declared that he was to command'in per- 
fon his army in the Decan, that fcrvice was ac- conmana 
tually deftined for Sultan Churrum, his third 
fon. That prince left Ajmere on the twentieth 
of Zicada. He was more fuccefsful than his bro- 
ther. Having fuperfeded Mohabci, be entered 
the mountains without hcfitaiion. The enemy 
vvas feized with a panic, and fled before him. 

He made himfclfmaltcr of Brampour, the capital 
of the Rana’s dominions, with little oppofition. 

Several fkirtnilhes were fought; but no decifive 
battle. The Rana fued for peace. His fon Kin- 
war Kirren came, with magniheent prefents to 
the prince. Churrum received him with appa- 
rent kindnefs and great dillindion. The Rana 
himfelf, encouraged by Churrum’s reception of 
his fon, came unexpe^ledly into the prefence. 

He threw himfelf at the feet of Churrum, who 
very courteoufly raifed him, took him in his arms, 
and obliged him to fit on his right hand. 

The Rana opened the conference, by excufing 
his own behaviour, the outrages committed by terms, 
bis people ; and he extolled the clemency of the 
prince, who, though fuperior in the field, was 
' willing to grant an equitable peace. Churrum 
knew that the blame of the war did not .reR on 
^he Hindoos. He therefore replied, That excufes 
pn the fide of the Rana were unncceflary ; that 
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it was the duty of every prince to exert the power 
placed in his hands, in defence of his fubjeers and 
dominions; but as war had been kindled, and 
the fortune of the Mahoinmedans had prevailed, 
he thought it his duty to ufe his fuccers with mo- 
deration ; and that he was willing to put an im- 
mediate end to all diiferences, by a folid and 
lading peace. The Rana ccnfeiUed to pay a tri- 
bute to the family of Timur, borne difficulties 
arofe about the fum : the decifion was left to Je- 
hangire. To finiffi the treaty, as well a.c to be 
an hoftage for the Rana’s faith, Kinwar Kirrcn, 
that prince’.-i fon, was difpatched to the Imperial 
prefence. Jehangirc, at the time, kept his court 
, atAjmeie. Ke received Kinwar with great dif- 
tindfion. He prefented him with arms, jewels, 
a rich drefs for himfelf, and one for each of his 
principal attendants. Ke alfo gave to the prince 
an Imperial elephant, fumptuoufly caparifoned, 
and one hundred fine Perfian horfes. He created 
him by patent an Omrah of five thoufand : but 
all thefe were fplendid badges of flavery ; and the 
means of degradation from his former indepen- 
dence and rank. Peace was finally fettled, upon 
the terms propofed by Churrum. 

The fuccefs of the expedition into the Decan, 
raifed to a high pitch the reputation of Churrum. 
His faiher’’s affeflion for him grew with his fame. 
Men began to turn their eyes upon him, as the 
heir-apparent of the throne. Jehangire treated 
him, in his converfation, with the higheft di- 
flinfiion ; and he feemed anxious to exprefs to the 
world his affedtion and regard. A court was ap-, 
pointed for him. Eflates were fettled upon him, 
for the maintenance of a body-guard of a thoufand 
horfe, and fifteen thoufand foot, fubjedl only to 
his commands. Sultan Purvez, in the mean 
time, declined in his father’s efleem in propor- 
tion, 




48 


THE HISTORY OF HINDOSTAN. 


marks of the higheft efteem and afTeftion, which 
’^'5- the artful prince converted to means favourable 
[^24. to his fchemes of ambition, and to gratify his 
paffion for revenge., Chan Azim, already men- 
tioned as the principal abettor of Chufero’s rebel- 
lion, was accufed by Churrum of intended trcafon. 
He had long been excluded from the councils of 
hate ; and though his government of Malava had 
been continued to him, it was more from a fear of 
his'‘influence5 than from a refpefl: to his characlcr 
and perfon. Habituated to the high ofiice of vif er,- 
in the reign of Akbar, he could not brook his 
want of power. He fpoke incautioufly of go- 
vernment ; and it is faid, that he affually medi- 
tated to render himfelf independent of the em- 
pire, in his own province of Malava. He was 
feized before his fchemes were ripe for execution, 
carried, to Gualiar, and imprifoned in that im- 


r-f Sultan 
Fur\e-2. 


pregnable fortrefs. Raja Man Singh, the next 
great adherent of prince Chufero, died in the, 
courfe of the fame year, in his government of 
Bengal. He was chief of the Rajaput princes. 
His honour was great, his reputation high. In 
the wars of Akbar he fignalizcd himfelf upon 
many occafions. He was very inflrumental in 
the conqueh of Bengal •, the government of which, 
as a reward for his fervices, he retained to his 
death. His fon Bao Singh fucceeded him in his 
fubafhip ; being raifed by the emperor to the rank 
of an Omrah of five thoufand horfe, by the- title- 
ol Mirza Rajagi. 

When Sultan Churrum carried all things' before 
him in the Imperial pfefence, his elder brother 
Purvez fefided with all the pomp of royalty at 
Brarnpour, as governor of the domimon and pro- 
vince of Candeifli. Chan Chanan, in fome mea- 
fure reflored to favour, remained with Purvez, 


and managed, under him, the affairs of the pro- 
vince. In the end of the autumn of the 1024. 


of 
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cf the Higcra, Sir Thomas Roc, the Englifh Am* 
baflador to the court of Agra, arrived at I^ratn- 
pour. Politencfs and airabtiity were natural to 
PuTvez. Full of honour and goodmaiurc. Ins ' 
virtues were of the milder call : too indolent for 
the fatigues of bufinefs, diffident of his own abi- 
lities. He poffened the pcrfonal courage of a 
good foldier; but he was delliiuicof thecondu^ 
necefiary to a great general, lie followed impli- 
citly the advice of others, when there was no dif- 
agreement in their opinions; when there was, lie 
was embarrafied, and could not decide. Ilis ge- 
nius fulted times of tranquillity; and had he lived 
to poflefs the throne, he might have rendered his 
people happy, from his invariable clemency and 
love of domeflic quiet. 

When the arrival of Sir Thomas at Brampour tniceir- 
was announced, by the proper officer, to the fep’J'/nof 
prince, he fent him a polite mclTagc to come into Sir'iitn- 
ilis prcfencc. The ambaflador obeyed and Pur- 
vez prepared to receive him in flate. In the 
outward court of the palace, a hundred gentle- 
men on liorfcback formed a lane, tlirough wliicli 
the ambaflador, conduced by the Cuiwal, pafled. 

In the inner court, the prince fat mounted in a 
gallery, under a royal canopy. Tlie nobles, ac- 
cording; to their rank., formed a line on i '*'icr 
fide. The chief fecretary flood on 'the Heps of 
the throne, and conveyed, in the concifcfl terms, 
to the prince, whatever was addrefled to liiui 
■from below. The beliaviour of Purvez was, 
upon the whole, courteous and obliging: he 
pafied from the ufual ceremonies required from 
ambafladoTS, and aflcGed to treat Sir Thomas 
after the manner of his own country, A firman 
was immediately ifTued, for a periniffion to an 
EngHfli faflory to fettle at Brampour. The prince 
invited the ambaflador to a private conference, 
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to draw him around the court of the palace. A.D. 
Sultan Churrum, at the time, was all-powerful 
in the affairs of the Rate. To Him the ambaflador 1024. 
applied, as lord of Surat, to redrefs the grievances 
of the Englifh at that port. The prince was cour- 
teous, and promifed fair ; but he was an enemy 
to all Chrillians, whom he called Idolaters ; and 
moft of all an enemy to the Englifii. The empe- 
ror’s favour for the ambaflador prevailed, in fome 
meafure, over the prince’s prejudices and obfli- 
nacy. In the month of January 1615, a firman 
was obtained for the eflablilhnicnt of a faflory at 
Surat. But it was worded with caution) defec-* 
tive and circumfcribed. 

In the end of the year 1024, two infufreftions.^'f^ufl^- 
happened in the kingdom of Guzerat. 'Ihe firffcuieri?* 
was a rebellion excited by a youth, defcendcd of 
the ancient kings of that country; the fecond 
was an e.xtraordinary incurfion of the Coolies, a 
race of robbers, who, from their defarts, infefled 
the highways and cultivated country. The young 
rebel affumed the title of Bahadar Shaw. Before 
he could execute any thing material he died, and 
Guzerat was relieved from the threatened misfor- 
tune of a civil war. Abdalla Chan was ordered, 
from the Decan, againft the Coolies. He had 
commanded the Imperial army againft the Ra- 
na, in the intermediate fpace of time between 
the recall of Mohabet and the arrival of prince 
Churrum. He was fuccefsful j but his glory was 
obfcured by the fuperior reputation of the prince^ 
who fuccecded him. Jehangire was not infenfi- 
ble of the valour and abilities of Abdalla. To 
leave a fair field to his favourite fon, he removed 
the general to Guzerat. The emperor departed 
from his ufual humanity, in his inflruftions to 
Abdalla. The Coolies were a barbarous and 
cruel race of men i and Jehangire gave dire^ions 

Voi.. III. M to 
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to extirpate the whole tribe, as enemies to the 
reft of mankind. 

Abdalla arrived with great expedition at Ahrae- 
dabad, the ' capital of Guzerat. Some chiefs 
who, from the hopes of booty, and through fear, 
had joined the Coolies, fubmitted to him in his - 
march. With five hundred feleSt men, the ge- 
neral left Ahmedabad ; and he made fo much ex- 
pedition, that he entered the mountainous and 
almoft impervious country of the Coolies, before 
they had any intelligence of his march. The 
two principal chiefs of the banditti were Eder 
and Lael. Abdalla fat down fuddenly before the 
caftle of Eder. That chief, not intimidated, 
marched out and gave him battle. After an ob- 
ftinate conflifl; of fome hours, the Coolies w'ere 
obliged to fly. Eder took the way of the defart ; 
and left his caftle and treaiure to the ^vidlor. 
Lael, in the mean time, was on an excuffion of 
depredation in another corner of Guzerat. He 
had robbed a great camvan of all its merchan- 
dize ;• and it was the news of this misfortune that 
directed Abdalla to the enemy. Lael had under 
him three thoufand horfe and twelve thoufand 
foot : but Abdalla had been reinforced. The 
Cooli did not decline battle. The aftion was 
bloody. Victory declared for Abdalla ; and the 
head of Lael, who was flain in the fight, was 
placed over one of the gates of Ahmedabad. 

The infurreflion at Guzerat was fcarce quelled, 
when the Afgans, the natives of the mountains 
between India and Perfia, revolted ; and iflfuing 
from their hills, laid wafte the neighbouring 
country, in the province of Gabul. Shaw Bee, 
governor of Cabul, marched againft the infur- 
gents. They had' the folly to come to a regular 
battle with that Suba ; and they were defeated. 
Shaw Bee made the beft ufe of his victory. He 

purfued 
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purfucd the fugitives beyond CnTidMinr; nnd re* A D. 
ilored hh pro\incc to iw Tormer tr.\uqui!liiy. 

Durmj; the retuLtice of Suluin Uun'o?: in 
Brampotir, the cnpital of Cn inJeinj, Ch ::i Jclun. 
alrcndy mcniioncJ, as an Omrnli of grcit dif- .n th. 
tinClIon, defcttnlcJ fiom the royal fimily of bodi, i^«**‘’* 
coinnnncied (he bnperin) army, in fubordinaiion 
to tlic prince: and puHied his cepedsMons into 
the unconquered Kinqdor.iS of the Decan. Mn- 
lech-Atnbcr was at the head of the confederacy 
againll the Imperial invafioii. Noiliing of con- 
fequunce was done by Chan Jehan, on nccoiinC 
of difputes between the ofiiccri* of the army. 

The prince Piirvc:'. was on!ercd to ta!:c ti>e cotc- 
ninnd in perfon. Upon lus appearance at the 
head of tlie Imperial troops fcvcml chiefs fub- 
miitcd*, and paid the acenftomed tribute. Ma- 
Icck Amber (iood out alone. 'Ihc Rana broke 
his treaty, and appeared in arms. 'J’he danger 
alarmed Jehangire. lie had a b'^trer opinion of 
the military abilities of .Sultan Chuinun, than of 
thofe of Purvez. The former was ordered to fii- 
perfede the latter, which was at once reckoned 
unjud and iinpoHiic; as Churrunt was as tnvtch 
deteded by ilic foUlicrs, as purvey was bw-loved. 

In the month of June, one thoufand fix hun- s.iitan 
dred and fixteen, according to our computation of 
time, the prince Churrum marched from Ajmere to ciimged 
tlicDccan. His father, before his dCj^arture, con- j^ehalu^ 
ferred upon him thciiileofShaw Jehan, or Kino 
or TKr. Woni.n. This name he retained even 
after his acceflioii to the empire ; and he was 
diflinguifiicd by it, during the remainder of his 
father’s reign; that of Churrum being, from his go- 
ing upon the prelent expedition, laid for ever afide. 

The friends of the family of Timur, reprefented 
to the emperor the danger of fending the younger 
to fuperfede the elder brother 5 confidering the 
hi 2 animofitics 
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A. D. animofities which fubfifted between them. “ N't? 
matter,” faid Jehangire, “ let them fight it out. 

1025, “ The viftor fhall manage the war in the Decan : 

' — the vanquilhed may return to me.” The 
fpeech of a lunatic, more than that of a pru- 
. dent prince. Purvez, however, was of a milder 
difpofition, than to pufh his refentment fo far. 
He quietly refigned the command : and was fuc- 
ceeded by Shaw Jehan, much againlt the inclina- 
tion of the army. 

Forces the Shaw Jehan having carried from Ajmcre a 
thTDL°an great reinforcement, upon his arrival, fet the ar- 
to a peace, niy in motion toward the enemy. The princes 
of the Decan were intimidated ; and they were 
divided among themfelves. They retreated at 
Shaw Jehan’s approach, and fent ambalfadors to 
fue for peace. Shaw Jehan, glad of an opportu- 
nity of eclipfing Sultan Purvez, received their 
fubmiflion upon eafy terms. Maleck Amber, 
again deferted, had the refolution not to accede 
to the pacification. Shaw Jehan, anxious to re- 
turn with his laurels to court, left the war fuf- 


pended by a partial truce, rather than finilhed by 
a folid peace. On the eleventh of Shawal, of 
the one thoufand and twenty-fixth of the Higeia, 
he arrived in the prefence j accompanied by the 
princes who had fubmitted to bis arms. Their 
refpefliive tributes were foon fettled, and they were 
permitted to return. 

Caiifeof The fuccefs of this expedition was by no means 
the effed of Shaw Jehan ’s prudent and refolute 

cefs. conduQ;. The way to a pacification had been 
paved before he left Ajraere. The emperor, juftly 
aftonifhed at the fmall progrefs of his arms in the 
Decan, enquired minutely into the caufe. Chan 
Chanan, who managed every thing under Sultan 
Purvez, was fecretly in the pay of the enemy. 
He clogged every meafure ; and rendered every 

expedition 
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expedition of no effedl. He long endeavoured, a. d. 
by his friends at court, to prevent the removal of 
Purvez. The emperor had taken Iiis refolution. 1025. 
Shaw Jehan was deflined for the command of the 
army ; and Chan Chanan, to deprive hint of the 
honour of a victory over an enemy, who had ap- 
parently refifled all his own and his pupil’s efforts, 
perfuaded the confederates to fiie for peace, in 
the Imperial prefence ; without alleging their fear 
of Shaw Jehan as anyways conducive to their of- 
fers of pacification. The emperor, however, 
would not receive their fubmiflion, but through 
the hands of the prince ; anxious to raife the con- 
fequence of his favourite fon in the eyes of his 
fubjeGs. 

In the month of December of the year one The em- 
thoufand fix hundred and fixteen, according to the 
Chriftian ara, the emperor, with all the accuf- from 
tomed magnificence of his march, left Ajmere. 

His profefled defign was to approach nearer to 
his army on the frontiers, to give them fpirit with 
his prefence. After a tedious journey, he arrived 
at Mando, in the province of Malava ; and took 
up his refidence in that city. He did one very 
popular aGion on his march. Pafling by the place 
where his fon Cliufero was confined, he ordered 
his coach * to flop at the gate. The prince, by 
his commands, was brought before him. His 
chains were flruck off j and he was placed upon 
one of the Imperial elephants.^ The people were 
overjoyed at the releafe of Chufero. His affability, 
and the beauty of his perfon, recommended him 
to the vulgar y and they loved him on account of 
his misfortunes. Many caufes concurred to make 
the emperor adopt this meafure. He was in- 
formed, that fome friends of Shaw Jehan were 

* The fame that was fent him as a prefcni by Qur James 1 . 
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plotting againd the life of Chufero. 1 he ■ minif- 
ter, Aliiph jah, the favourite Sultana’s bi other, 
had alfo behaved rutiely to the unfortunate prince, 
and beti aycd ^ 1) nipU lus 01 rlillike and revenge. 
Shaw Jchan was probably at the bottom of all. 
Ills friends, wdthout his peimilTion, would fcarce 
have attempted the life of his brother ; and he 
had been lately inariicd to the daughter of Afapli 
Jah. The emperor was enraged at their wicked- 
nefs and prefumption ; and, by an act of power, 
fruftrated, for the time, their defigns. 

The power of Noor-Mahll over the emperor’s 
affedlions, had not in the leaff abated. She, for the 
mod part, ruled over him withabfolute fway: fome- 
times his fpirit broke forth beyond her controul. 
Her brother’s alliance with Shaw Jehan, kept her 
in the inteved of that prince : and her averfioii to 
Chuferoand Put vez was equal toiler regard for him. 
An edifl was iffued to change her name from Noor- 
Mahil into that of Noor-Jehan, or the Light of 
THE VfoRLD. To didiiiguiOi her from the other 
wives of the emperor, die was always addreffed by 
the title of Shahe, or Eniprefs: lier name 
was joined wdth that of the erapercr, on the cur- 
rent coin. She was the fpring which moved the 
great machine of the date. Her family took 
rank immediately after the princes of the blood. 
They were admitted, at all hours, into the prefence; 
nor were they excluded from the mod fecret 
apartments of the feraglio. By her influence, 
Chan Aziiii, the late vider, was releafed from 
his confinement in Gualiar, and admitted into 
court. 


fiJnraT” Jehangire’s arrival at Mando, that 

coTtdtt- the afl^airs of the Uecaii were fettled. The Eng- 
fidf ' e ambaflador remained dill at court. I'he af- 

I.iando.^*^ fability and good-nature of Jehangire did not, 
for fome time, overbalance Shaw jehan’s aver- 

fion 
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fion to the Englifh nation. An incident at Surat a r 
was magnified into an infult upon the Imperial 
power, by the prince and his party. The am- 1027! 
baflador, however, removed the emperor^s jea- 
loufy : and he had the addrefs to gain, at lafl, the 
favour of the prince, the minifter, and the em- 
prefs ; and obtained the privileges of trade, which 
w’cre the objeft of his embafly. An arnbaflador 
from Perfia was not fo fuccefsful : he was re- 
ceived with little ceremony, and difmificd with a 
coolnefs little Ihort of contempt. He came to 
negociaic a loan at the court of Agra ; and Je- 
hangire was in no humour to give any of his mo- 
ney away. The emperor even defeended into 
meannefs, on the occafion. The Perfian had been 
ferved in all neceflaries from court. A bill was 
-ordered to be fenr him, when he announced his 
defign of departing. He was obliged to pay the 
lafl: farthing; but the prefents which he had brought 
for the emperor were valued, and deduced from 
the fum demanded. 

The emperor, having fettled the affairs of the Emperor's 
Decan, and fpent at Mando feventeen "months, 
in hunting and other rural araufemcnis, marched, and remr« 
with his Lefcar, or great camp, into the kingdom Agra, 
of Guzerat. In the latter end of the Autumn of 
the one thoufand and twenty-feventh of the Hige- 
ra, he arrived at Ahmedabad, 'the capital of Gu- 
zerat. >He took, from that city, the route of 
Cambait ; where he had ordered fliips tind magni- 
ficent barges to be ready for him, to take his amufe- 
ment on the ocean, with all his court. He was 
foon'tired of the agitation of the veffcls on the 
waves ; and returned to Ahmedabad, on the fe- 
condof Ramzan, of the year one thoufand and 
twenty-feven. He did not long remain at Ahme- 
dabad. He took the route tof Agra, and arrived 
-in that capital after an abfence of near five years. 

Soon 
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A. n. Soon after the court returned to Agra, the 
Hi'sJ' good old vifier, Aftemad-ul-DowIa, the emperor’s 
1027. father-in-law, gave up a life, which, on account 
of his many virtues, had become dear to the peo- 
charaftc-r pie. Bred up in the fchool of Adverfity, A£te- 
mfid-ui-Dowla had learned to fubdue his paflions, 
to liften to the diflates of Rcafon, to feel 
fo the misfortunes of mankind.* Having raifed 
himfelf from fervitude to authority, from indi- 
gence to honour and wealth, he knew the duties 
of every Ration. He was not lefs converfant with 
the world in praiftice, than he was from his ex- 
tenfiye reading and the well-weighed reflections 
of his, own mind. An ceconomifl; in every thing, 
but in charity, he was only covetous of wealth to 
lelieve the needy and the poor. He chofe rather 
to maintain the dignity of his rank by the num- 
ber of his friends, than by that of domeflics, fol- 
lowers, and flaves. The people loved him as a 
father, but feared him as a father too ; for he 
tempered feverity with moderation, and lenity 
wit^h the rigour of the laws. The empire flou- 
rimed under his wife adminiflration. No evil but 
uxury prevailed. That weed takes root in prof- 
peiity , and, perhaps, can never be eradicated 

' emprefs -was inconfola- 

e or the death of her father.^ She propofed, at 
once, as a proof of her affeClionand magnificence, 

0 perpetuate his memory in a monument of folid 

1 he imperial architect foon .convinced 

precious would not be -the 
molt lalting means of tranfmitting the vifier’s 
fame to poflerity. « All ages,» faid he, « are 
u p av^ice ; and even the empire of the 
Timur, like all fublunary things, is 

mbjeCt to revolution and change.” She dropt 

er purpoie , ^ and a magnificent fabric of ftone 
Po\vIa Aaemad-ul- 
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TiifpifAkn cf th: cturt—VxpcJithnis Sr.i’dlk-^T/jt 
enipcrcr in Cnjl'>*i!rc — Diftiirhanres it: ti c Dccan 
'—Princf Cbufcrs r:::r.i'rcd — RchUiit: cf 
jc^'iSn — lie u repulfcd at A^ra-— Defeated at 
Delhi — Purfued by hit hrether Pun ez-^De/cal- 
cd at the bfirb'.JJa — lie rrdueet Onxn^ Bettzni 
and Uehar^lle r: irchesijvetrd th: capHid^To* 
tolly defeated by Punez-^Uefe^ei ltrav)p:ur— 
In^reat dtjlrcft-^lht fubr.iJfien—CandA'ar hjl to 
the empire* 


Til C death of tlic old \ificrproi!'!Ccd no altcrati- a. n. 
onintheaflairsof tliccounof Agra.' Habituated, 
under his father, to public bufmens, Afiph Jah was xsfd. 
aflive in his high department ; and jehangire him- v-— ' 
fclf had acquired n confidcrablc degree of cvpc- ,j,g 
ricnccand knowledge, in the pall) ears of his reign. '«««• 
The favourite Sultana was not in tlie mean time 
idle. She even attended to tranfaflions inwhich 
her own palTions were not iinnicdiaicly concerned ; 
and often gave feafonablc advice to her confort. 

She had fuch an afcendancy oxer the emperor’s 
mind, that hefeldom durll attempt any material 
mcafure without her concurrence. She difpofed 
of the highell oHiccs at pleafurc ; and the grear- 
efl honours were conferred at her nod. Afiph 
avas attentive to his filler’s luiinours. lie knew 
the pride and haughtinefs of lierdirpofitlon ; and 

he 
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O. ne forgot the equality which ^nature gives to a 
15.8.' brother, in a profound refped for theemprefs. 

Toward the clofe of the year, the Raja Bicker- 
majit was fent, with a confiderable force, to the 
ir-uedi- mountains of Sewalic, to the north-eafl of the 
jhTmouii- Ganges, In the numerous vajhes which interfedt 
nf that immenfe ridge of hills, many tribes lived, 
^ ' under their native princes, who had never been 

fubdued by the arms of the follov/ers of Mahoni- 
med. Safe in their inacceflible retreats, they of- 
ten iffued out, in a depredatory manner, from 
their failncffes, and haraffed, with incurfions, 
the northern provinces. Bickernrajrt, after hav- 
ing encountered with great difficulties, penetrated 
into the heart of their country, and fat down be- 
fore the fort of Eangurra, which was fituated 
upon a rocky mountain, and thought impregna- 
ble. It fell foon into his hands j but the reduc- 
tion of all the tribes was not finiflred till the clofe 
of the fucceeding year. Twenty-two petty princes 
agreed to pay a certain tribute ; and they fent 
hoflages to Agra, as fecurities for their future 
obedience. 

tuning- T’he eleventh of Zlcada was rendered remark- 
^..be born. bii'th of a fon to the prince Shaw Je- 

han, by Sultana Eudfia, the daughter of Afiph 
Jah. Jehangire, who, from his aiTecfion to his 
fon, was highly pleafed with this increafe in his 
family, called the infant Aurungzebe, or the 
Ornament of the Throne. — To avoid the ap- 
proaching heat of the feafcn, the emperor refolved 
to remove his court to the delightful country of 
Cafiiraire. Shaw Jehan accompanied his father 
in his progrefs. 1 hey entered the mountains of 
Sewalic, in their v.ay, and vifited the fort of 
Bangui ra, which had fome time before furren- 
dered to Bickermajit. Jehangire, in a pietended 
zeal for religion,, ordered all ,the images of the 
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A D. wandered, after a variety of rural pleafures, ovei' 

• the face of that charming and flourifhing country. 

1029. He did not return to Lahore, till the month of 
Mohirrim of the year that fucceeded his arrival at 
Caihmire, 

D'lfturb- TThe emperor had fcarce arrived at Lahore, 
ibe Decan, when he received advices, that the princes of the 
Decan, who had engaged to pay a certain tribute, 
had driven away, by force, the deputies who had 
been fent to receive it. The refraftory tributa- 
ries backed this violent meafure with an army of 
fixty thoufand horfe. , They encamped at Balla- 
pour. The chiefs of the confederates were Nizam- 
uhMuluc, Adil Chan, and Cuttub. They were 
defcended' of the Mahommedan princes, who, at 
the fall of the Patan empire, had affumed the 
Rate and independence of princes in the Decan. 
Fhawje- Jehangire, upon receiving this intelligence, 
^ueii^ihV° immediately difpatched Shaw Jehah to Agra, 
infurgentf. He gave him a coramiffion to command the Im- 
perial army Rationed in and near that city. The 
prince did not continue long at., Agra. He 
marched, on the twentieth of Siffer, toward 
Brampour. His force confided of forty thoufand 
horfe. Abdul HulTein, an experienced officer, 
was his fecond in command. Letters came to 
the prince, on his march, from, the Imperial go- 
vernor of Mando, that a confiderable detachment 
of the enemy had croffed the Nirbidda, and were 
laying wafte the country. Abdul Huffein was 
immediately detached againfl; them, with five 
thoufand horfe. That general came up whh the 
plunderers, defeated them, flew many on the 
fpot,.and purfued the fugitives to the hills. The 
prince himfelf continued his route to Brampour. 
Tiiftvtitis Chan Chanan, who commanded at Brampour, 
rtnuitQ. manner befieged in that city by the 

enemy. They had traverfed the provinces of 

Berar 


/ 
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A. D. artful prince, in the critical moment, renewed 
nfr.’ requeft, with regard to Chufcro, and he was 
50SO. delivered into his hands. 

— 'r~^^ Though Noor-Mahil had been former])’’ in the 
The Sul- intereft of Shaw Jehan, flie had lately many rea- 
p’Jcis his' fons to alter her opinion concerning that prince, 
defigns. Her penetrating eye liad pierced the veil which 
he had drawn over his defigns. She faw the great 
lines of ambition, and an unrelenting perfeverance 
in purfuit of power, in all his conduft. She com-' 
municated her fufpicions to Jehangire : fire told 
him, that Shaw Jehan muft be curbed ; that he 
manifeftly afpired to the throne ; that all his ac- 
tions tended to gain popularity ; that his apparent 
virtues were hypocrify, and not the offspring of 
'a generous and honefl: mind; and that he waited 
but for a convenient opportunity to throw off the 
mafk of deceitful duty and feigned allegiance. 
The emperor was convinced; but it was too 
late. Chufero was already in the hands of Shaw 
Jehan ; and the latter was at the head of an army. 
Silence now was prudence *, and a melancholy 
anxiety fucceeded to condefeending weaknefs. 

' Chufero, though popular on account of the 
fero.’"' beauty of his perfon, and his misfortunes, was a 
prince of a haughty difpofition. He was govern- 
ed by furious paffions. His mind v/as in a per- 
petual agitation, without pointing to any end. 
He \yas now volatile and cheerful ; now dark 
and fullen. He often laughed at misfortunes ; 
he was often enraged at trifles ; and his whole 
conduft betrayed every mark of an infanity of 
mind. His judgment was little : his memory 
weak. He always preferred the iaft advice, hav- 
ing no power of mind to diftinguifh propriety, 
iro retention to make jufl comparifons. His de- 
figns were therefore often ill-founded ; his a6lions 
irrefolute and undccifive, and they always termi- 
nated 
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ntitcd in difgr\cc and ruin. Vet he Ind fome. A n 
thing "bcut him ti ?t comimndeJ refj jcl in the 
niidft of I’ib infirmities, Nobodj couM Ijok nt ic"o 
his condudt without difguft; none obfened his 
manner or fnw his perfon without regard and n 
kind of eficem. Had he not been ioureJ b) 
misfortunes. Iicvas nutonUy of n generous and 
lender difpofition ; but aJt..rlit5 flppping up the 
current of Iiis mmd, threw it out of its chinnel, 
and he, at hft, became indifferent concerning 
his own fate. 

SInw Jeh'm, for fome time, afTcftcd to treat n- ^arraf- 
llic unfortunate Chufero with ittcntion and rt- 
fpcfl. But this was a dcliifi\e gleam before a 
ftorm. Ills dcligns were not }ci ripe for execu- 
tion. To remote Clmfero would be to no pur- 
pofe, fill other obdrcles to his own ambition 
were remo>cd. Fortune favoured, his defigns. 

His fucce^s in the Deemraifed his reputation; 
the plunder of thccncni) funnlhcd the means of 
gaining for lum the arm\. ihe\ cxprcfTed their 
in\iohble attachment to I Is ptifon and \iews, 
lie threw' oft the luafk at once. lie difrcgarded 
the niandatts of the court of Agra ; and to com- 
plete his crime'?, he ordered the wnfortunate Chu- 
icro to be affifi inted bj rufiians, undtr the a alls 
of Ancrc. Ileaflumtd, foon after, the Imperial 
titles; la)ing the foundation of his throne in a 
brother’s blood. 
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throne. He expatiated upon the uncertain fate’ 
of Shaw Jehan ; and upon the doubtfulnefs of 
their own fortune, as conneded with that prince,- 
One Raja Bandor, a notorious villain, underftood 
the meaning of Shaw Jehan’s friend. In hopes 
of a reward, he went at midnight to the tent of 
Chufero, and pretending a melfage from the em- 
peror, he was admitted by the attendants of the 
prince, without fufpicion. He found him fail 
afieep, and flabbed him to the heart. The fa- 
vourite wife of Chufero, the daughter of the vifier 
Chan Azem, came to her hufband’s tent in the 
morning. She found him cold in his blood ; fhe 
filled the camp and the neighbouring city of Azere 
with her cries. She ran about diftraded, and 
called down the vengeance of God upon the mur- 
derers. Shav/ Jehan, who had removed to the' 
country for the benefit of the air, returned upon 
the news of Chufero’s death, and fhewed fuch 
apparent fympton|s of grief, that he was believed^ 
for fome time, innocent of the murder. 

The news of the death of Chufero came foon 
to the emperor’s ears. Retaining flill fome af- 
fedion for his unfortunate fon, he was fhocked 
at the murder, and gave himfelf up to grief. He 
fufpeded Shaw Jehan, but common fame had not 
yet fixed the crime on that, prince. Jehangire 
wrote a public letter to him and his principal of* 
ficers, fignifying that he was determined to make 
a ftrid and fevere enquiry concerning the affaf- 
fmation ; and that he would punifh the murder-* 
ers with the utmofl rigour. He ordered the body 
to be dug up from the grave and examined. He 
openly accufed Shaw Jehan ; whoj finding him- 
lelf difeovered, lefolvedto continue in his rebel- 
lion. 

^ Hie author of the life of Shaw Jehan, aferibes 
his rebellion to the violence and ambition of the 

favourite 
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favourite Sultana. That woman, fays the writer, A. D. 
finding that the health of the emperor declined, . f|,y* 
was apprehenfive that the crown would devolve J030. 
onShawJehan; who had, for fome time, been 
the determined enemy of her infiuence and power. 

She, therefore, refolved to ruin the affairs of 
that prince ; and to fix the fucceflion in the per- 
fon of Shariar, the fourth fon of Jehangire, who 
was married to her own daughter, by her former 
hulband Shere Afkun. Her abfolute dominion 
over the emperor obtained credit to her afper- 
fions. She aftually procured a promife for an 
alteration of the fucceflion : and it was the cer- 
tain intelligence of this circumftance, continues 
his apologift, that drove Shaw Jehan to extremes. 

Though Shaw Jehan’s defigns upon the throrte fje af. 
were no fecret, he did not afiume the Imperial 
titles till the twenty-feventh of the fecond Jem- tiSel!"* 
mad of the one thoufand and thirty-firfl of the 
liigera. He immediately, with a numerous 
army, took the route of Delhi, where, at that 
time, his father refided. The news of his march 
flew before him, and reached the ears of Jehan- 
gire. That monarch became anxious, irrefolute, 
and perplexed ; and to complete the confufion 
in his councils, advices were, at the fame time, 
received, that Shaw Abas, king of Perfia, at the 
head of a great force, had furprifed Candahar. 

The emperor was thunderftruck at this double 
intelligence of approaching misfortune. The re- 
bellious prince had the flower of the Imperial 
army under his command. Jehangire, as the laft 
refort, had recourfe to policy. Infiead of arm- 
ing for his own defence, he diflembled his know- 
ledge of his Ton’s intentions. He wrote him af- 
fectionate letters from day to day. He praifed 
his former aClions. He commended his prefent 
alacrity, in coming fo expeditioufly againfl the 
VoL. III. . N Perfian. 
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A D. Perfian. Shaw Jehan was not to be flattered out of" 
his defigns. He faw thro’ his father’s policy, and 
10?!. he gradually advanced ; but being overtaken by 
^ the rains, he was obliged to halt fome months a£‘ 
Mando, the capital of the province of Malava. 

Shaw Jehan in his march made the firfl; hofliil.e 
Isrepuifed upon the caftle of Agra. In that fortrefs 

was lodged a great part of the Imperial treafure. 
Upon the news of the prince’s departure from 
- Mando, the emperor fent Afiph Jah, the vifier, to 
tranfport the treafure from Agra to Lahore. Eta- 
bar Chan, who commanded the fortrefs, was un-^ 
willing to rifk the treafure on the road, as the 
news of Shaw Jehan’s near approach was arrived,, 
The importunities of Afiph prevaile'd. Etabar 
with a party efcorted the treafure : fome of 
' the enemy appeared in view. Etabar immediate^ 
ly retired, with his convoy, to the caftle of Agra ; 
and Afiph made the beft of his way to Delhi,^ 
Shaw Jehan, immediately upon his 'arrival, order- 
ed the caftle to be aflaulted j but Bickermajit, 
who commanded the attack, was fo warmly re- ' 
ceived, that he was glad to retire, with the loft 
of five hundred men. The prince, enraged at 
this difappointment,’ delivered up to plunder fome 
of the nobility’s houfes at Agra j and then took' 
the roue of Delhi. 


Hts de- The prince having advanced, formed his camp 

h!s "father Ecridabad. The city of Delhi was alarmed : 

the emperor perplexed. A letter, in the mean 
time, was brought to him from his rebellious fon. 
Shaw Jehan demanded. That the command of all 
the Imperial troops fhould be given to him with- 
out referve : that orders fliould be fent to the go- 
rernors of the provinces to receive all their future 
inftrutSlions from his hands J that permiffion fliould 
be given him to receive, into his pofleflion, all 
the warlike ftores ; that he fliould have accefs to 
the royal magazines and treafures to fupply him 

with 
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v.ith every necefiary, for carrying on the war A.D. 
againfl: Perfia : and that the impregnable caftle 
of Rendnipour fhotild be placed in his Hands, as 1032. 
a place of fecurity for Ills family, againft the ma- 
chinations of the Sultana, during his abfence in 
the north. 

Jehangjre \Vas enraged beyond mcafure at pro- refufed. 
pofals which, if granted, would aftually dethrone 
him. His refentment and pride got the better of 
his temporizing timidity. He iflued out an edidt 
declaring his fon a rebel, fhould he not dilband 
his army, and return to his duty, by a certain 
day. Another edi£l confifcated all his cflates, by 
Recalling the grants which had been given him, for 
a magnificent fubfiflence. Ihc efiates were con- 
ferred upon Sulran Shariar; who was, at the 
fame time, invefted with a commifiion to carry on, 
with the utnloll vigour, the PerfiSn war. Rufium 
SufFavi, an experienced and able officer, was 
placed next in command to the prince in the ex^ 
pedition. Rufium was himfcif a PerCan, a near 
relation to Shaw Abas, and deduced his paternal 
defcent from the Imperial family of Suffvi. 

The Imperial ediGs made no impreffion on prepiraii- 
•Sbaw Jehan. 1 he emperor flew from the pen to 
the fword. The troops ftationed near the capital 
flockjed ta hk fta.ud3.cd t others joined hlcu from 
Ihe provinces. Afiph |ah and the SuUana had 
forefeen the ftorm, and the adherents of the em- . 
peror were on their march to Delhi, when the 
rebel prince'was on his route from the Decan. 
Jehangire, in a few days, faw forty thoufand 
horfe under his command. Scarce fen thoufand 
of thefe were of the /landing force of the empire, 
fo that Shaw Jehan had ftil! a manifeft fuperiority. 

The river Jumna, being m the dry feafon off-jeendea- 
the year fordable, the emperor ctoffed it 5 and to 
both armies arrived at Belochpoor, and remained condufh'^ 
fome days in hourly expeftalions of a battle. The 
N 2 prince. 
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A. D. prince,- in the mean time, endearoured to cxcufc 
his own condu£t, by aflirming, that he was 
I03I'. driven to extremes, by the intrigues of the Sul- 
tanaagainR his power. She carried, he faid, all 
before her with the emperor ; and to throw dif- 
grace upon hini, perfuaded Jehangire,to order 
him to the Perfian war, without the neceffary 
fupplies of money and warlike (lores. He, there- 
fore, alleged, that his demands had been rnade 
in fo peremptory a manner, merely becaufe he 
did not confider his father as a free agent, fwayed 
and commanded as he was by the pernicious coun- 
fels of a vindi£live and ambitious woman. Thefe 
.allegations leffened his crime in the eyes of the fu- 
perficial ; and tended to (Irengthen in his army, 
the attachment to his interefl, which he had pur- 
chafed with donations. 

DiOrefs of' . The euiperor was impatient to come to aftion 
the empe- Afiph Jah, the vifier, oppofed this 

asJneafure, by affirming that it was imprudent to 
rifque all, with a fmall force, while reinforce- 
ments were daily expefted. The emperor fufpefl- 
ed his fidelity ; and he had fome reafon. Afiph 

- was faid to have provided againfl all events, by 

' keeping up a correfpondence with Shaw Jehan. 

; His enemies affirmed,- that it was his advice which 
haftened the prince from the Decan ; though this 
agrees but little with the preparations which 
- Afiph had made againfl Shaw Jehan from fore- 
seeing his rebellion. Jehangire, however, be- 
lieved his minifter guilty." He gave himfelf up 
fo rage and defpair. 

Hisdreain. In the heat of his imagination upon the occa- 
■ fion, he fell afleep in his tent. He dreamed that 
he faw a pole fixed in the ground, before the Im- 
. . perial palace. On the top of the pole, which ^ 

almofl reached the fkies, a meteor feemed to 
play, and to lighten the whole world with its 

fplendor. 
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fplendor. An elephant came from the weft and ^ A. d. 
overturned the pole. The meteor fell and ex- ' 
pired on the ground, leaving the whole earth in 1032. 
profound darknefs. Jehangire ftarted from 
bed. I Naturally fuperftitious, he forefaw fome 
coming evil in his dream. He related it, in the 
morning, to his Omrahsl None ventured to in- 
terpret it ; and when they flood in filence in the 
prefence, a courier arrived, with advice that Mo- > 
habet Chan, with all the forces of Punjlb, was at 
the diftance of a few miles from • the '‘Imperial - 
camp.'.o This hidden "and unexpefted reinforce- 
ment ’ diffufed an univeifal joy. 'ihe emperor 
cried out, That his dream was interpreted. Mo- • 
habet joined the army in the evening and pri- 
vate orders were immedia'tely iffued to the olTicers 
to.prepate for afkion by the dawn of day, 

.The Imperial army was in motion while yet it Hepre- 
was dark; and Shawjehan, apprized of their 
march, did not decline to engage. He advanced 
apace, I The two armies came in fight of each ' 
other bppofite to Tugliclc-abad. Ihe Imperialifts > 
were commanded in chief by Afiph Jah, the 
vifier, who was ported in the center.. Mohabet 
Chan'had charge of the right wing; Nawafis » 

Chan,‘ of the left. .Abdalla commanded the ad- 
vanced guards, confifting of three ihoufand horfe. 

The Emperor himfelf ftood behind the center ; 
and to encourage the generals, fent to each fome 
p^efents, , as a mark . .of his . confidence and 
favour, _ 

Some of the rebel lords, who thought they The aeiion 
were giving good advice to Shaw Jeh<ln, pre-^®®'"*’ 
vailed upon him not to expofe his perfon in the 
field. ’ He retired to a fmall diftance ; and Raja 
Bickcrmajit. marlhalled his troops in order of 
battle. The Raja placed himfelf in the center : 

Raja Blme commanded the right, Darab Chan 
t the 



72 THE HISTORY OF HINDOSTAH. 

A..D. • the left wing. The aaion was begun by -the acl- 
vanced guards on both Tides. . Tliofe of Shaw Jc- 
lo-X ban were defearcd, at the hin; onfet, by a ftrange 
accident. Abdalla, w'bo commanded the ad- 
vanced guard of the Impcrialihs, fpurring on his 
horfe among the enemy, with a few ofGcers in 
the fecr.et, joined the rebels. His troops, inif- 
taking their commander’s perfidy for. valour, 
rufhed forward to fupport him j and having en- 
gaged the enemy hand to hand, drove them back 
upon their own line. 

Shawje- Afiph Jah took immediate advantage of the 

f|ated" confufion occafioned by the flight of Shaw Je- 
han’s advanced guard. He preffed forward with - 
the center of the Imperialifisj and came to action . 
with Raja Bickermajit. The {hock was violent, ■ 
and the battle continued obfiinate for fome time. 
Both the commanders exerted themfelves to the 
utmoft. At length the fortune of Afiph prevailed. ' 
Raja Bickermajit fell, pierced through the head 
with an arrow. The center of the rebels imme- 
diately fled ; and, at that inftant, Mohabet drove - 
the left wing from the field. Raja Bime, in the ' 
mean time, preffed hard upon Nawafis Chan, • 
who commanded the right wing of the lmpe- 
rialifts. The duft.was fo great, that the contend- 
ing armies were involved in darknefs. They felt 
for each other wuth their fwords. Narvafis was 
driven from the field. Many of his officers were 
killed, and fome taken .prifoners. Raja. Bime, 
imagining he was returning after a complete vic- 
' tory, fell in' with the troop's of Afiph Jah. They 
mixed undiftinguiflred with each other. Slaugh- 
ter and confufion reigned. Wounds were in- 
flicted at random. Chance governed all. Every 
individual confidered himfelfrus in the midft of 
ten thoufand foes. The armies retreated to their 
c?,mps. The field was left to the dead. 


Both 
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Both parties, at firft, claimed the honour of A. D. 
theviftory, but the confequcnces declared it to 
belong to Jehangire. Though both the emperor loj**. 
and Shaw Jehan had been kept out of the line at 
the beginning of the aftion, by the affiduity of aJIkm * 
their friends, when the battle became hot, they 
mixed with their rcfpcflive armies. Bickermajtt, 
obferving the emperor, preffed forward to feiac 
him; but in the attempt was flain. The fpirit 
of the rebels fell with their leader. Shaw Jehan 
prefented himfelf to the runaways in vain. Nei- 
ther threats nor promifes would do. A panic 
bad feized them ; and tliough the prince cried 
aloud, That he himfelf, as good and as brave an 
officer as Birkcnnajic, was altvc, they Hftened 
not as they pafle^, an^ foon fled beyond the power 
of hearing. 

Shaw Jelun became almofl diftrafled with his during ih« 
misfortunes. He refolvcd ferioufly to prevent ^■‘“*** 
future mifery and diftrefs, by andmmediate death, 

HJs adherents, however, prex'ailed upon him to re- 
treat. He fled to the mountains of Mewat; his 
army falling off as he fled. Jehangire was the more 
aftoniflied at his good fortune, the more it was 
unexpeSed. When the news of Abda!la*s trcai. 
chery was brought him, he had given all over 
for loft. He diftrufted Afiph Jafa ; and he fent a 
m^ffenger to re9al him from the front, when that 
miniftcr was upon the pointy of engaging the 
enemy. Fortunately for the emperor, the mefj 
fenger did not come up to the vifier till the affair 
was decided. The latter obeyed Jehangire, and 
brought him the news of riclory. 

• The .battle iwas fcarce decided, when Sultan SuVan 
Purvez, in confequence of his father’s orders, J*,"^*^* 
arrived from Allahabad, in the , Imperial camp, ca'np” 
Jehangire receivedjjhim with' an 'excefs of joy. 

The viftory over his rebellious fon had elevated 

; , 5 hlS 
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D. his fpirits, and diflipated all his fears. He fent 
1623. his feraglio before him to Agra; and raifed Pur- 
^03^;. vez, under the tuition of Mohabet, to the com- 
rnand of the army. ' Shav/ Jehan, in the mean 
time, with a few adherents, "purfu'ed his way to 
the Decan; and Purvez' was ordered to follow 
him- with a confiderable ' force. The fugitive 
prince ftopt v/ith his adherents, to reffefli them-; 
felVes at the river Geniva. Purvez, m the mean 
time,- came up ; a cannonade enfped, and the 
Imperialifts’ having forced their paflage, Shaw 
Jehan retreated with precipitation. ‘ _ 

Affairs in ' We inufi.', for 3. moment; Ipfe fight of the 
the Decan. in the misfortunes of his adherents! 

The emperor in his ext'renie alfedtion for ’ Shaw 
Jehan, had, while yet he remained in his dutyj 
fpbmitted.tq his. government an extenfive divi^ 
, ; fibn of the empire, cohfifting of feveral provinces. 
In that number was the rich kingdom of Guze! 
rat. Bickermajit, who was • flain • in the adtipii 
rie.ar Delhi, had been governor of that province ; 
and when he joined the prince in his expeditiori 
againfl his father,- SufFvi Chan was' left' in the 
fuperintendency . of Guzerat. ' Abdalla, whofe 
perfidy, in deferting his fovereign in 'the late 
battle, we have already mentioned, 'was re ward e’d-; 
by, the .prince/ for his treachery, ' with the. go- 
vernment vacant by the death of Bickefniajiti 
Dnwilling to leavedhe prince in-his'diftrefs, Ab! 
(dalla difpatches his friend Offader’Chan to com- 
mand, in the' mean time, in that province. ■ Of- 
fader arriving.wi'th’ia final ['force,' at Ahmedabad, 
the capital, difplaced Suffvi Chan,' the Imperial 
governor, Suffvi'' ;fled to Plankfi! ' He ' wrote 
from thence to Nafif, the governor- of Patan. 
Hnderftanding that Suffvi was- no flf anger to the 
.parch of Sultan Davvif Buxfli- the fori of Chufe- 
ro, under the tuitib'ri of his materriarg’faridfather 

Chari 
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Chan Azem, to command for the emperor m a d. 
Guzeiat, Nafir blamed him for his flight. He 
met Suffvi, with a force at Cnpcrbeiiiz. Tlicy loji. 
refolved to march to Alimcdabad : and felting for- 
^^aTdinthe evening, they anived ncKt morning 
under the walls of the city. Dividing their forces 
into three bodies ; each body attacked a gate. 

The elephants broke them open: the Imperialifls 
entered, andOffaderwasfeized. 

Shaw Jehdii, after the rencounter at the River I'll'* V- 
Geniva, fled to Mando, the capital of Malava. 

News nas brought to him in that city, that Guze-«=i Gu- 
rat was loft. He was much aft’efled ; but Ab- 
dalla made light of the matter. That Omrah 
marched toward Alimcdabad with feven ihoufmd 
horfe. When he arrived at WafTet, he found 
Suftvi, now the Imperial Suba, ready uncKpcfledly 
to receive him. This loid, finding that prince 
Dawir Cuxfli and Chan Azem had lagged on their 
march, pro\ ided himfetr w ith an army. He polled 
his forces about twelve miles from Alimcdabad, 

Abdalla endeavoured to turn his rear. He was pre- 
vented by the vigilance of Suffvi ; and he, there- 
fore, refolved to come to battle. Dividing his 
army into three columns, he advanced, in that 
order, upon the enemy. Nafir Chan fupported 
Suffvi, with his courage and condufl. The bat- 
tle was obftinate. Many officers of rank fell on 
the fide of Abdalla. He was routed with great 
flaughter. He fled to Surat. The country peo- 
ple cut off the greateft part of the fliaitered re- 
tnains of his followers in their retreat. He foon 
after, with a few troops, betook himfelf to Bram- 
pour. *' ’ 

The prince Purvez and Mohflbet, after the af-Purvez de- 
fair at the river Geniva, returned to the Emperor, 
who uas encamped under the walls of Pattepour. the Nir- 
The’difturbanccs in Guzerat convinced” 

gire, 
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gire, that the flames of civil war could be only 
extinguifhed by the total ruin of Shaw Jehan. 
He, therefore, ordered Purvez and Mohabet at, 
the head of the Rajaputs, in the Imperial pay, 
to purfue the rebel and to take him alive. Shaw 
Jehan left Mando, with a refolution to try his 
fortune in a battle. lie pafled the river Nirbid- 
da and threw up works to defend the ford. He 
was, by this lime, reduced to great diftrefs. His 
adherents gradually deferted him. lie became 
tired of hohilities which promifed no fuccefs. 
He fent to his brother Purvez, for very moderate 
terms, Purvez, by the advice of Mohabet, 
amufed him with hopes, without coming to any de- 
termined point. The ufual precautions were ne- 
gleded on the fide of Shaw Jehan ; and Mohabet, 
who watched an opportunity, crofled the. river 
and furprized him in his camp. He was defeated 
with great flaughter. 

Shaw Jehan fled from the field, through Gol- 
conda ; and then took the route of Orixa, to 
Bengal. The governor of Orixa, ’Ahmed Beg, 
fled on the prince’s approach. That province 
was given to Kulli Chan, one of Shaw Jehan’s 
adherents ; whilfl he himfelf advanced to Burd- 
wan, and took poflefllon of that diftridt. He did 
not continue long at Burdwan. Ibrahim, go- 
vernor of Bengal, hadcolledted all his forces to 
Raja Mahil, ,to oppofe the unexpedled invafionj 
and Shaw Jehan marched toward the place. 

When the prince had arrived within a few miles 
of Raja Mahil, the Suba abandoned that fortrefs 
as untenable. He retreated, in good order, to 
the fort of Tellia-Gurri ; which had been built 
to defend the pafs between the mountains and the 
Ganges. . In the fort were a number of Euro- 
peans. He ftrengthened them with a- reinforce- 
ment of his befi; troop.s-, Whilfl; he encamped his 

army 
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army on the oppofiic bank of the liver. Shaw 
Jehan, upon his arrival* inverted the fore of Tel* 
Ha-Gurri. He made little imprefiion ; the ]2uro- 
pcans being exceUent gunners and engineers. 
He attempted to crofs, but was repulfed, having 
but a few boats. A netghbourifjg Raja, Iiow- 
e\er, prorided the prince with a fleet of boats ; 
and in ihcfe he tranfported two thoufand horfe. 
Ibrahim, finding that he was to be attacked in 
his camp, crofled the river in his turn, lie dtew 
up in order of battle, againrt the prince ; but in 
the aflion his troops were defeated and he him- 
felf flain. Bengal fell, with the Suba, from the 
empire. Rumi, the chief engineer of Shaw' Je- 
han, in the mean lime, found means to carry a 
mine, under the fort of Tcflia^Gurri, and blew 
up aijout twenty yards of the rampire. Ihc 
place was taken by aflault, and the garrifon put 
to the fword. 

' Shaw Jehan, after this great and unexpe£Ied 
fuccefs attending his arms, marched to Dacca, 
where Ibrahim, the late Suba, had depofited his 
own and the Imperial treafure. He no fooner 
appeared before Dacca, than it furrendered. 
Forty lacks of roupecs were found in fpecic, be- 
fides jewels, much fpoil, and warlike rtorcs. 
Dacca W'as the laft place in Bengal, that held out 
for the emperor. The Rajas, the hereditary go- 
vernors of dirtrifls, and all thofe who held 
ertates of the crown, crowded into the court of 
the prince j and with prefcnis and proffers of 
allegiance, endeavoured tofecurc their pofTeflions. 
The whole kingdom received a new fovereign ; 
pndDarab, the fon of Chan Chanan, was raif6d 
to the high office of Suba under Shaw Jehan. ‘ 
The ambition of the prince was not to be con- 
fined to Bengal. He turned his eyes upon the 
adjoining province of Behar. lie fcarce had per- 
mitted 
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A. D. 'matted his army to -breathe after; the conqueft of 
i 624' Dacca, before he led them in to ;:Behar. Muchlis 
^^ 3 . Chan, the Imperial , governor of that province, 
'w— fled to Allahabad, at the approach of the prince. 
The gates of Patna, . the capital, were left open to 
receive him. He kept his court in the Suba’s pa- 
lace. The Zemindars crowded, , from all quar- 
ters, into the city, made their fubmiflion, and, 
with prefents, , obtained his favour. But what 
was of greater confequence to the prince, Mu- 
barick, governor of the impregnable fort of 
iihotas, which had never been taken . by; force, 
came and prefented to him the keys. Shawje-T 
ban was exceedingly rejoiced ’ at this piece of 
good fortune. He had now- a place of jecurity 
for his family *, and he found his mind, as aUe-r 
viated from, care, fitter, to encounter the danger^ 
of the field and the vidflitudes of .fortune, . - 
The prince having reftored the civil goyern- 
into'three ment''pf. Behar, which, had -been ruined-by bis 
parts. invafion, ralfed Nafir Chan to the office of Suba’j 
Pie himfelf took again the .field., He divided 
ins army into- three parts.; The.firfl: .he placed 
under the. .command pf Abdalla, who had been 
lately fo unfortunate iri Quzerat. He- ordered 
that officer to proceed to Allahabad, with his .di- 
yifion*, to drive away the Suba of Behar from 
thence, and to take pofleffion of the place. Dena 
Chan was placed, by the prince, over the .fecond 
divifion. That general was ordered to reduce 
the country round jionpour. . The third divifion 
Shaw Jehan, in perfon, commanded. He ad- 
vanced, by very flow' marches to Benaris., hearing 
complaints, deciding caufes, and fettling the go-, 
yernment of the .country, as he went. ‘ . 

Purvr73d- Fortune hitherto favoured the arms .of the re- 
ward him,; bellious prince. Purvez with Mohabet Chan had 
purfued the fugitives, from the affair at. the Nir^ 

. ^ ' bidda. 
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bidda, into the bean of Gokondn. At Hydra- a. p. 
bad they gave over tlic purfuit ; and began to 
employ themfelves in rcfeliling the alEiIrs of the ,0)3*. 
Decan, which the rebellion of Shaw Jclun had 
very mucli deranged. Tlic news of tiie lofs of 
the eaflcrn provinces alarmed MolKibct : Even 
Jehangire, w'ho patted his time in volupiuoufncfs, 
with his favourite Noor.M.*diil, was routed from 
his lethargy. He difpatched exprefs after exprefs 
to PuTvez. The march of Shaw Jelun toward 
the capital, determined Molubet to endeavour 
to intercept him on his way. lie marched viih 
Purvez through Malava and Bchar. lie eroded 
the Jumna at Calpd, and the Ganges at Babcrc. 

The Imperial army came up with Dcrla, who 
commanded one of the three divifions of the re- 
bels, at Maniepour. He was inllantly defeated j 
and he fell back to Benaris. Abdalla, at the 
fame time, evacuated Allahabad, and joined Shaw 
Jehan. A council of war was called. Their de<* 
liberation was (horf. They icfolved to give im- 
mediate battle to Purvez and Mohabet. 

The refolution was fcarcc taken, when the Iin- TrfpiMtl- 
perialitts appeared in fight. No time was to be 
loft. Shaw Jehan drew up his army on the banks 
of a brook called Tonitti. Abdalla commanded 
the right wing; Nafir Chan the left ; the prince 
himfelf took his pofl; in the center. The ad- 
vanced guards were commanded by RajaBime: 
and the whole field was marfhallcd by Sujait 
Chan, who was at the head of the referve in 
the rear. The artillery, under the direflion of 
Rumi, was drawn up in one place before the 
center, infiead of being difpofed properly along 
the line. The army of the rebels exceeded forty 
thoufand horfe: the Imperidlitts ^\c^e more in 
number. 

Mohabet, in the mean time, was not idle. The armj- 
He formed in order of battle the army of Prince jeSn" 

Purvez. 
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Purvez. His fuperiority, in point of numbers, 
enabled him to out-flank the enemy. The parti» 
culars of his difpofition are not related. — The 
aftion was begun by the artillery on the fide of 
Shaw Jeban. But more than a thoufand fhot 
were expended before one took place : the enemy 
being yet at too great a diftance, Mohabet 
would not permit his artillery to play, till he 
was fure of doing execution. The cannonade 
continued near an hour. Some of RumPs guns 
were difmounted, his men were driven from 
others. Shaw Jehan immediately ordered his 
advanced guard to charge a body of the Impe- 
rialifls, who were^ coming for war d^ with hafly 
ftrides, to feize his artillery. The two advanced 
parties fought with gYeat bravery. Thofe of 
Shaw Jehan at length gave ground. Raja Bime, 
who commanded them, preferred death to flight# 
He floods a few gallant friends, and was cut 
to pieces. 

Mohabet, obferving the defeat of the enemy^'s 
advanced guard, came forward brifkly, with his 
whole line ; and fell, with great fury, on the' 
center, where Shaw Jehan commanded in per- 
fon. The fhock was violent, but did not lafl. 
The prince was driven back from his guns, which' 
were feized by Mohabet. Sujait Chan,, who' 
commanded the refer ve of the .rebels, threw him- 
felf into the interval left'by Shaw Jehan’s retreat. 
He fought, for fome time, with great bravery,- 
and furniflied the prince with an opportunity of 
rallying his broken fquadrons: But Sujait was,- 
in his turn, defeated ; and driven back in great 
confufion. Shaw Jehan advanced to the charge : 
but advice was brought him, that Nafir was 
defeated on the left ; and that fome of the enemy,- 
who had paflfed his flanks, were feen advancing in- 
his rear.- 
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The defperate fiiuation of the prince fugfjeflcd 
to him a defperate rcfoluiion. lie advanced as if 
he heard not the tneflengtr, and plunged into 
the thickeftof the enemy. He was followed by 
five hundred horfe. This fmall body, devoting 
themfelves to death with their leader, were irre- 
fiflible. They effefled more by dcfpair than the 
whole army had done by courage. IMoh-lbet 
received a check, when heleaft c^cpeuled it. lie 
began to retreat : but Shaw Jehiln was not pro- 
perly fupported. His ofitcers confidcred the bat- 
tle as lofi, and refufed to advance. Abdalla, 
who had hitherto maintained his ground on the 
right, received a mefiage from the prince. lie 
returned for anfwcr, that all hopes of viftory 
were gone, and that tlie beft retreat they could 
make, was now the only thing left them by 
fortune. The prince was enraged, lie rcrolved 
to die. His companions, feizing his horfe by the 
reins, forced him from the field. lie fied not, 
but he was carried to the fort of Rhotas. The 





rich plunder of his camp faved him from being 
purfuedi 

Sultan ’Purvez and Mohabet, having fiopt for ite flies 
a few days to refrefh their army, after the f^" 
tiguesof a long march and an obflinate battle, 
took the route of Bengal. Shaw Jehdn left his 
family in the forttefs of Rhoias. He coUeCted 
the remains of his defeated army. He marched 
to Patna, and prepared to defend that city. He, . 
however, evacuated the place at the approach of 
his brother. He fled through Bengal. Purvez 
was clofe at his heels* Shaw ‘JehSn took the 
route of the Decan, by the way of Cuttack* 
Bengal, Behlir and Orixa fell into the hands 
of Purvez. That prince and Mohabet fpent 
fame tittle in refettling the government of the 
three provinces j and when the current of regula- 
tion 
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A. Di lion and law was reftored to its ancient channel^ 
they marched after Shaw Jehan into the Decan, 
1034. by the northern road. , , 

^ Though Shaw Jehan’s affairs were, to all ap- 
Befieges pearancc, ruined, he found refources in his own 
Brampour. mind. During the time that Purvez and 

Mohabet remained in the recovered provinces, he 
found means to attach to his party the Raja of 
Ambere. By the jiinftion of the Raja’s forces, 
he found himfelf in a condition to fit down be- 
fore the city of Brampour. ■ He had reduced it 
to great diftrefs, when the Imperial army, under 
Purvez and Mohabet, arrived on the banks of 
the Nirbidda. He had not a force fufficient to op- 
pofe them : he railed the fiege, and took flieltef 
in the mountains of Ballagat. In his retreat he 
made an attempt on the caftle of Haffer. This 
is a flrong fortrefs on the frontiers of Chandeifli. 
It Hands upon the top of a mountain : it has 
fprings of water, and of good foil a fiifficiency td 
maintain with its produce four thoufand men. As 
all accefs to the fortrefs is imprafticable, he 
might have waited there for the change which 
time might make in his fortunes. Pie was re» 
puffed. 

Hi-^ affairs This latter piece of bad fuccefs completed the 
iiiiiied. party. His nobles firft deferted him ; 

and they were followed by the private foldiers.’ 
A thoufand horfe only remained. His fpirits 
funk within him ; his misfortunes oppreffed him ; 
his guilt and folly were always prefent to his 
mind. Sicknefs was added to his other raiferies. 
He was hunted,- like a 'wild beaft, from place to 
place. All mankind were his enemies ; and he 
was their foe. Where he thought he .could not 
overcome, he fled : he fpread devaflation through 
places where he could prevail. He was, how- 
ever, tired of rapine ; worn down by contention 



JEHANGIRE. 83 

and hoftility. He wrote letters of compunction A. n. 
10 his faiiier. He enlarged on his own guilt ; 
he even added, if poflible, to his own uTctchcd- J034. 
nefs and misfortune. Jchanglrc was often full of 
affection; he was always weak. 11c was fltocked 
at the miferahlc condition of a fnn, whom lie 
once had lo\'cd. His tears fell upon the part of 
Shaw Jehan's letter which mcmloncd guilt; and 
his crimes vanilhud from memory. 

In the midll of this returning Toftnefs, jehan- He?* par- 
glre was not altogether void of policy. He wrote 
to his Ton, that if he would give orders to the 
governors of Rhotas, of Azere, and other places, 

.which were (lili held out in his name, to deliver 
.up their foits j and fend his three fons, Dara, 
Aurungzebe, and Murad, to court, and at the 
fame time accompany them, he would be forgiven 
for his pad crimes. Shaw jehan cnibmced the 
.offer with joy. He delivered up the forts ; he 
Jent liis children to Agra, lie, however, found van'- 
.ous pretences for not appearing in perfon at court. 

He alleged that he was aihamed to fee a father 
whom he had fo much injured ; but he was aQually 
afraid of the machinations of the favourite Sul- 
tana. He made cxcurfions, under a pretence of 
pleafurc, through all parts of the empire, attend- 
ed by five hundred liorfc. He was fometimes 
lieard of at Ajmcrc, fometimes at Tata on the 
Indus; and again, in the Decan. Cindatup 

In the rebellion of Shaw Jeh^.n, we loft, fi^ht * 
of the Perfian invnfion, under Shaw Abas. I'hc 
fovereigns of Perfia had long laid claim to the 
city of Candahar. Ihcy endeavoured often to ' 
obtain jt by negociation, and 'often by force. 

They had failed in thcBrft; and they were not 
fuccefsful in the latter, till the civil diftraclions 
of India furniflied them with an undifturbed op- 
portunity of befieging the place. When the 
VoL. in. O Perfian 
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Perfian invafion, happened, Candahar was but 
lliglitly garrifoned. The place, however, held 
out with vigour, till Shaw Abbas appeared be- 
fore it in perfon. It furrendered to that monarch ; 
and the news of the misfortune met Ruftum Suf- 
favi at Lahore, as he was on his march to relieve 
the befieged. The Perfians, after the capture of 
Candahar, retreated ; and Jehangire, having oc- 
cafion for all his troops to quell domeftic difliurb- 
ances, fat filently down with the lofs. 

Shaw Abas had fcarce retreated, when the 
Ufbeck Tartars, encouraged by his fuccefs and 
the civil diffentions in Hindoftan, invaded the 
province of Ghizni, and took feveral fmall forts. 
When the news of this invafion arrived at court, 
Chana-zad, the fon of Mohabet, was fent from 
Caflimire, with forae troops, to oppofe the invaders. 
This young officer attacked them with vigour on 
all occafions, and, in general, with great fuccefs. 
They were, at length, after an obflinate and 
bloody war, which continued nine months, 
driven out of the empire. The conqueror pur- 
fued the fugitives, and laid wafle a part of their 
country. 
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CHAP. V 


Mohahet m favour — Accufed^ of intended ireafon-^ 

Ordered to court — Machinations of hts enemies — 
Indignities offered him — He refoliies to feize the 
emperor-^He takes him in his tent — Defeats the 
vijier— ^Condemns iheSiiltana to deatb’-—But par- 
dons her—^Qoverns the emptrcl-^ Attacked by the 
citizens of Cabul—he lays down his powers 
Obliged to fy-^Sent againji Shatis Jeh^n— Death 
of prince Purvez-^His tharader^Deatb of 
Chan Chatian, ’ ^ 

j’* 

HThE valour and abilities of Mohabef, in con- a d 
duftmg the war agamd Shaw Jehan, railed fenti- h*/ 
ments of gratitude in the bread of Jehangire ‘035 
His fon, Chaiina Zad, had been lately gratified 
with the government of Cabul , and others, his mhghfa- 
relations and friends, rwere advanced to lucrative 
and honourable employments! The great viftory 
near Bemris confiriried the craperof’s high opinion 
of Mohabeti''’and the news of that important 
event filled him with exceflive joy His grateful 
feelings for his'“general rofe m proportion to the 
decreafe of his fears for his throne Thefe fenti- 
ments, however, did not long continue Mo- 
Inbet had a greati many enemies his fotereign 
had but little firmnefs The abilities of the 
O 2 former 
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A. r). former had raifed em 7 ; and nature had given to 
the latter a difpofition too eafy and pliant, to be 
1035. proof againft mifreprefentation. To explain the 
caufes of an event which almofl transferred the 
empire from the houfe of Timur to other hands, 

. we mu ft look back to fome circumftances prior to 
this period. 

Accufedof Chan Chanan, mentioned as the tutor of Pur- 
intended in his government of Candeifh, had, through 

trea on. difguft, attached himfelf to the fortunes of 

Shaw Jehan, when that prince fucceeded his bro- 
ther in the command of the Irnperial army in the 
Decan. ft was by that lord’s advice, that he 
cut off Chufero : by his advicp he rebelled againft 
his. father. He accompanied the prince in his 
expedition to Agra and Delhi ^ and, though he 
took no part in the.fatigues of the field, he ruled 
in .the cabinet. When the affairs of Shaw Jehan be- 
,came^ defperate, .after his retreat to the Decan, he 
advafedhim to fue jor apardon, through his brother 
Purvez, to whofe' temper and charafter he could 
have been no ftranger. When he arrived in the 
imperial, camp, he found no difpofition in MohS- 
-bet to relihquifii by - terms , : .the advantages wh ich 
iiad been obtained by- the fword. Having failed 
-in his endeavours: for the prince, he applied 
■for himfelf. - 'Mohabet was 'fliotked' at this reite.- 
: -ration of treachery-; and ' he perfuadt.d Pur.vez 
to th ro w 'him and 'his family into, prifon. The 
latter were'lfent, under an .efcort, . to Agra ; he. 
himfelf^yvas detained, in i clofe confinement, in 
the -campj '^ihd his eftate wasi confifcated by an 

-l-mperial edift.-v',' 

"I*-® - -'A^ter the -decifive battle near 'Benaris, the.pro.* 

fhr'accu- of ^Bengal,, which had., been reduced by, 
fation. Shaw -Jehin, fell at once! into the hands of the 
-conquerors. Purvez, who-: had a" comraifiion 
from his father to govern the eaftern provinces, 

• - ■ conferred 
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conferred the fubafliip of Bengal upon Mohabet, a. d. 
who fent his fon Channa Zad, lately arrived in 
the army, to manage his government in his 
own abfence. Data, the fon of Chan Chanan, 
had been made fuba of Bengal, by Shaw Jehan. 

That young lord was feized by the people, and 
delivered into the hands of Channa Zad, as foon 
as he arrived at the capital of the province. He 
immediately fent Data to his father; ’who, having 
informed the emperor of that circumftance, re- 
ceived orders to put him to death, as an obftinate 
rebel. Mohabet obeyed, and fent the unfortunate 
fuba*s head to Agra. 

Chan Chanan, though conhned in the camp of His ene- 
Purvez, found means, by letters, to infinuate 
himfelf into the good graces of the Sultana, and 
her brother thevifier. The. two laft had been 
long the enemies of Mohabet ; and the former 
imputed the death of his fon to that lord, and 
was refolved to revenge the injury. He wrote to 
the Sultana ; he fent letters to Afiph. He in- 
formed them that Mohabet was forming defigils 
to raife Purvey to the throne. This was carried 
to theertiperor’s ears. He ordered Chan Chanan 
to be releafed : and that Omrah, who remained 
with Purvez, accufed Mohabet, by letters to the 
emperor, of intended treafort. 

jeliangire, naturally fufpicious, was alarmed. The em- 
The fpirit of jealoufy and diftruft took 
of his mind. He forgot the fervices of Mohabet 
in his own fears. He ordered him to court ; and 
raifed Chan Jehan Lodi from the government of 
Guzerat to the command of the army under 
-Purvez. Mohabet, before the emperor^s orders 
arrived, bad fet out with Purvez, for Bengal. 

He had been guilty of a negleft, which gave 
colour to the accufations of his enemies. The 
elephants taken in battle are Imperial property. 

Thefd 
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Thefe he had retained, together with the prefents 
which ,his fon Channa Zad had received in re- 


fettling the province. A fecond peremptory .order 
was fent to him. He was acquainted, that he 
was appointed to the. fubafliip of Punjab; but 
that the emperor deprived him of Lahore, which 
had been ufually annexed to ' that government. 
He was thunderftruck at the fudden change in 
the emperor’s mind. He refolved to obey. He 
went to take his leave of Purvez. The prince 
was cold and (lately ; and feemed to forget his 


friend in the difpleafure of his father. 

Mohabet Senfible of his own abilities, confcious of his 
Tuanded to honour, elevated by his reputation m war, Mo- 
court. habet was difgufted, beyond meafure, at this re- 
turn for his fervices. He refolved to retire to his 


caftle of Rintimpour : but an order arrived to de- 
liver that fortrefs into the hands of one of the Sul- 


tana’s creatures. This latter circumftance con- 
firmed what his friends at court had written to 


him before, • that his life was in danger, fliould 
he trufl; himfelf in the Imperial prefence. He 
wrote to Jehangire. He exprefled his aflonifli- 
inent at his difpleafure. He declared his perfefl 
confidence in the honour of his prince; but he 
exprelfed his well-grounded diflrufl of his advifers. 
The letter produced nothing but an order for his 
immediate appearance at court. To ■ refufe was 
to^ rebel. He wTote again to the emperor. I - 
will,” fays he, “ ferve my fovereign with my life 
againfl his enemies, but I will not expofe it to the 
malice of his friends. Aflure me of fafety, and 
I will clear -myfelf in the prefence.”' Jehangire, 
upon receiving this letter, was enraged. • He dif- 
patched a -courier, 'with his lad commands for 
his appearance. He at length refolved to obey. 
Five thoufand Rajaputs, in the' Imperial pay, 
from -an affedlion for their -general^ offered him. 

their 
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their fcrvice to conduft him to court. A.n. 
EfcoTted by thefe, lie took the rout of L;\horc, 
where the emperor, at the time, refided. 1(535. 

On the ej;;htccnth of April 1626, Jehangirc 
fet out from Laliorc toward Cabul. News was ^ ° 
brought to the Imperial camp that Moh.lbct liad 
fcni before him the elephants taken at the battle 
of Benaris ; and tliat he himfclf followed, with 
a retinue of five thoufand Rajaputs. 'Ibc Sulta- 
na and the vifier were firuck with a double ter- 
ror. They were afraid of a reconciliation : they 
were afraid of his force. They perfuaded the 
emperor not to admit him into the camp. IVhen, 
therefore, lie arrived near the tents, he was or- 
dered CO (lop, till he accounted for the revenues 
of Bengal, and the plunder taken at the battle 
of Benaris. Mohabet was enraged : be dif- 
patched lus fondndaw to the emperor, to com- 
plain of an indignity fo unworthy of his fidelity 
and fcrviccs. lie could not havcchofcna wotfe 
mcficngcr. Tlie emperor had been much offend- 
ed with Mohlbct, for giving his daughter in mar- 
riage without his confent ; and he had rcfolvcd 
to be revenged. "When, therefore, the young » 
lord alighted from his elephant in the Imperial 
fquare, he was fuddcniy fcizcd ; hewasflriptof 
his clothes, covered with rags, bafiinadoed, and 
fent out of the camp riding backward on 3 forry 
jade, amid the fliouts of the whole army. 

The intelligence of this grofs affront came to iih nitf- 
Mohabet, before the difiionoured youth appeared. 

He bore it with feeming patience. He w as fliock- StfromeJ, 
ed at the weaknefs of the emperor, wliicli had 
yielded fo much to the malice of a vindiflivc wo- 
man. He feparated, by degrees, his retinue 
from the camp. He found he could not trufb 
himfelf in the hands of his enemies; and betook 
pt once a bold refolution. The emperor was on 

his 
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habet alighted and entered ; not finding the cm- a.d, 
peror, he prefl'ed forward with forty Rajaputs, 
to the baiWng'tent. Some of the Impciial guards 1035. 
flood at the door. T he officer who commanded 
them, fiernly afkcd Mohabet, Why he prefumed 
to intrude on the emperor's privacy ? He anfwered 
him, by putting his hand upon his fword and 
frowning upon liim, with a determined counte- 
nance. A panic feized the guards. 'I’hcy made 
way for him to pafs. In the outer apartment of 
the bathing-tent, flood many Omralis of high 
rank. They drew tlieir fwords; but the Raja- 
puts furrounding them, they thought proper to 
deliver up their arms. 

The news of this infult was carried to the cm- pnfocer. 
peror by fome of the women who attended him 
in the inner tent. He feized his fword, and was 
about to aflauU Mohabet, when he faw his guards 
and nobles difarmed. He dropt his pointy and 
faid, “ What doll thou mcjin, Mohabet Chan T* 
Mohabet touching the ground and then bis fore- 
head with his hand, thus replied: “ Forced by 
the machinations of my enemies, who plot againfl 
my life, I throw myfelf under the 'proteflion of 
my fovereign."— “ You arc fafe,”— anfwered 
the emperor; “ but what would thefe, who 
Hand armed behind you?"— They want full 
fecurity," rejoined Mohabet,* ** for me and my 

family; and uiihoul it, they will not retire." 

“ —I underfiand you," laid Jehangire; “ name 
your terms, and they ffiallte granted. But you 
do me an injuflice, Mohabet; 1 did not plot 
againfl your life. 1 knew your fervices, though 
I was offended at your fceming difobedience to 
my commands. Be affured of my proteflion : 

1 fliall forget the conduft which neceffuy has im- 
pofed upon you." 


Mohabet, 
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and car- 
ries him 


to his own 
can.p. 


Mobabet, without naming his conditions, ob- 
ferved to the emperor, that it was nov/ time to 
take his daily amufement of hunting. Without 
waiting for a reply, he ordered his own horfe to 
be brought. Jehangire declined mounting him: 
Mohabet feemed not to iiften. ‘‘ Then, Moha- 
bet Chan,” faid the emperor, “ if ftill I have a 
horfe of my own, I will mount him.” One was 
brought him. They rode llowly away together, 
furrounded by the Rajaputs. When they had ad- 
vanced beyond the fldrts of the camp, Mohabet 
obferved to the emperor. That it would be pru- 
dent for him to mount an elephant, to avoid any " 
accident that might happen in the confufion 
which was likely to enfue. Jehangire had now 
no will of his own. He mounted the elephant ; 
and three Rajaputs, under a pretence of defend- 
ing him, mounted by his fide. 

The emperor had fcarce placed himfelf on the 
elephant, when Muckirrib Chan, one of the 
officers of Rate, prefling through the Rajaputs, 
climbed up the elephant’s fide,- and fat down by 
his fovereign. He was threatened by the Raja- 
puts. He was obflinate, and would not flir. 
One Rightly cut him on the forehead with his 
fable j but he was not to be moved. They had 
now proceeded near a mile from the camp, when 
fome of the officers ‘of the houfehold, mounted 
upon elephants, came up, and placed themfelves 
on the road before the emperor. Mohabet or- 
dered them to clear the way': they refufed, and 
were cut to pieces. He then continued his rout, 
without further obflruction, to his own tamp. 
I’he emperor was brought to his tent: and all 
fpedlators being lemoved, Mohabet explained 
himlelf to him, protefling, that he had formed 
no defigns neither againfl his life nor his power. 

“.But,” 
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“ Bui,” concluded he fternly, “ I am dcicr- A n 
mined to be fafe.” 

Afiph, the vifier, had crofled the bridge in the loj*. 
morning with the Imperial army. The Sultana, 
when Mohlbel was bufy in fecuring the ptrfon Cmscf: 
of the emperor, made her efcape to her brother, c^an! 
lie confidered, that nothing was done, fo long 
as that haughty woman rcm.aincd out of his power, 
lie rcfolved to profecute his plan, with tlie ftme 
refolute boldneGi with which it was begun, lie 
returned with the emperor to his former camp, 
on the bank of the Gelum. Sujait Chan, an 
Omrah of high reputation, had arrived that In- 
ftant to join the Imperial army. He knew the 
fituation of affairs ; and loudly inveighed, in the 
prefence of the Rajaputs, ag.ainfl Mohnbet. 'I hat 
lord was at once enraged and alarmed. lie or- 
dered his troops to fall upon Sujait and his reti- 
nue, and every man of them was put to the 
fword. 'riic otiicr Omraijs, -who had hitherto 
hovered round, flruck with the fate of Sujair, 
lied acrofs the river, and joined the Imperial 
army. 

Noor-Jehln was the meflenger of the difafter, The v.fier 
which befel the emperor, to her brotlier Afiph. 

He immediately called the Omrahs together : refvus (he 
and the Sultana vehemently accufed ihofe who®'”!’''®''* 
had been left with jehangire, of negligence and 
cowardice. A debate arofe about the beft me- 
thod of refeuing their fovercign out of the hands 
ofMohiibet. The meafurc was full of peril j but 
it mull be taken. They agreed to aflemble their 
forces by tke dawn of next morning ; and to en- 
deavour to repafs the river againft the rebel. The 
emperor was apprized of their intentions. He 
began to fear for his life. Repeated meflages 
were fent to the vifier to clefift from his purpole ; 
but that minifler did not think himfelf obliged to 
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A.D. obey the commands of an imprifoned monarch, 
)62'5. -yyho was under the influence of the man who had 
^03^5. feized his perfon. 

Afiph begun his march with day. When he 
Butisde- came to the bridge, he found it burnt down, 
featcd refolved to ford the river ; but the water was 

fo deep, that many were drowned. Thofe who 
gained the further fhore, had to fight the enemy 
at a manifeft: difadvantage. T hey were cut off 
as fafl; as they afcended the bank. A fucceffion 
of viQims came to the fwords of the Rajaputs. 
The adtion continued for fome hours. I’he rear^ 
of the Imperialifts prefling into the river, pre- 
vented the front from retreating. The Sultana 
was not a tame fpediator on the occafion. Mount- 
ed on an elephant, flte plunged into the ilream 
''with her daughter by her fide. The young lady 
was wounded in the arm : but her mother prefled 
forward. Three of her elephant drivers were 
fucceflively killed ; and the elephant received three 
wounds on the trunk. Noor-Jehan, in the mean 
time, emptied four quivers of arrows on the 
enemy. The Rajaputs prefled into the ftream to 
feize her ; but the maftcr of her houfehold, mount- 
ing the elephant, turned him away, and carried 
her out of the river, notwithflanding her threats 
and commands. 

nil gi'eat Whilfl; thefe things happen in the river, Fidai 
«ughter, Abul Haflcn, with fome other gallant 

nobles, forming a fquadron of gentlemen in the 
rear of the Imperialifts, plunged into the river, 
and gained the oppofite Ihore. The fhock be- 
tween them and the Rajaputs was violent. The 
latter gave way, and fled toward the tents of the 
prince Shariar, where the emperor remained un- 
der a guard. They ftopt, and the aftion became 
bloody. The arrows and fliot piercing through 
the tents, the emperor was in imminent danger : 

but 
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but Muchlis Chan, who Rood near him, covered a. d. 
him with fiiields. In the. mean time, MohSbet 
re-e(lablifbed the ranks of the fugitives behind 103$. 
the tents. He turned them, and fell upon the 
flank of the Imperialifts. Vifier Bee, Attalla, 
and feveial gallant lords, were killed : Fidai was 
covered with wounds. The fpirit of his followers 
began to fink. Mohabel preffed hard upon them ; 
and at length they fled. The field was covered 
with dead bodies; and a complete viftory re- 
mained to the Rajaputs. 

The runaways, gaining the oppofite fide of the and taken 
river, found their troops din.iniflied and com- 
pleitly ruined. They gave up all thoughts of 
further refiflance: each fled to his own home. 

The army, in the fpacc of a few hours, was dif- 
fipared. Afiph fled to his eflatc; and flrut him* 
felf up, with five hundred men, in the caflie of 
New Rhotas, on the Attoc. The Sultana found 
means to efcape to Lahore. Mohabet difpatched 
a meflenger to Afiph, with aflurances of fafety, 
fhould he return to the camp. The vifier would 
4iot trull himfelf in his hands. Meer Bervvir, the 
fon of Mohabet, with a detachment befieged the 
fort of Rhotas. Afiph was foon reduced to dif-TheSuU 
irefs ; and, on the arrival of Molubet before the 
place, that lord, with his fon Abu 'J'alib, fur- ’ 
rendered at diferetion. Koor-Jehan bad Rarce 
returned to Lahore, when flic received letters 
from the emperor. He acquainted her, that he 
was treated with refpefl by Mohabet ; and that 
matters were amicably fettled between them. He * 
conjured- her, therefore, as flie regarded his 
peace and fafety, to lay afide all thoughts of hof- 
tile preparations. He concluded, with command- 
ing her to follow him to Cabul, whither, of his 
own free choice, he then direfted his march. 
Noor-Jeban did not long hefitate. She fet out 

from 
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A. D. from Lahore, and foon came up with' her lord. 

1626. When (he arrived, troops w^ere fen t out by Mo- 

1035’, habet, by way of doing her honour. But they 
were her keepers, and not her guards. They 
furrounded her tent, and watched all her mo- 
tions. 

Condemn- Mohabet, who carried every thing before him 
ed to in the prefence, accufed her publicly of treafon. 
death. affirmed, that ffie ha,d confpired againft the 

emperor, by eftranging fi-om him the. hearts of 
his fubjecls : that the moft cruel and unwarrant- 
able adions had been done, by her capricious or- 
ders, in every corner of the empire: that her 
haughtinefs was the fource of public, calamities, 
her malignity the ruin of many individuals that 
ffie had even extended her views to the empire, 
by favouring the fucceffion of Shatiffi .to , the 
throne, under wdiofe feeble adminiftration ffie 
hoped to govern India at pleafure. He therefore 
infifted that a public example ffiould.bemade of 
fo wicked a woman ; as a fign to mankind, that 
crimes in the moll exalted perfons ought io meet 
with no more favour, than iniquities in the mean 
and low. You, who are emperor of the Mo- 
guls 1 ” faid Mohabet, addreffing himfelf to'J.ehan- 
gire, “ whom we look upon as fomething more 
than .; human, ought to follow the. example of 
God, who has no refpeft for perfons. r- - . : 

Jehangire was too v/ell acquainted with his 
cf the cni- fituation to contradidl Mohabet. He, owned the 
])iror. juftice of the accufation, and he figned a,;warrant 
for her death. Being excluded from, his-.prefence, 
her charms had loll their, irfefiftible influence, pver 
him ; and when his paflions did not tlnyart the 
natural bias of Lis mind, he was ^ always jud. 
The dreadful meflage was delivered to the Sultana. 
She heard it without emotion. f^ Imprifoned 
fovereigns,” faid ffie, “ lofe .their . right to life 

with 
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'with their freedom ; but permit njc for once to A. tx 
fee the emperor, snd to bathe with my tears i!)e 
hand that Itas fixed tlic feal to the warrant of 1035. 
death.” She was broupht before her hulband, 
in the prefence of Mohabet. Her beauty Atone 
with additional luflre ihrougli her forrow. She 
uttered not one word* Jehangire burfi. into tear':. 

“ Will you not fpare this woman, Moh.ibetr” 
faid the emperor ; “ you fee how flic weeps.”-— 

“ The emperor of the Moguls,” replied Mohl- 
bet, “ fiiould never alk in vain.” The guards 
retired from her, at a wave of his hand ; and fiie 
was reflored that inflant to her former at- 
tendants. 

• The friends of Mohabet difapprovcd of his gc- to 
nerofity, and he had caufc to repent of it him-CabuU 
felf. The Sultana lived not to thank her for- 
giver, but to revenge lierfclf. The Imperial 
camp moved to Cabul. Mobibet, without ap- 
pearing to command, direfled every thing at 
court. The emperor implicitly followed his ad- 
vice 5 and he even feemed to harbour no refent- 
inent againll him for the pall. lie had long 
known his abilities ; he was now convinced of his 
integrityrand gcnerollty, '.Naturally fond of indo- 
lence and pleafufe himfelf, he could not wifh to 
have left the affairs of the ftatc in better hands. 

The attention paid him byMolubet, eradicated 
every idea of bondage: and the weight which his 
edifts carried, from their 'precifion and wifdom, 
reconciled his fituation to his pride, by the obe- 
dience, which was paid to them over all the 
empire, r " . • 1 

Six months had pafied in Cabul in an apparent D'fijns of 
harmony between the monarch and his miniftcr. 

The bufy fpiritbf Noor-Jchdn was, in the mean MoiSw: 
time, 'hatching mifehief. She concealed, her 
'fcheines fo effeflually, that theyefcaped the pene- 
trating 
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trating eyes of Mohabet. The emperor refided 
in his palace at Cabul : the minifler lay every 
night in the camp of his Rajaputs, without the 
walls. When he came one morning to pay his 
refpefts at court with his retinue, the citizens, 
at the infligation of the Sultana, attacked him 
from both ends of a narrow flreet. Some, ported 
in windows on either fide, fired upon him with 
mufquets. He turned back, and forced his way 
to his camp. He arrived among the Rajaputs 
unhurt : his followers were all either \vounded 
or flain. The citizens did not reft here. ’They 
fell upon the guards, which he had placed round 
the emperor ; and put five hundred to the fword. 
defeated. Mohabet, enraged at the perfidy of the Cabu- 
lians, prepared to take ample revenge. He block- 
ed up the city, with his army. The maflacrp 
within was difcontinued. Fear fucceeded to 
rage. The principal inhabitants, laying the 
whole blame upon the rabble, came out in the 
moft fuppliant m'anner to Mohabet, Jehangire, 
w'ho difclaimed all knowledge of the tumult, in- 
terceded for them ; and the enraged rainifter fpared 
the city, after having punifhed the nidft noto- 
rious ringleaders of the infurgents. He, howr 
ever, declared, that he would never enter the 
perfidious city of Cabul : he gave . direSions to 
the emperor to quit it the next day, and, having 
made the necertary preparations, the Imperial 
camp moved in a few days toward Lahore. 

On the way to Lahore, Mohabet took a fudden 
refolution to throw up his power. '• He had no 
intentions himfelf upon the empire ; and he had 
triumphed over his enemies, and ferved his 
friends. He exadled, and obtained from Jehan- 
gire, the moft folemn promifes of oblivion for the 
part ; and he reftored that prince to all his for- 
mer confequence and power. He proniifed to 

aflift 
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aflifthlm with his advice; and to ihcwhis fincc- a.d. 
tity, he difmifled the greateft part of his guards 
and attendants. This condu^ was noble; but ,oj 5 *. 
he had gone too far to retreat. Gratitude is not 
fo flrong a pafiion as revenge. The weak forget 
favours ; but the haughty never forger indignities. 

The Sultana kept frefh in her memory her dif- 
grace; flie remembered her danger fmm Moha- 
bet. She applied to jehangirefor his immedi- 
ate death. She urged fpccious arguments to 
flrengthen her requeft. “ A mau/* f.iid (he, 

“ who is fo daring as to feizc the perfon of his 
fovereign, is a dangerous fubjcfl. ']*he liiflre of 
royalty muft be diminillied, continued the Sulrana, 
in the eyes of the people, whilft he who pulled 
his prince from the throne, is permitted to 
kneel before it with feigned allegiance.'* Jehan- 
gire was fliocked at her propofal. He command- 
ed her to be filent. 

She was filent, but flte did not drop herdefign. lie is 
She refolved to take off by private treachery the J^*'**®^ 
man whom Ihe failed to bring to .a public dea»h. 

She contrived to place one of her eunuchs behind 
the curtain, with orders to flmot Mohabei, when 
he Ihould next come to pay his refpefis in the 
prefence. Jehangire overheard her commands to 
the flave. He acquainted Mohabet with the fnare 
laid for his life ; infinnating that his power was 
.not fufficlent to protefl him from private treache- 
ry, though he was refolved to fax c him from pub- 
lic difgracc. Mohabet was alarmed. He efcaped 
from the camp. The army lay that day on the 
banks of the Gelum, in the very fpot where 
the emperor had feven months before been feized. 
Mohabet, after having the whole power of the 
empire in his bands, was obligctl to fiy from that 
very place, without a fingle attendant. He carried 

VoL. in, ** P ^ nothing , 
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A. D. nothing with him but his life : his wealth wag- 

1625. jgft in the Imperial camp, and became the pro- 
perty of Noor-Jehan. .flis flight had fcarce be- 
come public, when an edict was iflfued by the 
Sultana’s procurement, to all the governors of 
provinces to make diligent fearch for him. He 
was declared, a rebel, and a reward was put upon 
his head. 

■ His con- Afiph difapproved of his fifter’s violence. He 
fiirence Rnew the merit of Mohabet: he was not forget- 
ful of his kindnefs to himfelf, when under his 
power. He was tired, befides, of the weaknefs 
of Jehangire, and of the Sultana’s tyranny. He, 
however, obferved a cautious filence. His power 
depended upon his After ; and fhe was haughty 
as well as vindictive. Mohabet flew from place 
to place. He took, at firft, the route of Tatta ; 
but the unfortunate have enemies every where. 
The boldnefs, which had lately railed him to the 
fummit of power, forfook him not in his diftrefs. 
He • mounted his hoife ; anid rode folitary near 
four hundred miles, to throw hirnfelf into the coii- 
verfatipn of Afiph. That minifter, at the time, 
was ,in the Imperial camp at Karnal, on the road 
between Lahore and Delhi. Mohabet, in a mean 
habit, entered the camp when it was dark ; and 
about nine o’clock' placed himfelf in the paflage, 
which led from the apartments of Afiph to the 
Haiam. The eunuch,' who flood at the door, 
queftioned Mohabet, He knew that lord by his 
voice but he afllired him of his- fidelity. Mo- 
habet told him, that he wiflred to fpeak to his 
lord on affairs of, the laft moment. The vifier 
came. 

^^ithAfph When Afiph faw the low condition into which 
he, who lately commanded the empire, was fallen, 
he could fcarce refrain from tears. He took him 
in his arms : they retired in filence to a fecret 
place. Mohabet, after mentioning the ingrati- 
tude 
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tude of Noor-Jehan, complained of the imbecility A D. 
of the emperor, and plainly told the vifier, that, 
low as he was reduced, he was 'determined to 1055. 
raife up another fovereign in India. “ Purvez,” 
continued Mohahet, “ is a virtuous man, and 
my friend, but he is eafy .arid pliant} and we 
mud not chanj»e one weak prince for anotlier. 

1 know the merit of Shaw Jelian } 1 have fought 
againft him; and when I conquered, I gained 
not a victory, but my own life. He fuits the 
times, lie is ambitious, and fometimes fevere; 
but he will aggrandize the empire abroad, and 
add vigour anti precifion to the laws at home.** 

— Afiph was overjoyed at this declaration. He 
was connected m Iriendihip as wcU as in affinity 
with Shaw Jehan. “ You mud go hence with 
fpeed,*’ faid Aliph ; “ and I will endeavour to 
procure your pardon. The emperor, who is not 
averfe to you, will UClen to my requeft; efpe- 
ciaKy as Shaw Jehan, with whom you alone arc 
able to cope in the Held, is in arms. I ffiall pro. 
cure for you an army, which you dial! ufe as the 
circumdances of the time will demand.** 

'ITie two Omrahs, having fworn fidelity to one in fa\eur 
another, parted. > Mohabei, mounting his horfe, 
dived into the night: Afiph went into the pre- ** * 
fence. I he emperor was much- alarmed at the 
news from the Decan, that his rebellious fon 
had colleSed'an army. He regretted the loFs 
of Mohahet, and Afiph took that opportunity 
of firing for his pardon. The emperor, in the 
warniih of his zeal bgaxnd his fon, ordered an 
edi£l of indemnity to be forthwith ilTued, which 
reftored Mohabet to his honours and efiaies. A 
commiflion was given him to command the army 
againd Shaw Jehan ; and the ceremony of giving 
thanks in the prefence, was difpenfed with in his 
favour, as he could not truft his Ufe to the mercy 
of Noor-Jehan. 

P 2 
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^ . Ah event, however, happened, which ren«' 

dered thefe’prepafations againft. Shaw Jehan un- 
ions'. necelTary* That prince defifted from his new 
enterprize without • the interpofition of force. 
Death of When Mohabet carried all before , him at court, 
Purvez. his friend and pupil, the prince Purvez, remained 
at. the -head 'of the army, and commanded all 
the eallern and fouthern provinces in great tran- 
quillity. He took no notice of his father’s con- 
finement ; and he ufed no means for his releafe- 
ment. He knew that Mohabet- had ho defigns 
upon the empire; and he was rather pleafed, 
with a check upon the emperor, which might 
prove an excufe to himfelf, from being bound by 
his commands. . In the midfi: of the infenfibility 
and tranquillity of Purvez, he was feized by an 
apoplexy, which carried him off in the thirty-eighth 
year of his age. 

Hischa- Sultan Purvez was one of thofe harmlefs men 
TuCter. without either envy or fame through 

life. Deflitute of thofe violent paflions which; 
agitate the animated and ambitious, he was ne- 
ver completely happy, nor thoroughly miferable. 
...Eafe was his only comfort; toil his foie averfibn. 

■ - ' Though battles were gained in his name, he was 
“ ““ rather an incumbrance to ;an army, than the 
fpring which fhould move the whole. Without 
ambition to command, he thought it no indig- 
nity to obey. . He approved of the, counfel of 
others, without ever propofing his, own. He^ 
was in fhort an ufeful engine in the hands of an 
able general. : There was a kind of comity in his 
manner, which commanded- refpefl:, where he 
impreffed no awe; and even men .Who knew his 
weaknefs, liftened with attention to his com- 
mands. Plis conftitution was feeble and lethar*- 
gic ; his life a perpetual flumber. Had he lived, 
he was defiined for the throne ; and, as he had 

. ' no 
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no paflions to gratify, thehappinefs or mifery of a.d. 
his reign would depend on thofe whom chance 
might place around him. liis death was regret- 1035. 
ted, more, perhaps, than that of an abler man '-^r^ 
might have been. He never committed injuries, 
and mankind gave him credit for benevolence. 
Mohabet mourned him as a good-natured friend ; 
Jehangire as a dutiful fon. The contrail which 
the charafter of his brother prefented, juftified 
the fentiments of both, 

When Mohabet fled, Noor-Jehan governed AfTi rs it 
the empire without controul. While ) et he held 
the reins of government, he had feni orders to can 
his fon Channa-Zad, Suba of Bengal, to fend 
him the furplus of the revenues of that country. 
Twenty-two lacks, under an efcort, w'cre advanced 
as far as Delhi, when the flight of Mohabet hap- 
pened j and the fame melTenger, who brought 
the news of the treafure to the emperor, brought 
him alfo intelligence of the death of Purvez. Je- 
hangire was affefted, beyond meafure, at the lofs 
of his fon: he never had difobeyed his commands, 
and his manner was naturally engaging and pleaf- 
ing. — The command of the army devolved upon 
Chan Jehan Lodi. He was ordered to fend his 
family to court as hoflages for his faith. — An un- 
expefted war furnilhcd a field for the abilities of 
Lad}. The Nizam raifed difiurbances ,* but he 
was reduced, without battle, to terms. 

Chan Chanan, who, after his releafefrom con- n-ath of 
finemenr, had remained with Pur\ez in the camp, 
did not long furtive that prince. lie attained to 
the feventy-fecond )ear of his age; and, though 
in his latter days he was accufed of treachery, he 
had covered the former part of his life witii re- 
nown. He performed many memorable a^lions, 
under die emperor Akbar. He reduced the 
kingdom of Guzerat; he dePKUed with twenty 

ihoufand 
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Schemes of MoKlhet ami jlJiph^Dcath of the empe- 
rcr-^His charaPIcr — Anecdotes of hts private 
life — Hts religion — His vhlcncC‘-^Scvcrc jujltcc-^ 
and bnmanUy — The fin of prince Chufiro ratfid 
to the ihrone^Defeat cf Shanar-^Shaiv fch^n 
snarehcs from iVe Dcean^Toung emperor depofeJy 
and murdered^Children of Jehangtre^Staie 
of Pcrfia, 


M^ohabct, nftcr his conference with Afipli, 
made the befl of fiis way to the dominions of the 
Hana. He had been recommended by letters 
from the vifier, to that prince ; and he was re- ^ 
ceived with extraordinary marks of diflinflion. Sdiemesof 
A circumllance, omitted in its place, will con- *^^®^=*^*** 
tribute to throw light on the fcgncl. A corref- 
pondence, by waiting, between Mohabet and 
Afiph w'ould be a meafure full of peril to both. 

They had refoivcd to feize upon the accidents 
'that might arife in the courfc of time, for the 
'fcrvice of Shaw Jehan. Thetifier was to be tlie 
judge, as having the bell accefs to know the pe- 
riod fit for their purpofe, from his refidence at 
court and -intimate knowledge of its affairs. Mo- 
habet left a ring in his hands, which, when it 

ffioiild 
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fliould be fent, was the fignal for him to efpoufe 
openly the interefts of the prince. 

The edid' of indemnity to Mohabet had fcarce 
been promulgated, when that lord underftood 
from court, that the emperor began to decline vi- 
fibly in his health. The profped of his ap- 
proaching diflblution rendered it unneceflary to 
wrcfl; from him by force a fcepter which he was 
foon to refign to death. Mohabet remained jquiet 
with the Rana ; who, holding a friendly corre- 
fpondence with Shaw Jehan, took an opporfimity 
of informing that prince, that his noble guelt 
was no enemy to his caufe. Jehangire had, for 
feven years, been troubled with a flight aflhma. 
His diforder encreafed toward the end of the 
preceding year ; and he refolved to make a pro- 
grefs to Cafhmire, for the benefit of the air. The 
autumn proved very feVere in'^that elevated coun- 
try. He was feized with a violent cold, which 
fell upon his lungs. The Iharpnefs and puriiy' of 
the air rendered his breathing difficult. He com- 
plained of a kind of fuffocation ; and became im- 
patient under his diforder. He commanded the * 
camp to move, with flow marches, toward Lahore. 
He was carried in a litter as far as the town of 
Multi, which flands about half way on the road 
from Caflimire. At Mutti his difficulty of breath- 
ing increafed. He was growing worfe every 
day, and the army halted. On the ninth of No- 
vember, of the year 1627, he expired ; and hav- 
ing lived fifty-eight and reigned twenty-two lunar 
years and eight months. 

Jehangire was neither vicious nor virtuous in 
the extreme. His bad aflions proceeded from 
paffion ; and his good frequently from whim. 
Violent in. his meafures without cruelty, merciful 
without feeling, proud without dignity, and ge- 
nerous 
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nerons without acquiring friends. A Have to his a.d. 
pleafurcs, yet a lover of bufincfs ; dcRitute of 
all religion, yet full of fupcrftition and vain 1037. 
fears. I'irm in nothing but m the invariable ri- ' 

gour of his jufticc, he was changeable in his opi- 
nions, and often the dupe of thofe whom lie 
defpifed. Sometimes calm, winning, and bene- 
Yolent, he gained the alFe^ions of tliofe who 
knew him not j at other times, morofe, captious, 
referred, he became terrible to thofe in wliom 
he mofl confided. In public, he was familiar, 
complaifant, and eafy to all ; he made -no diftinc- 
tion between higli and low; he heard, with pa- 
'tience, the complaints of the meaneft of his fub- 
jcGs ; and greatnefs was never a fccurity againft 
his juftice : in privaie, he was tliouglulul, 
cold, and filcnt; and he often clothed his coun- 
tenance with fuch terror, that Aftph Jah frequent- 
ly fled from his prefcncc, and the Sultana, in the 
plenitude of her influence over him, was known 
to approacli liiiu on trembling knees. His affec- 
tion for his children bordered on weaknefs. 

He was as forgetful of injuries as he was of fa- 
vours. In war he liad no abilities ; he was fond 
of peace and tranquillity ; and rather a lover 
than an encourager of the arts ol civil life. Na- 
turally averfe to tyranny and oppreflion, property 
was fccure under his admininratioii ; he had no 
avarice to render him unjuft, and he was 

the determined and implacable enemy of extortion 
in others. lie was a man of fcicnce and literary 
abilities; and the memoirs of his life, which he 
penned himfelf, do him more honour as a good 
writer, than the matter, as a great monarch. 

Upon the whole, jehangire, though not a fault- 
lefs man, tvas far from being a bad prince : lie 
had an inclination to be virtuous, and Ins errors 

proceeded 
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A.T). proceeded from a defe£l more than from a de- 
pravity of foul : His mother was thought to have 
1037’. introduced a tindure of madnefs into his blood ; 
^ and an immoderate ufc of wine and opium render- 
ed fometimes frantic a mind naturally inflamed. 

His pri- Though Jehangire was often ferious and diftant 
vate life ^ his domcflics, he was fond of throwing 

®us. off the character of the emperor, and or enjoy- 
ing freely the converfation of his fubje£ts. He 
often difappeared in the evening from the palace, 
and dived into obfcure punch-houfes, to pafs 
fome hours in drinking and talking with the 
lower fort. He had no enemies, and he w'as un- 
der no apprehenfions concerning the fafety of 
his perfon. Being in the hall of audience, ac- 
ceflible to all ranks of men, after the perform- 
ance of the ufual ceremonies, he was often 
known in his nocturnal excurfions. But the peo- 
ple loved his familiar opennefs, and did not by 
rudenefs abufe the truft repofed in them by 
their prince. He often defired his companions 
at the bowl to alk no favours of him, left Selim, 
in his cups, might promife what Jehangire, in 
his fober fenfes, wmuld not chufe to -perforrn. 
When the liquor began to inflame him, he was 
rather mad than intoxicated. He flew from one 
extreme of paflion to another j this moment joy- 
ful, the next melancholy and drowned in tears. 
When in this fituation, he was fond of arguing 
upon abftrufe fubjefls. Religion was his favourite 
topic. He fometimes praifed the Mahommedan 
faith, fometimes that of the Chriftians ; he was 
now a follower of Zoroafter, and now of Brah- 
ma. In the midft of thefe devout profeflions, 
he would, fometimes, as if ftarting from a dream, 
exclaim, That the prophets of all nations were 
iinpoftors and that he himfelf, Ihould his indo- 
lence permit him, could form a better fyftem of 

religion 
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religion than any ilic\ had impofed on the world, a d. 
When he was fober, he \ias di\encd of every 
idea of religon, ha\ing been brought op a Dcilt 1057! 
under the tuition of his father Akbnr. 

The variety of opinions, on the fubjeff 
religion, vhich prcvailtd in India, occafioncd -Jr 
great uneafinefs both to Jehangire and his father 
Akbar. Ihe tenets of Maliommedanifm, which 
the family of Timur had brought along with 
them into their conquers, were the religion ef- 
tabliihcd by law ; but the majority of their fubjefls 
were of diflcrem perfuafions. The followers of the 
Brahmin faith were the moR numerous, and the 
next were the Perfian Guebres, who worfliipped 
the element of Fire, as the bell reprefcntaiitc of 
God. The Chriftlans of Furope and of Ar- 
menia pofTeffed fcveral fafiorics in the fevcral 
cities and ports, and they wandered in purfuit 
of commerce oter all the empire. 'Ihc dif- 
ferent opinions among all thefe fcfls, on a 
fubjeck which mankind reckon of the lafl im- 
portance, were thelource of difputcs, animofiiies, 
and quarrels. Akbar was chagrined, lie tole- 
rated every religion ; he admitted men of all 
perfuafions into his confidence and fervice ; and he 
had formed ftrious thoughts of promulgating a 
new faith, which might reconcile the minds of 
all his fubjefls. He cfieenicd himfelf as equal 
in abilities to Mahommed, and he had more 
power to enforce his doGrine. But, forefeeing • 
the diflraflions which this arduous mealure 
might occafion, hedropt his defign ; and, inflead 
of efiablifhing a new faith, contented himfelf 
with giving no credit to any of the old f)fiems of 
religion Jehangire in his^outh had imbibed 
his father's principles FIc began to write a 
newcqdeof ai\inelaw j but he had neither the 
aufterity not the abilities of a prophet. He fhewed 

more 
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more wifdom in relinquifliing, than in forming 
fuch a vifionary fchemc. 

Jehangire was. fubjc6l to' violent pafTions upon 
many occafions. Complaints againfl' his nobles, 
and even againfl; his favourite fons, were received 
with an eagernefs, and a rage againfl the offen- 
ders, more eafily imagined than defcribed. When 
his mind was heated with a relation of oppref- 
fion, he often burfl out into a loud exclamation, 
“ Who in my empire has dared to do this wrong?” 
His violence flew before the accufation ; and to 
name any perfon to hitn, was to convince him 
of his guilt. Shaw Jehan had been known, when 
in the greatefl favour, to have come trembling 
before his father, at the accufation of the mcanefl 
fubjeft ; and the whole miniflry, and the fervants 
of the court, frequently flood abaflied, pale, dif- 
tant, and in terror for themfelves, when a poor 
man in rags was relating his grievances to the 
emperor. 

His exceflive feverity in the execution of im- 
partial juflice, was the great line which marks 
the features of the character of Jehangire. — 
He had no refpe£l of perfons, when he animad- 
verted upon crimes. His former favour was ob- 
literated at once by guilt ; and he perfevered, 
with undeviating rigour, to revenge upon the 
great, the injuries done to the low. The flory 
of Seif Alla remains as a monument of his favage 
• juflice. The fifler of the favourite Sultana had 
a fon by her hufband Ibrahim, the Suba of 
Bengal, who, from his tender years, had been 
brought up at court by the emprefs, who hav- 
ing no fons by Jehangire, adopted Seif Alla for 
her own. The emperor was fond of the boy ; he 
even often feated him upon his throne. ■ At twelve 
years of age Alla returned to his father in Ben- 
gal. Jehangire gave him a letter to the Suba, 

with 


JEHANGIRE. 

\riih orders to appoint him jjovcrnor of Burd- 
wan. Alla, after having .rcfided in his govern- 
ment fome years, had the misfortune, when he 
was one day riding on an elephant through the 
flrcct, to tread by accident a ch)ld to death. 
The parents of the child followed Alla to his 
houfe. They loudly demanded an exemplary 
pumfhmcnt on the driver ; and the governor, 
confidering it an accident, refufed their requeft, 
and ordered them to be driven away from his 
door. They abufed him in very opprobrious 
terms ; and Alla, proud of his rank and family, 
expelled them from the diflricl of Burdwan. 

■ Jehangire refiding, at thattime, in the city 
Lahore, they found their way, after a long jour- 
ney on fool, to tlic prefencc. They called aloud 
for judicc; and the emperor wrote a letter to 
Alla with his own hand, with peremptor)' orders 
to reflorc to the injured parents of the clnld their 
polTenions, and to make them ample amends for 
their lofs and the fatigue of their journey. The 
pride of Alla was hurt, at the viflory obtained 
over him ; and inftcad of obeying the orders of 
his prince, he threw them into prifon, till they 
made fubmilUons to him for their condii<ft. But 
as foon as they were rcleafed, they travelled again 
to Lahore. Alla was alarmed, and wrote let- 
ters to the Sultana and Afiph Jah, to prevent 
the petufoners from befng adinfitcd into the 
prefence. They hovered to no eficdl, for fome 
months, about the palace. They could not 
even come within hearing of the emperor, till 
one day, that he was taking his pleafiire in a barge 
upon the river. They prefied forward through 
the crowd; and thrice called out aloud forjuf- 
ticc. The emperor heard them, and he recoUccl- 
ed their perfons. lie ordered the barge to be 
rowed, that inftant, to the bank; and, before 

he 
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A. D. he enquired into the nature of their complaint, 
he wrote an order for them to receive a penfion 
^^37. for life, from the Imperial treafury. When they 
^ had explained their grievances, he faid not a word, 
but he commanded Alla to appear immediately at 
court. 

in the exe- Alla obeyed the Imperial command ; but he 
juiiice knew not itie intentions of Jehan^ire, which that 
prince had locked up in his own breaft. The 
youth encamped with his retinue, the night of 
his arrival, on the oppofite bank of the river j 
and fent a melTenger to announce his coming to 
the emperor. Jehangire gave orders for one of 
his elephants of (late to be ready, by the dawn 
of day ; and he at the fame time directed the pa- 
rents of the child to attend. He himfelf was up 
before it was light, and having crofled the river, 
he came to the camp of Alla, and commanded 
him to be bound. The parents v. ere mountea unon 
the elephant j and the emperor ordered the driver 
to tread the unfortunate young man to death. 
But the driver, afraid of the refentmeni of the 
Sultana, paffed over him feveral times, without 
giving the elephant the neceflary directions, i he 
emperor, however, by his threats obliged iiim at 
lafl to execute his orders. He retired home in 
lilence; and iflued out his commands to bury 
Alla with great pomp and magnificence, and that 
the court Ihould go into mourning for him for 
the fpace of two moons. — “ I loved himf’ faid 
Jehangire, “ but jullice, like neceffity, Ihould 
bind monarchs.” 

Of h s h ■- The fevere jullice of Jehangire efiabljllied tran- 
quillity through all his dominions, when they 
were not difturbed by the ambition of his fons. 
The Subas of provinces avoided oppreflion, as the 
poor had a determined avenger of their wrongs, 
in their'fovereign. He, upon every occafion, af- 

feCled 
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feded the converfation of the lower fort, 'they a.d. 
had immediate accefs to his perfoti ; and he only 
feemed pleafed, when he was humbling the pride 1037. 
of his nobles, upon the juft complaints of the'-^-r"^ 
vulgar. lie boafted of his humanity, as well as 
of his juftice. He had ufed to fay. That a mo- 
narch fliould even feel for the beaits of the field ; 
and that the birds, of heaven ought to receive 
their due at the foot of the throne. 

As foon as Jehangire expired, Afiph, at the t>aw«r 
head of the Imperial retinue, proceeded with the 
body to Lahore. When arrived on the banks of »hrone. 
the Gelum, he difpatched a Hindoo named Narfi, 
with the ring, to Mohabet, as the fignal for that 
lord to efpouie the caufe of Shaw Jeh/in. The 
will of Jehangire had been opened immediately 
upon his demife. He had, at the infiigation of 
the Sultana, named his fourth Ton Shariar, as his 
fucceflbr in the throne j but that prince had, fome 
weeks before, fet out for Lahore. When the 
news of the death of Jehangire arrived at 
that city, the prince feized upon the Imperial trea- 
fure, and encouraged the troops ro join him, by 
ample donations. The vifier was alarmed. To 
gain time for the execution of his defigns in fa- 
vour of Shaw Jehan, he proclaimed Dawir 
Buxlh, the fon of prince Chufero, emperor of 
the Moguls. His filler difapproved of this mea- 
fure j and endeavoured to raife a party in the 
camp in favour of Shariar: but he put an end to 
her fchemes, by confining her to her tent ; and 
gave ftri£l orders, that none (hould be admitted 
into her prefence. 

• Shariar, by means of the Imperial treafure, sinnir 
coUeSed together a confiderable force. Being ill 
of a venereal diforder himfelf, he appointed Bale- b'inied- 
far, the fon of his uncle, the prince Denial, to 
command his army. The troops of Afiph were 

inferior 
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p,, D. infeiior in number to thofe of Shariar ; but they 
1627, were, in fome meafure, difciplined, and^ inured 
^^37' to the field. Shariar had crofied the Gelum be- 
fore the arrival of Afiph ; who drew up his forces 
upon the firfl; appearance of the enemy. It was 
rather a flight than a battle. The raw troops of 
Shariar gaye way, before they came to blows. 
He was not .himfelf in the adion : he ftood on a dif- 
tant hill, and fell in into the current of retreat. He 
fliut himfelf up in the citadel of Lahore ; which 
was inyefted the next day by the army of Afiph. 
The friends of Shariar deferred him ; and made 
terms for ’themfelves. The unfortunate prince 
hid himfelf in a cellar within the haram. He 
was found, and dragged to the light by Ferofe 
Chan 5 and Alliverdi bound his hands with his 
girdle, and brought him to Dawir Bu.sfh. He 
was ordered to be confined ; and the fecond day 
he was deprived of fight. 

March of Narfi, the meflenger of Afiph, arrived with the 
bafi'' ^ journey of three weeks, at Chibir 

on the borders of Golconda, where Mohabet,' at 
the time, refided, with Shaw Jehan. He in- 
formed the prince of the death of Jehangirej 
and acquainted Mohabet of the plan formed by 
the vhier, to fecure the throne for the former ; 
and that Dawir Buxlh was only raifed, as a 
temporary bulwark againft: the defigiis of the 
Sultana, and to appeafe the people, who were 
averfe to Shariar. Shaw Jehan, by the advice 
of Mohabet, began his march through Guzerat. 
1 wo officers were fent with letters to the vizier ; 
and Hiffiar Chan was difpatched with pre- 
fents to Lodi, who commanded the army in the 
Decan. 

Siyplciou^ Lodi was always aveife to the interefls of Shaw 

Lodi. Je(!an. He was proud and paffionate j of high 
birth, and reputation in war. Deriving his birth 

from 
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from the Imperial family of Lodi, he even had a. D, 
views on tlic empire. Many of his nation ferved 
under him in the .army ; and confidincj in their ,oJ^’ 
attachment, lie looked with feerct pleafure upon — r-**-' 
the conichs for the throne, which were likely 
to arife in the family of Timur. He had de- 
tached a part of his army to fcize ^lalava, and all 
the Imperial tciritorics bordering upon that pro- 
vince. The meflenger of Shaw jehan was re- 
ceived with coldnels. UTie anfwcr given him 
was undecifivc and cvafivc ; and he was difmifled 
without any marks cither of refentment or favour. 

Lodi did not fee clearly before him ; and he was 
lefolvcd to take advantage of events as they fhould 
happen to rife. 

Shaw jehan having, as already mcniioncd, 
taken the rout of Guzerat, received the fubmifhon and 
of that proviticc. Seif Chan, who commanded 
for the empire, being fick, was taken in his bed j 
"but his life was fpared at the iniercclTion of his 
wife, who ' was the particular favourite of the 
fiflcr of the prince. Having remained feven 
days at Ahmedab.ad, news arrived of the viftory 
of ihctifier over ShariSr, Chidmud-Perift was 
(lifpatched to the conqueror with letters. They 
contained cxpreliions of the deeped gratitude to 
the minifter*, but he, at the fame limc,"inu- 
mated, that diflention could not ceafe but. with 
the life of the fons of Cliufcro and Danial.— 

The temporary emperor, Dawir Buxfh, had been 
dethroned and imprifoned three days before tlie 
arrival of Shaw Jehan's meflenger at Lahore. 

His brother Gurlhafp, and Baiefrir and Hofhung, 

'the fons of Danial, liad been alfo confined. To 
fhow his attachment to Shaw Jehan, the vifier 
delivered the keys of the prifon to Perifl: ; and 
that chief, to gain his madcr*s favour, ftrangled 
’the three princes that very night. Afiph made no 
enquiry concerning their deaths. He inarched 

VoL. 111. the 
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D. t|ie next day to\vard Agra, having procjaimcd 
Shaw Jehan emperor of the Moguls. 

,0^3^ Shaw jehan arriving at Ajmere, was joined, in 
jhat city,' by the .Rana andhisfqn. They 
Sh;:w je- dignified with titles ; and feyeral Qmrahs were 
raifed to higher ranhs of nobility. The govern- 
^ ' :tTient of A j mere, w’ith many rich eflates, were 

conferred upon Moh abet ; and the emperor, for 
Shaw Jehan had alTurned tliat title, marched 
to lyard Agra, and pitched his carnp in.fighbof 
that capital, pn the 31(1:; of January 1628, in 
the garden v/hich, from its beauty, y/as called the 
Idabitation of J-ight. Caffim, the governor of 
Agra,’ came with the. keys, and torched the 
ground with his forehead before the emperor ; 
who entered the . pity the next . dny? . amid the accla- 
. niatipns of the populace/. They forgot his. crimes 

in liis iplendour; and recognized tlie . right to, the 
throne,- vyhich tnurder had procured, 
jehnn- ' /Seven children were .born to the emperor Je- 
hangije : fiye fons; tind tw'p daughters. The 
frft were Chufero, Purvez, Churrum, jebahdar, 
and Shariai;. th.e daughters were Sultana Nifla, 
and Sultana Bar Banu., Chufero, Puryez, and 
Jehan’dar died before, their father : Shariar fell a 
victim to his ■ brother’s jealoufy ; and Churrum, 
under the name of Shaw Jehan, fucce.eded 'to the 
.empire.,- The prince Chufero left two fpns, pn- 
.lyir' Puxsh and Gurfhafp-: the firli had obtained 
the name pf emperor;; they were 'both.murder- 
ej., as has been . already mentioned, at Lahore, 
The children of. Purvez were a fonand a daugh- 
ter: the firlt, by d.ying..a natu.rd death foon after 
his father, prevented the dagger of -S^iiaw tehan 
.jrorn committing another murder ; and the latter 
became afterwards ; the ' wife of Dara., , the" eldcft 
fon of Snniy, jehan.-r-vTbe two, fpns of i),anial3 
Baiefar and Flo'liiiing,. had been' confined during 
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the reign of their uncle Jthangirc. Strangers to A. n, 
the world, and dcnitulc of experience, their 
nerves were relaxed by inaftivitj*, and their minds loj?. 
broken by adverfity. 'Hns Hate of debility did 
not fccure them from the jcaloufy of the new 
emperor, by whofe commands they were firang- 
led at Lahore. 'I'hc emperor, citlicr by the dag- 
ger or bow firing, difp.ncbcd all the males of the 
houfe of Timur; fo that he bimfclf and his chil- 
dren only remained of (he poftcrily of B.ibcr, 
who conquered India. 

The flate of Pcrfia fuflered no change during of 
the reign of the emperor Jcltangirc in llindoflan. 

Shaw Abas, firnatncd the Great, who was inTAuajj. 
his twentieth year on the throne of the family 
of Scifi at the death of Akbar, outlived Jehan- 
gire. He covered with fpicndtd exploits, and a 
rigorous adliercncc to juflicc, the natural feverity 
and even cruelly of his charafler ; and acquired 
the reputation of a great, ihougli not of an amia- 
ble, prince. Tlicljn»ec Tartars of Great Bucha- 
ria, who had made encroachments on the Perfian 
dominions during the interrupted reigns of the 
immediate prcdcccfTors of Abas, loll mucli of 
their confequence in the time of that viftorious 
prince. Domellic troubles and difpuics about 
the fuccelTion converted the wcHcrn Tariary into 
a feeneof blood ; and oflered an objefl of ambi- 
tion to Abas. lie invaded Chorafi'an ; he bc- 
fieged the capital Balick, but he was obliged to 
retreat, by the aflivily and valour of Bald, who 
had poflefled himfclf, after various viciflitudes of 
fortune, of the throne of the Ufbecs. Baki, 
dying in the third year of his reign, was fuc- 
cceded by his brother Wolli ; wbo being ex- 
pelled by his uncle, took refuge, with many of 
ills nobles, in the court of Shaw Abas, The 
Pcrfian alTvdcd him with an army. He was fuc- 
2 cefsful '' 
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A. D. cefsful in many engagements, defeated his uncte^'g 
forces, and took the city of Bochara ; but his 
103^ fortune changed near Samarcand, and he fell in 
a battle, which he loft. The views of Abas, on 
the weftern dominions of the Ufbecs, which had 
formerly belonged to Perfia, fell with his ally 
Walli. Emam Kulli and his brother divided 
between the empire ; and, notwithftanding the 
efforts of Abas, retained the dominion of the 
extenftve province of Choraffan. 


SHAW 
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CHAP. I. 


iiejleilkn: — Accejian of Shaw yebdn — Promoiiom 
■ — The emperor* t children — State of the empire 
with regard ta foreign powers-^Incurfion of the 
VJbecs'^War in Bundelcund’^Dtfp^tacc-^Tragi* 
cal Jlory-^and Jlighf of Chan Jehdn Lodi~^ 
Death and charafler of Shaw Ahat of Perfta~^ 
DmperoPi march to the Decan — fVar in Colcoju 
da and Tellingana^Irncpthn of the Afgam— 
The vifter Aftph takes the field* 


The ideas upon government which the Tar- 
tars of the northern Afta carried into their con- 
quers in Hindoflan, were often fatal to the pof- 
terity of Timur, hlonarchy defeends through 
the channel of primogeniture ; but dcfpoiirm 
muft never falUnto the hands of a minor* The 
prince is thecentcrofunion between all the. mem- 
bers of the date ; and, when he happens to be 
a child, the tics which bind the allegiance of the 
fubjeG are diflblvcd. Habituated to battle, and 
inured to depredation, the Tartars always adopt- 
ed for their leader, that perfon of the family of 
their princes who was mod proper for their own 
mode of life ; and loft fight of hereditary fuccef- 
fion in the convenience of the nation. When 

they 
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they fettled in better regions than their native 
country, they did not lay afide a cuflom Tuited 
only to incurfion and war. The fucceflion to 
the throne was never determined by ellabliflied 
rules ; and a door was opened to intrigue, to 
murder, and to civil war. Every prince, as if 
in an enemy’s country, mounted the throne 
through conquell ; and the fafety of the Rate, as 
well as his own, forced him, in a manner, to 
become an alfaflin, and to Rain the day of his 
acceffion with the blood of his relations. When 
therefore the Defpot died, ambition was not the 
only fource of broils among his fons. They con- 
tended for life as well as for the throne ; under 
a certainty that the firR muR be loR, without a 
poffeffion of the fecond. Self-prefervation, that 
firR principle of the human mind, converted fre- 
quently the humane prince into a cruel tyrant, 
and thus necefiity prompted men to actions, which 
their fouls' perhaps abhorred. 

Shaw Jehan had this apology for the murder 
of his relations ; and the' manners of the people 
were fo much adapted to an idea of neceffity in 
fuch a cafe, that they acquiefeed without mur- 
muiing under his government. He mounted the 
throne of the Moguls in Agra, on the firR of 
February, of the year 1628 of the ChriRian JErz ; 
and, according to the pompous manner of eaRern 
princes, affumed the titles of The true star^ 

OF THE FAITH, THE SECOND LORD OF THE 
HAPPY CONJUNCTIONS, MaHOMMED, THE 
KING OF THE WORLD. He was bom at Lahore 
on the fifth of January, IC92, and, on the day 
of his acceffion, he w'as thirty-fix folar years and 
twenty-eight days old. To drive away the memo- 
ry of the late affaffinations from the minds of the 
people, and to gratify the nobles, who had 
crowded from every quarter to Agra, he ufhered 
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in his reign with a feHivtii, whlth exceeded e^ery a n. 
thing of the kind known in that age, in tnagni- 
ficeflce and expence, 'i lie pompous flieus of the tc-X 
favourite Sultana, in the late reign, vaniOied in 
the fuperior grandeur of ihofe exhibited by Sliaw 
Jehin. 

In the nlidfl of feftivhy and joy, Shaw Jehan 
did neither forget the Hate nor the gnititudc 
which he owed to his friends. Afiph J.ih, though 
not 5’et arrhed from Lahore, was confirmed in 
the oflice of tifier. Ilis appointments to fupport 
the dignity of his ftation, as a reward for the 
part he afted, in fecUrihg the poifeirion of the 
throne to the emperor, amounted to near a mil- 
lion fierling. Moliabet, who iti Shaw jehjn’s 
progrefs from the Dccan to Agr.a, had been 
prefented with the government of Ajtncrc, was 
raifed to the high office of caj)iain.gencral of all 
the forces, and to the tide and digoity of Chan 
Chanan, or firfi of the nobles. His fon Ghana- 
zld, who had been tatfed to the title of Chan 
Zlmfin, was placed in the government of Malava. 

Behar was conferred on Chan Alum, Bengal on 
Cafim, Allahab.ffd on Janfapar Chan. The em- 
peror, ih bcflowlng the province of Cabul on 
Lifc^r, exhibited an infiance of juftice. He had, 
during his rebellion, taken eight lacks of rou- 
peesby force from that Omrah, and when he ap- 
pointed him to Cabul, he at the fame time gave 
him a draught on the treafory for the money ; 
fignifying to Lifcaf, Thil nccefiity being Re- 
moved, rliere was no excufe for the continuanc(^ 
of irijufiice.” Fifty hlahommedan nobles, to- 
gether wiih many Indian Rajas, werfe raife'd to 
honoufs, and gratified with pi^fefents. 

During theie tianfadlion^ at Ag^a, Afiph pur- Aflph nr- 
fued his journey in ve^y flow marches ffom La- 
hOr^, His filler, the favoinfite of the late em- 
peror, 
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peror, being ruined in all her fchemcs of ambi- 
tion, \yas left, in a kind of confinement at La- 
hore, in the Imperial palace. The four fons of 
. - the reigning emperor, Dara, Suja, Aurungzcbe, 
and Morad, had been fent as hoftages for their 
father s good behaviour to Jehangire. They 
weie in the Imperial camp when that monarch 
expired ; and Afiph treated them with kindnefs 
and refpedl:. He arrived at Agra on the twenty- 
lecond of March, and prefented his fons to the 
emperor, when he was celebrating the feftival of 
the Norofe, which is kept by the followers of Ma- 
hommed at the vernal equinox in every year. 
Xhe emperor was fo much rejoiced at the fight of 
ms children, who had been all born to him by his 
favourite w'lfe the daughter of Afiph, that he 
conferred upon their grandfather, the pompous 
title of I HE FATHER OF PRINCES, THE 
STRENGTH OF THE REALM, AND PROTECTOR 
Children ™^PIRE. ^ 

thirteen 

P-or. years old at the acceffion of his father to the 

twelfth, Aurungzebe in 
the tenth, and Morad in the fourth lunar year 

drpn^^ eldefi; of the emperor’s chil- 

Afinli ^ avourite Sultana, the daughter of 
fiSp^T^' P^^ncefs Jehanara, which name 

w!s fn J""" OF THE WORLD. She 

Tountd when Shaw Jehan 

rous pIp f .^tone. Senfible, lively and gene- 
her mind^^/ti m her perfon, and accompliflied in 
her father ^bfolute empire over 

ooen anrl f ^^i^^rity of difpofition with the 
of that Dr/'?r attached her to the intereft 

fure thefav^’ he owed, in a great mea- 
Koflienrai 1?°^^ ° to her influence. 

LIGHTFV.n princess OF THE EN- 

MiND, was the fecond daughter of 

Shaw 
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Shaw Jchln, and his founli child by ihc favoii- a d. 
rite Sultana. Her wit was (harp and penetrating^, 
her judgment found, her manner engaging like ii>57 
her perfon ; (lie \\as full of addref*!, and c.dcu- '-^r^ 
lated fur (Iratagcm and intrigue. She refembled 
the pervading temper of Aurungzebc, and flic 
favoured his deflgns. The cmjieTor’s third 
daughter was Surla B.lnu, or Tnc spLCNoro 
PRINCESS ; a name fuiied to her cxquillte beauty. • 

She was eafy and gentle in licr temper, foft and 
pleafing in her addrefs, humane, benevolent and 
lilent : averfe to duplicity and art, full of dig- 
nity and honourable pride. She took no part 
in the intrigues which difturbed the repofe of the 
(late, devoting her time to the accomplifiimcnts 
of her fe\’, and a few innocent amufeincnis. 

Shaw Jehan found himfelf in the peaceable ‘’f 
pofleflion of the extcnfite empire of his father, p,ft 
and he had abilities to govern it with dignity, 
juQice and precifion. Tranquillity was cflobUni- 
ed at home ; and there were no enemies to 
difturb him from abroad. Shaw Abas foon af- 
ter died in Perfia; and the feeptre fell into the 
weak and inaclive hands of Ins grandfon Sefi j a 
prince, incapable of either governing his fubjeiSls 
with dignity, or of giving any difturbance to his 
neighbours. The fpirit of the U/bccs had de- 
clined ; .and ihry were exhaullcd by difputcd fuc- 
ceflions and ciril wars. The Indian nations, be- 
yond the pale of the empire, were peaceable and 
unwarlike : incapable of committieg injuries, and 
too diflantfrom the feat of government to receive 
them. The Porlugueze, though the mod power- 
ful European nation in India, were not formida- 
ble to the empiie, though hated by the prince. 

Shaw Jehan, when in arms againlt his father, 
had folicited tlieir afliflance. 'I'hcy had not only 
jefufed him their aid, but, in a manly manner, 

. , reproached 
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reproached him for having demanded it againfl: 
his parent and fovereign. He was fenfible of the 
juftice of the reproof, and therefore could not 
forgive it. The Sultana was their enemy. She 
had accompanied her hufband to oiie'- of their 
fettlements ; and the was enraged beyond mea- 
fure again!! them for the worthip they paid to 
images. 

The difrefpeft fliewn by Lodi who commanded 
in the Decan, to Nifliar Chan the emperor’s m'ef- 
fenger, produced a fuperfeding commiffion to the 
latter againfl the former. Nifliar produced the 
Imperial mandate : but Lodi would not^ obey. 
Mohabet was ordered with a force againft the re- 
fraftory general ; and Niflrar, on account of his 
not having afted with a proper fpirit, was re- 
called. Chan Ziman, from his government of 
Malava, marched with all his forces to the aid of 
his father Mohabet. Lodi was foon reduced to 
extremities. He fent metfengers to Mohabet, 
with a requefl; of his mediation with the emperor, 
explaining away his conduct, by the difficulty of 
deciding in favour of the reigning emperor agaihfi: 
the will of Jehangire. But now,’* continues 
he, ‘‘ that Shaw Jehan remains alone of the 
pofterity of Timur, Lodi cannot hefitate to obey 
his commands.” Thefe letters were received by 
Mohabet before things came to open boflility. 
He tranfmitted them to Agra, and Lodi was re- 
flored, in appearance, to favour. 

The confuhons occafioned by the difputed fuc- 
ceffion. after the death of Jehangire, rouzed the 
ambition of Shaw Euli, prince of the Uibec Tar- 
tars. He looked upon a civil war as a certain 
event in India ; and he refolved to feize on the 
opportunity prefented by Fortune. He ordered 
ten thoufand of his bed horfe under Nidder Ma- 
hommed, accompanied with a good train of ar- 
tillery. 
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liUcry, to pencmic into the province of Cabui. a. n. 
That general entered the Imperial dominions, 
and laid ficgc to the fortrefs of Zohic. But the loj?. 
place was fo Urong, and fo well defended by 
'/ingis. who commanded the garrifori, that I\Ia- 
hommed, after fufiering a confldcrable lof?, raifed 
the ficgc. nic Ufbecs, however, did not re- 
treat to their own country. Mahommed, after 
being rcpulfed at Zohac, attempted to furpritje 
Cabul, and, having failed in the enterprize, he 
fat down before that city. 

Having fummoned tlie garrifon of Cabul to no 
purpofe, the Ufbecs began to make their ap- 
preaches. They foon advanced their batteries to 
the counlcrfcarp of the ditch, and, by a conllant 
fire, made fevcral breaches in the wall. Ziffer, 
the late Suba, had left the place; and Llfcar, 
the new governor, was not yet arrived. 'Ihc 
command of the garrifon was in Jacob Chan; 
who defended liitnfclf fo well, that the enemy was 
beat back with great lofs in a gcncr.il affault. 
iVlahornmcd, though rcpulfed, was not difeou- 
raged. lie raifed, with great labour, mounds 
to command the walls; and drove the befieged 
from the rampart. The breach, however, had 
been repaired, and the Ufbecs durfl not attempt 
to fcale tile wall:. 

The news of the invafion had, in the mean Rcpuifai. 
lime, arrived at the court of Agra ; and the em- 
peror, finding that Mohabet had fettled the alfairs 
ofthcDccan, ordered that general to the; relief 
of Cabul. Having left his fon in his command 
in the fouth, Mohabet hafiened with all expedi- 
tion to the north. Twelve tlioufand horfe at- 
tended him ; and he was to take up ilie forces of 
Punjib on his way. The fiege had now conti- 
nued three months ; the Ufbecs had again made 
a praflicable breach, and the ditch w'as almofl 

filled, 
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A D. filled, when the news of the march of Mohabet 
162 ^. ai-j-jved in the camp of Mahommed. He redou- 
1037. bled his diligence ; and the garrifon, who knew 
nothing of fuccour, began to defpair. When, 
therefore, the Ufbecs began to prepare for a fe- 
cond general afifault, the befieged fallied out with 
all their forces^ The battle was obftinate and 
• bloody ; but Mahommed was at length obliged 
to give wa)' ; and the garrifon hung on his heels 
beyond the frontiers of the province. Mohabet, 
upon the news of this defeat, returned to -Agra ; 
and civil contefis took up the attention of the 
XJfbecs at home. 

War v.Uh invafion of the Ufbccs was fucceeded by 

^ an infurreftion in the finall province of Bundel- 
cund. The Indian prince of that country, whofe 
name was Hidjar Singh, having come to pay his 
refpecls at the court of Agra, found that an ad- 
dition w'as made, in the books of the Imperial 
treafury, to the tribute which he and his ancef- , 
tors had formerly paid to the houfe of Timur. 
InRead of petitioning for an abatement of the im- 
port, he Red without taking leave of the empe- 
ror. When he arrived in his dominions, he 
armed his dependants to the number of fifteen 
thqufand men. He garrifoned his fortrefles, and 
occupied the partes which led to his country. 
The emperor was enraged at the prefumption of 
this petty chieftain. He ordered Mohabet to en- ' 
ter bis country with twelve thoufand horfe and 
•three thoufand foot, by the way of Gualiar. 
Lodi, lately'' received into favour, with twelve 
thoufand more, was commanded to invade Bun- 
delcund from the fouth ; and Abdalla, with feven 
thoufand horfe, from the eaft, by the way of 
Allahabad. 1 hefe three armies, under- three ex- 
perienced and able officers, were more than ne- 
ctilary for the fervicej but the emperor was defir- 

ous . 
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ous to fhew an in/lance of vigour tit the com- a. n. 
mencement of his reign, to raife the terror of his 
difpleafure, and to eftablifij tranquillity and good lo^y. 
order by the means of fear. w' 

The emperor himfelf marched from Agra on Rai^ of 
the twentieth of December, on a tour of pleafure 
to the foreft of Niderbari, where he hunted tigers 
for fix days, and then took the route of Gualiar, 
that he might be near the feat of war. He open- 
ed the gates of that fortrefs to all ftate piifoncrs, 
fome of whom had remained in confinement dur- 
ing the whole of the former reign. This cle- 
mency procured him popularity, and took away 
part of the odium which his bloody policy had 
already fixed on his charafter. The refraflory 
Raja was, in the mean time, prefied hard on , 
every fide. He refilled with fpirit ; but he was 
driven from poll to poll. He, as the lafl refort, 

Ihut himfelf up in his fott of Erige. Abdalla fat 
down before it ; and having made a prafllcable 
breach, ftormed the place, and put the garrifon, 
confining of three thoufand men, to the fvrord. 

The Raja made his efcape. He was ruined, but 
his fpirit w’as not broken. With the remain- 
ing part of his army he fell into the rout of Mo- 
habet; and his forces being cut off, he himfelf 
came into the hands of the captain-general. 

Mohabet carried his prifoner to the empefo'f, h- i-* 
who had returned to Agra/ Shaw Jehan was 
rigid to ‘'an extreme; and his humanity gave 
always place to policy. • He' ordered the unfortu- 
nate prince into confinement, intimating • that a 
warrant fiiould foon be iflued for his execution. 
Mohabet,^ who admired’the intrepid confiancy of 
the Raja, Ihewed an inclination to intercede for 
his life ; but the fiern looks of the emperor im- 
pofed filence upon him. He, however, the 
next day carried his prifoner into the prefence : 

the 



12 $ 

A. n. 

1628. 

Hig. 

1058, 



Mohabct 
removed 
from the 
head of 
the aimy 


THE HISTORY OF HINDOSTAN. 

the rigid darknefs of Shaw Jehan’s countenance 
continued ; and the captain-general flood at a 
diftance in clofe converfation with the Raja. 
The emperor faw them; but he was filent. The 
prince, and even Mohabet, defpaired of fuccefs. 
They came the third daj into the prefence, and 
flood, as ufual, at a diflance. The Raja was 
,in fetters, and Mohabet chained his own hand 
to that of the prifoner. “ Approach, Mohabet,” 
faid Shaw Jehan. “ The captain-general will 
have it fo ; and I pardon Hidjar Singh. But 
life without dignity is no prefent from the empe- 
lor of the Moguls, to a fallen prince ; I, there- 
fore, to his government reflore Hidjar Singh, 
upon paying fixteen lacks of roupees, and furnifli- 
ing the Imperial army with forty elephants of 
war.” 

Notwithflanding the deference which was fliewn 
to Mohabet for his great abilities, the emperor was 
jealous of his influence and popularity. He 
therefore requefled of him to refign the com- 
mand of the army on the frontiers of the un- 
conquered provinces of the Decan, together 
, with the government of Candeilh y both w'hich 
offices the captain, general difcharged, by'' Chan 
Zemau his fon. Eradit, the receiver-general of 
the Imperial revenues, was appointed to that 
important flation. He fet out from court, and 
Chan Zem^n, having refigned the army. and go- 
vernment to him, returned to Agra. This change 
in the government of the frontier provinces was 
produftive of diflurbances; ' The Nizam of Gol- 
conda, who had been kept’ quiet by the reputa- 
tion of Mohabet and- his , fon, invaded,' yp®^ 
departure of the latter, the Imperial province' of 
Candeifii. Diria, who, in fuhordinatiom to tHe 
new Suba, commanded the army, attacked the 
Nizam in a difadvantageous fituatidn,- and obliged 

, him 
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him to retreat into his own dominions, with the a. n. 
lofs of a great part of his army. ’^^3. 

The unfuccefsful attempts of the TJfbecs upon xojS. 
Cabul, in the beginning of the preceding year, 
together yvith domcftic diftrafiions confequent irmp^on 
upon their difgrace, had hitherto fecured tlie 
peace of the northern frontier of the empire. 

'fhey were, however, anxious to recover their 
loft reputation. An army of volunteers were 
collected, and the command vcfteJ in Zingis. 

That officer fuddeniy entered the Imperial domi- 
nions ; and fat down before the fort of Bamia, 
in the mountains of Cabut. The place was 
feebly garrifoned, and the Ufbccs prefled the 
fiege with vigour. It fell into their hands ; and 
Zingis having demolifhed the walls, returned, 
with the plunder of the open country, fo the 
dominions of the Ufbecs. This irruption could 
be fcarce called a war j as the fudden retreat of 
the enemy rellored the public tranquillity. 

The moft remarkable event of thefecond )ears*c»Tor 
of Shaw Jehan is the flight of Chan Jehrm Lodi 
from Agra. This nobleman, at the death of Je- 
hangire, commanded, as already mentioned, the 
Imperial army ftationed in the J)ccan. The fa- 
vourite Sultana had found means, by letters, to 
gain over Lodi to the intereft of the prince Sha- 
riar, whom fhe had rcfolved to place on the 
throne of India. Shaw Jehan, in his march to 
Agra, applied to him for a paflage through his 
government, which he abfolutely reftifed. lie 
‘ added contempt to hisrefufal; by fending a thou- 
fand roupees^ a horfe, and a drefs to the prince, 
as to a perfon of inferior dignity to himfelf. 

The meflenger of Lodi, however, had not the 
courage to deliver the humiliating prefent. He 
gave the roupees, the drefs, and the horfe to a 
ftiepherd, when he got beyond fhe walls of 

Brampour, 
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A. D. Brampour, where Lodi refided. lie, at the fame 
’^’9- time, defired the fhephcrd to return the whole to 
,'oS Lodi ; and to tell him. That if the prefents were 
not 'unworthy of him to give, they were loo in- 
fignificant for his fervant- to carry to a great 
prince. Having given ihefe direclions to the 
ihepherd. the mefienger proceeded to Shaw Jc- 
han. The piince approved of his behaviour, 
thanked him for having fuch a regard for his ho- 
nour ; and after he was fettled on the throne, raii''- 
ed the meflenger, as a reward for his fervices, to 
the rank of a noble. 

Caiifc of Shaw Jehan, being in no condition to force 
th' en }jc- through the government of Lodi, took 

lemment a long cil cuit round the hills, through wild and 
unfrequented paths. Lodi became foon fenfrble 
of his error. The defert and death of Shari&r, 
the imprifonment of the Sultana, the murder of 
Dawir Buxlh, and the accefiion of Shaw Jehan to 
the throne, came fucceffivelv to hrs cars. He 
thought of fubmifficn ; but an arm}’' was on its 
march to reduce him to obedience. Ziman, the 
fon.of Moliaber, was at the head of this for'ce j 
but Lodi being in pofkflion of an army, and an 
extenfive and rich province, the emperor gave 
to his general a commiflion to treat with that re- 
rradlory Lord. He foon clofed with the terms.' 
He was appointed to the government of Malava, 
upon his rciigning the Irxiperial divifron of the 
Hecan. Iheempei'or, however, was'not frncere 
in the pardon which he promifed. His pride re- 
volted at the indignities offer'ed him by Lodi ; 
and, at a proper oe'eafion, he refolved to punifii 
him. 


I.odi was not long in polTeflion of the govern- 
ment of Malava, when he received orders lo re- 
pair to court. As his refignation of the com- 
mand of the army might be conllrued into obe- 
dience, 
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dience, rather than attributed to fear, he was a d. 
under no apprehenfions in making his appearance 
in the prerence. An edi£t of indemnity had been 103S. 
promulgated to all the Omrahs who had oppofed 
the acceflion of Shaw Jehan to the throne ; and 
Lodi thought that there was no probability of 
his being excluded from the indulgence granted 
tootliers. He was, however, convinced of his 
error, on the firft day of his appearance at court. 

The ufher, Perift, obliged him to exhibit fome 
ceremonies of obedience, inconfident with the 
rank which he held among the nobility. He was 
fomewhat refractory, but he thought it prudent 
to fubmit. His fon, Azmut Chan, was intro- 
duced after his father. The youth was then 
but fixteen years of age. He thought that the 
uiher kept him too long proftrate upon the 
ground ; and he darted up before the fignal for 
rifing was given. The ulhcr, in a rage, ftruck 
Azmuc over the head with his rod, and infifled 
upon his throwing himfelf again on the ground. 

Azmut, full of fire and valour, drew his fword. 

He aimed a blow at the uflterV head ; but one 
of the mace-bearers warded it off, and faved his 
life. 

A fndden murmur fpread around. All fell He is d.f- 
into confufion ; and many placed their hands on 
tbeirfwords. Lodi, confidering the blow given fence, j 
to his fon, as the fignal of death, drew his dag- 
ger to defend himfelf. Huffein, his other fon, 
followed his father's example. The tumult en- 
creafed, and the emperor leapt from his throne. 

Lodi and his fons rufhed out of the prefencc. 

Their houfe was contiguous to the palace j and 
they fiiut themfelves up, with three hundred de- 
pendants. The houfe being inclofed with a flrong 
wall, no imprefiion could be made upon it with- 
out artillery 5 and as a fiege fo near the gates of 
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the palace would derogate from the majefly of 
the emperor, Shaw Jchan endeavoured to entice 
Lodi to a furrender, by a promife of pardon. 
His friends at court, however, acquainted him, 
that there was a refolution formed againft his 
life ; and he refolved to make his efcape, or to 
die in the attempt. 

Night, in the mean time, came on ; and he 
was tormented with various paffions. His wo- 
men were all around him. To leave them to dif- 
honour was intolerable, to remain was death, to 
remove them by violence, cruelty. He. was af- 
flicted beyond meafure ; and he burfl; into tears. 
His wives faw his grief, and they retired. They 
confulted together in an inner apartment. Their 
refolution was noble, but defperate 5 they raifed 
their hands againfl their own lives. The groans 
reached the ears of Lodi. He ruflied in ; but 
there was only one taper burning, which, in 
his hade, he overturned dnd extinguiflied. He 
fpoke, but none anfweied. He fearched around, 
but he plunged his hand in blood. He flood in 
filence a whilej and one of his fons having 
brought a light, difcovered to his eyes a fcene 
of inexpreflible horror. He faid not a word ; but 
the wildnefs of his eyes was expreflive of the 
tempefl which rolled in his mind. He made a 
flgnal to his two fons, and they buried the un- 
fortunate v/omen in the garden. He hung for 
fome time in filence over their common grave. 
Then flarting at once from a profound reverie, 
he iffued forth in a flate of horror and defpair. 
He ordered his drums to be beaten,' his trumpets 
to be founded. His people gathered around him. 
They mounted their, horfes in ' the court-yard, 
and hehimfelf at once threw open the gate. He 
ifliied out with his two fons; and his followers 
fell in order into his path. The Imperial troops 

were 
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valour. Scarce one hundred of his men now re- 
mained unhurt •, he himfelf was wounded in the ‘= 
right arm, and the enemy were preparing a third 
time to advance. His affairs were defperate. His 
two fons, Azmut and Hufifein, conjured him to 
attempt the river, and that they would fecure his 
retreat. “ The danger is equal,” replied Lodi, 

“ but it is more honourable to die in the field.” 
They infifted upon his retreating, as his wound 
had rendered him unfit for aftion. “ But can I 
“ leave you both,” faid Lodi, “ when I have mofl 
need of my fons ? One mull attend me in 
“ my misfortune, which is perhaps a greater evil 
than death itfelf.” A difpute immediately 
arofe between the brothers, each contending for 
the honour of covering their father’s retreat. At 
that inftant, the ufiier, Perift, who had ftruck 
Azmut in the prefence, appeared in the front of 
the Iinperialifis. ‘‘ Huffein, the thing is deter- 
“ mined j” faid Azmut, “ doft thou behold that 
“ villain, and bid me fly ?” He fpurred onward 
his horfe : his father and brother plunged- into 
the river. 

Perift was a Calmuc Tartar, of great ftrength , 
of body and intrepidity of mind. He faw Azmut 
advancing, and he ftarted from the ranks, and 
rode forward to meet him half-way. Azmut had 
his bow ready bent in his hand : he aimed an ar- 
row at Perift, and laid him dead at the feet of 
his horfe. But the valiant youth did not long 
furvive his enemy. He was cut to pieces by the 
Imperial ifts ; and the few faithful friends who 
had remained by his fide, were either flain on 
the fpot, or driven into the river and drowned. 
The conquerors had no reafon to boaft of their 
viftory ; four hundred men, and three officers of 
high rank, were flain in the aftion 5 fix nobles 
and a great number of inferior chiefs were 

wounded. 
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wounded. The latter aQion was fo fitort, tint 
it \\*as over before Lodi and lIuHcin bad extri- 
cated ihcmfclvcs from the (Ircam. When they 
afeended the oppofitc banl: of the river, they 
looked back with anxiety for Aziniit ; but A^nnic 
was no more to be feen : even his followers were, 
by that time, fiain; and the \iilors, with fiiouts 
of triumph, pofTened the further fliorc. 

Lodi had no time to deliberate, none to in- 
dulgc his grief for Anmut. The enemy Iiad al- 
ready plunged into the dream ; and he made the 
bed olhis W’ay from the bank, lie entered liis 
own province of Malava, bet the Iinperialills 
were clofc at his heels. Before he could collect 
his friends, he was overpowered !)y numbers, and 
defeated in fevcral a£lions. He was at lensili 
driven beyond the bovmdartes of MaUwa, He 
continued his (light to Bundeb, with a few adhe- 
rents who had joined him^ and he maimainid, 
with great bravery, every pjfs againd the troops 
that purfued Itim in his retreat. I'hc Impenalifls, 
however, being at lenglli haralTcd by long marches, 
bad roads, and continual (kirmidiing, gave over 
the purfuit, Lodi remained a few days at Bun- 
dela, then he traverfed the provinces of Berfir 
and Odipour, in his rout to Golconil.i, and pre- 
fented himfclf before the Nizam at Douhiabak 
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That prince received the unfonunaie lugiiive wiili 
open arms, a warm fricnddiip having, for foins 
years, fubfided between them. 

The emperor expreded great uncafinefs at the i/n-Tfi- 
efcape of Lodi. He knew his abilities, he "as 
acquainted with his uiidevhting perleverance. 
High-fpirited and a£live, Lodi loved danger, as 
furnifiiing an opportunity for an exertion of liis 
great talents; and he was always did,outcntcd 
and uncafy at that tranquillity for which mankind 
in general offer up their prayers to Heaven. 'I he 


more 
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more noble and generous paflions of mind 
were now up in arms. His pride bad rouzed 

by the indignities thrown upon hini’ 
aferibed the death of Itis wives and of gallant 
fon to ti e pciHdy of Shaw jcTan. His| haughty 
temper roAolted againll rubnilfhonj and P^'^" 
deuce hubad him to li.'fen any mort; td pardons 
tlvatweie not hmxrc. 'Hie emperor M^w -the 
rrian \^iiii win ni he had to contend; aii 
alarmed at the jicw.s ol his arrival in Decan. 
He ibrefaw a ftoni! in that quarter, fliP^W time 
be given to i.odi to reconcile the jarrinf? interefts 
of princes', who \veie the avowed enemi'^^ 
houfe of 'J’imiir. Shaw Jelian was natu^‘'^b' Pro- 
vident. He judged of lulurity by the P*^^ j 
he was rapid in decifion. He thought ^he objedl 
not unworthy of his prefence, on the fpidhern 
frontier of his empire ; and he ordered army 
to be drawn together, that he might command 
them in the e.'-.pcded war in perfon. 

T>eath and During thefe tranfadlions, an ar- 

rived from Shaw /^bas of PciTia, td felicitate 
Shaw Jehan on his acceflion to the thf°rie. He 
had fcarce made his public entrance, '^hen the 
news of his maffer’s death arrived, ^bas died 
in the month of January of the year 1^29, after 
a reign of fifty years over Choraffan, ^rid more 
than forty-two as fovereign of all De 

was a prince of a warlike difpofitiopj ^ good 
ftatefman, a deep politician, a great conqueror. 
But he was cruel .and prodigal of 
never forgave an enemy ; nor though^ be ever 
fufficiently rewarded a friend. Seve^^ his 
juft ice beyond example, he rendered \'^bat is in 
itfelf a public good, a real evil. He, knew no 
degrees in crimes ; death, which is airjo^g man- 
kind the greateft puniftiment^ was the “i- 
flidted by Abas, v Though given to oppteftion 

himfelf, 
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himfelf, he permitted none in others. He was A. D. 
the monarch, and he would be the only tyrant, 

He delighted in curbing the haughtinefs of the lo^o’. 
nobility: he took pride in relieving the poor.' — 

All his fubjefts had accefs to his perfon. He 
heard their coinpI«aints, and his decifions were 
immediate and terrible. His people, therefore, 
became juft through fear ; and he owed a reign 
of half a century to the terrors witli which lie 
furrounded his throne. He was palfionate and 
violent to a degree that fometimss perverted his 
judgment; and he who boafted of holding the 
fcales of juft dealing between mankind, broke 
often forth into outrageous acts of injudice. 

During his life, he was refpeded by all ; but his 
death was lamented by none. 

The great preparations made by Shaw Jchan Prepir* 
for an expedition into the Decan, detained him 
at Agra till the fourth of February of the 1631 
of the Chriftian iEra. He placed himfelf at the 
head of one hundred thoufand horfe ; which, to- 
gether with infantry, artillery and attendants, 
increafed the number of the army to three hun- 
dred thoufand men. He advanced toward the 
Decan; and the governors of the provinces 
through which he pafled, fell in with their forces 
into his line of march. On the borders of Chan- 
Ue. Ecadit Cbaxu, rjxe. Saba, of 

the province, who conduced him to his own re- 
fidence, the city of Brampour. The emperor 
encamped his army in the environs of Brampour ; 
and difpatched mefiengcrs to the tributary princes 
of the Decan. The principal of thefe were, Adil 
fovereign of Bejapour, Kuttub,' who ftyled him- 
felf king of Hydrabad and Tellingana, and the 
Nizam prince of Golconda. He threatened them 
with utter deftrufiion fliould they not come per- 
fonally to make their fubmiftion, after having 
* dilbanded 
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dlfbanded the armies which they had raifed to 
fupport the rebellion of Lodi. He alfo recom- 
mended to them, either to deliver up or expel 
the man who had, by encouraging their fchemes, 
projected their ruin. They fent evafive anfwers 
to thefe demands ; and , continued their preparar 
tions for war. 

The fudden arrival of the emperor with fuch a 
DeVaii g^£3.t force, was, however, premature for the 
affairs of Lodi. He had not yet been able to 
unite the armies of his allies, nor to, raife a fuf- 
ficient force of his own. 'I'he terror of the Im- 
perial army had made each prince unwilling to 
quit his own dominions, left they fliould become 
the theatre of invafion and war. They faw the 
ftorm gathering, but they knew not where it was 
to fall : and when they were afraid of all quarters, 
they took no effedtual means for the defence of 
any. They were befides divided in their councils. 
Ancient jealoufies and recent injuries were re- 
membered, when the good of the whole was for^ 
got. Diftruft prevailed, indecifton and terror 
followed ; and the unfortunate Lodi, in fpite of 
his activity, his zeal and abilities, found but fmall 
ground on which he could reft his hopes. 

The emperor, in the niean time, was piqued 
at the inattention which princes, whom he con- 
fidered as tributaries, had fiiewn to his embafly. 
He refolved upon revenge. The Nizam, as be- 
ing the firft who had received Lodi under his 
proteftion, was the firft objedl of his refentment. 
He raifed Eradit, the governor of Chandeifh, to 
the title of Azim Chan, and fubmitted an army 
of twenty-five thoufand men to . his command. 
The force was not judged fufficient for the reduc- 
tion of the Nizam ; but the emperor would not 
truft Eradit with’ the abfolute command of a more 
numerous army. He fell upon the expedient of 
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Oetaching two other armies, confifling each of 
fourteen thoufand horfe, under the feparate com- 
mands of Raja Gop Singh and Shaifta Chan. 
Thefe two generals were to a£l in conjunflicn 
with Ej dit, but they were not abfolutely under 
his orders. The three armies began their march 
from the capital cf Chandeifli, about the vernal 
equinox of the 1631 of the Chrldian iEra, and 
took the rout of Dowlatabad. 

The emperor, in the mean t[me, remained at 
Brampour. Forces from various quarters crowd- 
ed daily into his camp. He detached feven thou- 
fand horfe, under Raw Ruton, toward 'i'ellin- 
gana; and as many more, under the conduct 
of Abul Huflein, into rhe principality of Nafic, 
in the mountains ofBallagat. 'Ihe Raja of Na- 
fic had infulted Shaw Jeh.in in his exile and mif- 
foTtunes ; nor did he ever forget an injury which 
affefted his pride. 'J‘he Hindoo prince fuffered 
for his infolence; his country being, without 
mercy, fubjefled to fire and fword. The empe- 
ror told HufTein at parting: “ The Raja of Na- 
fic liftened not to me in my difirefs 5 and you 
mull teach him how dangerous it is to infult a 
man, that may one day be fovereign of the 
world.” The expreffion alluded to his own 
name; but a jeft was unfit for the tragedy which 
was afted in the defolated country of Nafic. 

The firft account of the fuccefs of Shaw Je- 
ban’s arms arrived at Brampour, from Bakir the 
governor of Orifla. That province lying conti- 
guous to Golconda, Bakir had received orders to 
make a diverfion on that fide. He accordingly 
had marched with a confiderable force; and 
found the fide of the country nearefi; to Orifia 
uncovered with troops. He laid fiege to Shudda, 
Shikerifl, Chizduar and Berimal, places of great 
ftrength in Golconda; and they fell fuccefiively 
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into his hands. The news of this fuccefs pleafed 
the more the lefs it was expected. In the 
fplendour of the other expeditions, that under 
Bakir was forgotten; and the emperor fcarce 
remembered that he had given orders tc* Suba 
to invade the enemy, when he heard that he had 
penetrated into the heart of their country. Ho- 
nours were heaped upon him ; and his melfengers 
were loaded with prefents. 

Though Lodi had failed in bringing the united 
force of the confederates into the iteid, he led 
the councils of the courts of Golconda and Bija- 
pour. By reprefenling to them, that when they 
fought one by one all fltould be overcome, they 
fubmitted their armies to his command. He ad- 
vanced immediately toward the Imperialifls, and 
threw himfelf into the paffes of the mountains 
before Eradil, who made many vain efforts to 
penetrate into Golconda. A reinforcement of 
nine thoufand men were detached to him from 
the Imperial camp, frothing W’ould do. His 
fituation and abilities enabled Lodi to counteradl 
all his motions ; and he either remained inadlive, 
or loft numbers in fruitlefs attempts. An army, 
w'hich penetrated from Guzerat into the countries 
on the coafi or Malabar, w'as not fo unfuccefsful. 
The ftrong fovtrefs of Chandwar fell into their 
hands ; and they fpread their devaftations far and 
wide. I 

Shaw Jehan was not in the mean time idle at 
Brampour. Though he diredled all the motions 
of the armies, Ife w'as not forgetful of the civil 
government of his vaft empire. With a juftice 
which bordered on feverity, he quaflied all petty 
diftuvbances through his dominions. He inquir- 
ed minutely into every, department. He heard 
all complaints againft his own officers ; and when 
the people were aggrieved, he removed them 

. from 
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from tliclr cmploymcrjfs. Nor wa? lie, in ihc a n. 
midfl <)1 pubhc liubncfs, iicgliijcni of thnl gran* j®*’* 
dcur am! inagnlficcnec which, by TaiHng awe in tsrL 
hir fubjeeV, j;i\c weight to Ins comtnauds. Ue 
fcltv'.ci! a luruired out of the foni of the nobility, 
who were of thj nm!l iliflinguifiicd merit, anil 
created them Umra! s in one day. He gaNc to 
cacli a goMen nnce, **nt1 they weic, liy iltrir in* 
Hitution, alwn\s to attciul the prefenre. iliey 
were ail tiniformls dri-Hcil in cinhruulcrcd cloailts 
with golJcn helmets, fwords inhnJ, ami fiticld* 

OuJded V itli gold. When the emperor rode 
abroad, thefe attended liim, with drawn fibres, 
rdl mountitl on ttnt Arabnn horfet. Out of ihcfc 
be cliofc hi oGccrs; 'in! when he fenl any of 
them on ftriicc, Iih phec was immcdbtclv lup* 
plied from inoilier lorps who, iliough nor dignU 
lied \Mtli fiiltt, Were equipped in the fame man- 
ner, only lint (heir ornamtm^ were of fiber. 

'ilic;, alio attended the emperor on horfeback, 
when he rode* abroad. 

Ibadit, l).uing dcfpaitcd of being able to force 
the pifie* of the mountains where I.odi waspoHed 
with the army of the confederates, dircilcd his 
march another way. He was clofc purfued by 
Lodi with twebe tlioufand horfe*. That general, 
finding a proper opportunity, attacked tlic Impe- 
rialiib with great vigour, threw* them into confu* 
fion, and went near routing the whole army. 

Six Omrahs of rank fell on the Imperial fide; 
but Lrndit lilting formed Im army in order of 
battle, Lodi thought proper to give way, and to 
IhcUcr himfelf in the hills. Kr.idil look advan- 
tage of hb retreat, and hung clofc upon his heels : 

— but I.odi had (he addrcis not to offer battle, 
excepting upon uiicquil terms on the fide of the 
enemy. lie in the mem time haraffed the Impe- 
rial army with flying fquadrons; cutting off their 

convoys, 
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A.D. convoys, defeating their foraging parties, and 
laying wafte the country in their rear. Nor was 
loS. the expedition nnder Kaw Ruton into Tellingana 
^ attended with more fuccefs than tliat under Era- 
dit. The general was inactive, and the army 
weak. Raw Ruton was recalled, and difgraced 
for his inaftiviry ; and Nazir Chan took the com- 
mand of the Imperial troops in Tellingana. 

Afgans The aftive fpirit of Lodi was not confined to 
rcpuifed. Operations of the field. No llranger to the 
fuperior power of the emperor, he armed againfl 
him, by his emiflaries, the Afgans of the north. 
They iffued from their hills to make a diverfion 
on that fide. They were led by Kemnal, the 
chief of the Rohilla tribe ; and they entered Pun- 
jab, with a numerous but irregular army. The 
projed failed. The emperor defpifed too much 
the depredatory incurfion of naked barbarians, 
to be frightened by them from his main objed. 
He contented himfelf with fending orders to the 
governors of the adjacent provinces to repel the 
invaders. The Afgans accordingly were oppofed, 
defeated, and driven with little lofs on the fide 
of the empivs^, to (belter themfelves in their na- 
tive hills. The projed of Lodi, though well 
planned, fell Taort of the intended effed. 

Eradit fu- The flow pi'ogrefs made by Eradit, againfl; 
fnthSom- condud and abilities of Lodi, induced the’ 
mand of cmperor to think of fuperfeding him in his com- 
thc army, promifed to himfelf fuccefs, from 

the great fuperiority of his army in point of num- 
bers, and the difappoinlnient fell heavy on his 
ambition and pride. To place himfelf at the 
head of the expedition, was beneath his dignity ; 
and his prefence was otherwife neceflary' at Bram- 
pour, as the place moft centrical for -conveying 
his orders to the different armies in the field. 
Befides, the civil bufinefs of the (late, the folid 

regulation 
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TcpuUtion of uhich he had rnwcli at heart, re- A n. 
quirccl lijs attention and application. He there- 
fore rcfolvcd to fend his vificr Afipli into die »»4o. 
field. His name was great in the empire ; and 
his abilities in war were, at leafi, equal to his 
talent for managing the affairs of peace. 
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CHAP. ir. 


The Vifwr commands ihc army — Defeat of the con- 
federates — Flight, misfortunes, and death of Lodi 
— Progrefs of the war in the Dtcan — Death of 
the favourite Sultana — /I famine — Peaee in the 
Decan — Emperor returns to Agra — Perfecution 
of Idolaters — War with the Po/ tugueze — Their 
fadlory taken — Raja of Bundela reduced and 
/lain — Marriages of the princes Dara and Suja 
—Vdar in the Decan — Goiconda reduced — Death 
of Mohabel — Affairs at court. 


1. HE vifier, in obedience to the emperor’s or- 
ders, fet out from Brampour on the nineteenth 
of November, with a fplendid retinue, together 
■Vifier ^ reinforcement of ten thoufand horfe. He 

takes the took the command of the army upon his arrival 
ofThTar^ in the mountains, and Eradit remained as his 
my. lieutenant ; the emperor diflruhing more the abi- 
lities than the courage and fidelity of that Omrah. 
The name of Afiph, at the head of the army, 
ftruck the confederates with a panic. They were 
no ftrangers to his fame ; and they began to be 
conquered in their own minds. They refolved 
to retreat from their advantageous pofl. Lodi 
lernonftrated in vain* They had taken their re- 

folution. 
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folution, and would not hear him. Ilis haughty a.D. 
fpirit was difgudod at their cowarilicc. .Several 
nobles, formerly his friends, had jt.'incc! him in 1^4^. 
his misfortunes, with their retinues. They ad- -*y^ 
hered to his opinion, and refolvcd to hand by 
Ids fide, 'i'hey took poHcfilon of advantageous 
ground ; and liiey engaged the vificr with great 
Tcfokuion and conduct. The battle \^as long 
equal: numbers at *laft prevailed. Lodi and his 
^ brave friend Diria Chan covered the retreat of 
* their party, \\hilft they thcmfclvcs fiowly retired. 

The field of aflion and the pafles of the moun- 
tains remained to llic vificr, who immediately 
detached a great part of the army under Ins lieu- 
tenant Kradit to Doudaiab.^. 

The Nizam, being advanced in years, was un- Th- Ki- 
fit for the fatigues of the field. He had remain- porJs^’”’ 
cd in his capital ; but as foon as lie heard of the t"®** 
approach of Eradit, he evacuated the city, and 
fhut himfelf up in the citadel, which was thought 
impregnable. Lodi, after his defeat, made the • 
belt of his way to Doulaiabad, with an intention 
of throwing himfelf into that capital, to defend 
it to the lalt extremity. He was too late by fome 
hours : Eradit was in the city. He fled, and 
took poflefnon of a pafs near Dowlaiabad, where 
he defended himfelf till night, agr.inft the whole 
force of the Imperialifts. He efcaped in the dark, 
and wandered over Golconda. The army of the 
Nizam had, by this time, thrown, thcmfelves into 
the fortrefles, and the oj^en country was over-run 
by the enemy. To complete the misfortunes of 
that prince, his nobles daily deferred liim, with 
their 'adherents, and joined Shaw Jehan. He 
began ferioufly to think of peace, and difpatched 
ambaflTadors both to the emperor and to the 
vifier. 
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The emperor had given indrudlons to Afipli 
to liften to no terms, without a preliminary arti- 
cle, that Lodi fliould be delivered into his hands. 
The alTairs of the Nizam were defperate ; and 
Lodi was afraid that neccfiity would get the better 
of frienduiip. He now confidered his allies as his 
greatefi: enemies, and he refolved to fly from Gol- 
conda. The emperor had forcfeen what was to 
happen, and he placed flrong detachments in all 
the paiies of the mountains. Notwithflanding- 
this precaution, in fpite of the general orders for 
feizing him difperfed over the country, Lodi forced 
his way, with four hundred men, into Malava, 
and arrived at the city of Ugein. Shaw Jehan 
was no fooner apprifed of his efcape, than he fent 
Abdalla: in purfuit of him with ten thoufand horfe. 
Abdalla came up with the fugitive at Ugein, but 
he efcaped to Debalpour ; and being alfo driven 
from that place, he furprifed Sirong, where he 
feized feverai Imperial elephants; and with thefe 
he took the route of Bundela. 

Misfortune purfued Lodi wherever he went. 
The Raja’s fon, to gain the emperor’s favour, fell 
upon him. In the a6;ion pe loft many of his 
beft friends. Diria was the firft who fell ; and 
the unfortunate Lodi gave up his foul to grief. 
He fled; but 'it was to accumulated mifery. He 
fell in, the very next day, with the army of Ab- 
dalla ; there fcarce was time for flight. His eld- 
eft fon, Mahommed Aziz, ftopt, with a Tew 
friends, in a narrow part of the road ; and de- 
voting their lives for the fafety of Lodi, were cut 
off to a man. He waited half the night on a 
neighbouring hill, with a vain expectation of the 
return of his gallant fon. All was filent; and 
the unhappy father^ was diffolved in tears. The 
noife of arras approached at laft ; but it was the 
enemy, recent from the flaughter of his fon and 

his 
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his friends. He fled toward Callcnger ; but Seid a. d. 
Amud, the governor of that place, marched out 
againft him. A (kirmifti enfued : Lodi was defeat- 1041’. 
ed ; Huflein, the only fon left to him, was flain,and 
his adherents were now reduced to thirty horfe- 
men. He was purfued with fuch vehemence, that 
he had hot even time for defpair. 

Abdalla, hearing of the low ebb of Lodi’s for- and death 
tune, divided his army into fmall parties, to fcour 
the country. A detachment under Muziffer Chan 
fell in with the unfortunate fugitive. When he 
faw the enemy at a fmall diflance, he called toge- 
ther his thirty followers. “ Misfortune,” faid he, 

“ has devoted me to rum: it is in vain to ftruggic 
“ longer againft the ftream. 1 have loft my 
” fons ; but your attachment, in the laft extreme, 

** tells me I have not loft all my friends. I only 
“ remain of my family, but let me not involve 
“ you in the deftruf^ion which overwhelms me 
“ without refource. Your adherence is a proof 
“ that I have conferred favours upon you : per- 
mit me to a(k one favour in my turn. It is 
— that you leave me— and fave yourfelves by 
“ flight,” They burft»all into tears, and told 
him, that was the only command from him which 
they could not obey. He was filent, and gave 
the fignal with his fword to advance. Muziffer 
was aftonlflied when he faw thirty men marching 
up againft his numerous detachment. He ima- 
gined they were coming to furrender themfelves. 

But when they had come near his line, they put 
their horfes on a gallop, and Muziffer ordered 
his men to fire. A ball pierced Lodi through 
the left breaft ; he fell dead at the feet of bis 
horfe, and his thirty faithful companions were 
cut off to a man. 

Such was the end of Chan Jehan Lodi, after a HU cha- 
feries ©f uncommon roislonunes. He was 
VoL. III. S feended 
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fcended of the Imperial family of Lodi, who held 
the fceptre of India before the Moguls. His 
mind was as high as his defcent: his courage 
was equal to his ambition. He was full of ho- 
nour, and generous in the extreme. His pride 
prevented him from ever gaming an enemy, and 
he never loft a friend. The attachment of his 
followers to his perfon, is the beft eulogy on the 
benevolence of his mind ; and the fears of the 
emperor aie irrefragable proofs of his abilities. 
Thofe misfortunes, therefore, which might have 
excited pity had they fallen upon others, drew 
admiration only on Lodi. We feel compaflion 
for the weak ; great men are a match for adver- 
fity : the conteft is equal, and we yield to no 
emotion but furprize. 

When the news of the death of Lodi arrived 
’ in the Imperial camp, Shaw Jehan betrayed every 
fymptom of joy. The head of the unfortunate 
rebel was placed above one of the gates of th'e 
city of Brampour. Abdalla was carefled for his 
fervices. Valuable prefents were given him, and 
he was dignified with the fplendid title of. The 
SUN OF Omrahs, and the victorious in war. 
hluzilTer, whofe fortune it was to kill Lodi, was 
railed to the dignity of the deceafed, being af- 
terwards diftinguifiied by the name of Chan Je- 
han, The negociaiions for the re-eftabliftiment 
of peace between the emperor and the confederate 
princes of the Decan, was, in the mean time, 
broke off by the too great demands on the part 
of Sliaw Jehan. Hoftiiities were accordingly 
recommenced, and Eradit was left in the com- 
niand of the army ; the public bufinefs demand- 
ing the prefence of the vifier at court. The con- 
lederates had, as has been already obferved, re- 
tired from the field into their flrong holds. The 
war was converted into a fucceftion of fieges. The 
forlrcfles were ftrong, the garrifons determined, 

and 
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and the Impcmlids unJkUful; bin the emperor a. 

\vas obflinafc, and would not abate from his firft: jj?'* 
demands. 'Hjc confcqucncc wa<, that Shaw Jc- ic^'. 
ban, after a war of two years, in which lie loll 
multitudes of men by tatninc, difeafe, and tlic 
fword ; and after having expended prodigious 
treafuret, found himfclf pofleffed of a few forts, 
his army tired out with inclTcflua! hoililities, and 
the enemy diflrcfTcd, but not vauqutfiicd. 

A minute detail of .unimportant campaigns Pftpffr*or 
would be tedious and dry. UnintcrcOing par- ('j’/i 
ticulars and events fcarce llanip a fufiiciem value 
on time, to merit the pen of the luflorbn. In 
the fumucr of edji, Daniawir, the llrongcfl 
fort in Golconda was taken. In the beginning of 
the year 1632, Candumar in Tellingana, uhich 
was deemed imprcgnalile, fed into tlic h.inds of 
the Impcrialins. Little treafure was found in 
either, 'flic Patan princes never had a difpofition 
for hoarding up wealth. A fierce, warlike, and 
independent race of men, they valued the hard 
tempered Heel of their fwords more than gold and 
fdver, which the refi of mankind fr> much prize. 

On the cighiccmh day of July, 16 v, died in n-iU* and 
child.bed, about two liours alter the birth of a 
princefs, the favourite Sultana, Arjemund Il.inu, uiu. 
the daughter of Afiph Jah. She lud been twen- 
ty years married to Shaw Jeh-iii, and bore him a 
child almofl every year Four fons and four 
daughters furvived her. When her hulband af- 
cended the throne, lie dignified her with the title 
of Mumtaza Zeuvlni, or. The Mo»r i.XALTro 
OF THE ACE. Though fhc fddom interfered in 
public affairs, Shaw J chan owed the empire to 
Iier influence with her father. Nor was lie 
ungrateful: he loved her living, and lanunted 
her when dead. Calm, engaging, and mild 
in her difpofition, (he ergrolfcd his, s\liole 
S 2 affedion : 
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A. D. affection : and though he maintained a number 
of women for ftate, they were only the Haves of 
?o 42 ' her pleafure. She was fuch an enthufiaft in Deifm, 
'v-— , — ^ that fhe fcarce could forbear perfecuting the Por- 
tuguefe for their fuppofed idolatry ; and it was 
only on what concerned that nation, fhe fuffered 
her temper, which was naturally placid, to be 
ruffled. To exprefs his refped: for her memory, 
the emperor raifed, at Agra, a tomb to her name, 
which coft in building the amazing fum of feven 
hundred and fifty thoufand pounds. 

Public ca- The death of the Sultana was followed by pub- 
lamitics. calamities of various kinds. The w^ar in the 
Decan produced nothing but the .defolation of 
that country. An extraordinary drought, which 
burnt up all vegetables, dried up the rivers, and 
rent the very ground, occafioned a dreadful fa- 
mine. The Imperial camp could, not be fupplied 
with provifions : diftrefs prevailed over the .whole 
face of the empire. Shaw Jehan remitted the taxes 
in many of the provinces, to- the amount of three 
millions^^terli^g ; he even opened the treafury for 
the relief of the poor ; but money could hot pur- 
chafe bread : a prodigious mortality enfued j dif- 
eafe followed clofe on the heels of famine, and 
death ravaged every corner of India. The fear- 
city of provifions prevailed ip Perfia : the famine - 
raged with fiili greater violence in the Weflern 
Tartary. No rain had fallen for feven years in 
that country. Populous and flouriffling provinces 
were converted into folitudes and defarts j and a 
lew, who efcaped the general calamity, wandered 
through depopulated cities alone. 

But a? if famine and difeafe were not fufficient 
to clcflroy mankind, Afiph Jah, who had refumed 
the command of the army, allified them with the 
fv.’ord. lie trod down the fcanty harveff in the 

Decan ; 
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Decan ; and ravaged with fire and fword the a. d. 
kingdom of Bijapour. Adil Shaw, the fovereign [^^33* 
of the country, came into terms when nothing 104?- 
wasleft worthy of defence. He promifed to pay 
an annual tribute to the houfe of Timur, and 
to own himfelf a dependant on the empire. Mo- 
ney was extorted from the Nizam, and from 
Kuttub, prince of Tellingana. The conditions 
were, That the emperor Ihould remove his army; 
but that he fliould retain, by way of fecurity for 
their future behaviour, the ftrong holds which 
had fallen into his hands. Such was the end of a 
war, begun from motives of conqueft, and con- 
tinued through pride. The emperor, after 
fquandering a great treafure, and lofing a multi- 
tude of men, fat down without extending his 
limits, without acquiring reputation. His great 
fuperiority in point of flrength, when compared 
to the fmall force of the confederates, prevented 
battles which might yield him renown. He waft- 
ed his ftrength on fieges, and had to contend 
with greater evils than the fwords of the enemy. 

He, however, humbled the Patan power in India, 
which, during the diftraftions occafioned by his 
own rebellion in the preceding reign, had become 
formidable to the lamily of Timur. 

The emperor returned not to Agra, from thc^'f'^'nof 
unprofitable war in the Decan, till the feventh of ior 
March of the year 1633. Eradit was left in Agra, 
the city of Brampour, in his former ofiice of 
governor of Chandeilh. He, however, did not 
long continue to execute the duties *of a commif- 
fion which was the greateft the emperor could be- 
ftoiv. The command of the army ftaiioned on 
the frontiers of the Decan, had been annexed to 
the fubaihip of the province ; and though Shaw 
Jehan was in no great terror of Eradit’s abilities, 
he, at that time, placed no truft in his fidelity, 

The 
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The command and the province were ofFered to 
the vificr ; who was alarmed led it might be a pre- 
tence of removing iiim from tlic prefencc. He 
covered his diflike to the meafurc with an a£l of 
gencrofity. Me recommended Mohabet to the 
office dedined for himfelf; and the emperor, 
though, from a jealoufy of that lord’s reputation, 
he had kept him during the war in tlie command 
of the army near Brampour, confented to grant 
his requed. He, however, infinuated to Moha- 
bet, that he could not fparc him from liis councils; 
and, therefore, recommended to him to appoint 
his fon Chau Ziman his deputy, in the province 
of Chandeini. 

The emperor had obferved, that during the 
didrefs occafioncd by the late famine, the fuper- 
ditious Hindoos, indead of cultivating their lands, 
flew to the fi rines of their gods. Though nei- 
ther an enthufiad, nor even attached to any fydem 
of religion, he was enraged at their negleft of 
the means of fubfillcnce, for the uncertain relief 
to be obtained by prayer. ‘‘ 'i'hey have a thoU' 
fand gods,” faid he, “ yet the thoufand have not 
been able to guard them from famine. This army 
of divinities,” continued he, “ indead of being 
beneficial to their votaries, didra£l their attention 
by their own numbers ; and I am thcrelore de- 
termined to expel them from my empire.” Thefe 
were the words of Shaw Jehan, when he figned 
an edift tor breaking down the idols, and for 
demoiifhing the temples of the Hindoos. The 
meafure wa& impolitic, and, in the event, cruel. 
The zealous followers of the Brahmin religion 
rofe in uefence of their gods, and many enthu- 
flads were maflTacred in their prefence. Shaw 
Jehan faw the impropriety of the perlecutlon ; he 
recalled the edift, and was heard ^ to fay, That 
a prince who wifhes to have iubiefts, mud take 

them . 
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A.D. he laid up the far cafm in his mind. He, there- 
fore, liilened with ardour to the reprefentations 
10^4 of Cafiin j and ordered him to invefl liugley. 

— 1~^ Cafim, in confequence of Imperial orders, ap- 

tfj - n by peared with an army before the Fortugueze fado- 
aflauh. Their force was not fufficient to face him 

in the field j and he immediately made his ap- 
proaches in form. A breach was made, and the 
ditch filled up in a few days ; and the Imperialifts 
carried the place by affault. The Fortugueze, 
however, behaved with bravery. They continued 
to fight from their houfes. Many tvere killed, 
and the living propofed terms. 4 h v offered half 
their effeds to Cafim ; they prcmifel to pay an 
annual tribute of four lacks, upon condition that 
they fhould be permitted to remain in the country, 
in their former privileges of trade. The vidor 
would liflen to no terms until they laid down their 
arms. Three thoufand fouls fell into his hands. 
Their lives were I'pared j but the images, which 
had given fo much offence to the favourite Sulta- 
* na, were broken down and deflroyed. I'hefe 
were the firfl hoflilities againfl Europeans re- 
coidcd m the hiftories of tbeEafl. 

Revolt of The petty war with the Fortugueze, was fuc- 
of by the fecond revolt of the Raja of Bim- 

U: dela. The terms impofed upon him at the redudi- 

on of his country by Mohabet, were too fevere j 
and he only had remained quiet to prepare for 
another effort againfl the Imperial power. Au- 
rungzebe, the third fon of the emperor, w'as fent 
againfl him, under the tuition of Nuferit, the 
Suba of Malava. This was the firfl opportunity 
given to that young lion of rioting in blood. The 
Raja, though much inferior in force, was obfli- 
nate and brave. Pofftffed of many flrong holds, 
he refolved to (land upon the defenfive, againfl an 
enemy whom he could not, with any affurance of 

vidory. 
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viflor}', face in the field. 'Ihc \^ar vas pro- a n 
lia'E^cJ for two >caTS. Jwdgcr Singh immtained 
c\er) poll to ihclafl; am! he in one uu,^ 

place, only to retire with accucmiUrcd fortituJe — 
to another. Aurungzebe, though but thirteen 
)ear< of age, difplajcd that martial intrepidity 
which dihinguiihcd the reft of hi^ lile. He 
could not, by the influence of Nuftrir, be re* 
ftrained in the camp: he was prefent in c\cry 
danger, and fltewed an elevation of mind in i(ic 
time of action, which pro\cd that he was born 
for tumult and wrr. 

'Ihc lafl place which remained to the Raja fji» mif- 
his capital city j and in this he was cloftly btlitgcd. 
lit was hemmed in on every fidt b\ the Imperial 
army*, and the circle grew narrower cverv day. 
Htfolution was at lall converted into dtfpair. 

His braveft foldicrs wercrutofl*: his Incnds had 
gradually fallen. The hciplefs part of his l.imily, 
his women and children, remained. He propokd 
terms; but his fortunes were too low' to ohi.un 
them, 'lo leave them to the enemy, would be 
diflioiiour.'ible ; to remain himfclf, certain death 
to him, but no relief to them. He fet fire to 
the town; and he cfcapcd through the flames 
which overwhelmed Ins family. A few horfemea 
wercihc companions o! his flight; and Nuferit 
follow cd clofe on their heels for two Iiundred 
miles. Ihc Raja at lall crofled the Kirbidda, 
and penetrated into the coumr; of Candu \na. 

Ihe unfortunate prince was, at length, over- a«J 
come with fatigue. He cimt into a lurell, and 
finding a plcafant plain in the iniddlt, he refolvcd 
to hall ; dreaming of no danger in the center of 
an impervious wood. Roth he and Ins fol!ow».rs 
alighted, and, tying iheir horfes to trees, betook 
theinfcUcs to reft. A barbarous race of men 
poflefled the country round. 1 hey had not itca 

the 
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A. D. the Raja’s troop, but the neighing of his horfes 
ledfome of them to the fpot. Looking from the 
1044. thicket into the narrow plain where the fugitives 
lay, they perceived, to their aftonifliment, a 
number of men richly dreffed, fleeping on the 
ground ; and fine horfes ftanding near, with fur- 
niture of filver and gold. The temptation was too 
great to be withftood by men who had never feen 
fo much wealth before. They rufhed upon the 
ftrangers ; andftabbed them in their fleep. While 
they were yet dividing the fpoil, Nuferit came. 
The robbers were flain ; and the head of the Raja 
was brought back to the army, which Nuferit 
had left under the command of Aurungzebe. In 
the vaults of the Raja’s palace were found to the, 
value of three millions in filver coin, in gold, 
and in jewels, which Aurungzebe laid at the feet 
of his father, as the firfl; fruit of his victories. 
He was received with uncommon demonflrations 
of joy ; and Nuferit, for his fervices, was railed 
to a higher rank of nobility. 

Marriages During tliefe tranfaftions, all remained quiet 
princL court. The emperor applied to public bufmefs ; 
Dara and nov was he forgetful of pleafure. Though dur- 
ing the life of the Sultana, his affections were 
V confined to her alone, he became dilfolute after her 

deceafe. The vaft number of women whom he kept 
for flate in his haram, had among them many 
enchanting beauties. He wandered from one 
charming objeCl to another, without fixing his 
mind on any ; and enjoyed their converfation, 
without being the dupe of their art. The daugh- 
ter of his brother Purvez was now^ grown into 
marriageable years ; and he gave her to wife to 
his eldeft fon Dara, whom he deflined for the 
throne. Suja, his fecond fon, was at the fame 
time married to the daughter of Ruftum Suffavi, 
of the royal line of Perfia, The ceremonies of 

thefe 
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ihefe two mirnages were attended with uncom- a D 
inon pomp and feflnity : eight hundred and fe- 
\ent) fi\e thoufand pounds were expended out of lo^ 
the public treafury alone , and the. nobles con* 
tended with one another m expenfive entertain- 
ments and Oieus 

1 hough ihejealoufy of the emperor prevented Mofnbet 
Tvlohabct for foine time from taking upon himfcIf^Jijg^jj^ 
the Subafhip oi Chandeifli, and command of the 
army on the frontiers, tint lord was at lad per- 
muted to retire to his government. His aftne 
genius could not remain idle long Diflatisfied 
with the conduct of his predeceflor tridit, who 
had earned on the late unfuccefsful war in the 
IXcnn, he found means of renewing hoflilmes 
with the Nizam He led accordingly the impe- 
ml army into the kingdom of Golconda. Ihe 
Nizam was no match tor that able general in the 
field, a id ht Hiui himfelf up in tlie citadel of 
Dovviaiabad Mohabet ht down before it , but 
for the fpace of fi\ months he could make little 
imprelTion upon it , from it, uncommon (Irength 
and ficuition 

Ihe citadel of Dowlatabad IS built on a folid Tikw 
rock, almort perpendicular on every fide, which 
nfes one hundred and forty yards above the plain 
The circumference of the ouiermoft wall is five 
thoufand yards , the ihicknefs, at the foundation, 
five, theheight fifteen 1 he fpace wiihm is divided 
into nine fortifications, feparated by llrong walls, 
nfing gradually above one another tovvard the 
center, by which means each commands that 
which is next to it beneath ihe entrance is by 
a fubterraneous paffage cut from the level of the 
plain, which nfes into the centre of the inner 
fort, by a winding flair cafe. On the outfide, 
the entrance is fecured with iron gates , the top 
ol the flair cafe is covered with a mnlTy grate, on 
which a large fire is kept during a fiege. But 

the 
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Y). flrength of Dowlatabad \Vas not proof agalnfi; 
rreacher3% Farto, the fon of Maleck Amber, who 
was the governor, fold it to Mohabet for a fum 
of money, and an annual penfion of tw^enty-five 
thoufand pounds, fecured on the Imperial trea- 
fury. 

T‘ c N;- The old Nizam was dead before the treachery 
of Fatte had delivered up the impregnable fortrefs 
of Dowlatabad to Mohabet. An infant fucceeded 
him ; and Fatte chofe to make ternis for himfelf, 
under the uncertainty of the young piince’s for- 
tunes. The delivery of the Nizam into the hands 
of the Imperial general, was one of the conditions 
impofed on Fatte for the bribe which he received. 
The prince was carried to Agra. He W'as treated 
with apparent refpe6l and kindnefs by the empe- 
ror but it w^as dangerous to permit him to re- 
main at large. Fie was ordered into confinement 
in the cafile of Gualiar; with an attendance of 
women and fervants to alleviate his captivity. 
His dominions, in the mean time, were annexed 
to the empire ; and Mohabet, with his wonted 
abilities, efiablilhed the form of government, by 
which the new province w'as to be, for the future, 
regulated. 

jTp '1 he animofit^r jealoufy which broke out 
afterwards among the princes, the four fons of 
Shaw Jehan, made their firfl appearance at this 
time. Aurungzebe, who fliewed a courage and 
underflanding beyond his years, was in great fa- 
\nnr with the emperor. He delighted to encou- 
rage him in the martial exercifes, which the 
prince ardently loved ; and though he did not 
alnitc in liis regard for his other fons, they re- 
pipcu at the preference given to Aurungzebe. 
A {cat whn h that prince performed on his birth- 
day, V. lien he entered Iiis fifteenth year, firength- 
titcj };:s inti^refl in his father’s afleclions. Fie 

fought 
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fought on horfeback againfl an elephant, in the a d. 
prefence of the emperor and the whole court; 
and by his dexterity killed that enormous animal. 1044’, 
The whole empire rung with his praife ; and the 
aftion was celebrated in verfe by Saib Selim, 
the bell poet of the age. The prince Suja, natu- 
rally high-fpirited and jealous, fliev/ed violent 
ligns of difcontent at the preference given to Au- 
rungzebe. He began to look upon his younger 
brother as defigned for the throne ; and his 
haughty mind could not endure the thought. 

He wifiied to be abfent from a fcene which gave 
him uneafinefs; and he prevailed on IVlohabet to 
write to the emperor, requefting that he fhould 
be fent to him to the Decan. Shaw Jeh?tn con- 
fented. Suja was created an Omrah of five thou- 
fand horfe ; and, having received fixty thoufand 
pounds for his expences from the treafury, he 
took leave of his father. 

Dara, the Imperial prince, highly refented the j<*3'oiir]r 
honours conferred on Suja. He himfelf had hi- 
therto remained at court, without either office or 
eftablilhment. He complained to his father with 
great vehemence ; and the latter endeavoured to 
footh his fon, by infinualing, that from his great 
affeftion for him, he could not peimit him to 
take the field; and that, in the palace, there 
was no need of the parade of a military command. 

Dara would not be» fatisfied with thefe reafons ; 
and the emperor, to .make him eafy, gave him 
the command of fix thoufand horfe. The prince, 
however, could not forget .the prior honours of 
Suja. He was told that Mohabet defigneJ that 
prince for the throne; ,and there were fome 
grounds for fufpicion on that head. Had Shaw 
Jehan had a ferious defign of favouring Suja, 
he could not have fallen ^upon more eifeflual 
means of ferving him, than by placing him un- 
der 
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X). der the tuition of fo able an officer as Mohabet. 
But he had no intention of that kind. He had 
fixed on Dara as his fuccelTor ; though there was 
^ little policy in his placing Suja in the channel of 
acquiring the favour of the army, a knowledge 
of the world, and a fuperior lldll in war. It was 
upon ihefe grounds, that Darajulfly complained; 
and the fequel will ffiew, that he judged better 
than his father of the confequences. 

Emperor’s On the fifth of April, 16343 the emperor 
Cz^mive^ niarched from Agra toward Lahore. He moved 
fiowly, taking the diverfion of hunting in all the 
forefts on the way. He himfelf was an excellent 
fportfman ; and the writer of his life relates, that 
he {hot forty deer with his own hand, before he 
reached Delhi. In. that city he remained a few 
days ; and then proceeded to Lahore, where he 
arrived after a journey of more than a month. 
The governors of the northern provinces met 
the emperor near the city; and, with thefe and 
his own retinue, Shaw Jehffii went with great 
pomp to vifit 'the tomb of his father. He dif- 
tinguiffied, by peculiar attention and afls of fa- 
vour, Mirza Bakir and Sheich Beloli, two learned 
men, who refided at Lahore ; and, having made 
a confiderable prefent to the Fakiers, who kept 
up the perpetual lamp in his father’s tomb, he 
fet out for the kingdom of Cafhmire, on the 
limits of which he arrived on the thirteenth- o^ 
June. • Pleafure rvas his only bufmefs to Cafli- 
mire. He relaxed his mind from public affairs 
for feme days, and amufed himfelf with viewing 
the curious fprings, the cafeades, the hanging 
woods, and the lakes, which diverfify the de- 
lightful and romantic face of that beautiful coun- 
try. His progrefs was celebrated in verfe by 
Ivlahomniod Jan : but his care for the flate foon 
brought him back to Lahore. 


The 
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The Prince Suja arrived in the Imperial army A D. 
in the Decan, while Mohabet was yet fettling 
the affairs of the conquered dominions of the •C44- 
Nizam. The general received him with ail the 
diftinftion due to his birth, and foon after put s tc- 
his troops in motion toward Tcllingana. The^^ ‘ ' 
enemy forfook the field, and betook thcmfclvcs 
to their firong holds. Mohabet fat down before 
Bizida; but the garrifon defended the place 
with fucli obflinacy, that the Impcrialifis made 
little progrefs. The warm valour of fa'uja could 
not brook delay. He attributed to the inactivity 
of hlohabet, what proceeded from the bravery 
of the enemy, and the firength of the place. 

He raifed by his murmuring a diffenfion between 
the ofHccrs of the atmy. Mohabet remonfirat- 
ed againfi the behat^our of Suja ; and gave him 
to underfiand, that he himfelf, and not the 
prince, commanded the troops. Suja was obfii- 
nate. Mohabet fent expreffes to court, and the 
prince was recalled. He was enraged beyond 
mcafurc at this indignity : but it was prudent to 
obey. He left the camp; and Mohabet, fal- 
ling fick, was obliged to raife the ficgc. He 
returned to Brampour ; and his difordcr having 
increafed in the march, put a period to his life 
in a very advanced age. 

Molifibet tvas one of the mofl extraordinary Dcitii amt 
characlers that ever figured in India. Severe in 
difpofilion, haughty in command, rigid in thebst, 
execution of his orders, he was feared and re- 
fpeclecl, but never beloved by an indolent and ef- 
feminate race of men. In conduQ; he was un- 
rivalled, in courage he had few equals, and 
none in fuccefs. In the field he was aClivc, dar- 
ing and intrepid, alw'ays in perfeft poffeflion of 
his own mind. Ilis abilities feemed to rifq with 
the occafion; and Fortune could prefent nothing 
♦ ill 
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A. D. in battle which his prudence had not forefeen» 
i 635 - In his political charader, he was bold in his re- 
JoJ'. folveSj aflive and determined in execution. As 
^ his own foul was above fear, he was an enemy 
to cruelty ; and he was fo honeft himfelf, that he 
feldom fufpedted others. His demeanor was lofty 
and referved ; his manner full of dignity and 
grace : he was generous and always fmcere. He 
attempted high and arduous things, rather from 
a love of danger than from ambition; and when 
he had attained the fummit of greatnefs, and 
might have refted there, he defcended the- pre- 
cipice, becaufe it was full of peril. Jehangire 
owed twice to him his throne ; once to his valour, 
and once to his moderation ; and his name gave 
the empire to Shaw Jehan, more, than the frieiid- 
fliip of Afiph Jah. 

Anecdotes Notwithftandlng the great abilities of Moha- 
bet, he feemed to be fenfible of his own merit, 
and confclous of his importance in the date. He 
was pundilious about rank ;• and would upon no 
occafion give place to the vifier ; who would not 
relinquiftt the precedence which he derived from 
his high office. The difpute w^as carried fo high 
between thefe two great men in the beginning 
of the reign of Shaw Jehan, that it was agreed 
they fliould not come to court on the fame day. 
The emperor did not chufe to interfere in the 
conteft: they were both his benefadlors, both 
were powerful in the date ; and it would not be 
prudent to difoblige one, by giving preference 
to the claims of the other. He, however, was 
at lad prevailed upon to decide in favour of 
Afiph : And he made his excufe to Mohabet, 
by faying, “ That in all, civilized governments 
the fword fliould yield to the pen.”- Mohabet 
Jubmitted ; but he avoided ever after, as much 

as 
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the hjf,h dignity of «p!3m*f;cnml of the Ifnj>efhl a n, 
foTcct. S!i 5U Jehin vs? nos alto;^ct!icr dtHnic- j'J»' 
Tcncd in confetsin;^ ihU honour on Afiph. He , /t 
jaid him a ^iHt in hit own hotifc w|wn Ins appoint- 
incni, and rtecita! a ptefent of fnc lacJ.t of row- 
j>cex; which lie immediately added to the fum of 
one million and an half ftctlin., which he hid 
out in ihecoutfc of the year on puhlic builJingt, 
and on canal I for bringing water to Agra- 
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C H A P. III. 


Emperor’' s expedition to the Decan — ReduEiion of that 
country — Death of Chan Zimdn — An infur reEiion 
in Bcbdr — felled — Candahar refored to the em- 
pire — hivafion from Ajfdm — ReduEiion of Tibet — 
Opprejfvve governors punifoed — Prince Suja nar- 
rovoly cfcapes from the flames of Rajamahil — 
An enibafy to Conftaniinople — Calamities in the 
northern provinces — Death and charaEler of Aflph 
ydt — Tirbiet punijhed for oppreflion — An inva- 
flon threatened from Perfla — Interrupted by the 
death of Shazu Seji. 


A. D. 
1636. 
H.g. 
T046. 


The em- 
peror re- 


i 

HAW JEHAN, whether mod prompted by 
avarice or by ambition is uncertain, formed a 
refolution to reduce the Mahommedan fovereign- 
ties of the Decan into provinces of the Mogul 
empire. The conqueds made by his generals 


inv4dVthe partial. They had laid wade, but had not 
Decan. fubdued, the country ; and when mod fuccefsful, 
they impofed contributions rather than a tribute 
on the enemy. Even the great abilities of Mo- 
habet were not attended with a fuccefs equal to 
the fanguine hopes of the emperor ; and all his 
•prorpefts of conqued -vaniflied at the death o 
that able general. Shaw Jehan, though addiAed 

to 
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to the enervating pleafures of the haram, was a. d. 
rouzcd by his ambition to mark his reign with 
fome fplendid conqueil; “ For it is not 1046’. 
enough/’ he faid, “ for a great prince to fend 
“ only to his poflerity the dominions which he 
** has received from his fathers.” The thought 
was more magnificent than wife. To improve 
the conquefls of his fatliers with true policy, 
would be more ufeful to his pofterity, and 
more glorious to himfclf, than to e.^haufl his 
ftrength in violent efforts to extend the limits 
of his empire. He however had determined on 
ihemcafure; and the advice of his mod prudent 
Omrahs and counfellors was defpifed. 

On the firftof Odober, 1636, he fel out from Mefet^out 
Agra with his ufual pomp and magnificence, 
Dowlatabad was the point to which he direded 
his march ; but his progrefs was politically flow. 

He had given orders to the governors of the pro* 
vinces to join him with their forces as he advanced; 
and the diftance of many of them from the in- 
tended feene of adion, required time to bring them 
to the. field. The prince Aurungzebe attended 
his father on this expedition, and was highly in 
favour. He propofed, with a youthful ardor 
■which pleafed the emperor, to take a circuit with 
thelmperlal campjthrough the province of Bundela, 
to view the ftrong holds which he himfelf, under 
the tuition of Nuferit, had fome time before ta- 
ken from the unfortunate judger Singh. The 
emperor had not as )et colleded a force fufficient 
to enfure fuccefs to his arms ; and to gain time, 
he liflcnedto the requeftof his fon. The whole 
of the year was paffed in premeditated delays, 
and in excurfions of hunting ; fo that the empe- 
ror did not'arrive in the Decan till the latter end 
of the rainy feafon of the 1637 of the ChrilUam 
sera. 


The 
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The Subas of the different provinces had, with 
1638. . their troops, joined the emperor on his march. 
His force was prodigious when he entered the bor- 
' — Y — ders of the enemy. On his arrival at Dowlata- 
Heiays bad, he was able to form twelve different armies, 
wafie the uiider twelve leaders, he fent into the 

kingdoms of Bijapour and Tellingana. The 
princes of the country had collefted their forces, 
but they knew not to w^hich quarter they fhould 
direft their march. The Imperialifls formed a- 
circle round them, and war was at once in all 
parts of their dominions. The orders of the 
emperor were barbarous and cruel. He fubmit-. 
ted the open country to fire ; and garrifons that 
refifted were put to the fword. “ War is an evil,’^ 
he faid ; and compaffion contributes only to 
render that evil permanent.” The eaftern writers 
defcribe the miferies of the Decan in the peculiar 
hyperboles of their didion. “ Towns and cities,” 
fay they, “ were feen in flames on every fide ; the 
hills were fhaken with the continual roar of artillery, 
and tigers and the wild beafts of the defart fled from 
the rage of men.” One hundred and fifteen towns 
andcaftles were taken and deflroyed in the courfe' 
of the year. The emperor fate, in the mean time, 
aloft in the citadel of Dowlatabnd, and looked 
down, with horrid joy, on the tempefl which 
he himfelf had raifed around. 

^vhich fub- I’he devaftations committed by the exprefs or- 
niits. Qp emperor, had at lafl; the intended ef- 

fecl on the fovereigns of Tellingana and Bija- 
pour. Shut up in their flrongefl: forts, they 
could not aflifl their fubjefls, who were either 
ruined or maffacred without mercy around them. 
They propofed peace in the mofi humble and fup- 
plicating terms. Shaw Jehan took advantage of 
their neceflities, and impofed fevere conditions. 

They 
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They were cnabHOicd, by commidlon from the a d. 
emperor, as hereditary governors of their oun 
dominions, upon agreeing to give a large annual 104^* 
tribute, the firfl payment of which was to be 
made at the fignitig of the treaty. 'I'lie princes 
befides were to acknowledge the emperor and his 
fuccefibrs lords paramount of the J)ccan in all 
their public deeds, and 10 defign thcmfelvcs. 

The bumble fubjcfls of the empire of the hlo- 

The treaty being figned and ratified, tlie cm- n-np-ror 
peror left his fon Aurungvebe under the tuition Ajme’er 
of Chan Zim.ln, the fon of Mohlbei, at the head 
of a confidcrablc force, to awe bis new fubjcfls. 

In the Hrong holds which had fallen into his hands 
during the war, he placed garrifons j and having 
left the Dccan, took the route of Ajmcrc, On 
the eighth of December, 1638, he arrived in that 
city, and vifited the (hrinc of Moin ul Dicn, 
more from a defire to pleafc the fupcrfiiiious 
among his courtiers, than from his own devoti- 
on. He had not remained long at Ajmcrc when 
the prince Aurungzebe arrived, to celebrate his 
nuptials with the daughter of Shaw Nawaz, the 
fon of Afiph Jlh. Thevifier, who had remain- 
ed during the war at Agra, to manage the civil 
affairs of the empire, came to join the court at 
Ajmerc, accompanied by Idorad, the emperor’s 
youngeft fon, and was prefent at the fplendid 
feftival held in honour of the marriage of his 
grandfon with his grand-daughter. 

Soon after the departure of > Aurungzebe from De-xij of 

the army in the Decan, Chan Zinian Jell Tick apd an! 

died. His death was much regretted by the whole 
empire. Calm, manly, and generous, he was 
efieemed, refpe£led, and beloved, lie was pof- 
fefied of all the polite accomplifitmcnts of the 
gentleman : he w’as_ a brave general, a good 

natefmari, 
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A. D. ftatefman, an excellent feholar, and a poet, 
nff' Under his original name of Mirza Amani, he 
T048. publifiied a colIe£l;ion of his poems, which are 
dill in high repute for their energy and elegance 
over all the Eaft. The emperor was fo fenfible 
of the high merit of (lhan Ziman, that he fm- 
cerely lamented his death,- and fpoke much in 
his praife in the hall of the prefence, before the 
whole nobility. “ We did not. mifs,” faid he, 
the abilities of Mohabet, till we loft his fon.’* 
Aurungzebe received immediate orders to repair 
to the Decan, and to take upon himfelf the foie 
command of the Imperial army, ftationed in the 
conquered provinces;. 

Tnfurrec- During thefe tranfadlions in Ajmercj the revolt 
tionin Be- Budgepour happened in. the pro- 

vince of Befar. • The emperor detached a part 
of the army under Abdalla to fupprefs the infuf- 
redion. Abdalla at the fame time received a 
commiffion to govern Behar in quality of Suba. 
He attacked and defeated the Raja on his fir ft 
arrival ; and that unfortunate priiice, whofe Ibve 
of independence had made him overlook his own 
want of power, was reduced to the laft extrehiity. 
He fliut himfelf up in a fortrefs which was inveft- 
ed Oh all fides; When a breach was made in th'e 
walls, and the orders for the alfault were iffued, 
the Raja came out of his caftle, leading his chil- 
dren in his hand.' He might have been par- 
doned ; but his wife appearing behind him fealed 
his doom. She was extremely ;handJome, and 
Abdalla, though old himfelf, wifhed to grace' his 
haram with a beautiful widow. The linfortunate 
Raja, .therefore, was put to death oh the fpbf as 
a rebel. • • 

The ncws of the defeat and death of tbC Raja 
to^he Budgepour fcarce arrived at courts when Shaw 
empire. Jehan received an agreeable piece of intelligence 

from 



SHAW J E H A M. 171 

from the northern frontier of tlic empire. The A n. 
feeble udininiflraiion of Sefi, who luccecded Shaw 
Abas in the throne of Perfia, had thrown the af- 
fairs of that kingdom into confufinn. AliMur-''*^ ^ 
dan commanded in tiie forircfs of CanJaiur. Hts 
fidelity was fiifpefled ; and, befidcs, lie faw no 
end ot the troubles which diflracled liis country, 
lie refolvcJ to f.ivc fiim^clf from the malice of 
bis cnemic'!, by delivering the city to the empe- 
ror of Ilindoflan, from whofc hands it had been 
wrefied by Shaw Abas, # A negoci.ation was tlicrc- 
fore felon foot by Ali Murdan wiili Seid Chan, 
the governor of Cabul. Ilis terms were only 
for himfelf. Seid clofcd with him in the name 
of bis fovercign. Ilefcnlhis fon in Iiafle with 
a force to Candahar, which w.as delivered by AU 
Murdan, w’ho fet out iinnicdiatcly to pay his ref- 
pefts to bis new fovercign. 

Sefi no fooncr beard of the treachery of 
Murdan, than be ilfucd orders for a force to 
niarcb from Chorafian to retake Candahar. This 
expedition was under the condufl of Seahofli. 
lliat ofliccr appeared before the city with feven 
tboufand horfe ; but Seid, w'ho commanded in 
the place, fallied out witii an inferior force, and 
totally defeated the Perftans, for whicli fignal 
fcrvicc he was raifed, by the name of Zifier Jung, 
to the dignity of fix tboufand horfe. Gul2:ar, 
the governor of Moultan, was removed to Canda- 
har; and as a general war with Perfia was appre- 
hended,’ the prince Suja was difpalched with a 
great army to the province of Cabul, Before 
Gulzar arrived at his new government, Seid 
following his victory over the Perfians, pene- 
trated into Seifian. Buft, Zemindawir, and other 
places fell into his hands ; and ali tiic diftrid 
which had formerly been annexed to the govern- 
ment 
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very obflinately defended. Few pafies led Inro A D. 
It, being environed with mountains. The Suba 
at lad forced the pafles, and the enemy fled to ‘048. 
the hills. 

The fovereign of Buldive did not long^ 
the reduflion of his country. Worn out with*^ 
fatigue, harafled with grief, and tormented with 
vexation, he was feized with a contagious difletn- 
per, which infefted his family, and carried him 
and thetn off in a few days. His people, how- 
ever, would not quit their hills. 'I'lic enemy 
fpread devaftatlon over the plain below ; and the 
unfortunate Affdoiitcs beheld from the woods 
the finoke of their burning towns. But the un- 
bounded ravages of Iflatu occafioned his teirear. 

The grain was inadvertently deflroyed in the nre 
which confunied the towns of Buldive, and a 
.fcarcity of provifions began to be felt in the Im- 
perial camp, Iflam matched back with ilie fpoils 
of Affam ; but he fuffered incredible hardflijps 
from the badnefs of the roads, the torrents which 
fell from the hills, and a diflemper, which the 
rainy feafon, now come on, had raifed in the 
array. The kingdom of I’ibet was, at the fame 
time, reduced by Ziffer. The news of this double 
conqueff came at the fame inrtant to the emperor. 

He w.as greatly pleafed with ihcfuccefsof his arms, 
as none of rhe Mahommedan princes, who liad 
reigned before him in India, ever penetrated into 
thofe countries. 

The eleventh year of the reign of Shaw Jehan 
commenced with the death of the M.’ih-Raja, 
prince of theRajaputs. He was fucceeded in the 
ihione by his fecond fon Huflinet Singh ; it being 
the eflablidied cuflom of the branch of the Raja- 
puts called Mahrattors, to leave the feeptre to the 
difpofal of the fovereigns by their latter will. 

The Rajaputs, properly fo called, did not ac- 

quiefee 
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quiefce in the right of Huffmet. He had an elder 
brother, and they 'adhered to him. Ihe flames 
of a civil war were kindled ; but the emperor in- 
terfered ; and, after having examined the claims 
of both ;the princes, he confirmed the Raja’s will 
in favour of Huflinet, whom he raifed to the rank 
of four thoufand horfe. His elder brother, who 
was deprived of all hopes of the throne by the 
^decifion of the emperor, was alfo created an Om- 
rah of three thoufand. 

Peace with The infult which Perfia received through the 
Perfia. invafion of its territories by the Mogul governor 
of Candahar, did not raife any fpirit of revenge 
in the court of Ifpahan. The debility in the 
councils of Seft brought on a peace between the 
empires. Shaw Jehan had difpatched Sifder 
(lhan his ambaflador to the court of Perfia. That 
lord returned this year from Serifa, where Sefi 
refided, with a prefent of five hundred horfes, 
fome curious animals, and various manufactures 
of Perfia, to the value of five lacks of roupees. 
Sifder executed his commiflion fo much to his 
mailer’s fatisfaClion, that he was raifed to the 
dignity of five thoufand horfe. The chief condi- 
tion of the treaty of peace between Perfia and 
Hindoflan was, an entire ceflTion of Candahar by 
the former in favour of the latter. 

The winter of the year 1637 had been remark- 
able for a great fall of fnow in the northern pro- 
vinces of India. It extended as far as Lahore j 
and in the mountains of Cabul'and Calhmire, 
many villages, with all their inhabitants, were 
overwhelmed and deflroyed. The emperor, in 
the mean time, kept his court at Lahore. Peace 
being eflablillied on every fide, he applied him- 
fcll to the management of the civil government 
of the empire. He ifiued many falutary ediCls for 
the fecui iiy of property, the improvement of the 

country, 
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country, and the encouragement oF commerce, a n. 
In the inidh of his cares lor the good of the Hate, 
he \vas afdit^ed with the death of Afzil Chan, a ,c\% 
man of great literary talents, uho had been Ids 
preceptor. The young princes were alfo edu- 
cated under his care, and they mourned him as a 
father. He had been rajftd to the firll honours 
of the empire, lie obtained the r.ank of feven 
ihoufand, and the management of the civil alTairs 
of the empire \tcrc in a great incafure in his ha.nds. 

The emperor, to fiiovv his great \ eneration for 
his abilities, allowed him an annual revenue of 
three hundred and feventy-five ihoufand pounds. 

Soon after the death of Afzil, the princes Dara 
and Suja were raifed to'liigher ranks of nobility. mo.cJ.”** 
Dara was dignified with the title of an Omrah of 
ten ihoufand horfc and ten ihoufand foot ; and 
Suja with the rank of feven thoufand horfc and 
as many of foot. The emperor having frequently 
declared his intentions of leading the throne to 
Dara^ gave him always the firft place in dignities 
and power. Hu flicwcd an inclination of Inbi- 
luating his other Tons to a fubmifiion to Dara; 
and whatever marks of fuperior aCc£lion he might 
befiow on his younger fons in private, in public 
he directed his principal attention to the tidefi. 
Aurungzebe was not at court when lus brothers 
were promoted. Averfe to idlcnefs in his com- 
mand of the army in’thc Dccan, he made an in- 
curfion, under pretence of injuries, into the 
country of Baglana. The forts fell into his 
hand^, and the chiefs fubmitted to a tribute; hut 
the flcrility and poverty of thofe regions did nei- 
ther anfwer the expence of the war, nor that of 
keeping the pofTcfijon of thcconqucicd country. 

-He therefore evacuated the places which he had 
taken, and depended for the tribute on the fu- 
ture fears of the enemy. Having brought back 
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of Bundela, and fome llajas, vho, from their a. n. 
hills, made depredatory incurfions into Behar. 

Abdalla no fooncr arrived in the place of his ,0,^' 
dellination than peace was reftored. Tlic ban- «• 

ditti who infeflcd the country, fled precipitately Ptceiicn 
to their mountains, and difperfcd themfelves to J,7r7',V 
their fevcral homes. Some examples of jufticc tiie enp?- 
upon thofe who fell into the hands of the Impc- 
rialifls, confirmed the tranquillity wliich no\vu*as 
general over all the empire. The attention of 
the emperor to the improvement of hiS dominions, 
his impartial execution of jufticc, his exa£t 
but not oppreflive mode of collcfling the 
revenues, rendered his people happy and his 
empire flourifliing. A lover of pleafurc him- 
fclf, though not fond of parade and flicw, 
his haram was a confidcnible market for the 
fined manufafkures j and the ample provifion 
made for Ins fons and nobles, rendered his 
capital a clufler of princely courts, where mag- 
nificence and elegant luxur)' prevailed in the ex- 
treme. He divided his lime between the hall 
of audience and the haratn. He heard com- 
plaints with patience j he decided with prccifion 
and equity; and when his mind was fatigued 
with bufinefs, he dived into the elegant and fe- 
cret apartments of his women; who, being the 
natives of different countries, prefented to his 
eyes a variety of charms. 

Suja, to whom a fon was born foon after hisTiiccnpi- 
arrlval in Bengal, narrowly crc.apcd with his lifc,gj°de?'"' 
from a fire which broke out in the capital of the i»roye<l by 
province. Many of his fcrvanls, and fome of®'^* 
his women, were deflroyed in the flames ; and 
the whole city was burnt down to the ground. 
Rajamahib never recovered from this diflifler. 

The waters of the Ganges joined iffue with the 

flames 
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flames in its deflruflion. The ground on which 
it flood was carried away by the river; and no- 
thing now remains of its former magnincence, 
except fome wells, which, as the earth on which 
they were funk has been carried away by the 
flream, appear like fpires in the channel of the 
river, when its waters arc low. 

All Murdan, who, for the delivery of Canda- 
har to the emperor, had been gratified with the 
government of Caflimire, returned to court at 
Lahore on the eighteenth of Oclobcr. No com- 
plaints againfl his adminiflration hvtving been pre- 
ferred in the hall of audience, he was received 
with diftinflion and favour. 'Fo reward him 


for the equity and juflice of his government, ho 
was raifed to the government of Punjab; with 
a power of holding Cannhirc by deputy. Ali 
Murdan rook immediate poffeflion of his new of- 
fice ; and the emperor fignified to his fon Auriing- 
zebe, that his prefence in the Decan was neccifary, 
to fiiperintcnd the affairs of his government, 
which, in the hands of deputies, might fall into 
confufion, from the diftance of the conquered 
provinces from the feat of empire. 

Rettipiof 'lYhcn Aurungzebe fet out for the Dccan, the 
to emperor, refolving upon a lour to Caflimire, 
the Otto- moved the Imperial camp northward from La- 
peror^”^' horc.' Wliilft he amufed himfelf in that beautiful 
country, Mahommed Zerif, whom he’ bad fome ' 

. time before fent ambaffador to Conftantinople, 
returned to court. Morad, vho af that time 
held the Ottoman feeptre, had received Zerif vyith 
every mark of refpeCl and efteem. The empires 
having no political bufinefs to fettle, 'the embafl'y 
was chiefly an affair of compliment ; with a 
requeft to permit Zerif to purchafe fome fine 
horfes in Arabia. Morad not only granted the 
required favour, but even gave to the ambaffador 

feveral,- 
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feveral horfes of the higheft blood, with furni- 
ture of folid gold, ftudded with precious flones, 
us a prefent to Shaw Jehan. The emperor was 
Iiighiy pleafcd with the rccepiioii given to his 
nnibuflador ; and lie \Va3 charmed with the beauty 
of the horfes. On the feventeenth of February, 

1C40, he fet out for Lahore, the biifincfs of the 
empire requiring his prcfencc nearer its centre. 

When lie was upon the road, a prodigious C«iaml. 
fall of rainjaid the whole country under w'atcr. 

No dry fpot was left for pitching the Imperial 
tent; and he was obliged to fleep for feveral 
nights in a boat. His army were in the mean 
time in ihe'ulmofl dillrcK Their horfes without 
provender; and they themfclvcs denhute of provi- 
fions. Four thoufand latnilies were fwept away 
and drovVned by the river Bcliat. Oil the banks of 
the Choflial the dc(lruc'lio:i was greater Hill. Se- 
ven hundred villages were carried ifway,. witli 
their inhubiiancs ; and every day brought frelli 
accounts ol difallcrt, from other parts of the 
country, througn which the branches of the In- 
dus flow. Wiitn the waters began to fubfide, ^ 
the emperor haltened his march. 'I he feene 
which prefented itfelf to his eyes as he advanced, 
was full of horror, Iloats were feen flicking in 
the tops of trees ; tlic filh were gafping on dry 
land,’ the bodies of men and animals were mixed 
with the wreck of villages, and mud and fand 
covered the whole face of the country, lie was 
fo much aflefled with the mifery of his fubjefis, 
that he ifliied an edi£t for the remlflion of the 
taxes for a year, to the countries which’ had fuf- 
fered by that dreadful calamity. He alfo made 
donations from the public treafury to many of 
the farmers, to enable them to maintain their 
families ; and, continuing his journey, arrived, 
on the firft of .April, at Lahore. 

VoL. HI. U 
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-During thefe dlfafters on the banks, of the In- 
dus, Buft was furprifed by the Perfian governor 
of the province of Seiftan. . Gulzar, who com- 
manded for the empire in Candahar, detached a 
Buft fur- part of the garrifon under his lieutenant Leitif 
Chan, to retake the place. He fummoned Buft 
rea.en. arrival, but the Perfians refufed to fur- 

render. He began his approaches ; and, after a 
ifmart fiege, in which his vigilance, adlivity, and 
courage did hirn great honour, he took' Buff. 
The garrifon were made prifoners ; and Leitif, 
purfuing the advantage which he had obtained, 
made incurfions into Sei'ftan, and carried off great 
booty, with which he returned to Candahar. 
The debilitv of the councils of Perfia fuffered this , 

j 

aflront to pafs without revenge. 

An am- In the fummer of the year- 1640, Arfelan Aga, > 
from^Con- accompanied Zerif from Conftantinople, 

flunino- as aiTib.afiador from Morad, had his audience of 
P’®’ leave of the emperor. He was prefented with 
twelve thoufand -pounds for the expences of his 
journey home : and he w'as charged with mag-- 
nificent prefents for his mailer. News at the 
fame time arrived at court, that the oppreffions 
committed by Azim, governor of Guzerat, had 
occahoned an infurrection ; at the head of which, 
the two chiefs, Jami and Bahara, appeared. Azi'm,' 
poiTeffed of an immenfe revenue, foon railed a force, ' 
which, in the end, reduced the infurgents ; but all' 
the money, which ought to have been remitted to 
the trealury, was expended in the war. The empe- 
ror was enraged at his condudt. He deprived him 
of his government ; and ordered him to repair 
to court, to give an account of his adminiltraii- 
o”.. His friends interceded in his behalf. The 
ensperor was inflexible ; till a fair coufm of Azim,-' 
w’io was retained in the Imperial haram, threw 
jaiLIf at his feet, and not only obtained the par- 
don of the governor, but even his reinllatement 

in. 


180 

A. D. 

1 6-10. 
R\g. 
T050. 



6 H A-\V J E H A N. i8i 

ill his former oHicc. After he had pafied his a n. 
word in favour of Azim to this weepin-; beaut j', 
he commanded her never more to appear in his ,c/r* 
prefence: “ For,*' faid he, “ I will not have my 
juftice perverted by my weaknefs.** 

Morad, the fourth fon of the emperor, wasThepincc 
nowin the feventeenth year of his at;e. 
his brothers he was high-fpirited and a lover ofeuat-: 
w'ar. An opportunity oficred which fulled his 
difpofition. Jagenai Singh, a prince on the con- 
fines of Marw’ar, who was a fuhjcd of the empire, 
revolted, and ifiliing from his native mountains, 

Ipread devaflation through the neighbouring 
plains. *rhe aclivc fpirit of Mor.ld ilew before 
him. lie outflrlpped the news of his coming by 
his expedition ; iurprifed, defeated, and purfued 
the prince to his fort of Tara Cudda, in which, 
after a fmart fiege, he was taken ; but pardoned, 
upon conditions, 'fhe emperor was plcafed with 
the vigour which he difcovercd in the foul of Mo- 
rid j and he received him upon his return with 
great diIIin£lionlmdnflc6Hon. 

The death of the vificr Afiph J.ih, in the fc- r)*->di of 
vcnty-fecond year of his age, w.as the mofi 
markable event of the fuccceding year. His 
daughter Moiiia Banu, the filler of the favourite 
Sultana, and wife of Seif Chan, the high-fleward 
of thi houfehold, died a diort time before her 
father; and his grief for her, as he was w’orn-out 
with bufinefs, infirmities, and age, feems to have 
ballened his death, wdiich happened on the twen- 
tieth of November. He was born in Tartary, many 
}ears before his father Aiafs quitted that country 
to pulh his fortune in IJindollan and he did not 
leave the place of his nativity, till the affairs of 
his father alTumed a very favourable afpeft in the 
court of the emperor Akbar.*, The merit of Aiafs 
raifed himfelf to thefirft olHces of the Hate; and 
"U a ‘ his 
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his Ton vvr*s not of a difponiion to relinquiOi the 
advantages which his family liad gained. Habi- 
tuated to bufinefs under his father, he fucceeded 
him in the office of vifier, and managed the af- 
fairs of the empire with great addrefs during the 
remaining part of the reign of Jchangirc. The 
a-^ive part which he took to fecure the empire for 
Shaw Jehan, met with every return of gratitude 
from that prince ; ^^ho, foon after his acceffion, 
raifed him to an office fuperior in dignity to that 
of vifier, called Vakicl Mutuluck, or abfolute 
minifter of the empire. The emperor, who had 
the fincerefl affection for his daughter, the, mo- 
ther of fo many princes and princeffies, diftin- 
guiflred Afiph in his converfation with the title of 
Father. He dignified that minifler at the fame 
lime with many pompous titles. In public deeds 
he was fiyled. The Strength of the Realm, the 
Proteflor of the Empire, the Powerful Prince, 
the Lord of Lords, the revered Father of Wif- 
dom, the Leader of Armies, in rank great as 
Asiph, and a Lion in War. 

Though three fons and five daughters furvived 
the vifier, he adopted his grandfon Dara, the 
Imperial prince, and conllituted him heir to all 
his fortune. Fie excufed himfelf to his fons, 
by faying, that he had already raifed them to high 
ranks and employments in the (late ; and that, 
if they conduced themfelves with prudence and 
wifdom,-the favour of the emperor would be 
to them an. ample fortune.- “ But, fliould Folly 
be the ruler of your condud,” continued Afiph, 
“ you do not deferve to poffefs the w'ealth which 
I have acquired' by. my fei vices.’’ There was 
prudence in the condud.of Afiph upon this occa- 
fion. The emperor loved money ; and he might 
have availed himfelf of the law, which conllitutes 
the prince the heir of all his officers ^ and a dif- 

pute 
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,pute oF that kind might prove fatal to the inflii- A.D. 
cnee and rntcrcfl of the family of the vifier. He, J'jy* 
however, divided, before liis death, three him- 1051. 
dred and feventy-five thoufand pounds among 
his children and fervants. Dara, in terms of Iiis 
will, took poirefiion of the bulk of his fortune, 
which in coin, in jewels, in plate, elephants, and 
horfes, amounted to near four millions ilerling, 
cxclufive of his eflates in land, which, according 
to the tenures in India, reverted to the crown. 

Though the abilities of Afiph Jah were little tti^cha- 
knSwn under the wife and able adminiftration of 
his father, they broke forth with luftre when he 
himfelf came into the firfl oflice in the Hate. lie 
was a great orator, a fine writer, an able politician. 

In his private charadcr, he was mild, afTible, 
humane, generous} in his public, fcvcrc, referved, 
inflexible, exafk. He never cxcufcd negligence } 
he puniflied dtfobcdience. His orders, therefore, 
werenofooner ifluccl than they were executed ; 
his very nod was refpeSed, underflood, and obey- 
ed. He was poflefled of political as well as per- 
fonal courage } as little afraid of the unjuft re- 
proaches of his friends, as he was of the wea- 
pons of his enemies j and he was often heard to 
fay, “ That he who fears death is unworthy of 
life.** He was uniform in his condufk, impartial 
dignified in his aflions, confifteni with him- 
felf. He courted not popularity by his meafures : 
juflice, propriety, and the ultimate good of the 
ftate, and not the applaufe of the vulgar, were 
his objefts in all his decifions. He was fit for the 
field, as well as adapted for the cabinet ; and had 
he not gained renown with the pen, he would 
have commanded it with the fword. In his youth, 
he was addicted to poetry. He wrote upon he- 
roic fubjedls } and the fire of his genius was fuch, 
that the very found of hisverfe animates the foul 

to 
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to war. The glory and happinefs of India dur- 
ing his long adminiftration were great ; and 
when war raged on the frontiers, the interior 
provinces enjoyed uninterrupted peace. The 
field in which he moved w'as extenfiye, but his 
eye comprehended the whole. An eaftern wri- 
ter continues the metaphor, and fays, “ That 
he rendered that field flourifhing and fruitful. 
He palfed through it with reputation and luftre, 
and when he funk into the grave, a cloud of 
forrow obfcured the face of the empire.’^ 

- The original name of the el deft fon of Afiph was 
Pdirza Morad. He was dignified afterwards with 
the title of Shaifta Chan ; and he was governor of 
Behar at the death of his father. He poffelfed 
not the abilities of his family ; being of an infirm 
and fickly conftitution,' with a delicate, rather 
than a vigorous and aftive mind. Mirza Mifti, 
the fecond fon of Afiph, was a youth of great 
hopes ; vigorous, adive, and full of fire. He 
loft his life in a drunken frolic ; for being one 
day at the river Behatin Caflimire, when it foam- 
ed over its banks, he fpurred his horfe into the 
ftream, by way of bravado, and, for his temeri- 
ty, was drowned. Mirza Huffein, the third fon 
of the vifier, was a man of moderate abilities ; 
and his fourth fon, who had been dignified with 
the title of Shaw Nawaz, was a nobleman of 
great reputation and high diftindion in the em- 
pire. 


Jufticeof The emperor, jealous of the influence which 
the empe- governors of the provinces might acquire by a 
long continuance in their offices, made a pradice 
of removing them every third year. When the 
news of any oppreffion committed by them ar- 
rived at court, they were inftantly fuperfeded ; 
and, upon examination, if found guilty, ^divefled 
of all dieir honours, and confined. Thepunifli- 

nient 
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mcnt of death fccmed to have been laid afidc from a. d. 
the commencement of this rci;;n. I’irbiet Chan 
was, this year, ordered back from the govern- lo's-L 
ment of Cabul, for his feverity in exafting the 
revenue from the poor. 'I'he emperor himfclf 
had been a wincfs of the miferabte condition to 
which the people of that province were reduced, 
by the floods in the rivers Choflial and Behat ; 
and they had not yet recovered from that griev- 
ous calamity. They were unable to pay their 
rents ; and Tirbiet fubmiticd them to die rigours 
of military execution. He was divefled of. his 
honours as well as of his government ; and the 
emperor iflued money from the treafury to relieve 
thirty thoufand of tlic inhabitants, wdiom the cx- 
afkions of Tirbiet had reduced to want: “ Re- 
member,” faid the emperor to his nobles, “ that 
when you arc too fevere on my people, you only 
injure me; for it is but juft I (hould pay for loflcs 
occafioned by my wrong choice of oflicers, to 
govern the provinces of my empire.” Ali Mur- 
dan was appointed to the government of Cabul, 
in the room of Tirbiet. He was fucceeded in 
that of Caflimire, by Ziflfer. Complaints had 
been received againft the prince Aurungzebe 
from the Decan. flis father ordered him to the 
prefence, to anfuer to thecharge; which he did 
to fatisfaftion, and was forthwith reinftaied in 
his government. 

The cruelly of Shaw Sefi of Perfia had crowd- Perfi <n in- 
ed hitherto his reign with tumult and misfortune. 

The empire fufiered in its confcqucnce with fo- ed. 
reign powers, during years which Sefi diftin- 
guiflied'only with the blood of his fubjefts. His 
intentions againft AliMurdan loft him the ftrong 
fortrefs of Canddli^r, and he took no meafures 
to revenge therinfults which he received on his 
frontiers,' after that place hhd fallen into the 

hands 
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public bufinefs. He faid. That the emperor, from ah. 
extreme avarice, endeavouring to fave to himfelf 
the ufual appointments beftoned on vifiers, had 105^ 
thrown difgrace upon his own adminillration. He 'v — ' 
made no Tccret of his farcafms ; and they were 
carried to Shaw Jehan. He fent for Aliverdi, 
and faid to that lord : “ You do not like, I am 
told, my mode of governing my fubjefls ; and 
therefore Aliverdi lhall not aflill in an admini- 
ilration which Ijc does not love.’' He was imme- 
diately diveded of his government and honours, 
and difmilfed with ignominy from the prefence. 

The prince Morad was railed to the vacant go- 
vernment ; and, having received magnificent 
prefents from the emperor, fet out for Moultan. 

The emperor, in the mean lime, afiifted at a 
grand fefiival, which he gave to bis court, upon 
opening the new gardens of Shalimar, which had 
been begun in the fourth year of his reign. 

The gardens were laid out with admirable talTe; 
and the money expended upon them amounted 
to the enormous fum of one million llerling. 


SHAW 
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CHAP. IV. 


Rtjlediom — Emperor arrives at Agra — Incidents 
at court — Incurfions of the UJbccs — Aurungzebe 
removed from the Dccan — Sadulla Chan made 
lifter — Buduchjisdn invaded by the Moguls — 
Death and ebarailer of Noor 'Jchdn — Balick 
reduced — Prince Mordd difgraccd — /lurungzebe 
defeats the'Ufbecs — Who fubmii to the empire — 
Emperor jealous of his fons — Arrival at Delhi — 
Perfians take Candahdr — Aurungzebe befteges 
it in vain — Defeats the Perfians — UJbecs of Ba^ 
lick claim the Emperor’s aid — Candahdr again be- 
fieged to no purpofe — Emperor returns to Agra— 
Promotions, 


A.D. JN abfolute governments, the Defpot is every 
thing, and the people nothing. PIe is the only 
1052. objed of attention ; and when he fits in the 
midft of tranquillity, the page of the hiftorian 
ons.^ languilhes in the detail of unimportant events. 
His hall of audience is a court of fummary juftice. 
His decifions are rapid ; and they are generally 
impartial, as his fituation has placed him beyond 
the limits of fear and of favour. But there is a 
famenefs which never pleafes, in the tranfaGions 
of a government whofe operations run through 

one 
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one unchangeable channel ; and it is for this rea- a. d. 
fon only we pafs lightly over the more peaceable 
years of the reign of Shaw Jehan. In thefe he ,o^’. 
acted in the charafter of a judge, a mere deter- 
minator, if the word may be ufed, of differences 
between individuals; audit inuft be confeffecj, 
that he had abilities to fee, and integrity to do 
what was right, 

Lahore, during the former reign, had been Empemr 
confidered as the capital of the empire, and the 
mofl fettled refidence of the prince. Jehangire, 
whofe lungs were weak, wifhed to breathe in 
the free air of the north ; and the improve- 
ments which he made in the palace and gardens, 
had rendered Lahore the moft convenient and 
beautiful, if not the mofl magnificent of the Im- 
perial refidences. Shaw Jehan, however, whofe 
attention to the affairs of the empire was always 
uppermoft in his mind, thought Lahore too difiant 
from the fouthern provinces ; which, on account 
of their wealth, were the mofl important divifion 
of his dominions, He therefore refolved, as 
there was a profpeft of permanent tranquillity on \ 
the northern frontier, to remove his court to / 
Agra, where he arrived in the month of Novem- 
ber. The cavalcade which attended his progrefs, 
was magnificent and nnmerous beyond defeription. 

The armies returned from the north were in his 
train ; and half the citizens of Lahore, who, 
from his long refidence in that place, were be- 
come in a manner bis domellics, accompanied 
him on his march. He pitched his tents in the 
gardens of his favourite wife, Mumiaza Zemani. 

'i'he tomb of that princefs was now finifiied at a 
great expence ; and he endowed with lands a mo- 
naftery of Fakiers, whofe bufmefs it was to take 
care of the tomb, and to keep up ‘the perpetual 
lamps over her flirine. 


Nothing 
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Nothing material happened during nine months 
after the emperor’s arrival at Agra. The public 
buhnefs, which had been negledled through the 
alarm of the Perfian war, took up a part of his 
time ; and pleafure appropriated to itfelf the reft. 
§everal. beautiful acquifitions had been made in 
the haram ; and the emperor’s attention to the 
execution of juftice was interrupted by his love 
for women. A fon was in the mean time born 
to Dara, the Imperial prince. Shaw Jehan, who 
loved his fon, gave a magnificent feftival upon the 
occafion. Plis pofterity began to multiply apace, 
A fon was born to Aurungzebe, whom he named 
Mahommed Mauzim j and Morad had this year 
a daughter, whom be called Zebe-ul-Nifla, of, The 
Ornament of Women. The emperor, in the 
courfe of the year, made an excurfion to Ajmere ; 
and after he returned to Agra, Dara was feized 
with a violent fever, which endangered his life. 

The emperor’s alarm for Dara was fcarce fub- 
fided, when a dreadful accident happened to his 
eldeft daughter, whom he loved above all his 
children. Returning one night from vifiting her 
father to her own apartments in the haram, fhe 
unfortunately brufhed with her clothes one of the 
lamps .which flood in the pafiage. Her clothes 
caught fire ; and, as her modefty, being within 
hearing of men, would not permit her to call for 
afliftance, fhe was fcorched in a terrible manner. 
She ruflred into the haram in flames ; and there 
were no hopes of her life. The emperor was 
much afflicled. He gave no audience for feveral 
days. He diftributed alms to the poor ; he opened 
ilie doors of prifons j and he, for once, became 
devout, to bribe Heaven for the recovery of his 
favourite child. He, however, did not' in the 
mean time neglefl: the common means. Anit- 
Alla, the moft famous phyfician of the age, was 

brought 
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brought exprefs from Lahore; and the Sultana, a D. 
though by flow degrees, was reftored to health. ‘^45* 
The princefs had fcarce recovered, when the lolf/ 
emperor himfelf efcaped from imminent danger, 

The brother of the Maraja,whofe name was AmarRanuief^ 
Singh, having rebelled againft the deciflon 
Shaw Jehan in favoui' of his father’s will, wassmgh. 
defeated by a detachment of the Imperial army, 
and fent prifoner to court. When he was brought 
into the emperor’s prefence, he was forced, by the 
lords in waiting, to make the ufual fubmifliDns, 
and the emperor pronounced his pardon from the 
throne; defiring him at the fame time to take his 
place among the lords, m the rank which had 
been conferred upon him on a former occafion. 

He accordingly took hts place ; but being a young 
man of a proud and ungovernable fpirit, he burnt 
with rage at the late indignity, as well as at the pa*! 
injury, done him by the emperor, in preferring to 
him his younger brother. He drew his dagger 
in fecret ; and ruflied furioufly toward the throne. 

Sillabut Chan, the paymafler-general of the forces, 
threw hirnfelf before Amar, who plunged his 
dagger in his body, and Ifretched him dead at his 
feet. Chilulla, Seid Salldr, and feveral other 
lords drew immediately their fwords, and flew the 
Hindoo prince on the fpot. The emperor, who 
had defcended from his throne with his fword in 
his hand, ordered the body to be dragged out of 
the hall of audience. A number ofhis followers, 
feeing their mailer dead, fell upon the guards, 
and fought till they were cut off to a man. 

'Ihe Ufbecs, who had for a long time remain- incurfion* 
cd quiet, made art incurfion this y ear into the ter- 
litories of the empire. 'Lhey were led by Kuli 
the general of Mahommed, king of the Well- 
ern Uibecs. Ali Murdan, governor of Cabul, 
marched out and defeated the invaders. He fol- 
lowed 
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A. D. lowed his vi6iory, and driving the fugitives be= 
yond the limits of the empire, ravaged their 
i^T. country as far as Balick, and returned with a 
confiderable booty. The news of the victory ar- 
rived at Agra, on the day that another fon was 
born to Dara the Imperial prince. I'he emperor 
exprefled his fatisfaflion on this double occafion 
of joy, by lefloring Abdalla, his own former ’ 
friend, to the dignities of which he had been 
deprived, on account of his mifmanagements in 
the government of the province of Behar. Ab- 
dalia, however, did .not long enjoy the good 
change in his fortune. He died in the eightieth 
year of his age, having been fixty years a noble 
of the emphe. At the time of his death, he was 
pofTeffed of the dignity of fix thoufand horfe. He 
had pafl'ed through all the various viciffitudes of' 
fortune. He was engaged in every war, and was 
imfuccefbful in all ; yet he was eheemed an able 
and adlive general. 

Auu-ne;. Data, by his conftant refidence with his father, 
p’over' gained an afcendency over his mind. The' 
from the prince was free, generous and manly; pleafmg' 

rjecan. converfatioR, affable, polite and mild. The' 

emperor loved him as a friend, as well as a fon : 
he liftened to his advice and ftudied to pleafe him. 
He reprefented to his father, that it was danger- . 
ous to the repofe of the empire to leave fo long' 

the management of the Decan in the hands of 

Aurungzebe. “'I truft,” fays he, “ to my’ 
brother’s honour ; but why fliould the happinefs' 
of the emperor depend upon the honour of any 
man? Aurungzebe pofleffes abilities; and his 
manner, and perhaps his integrity, has gained 
him many friends. They, in their ambition, 
may perfuade him to things which, without their 
advice, he would abhor. The army he com- 
mands are, by habit, accuflomed to perform his 

pleafure, 
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pleafure, and are attached to his perfon. What A n. 
if they fhould prefer the fpoils of the empire, to 
their watchful campaigns on our frontiers? Are 1055 *. 
the troops, debauched by the loofe manners of 
the capital, fit to cope with men inured to arms ? 

To forefee danger is to no purpofe,” continued 
Dara, “ unlcfs it is prevented. It is my part 
to advife my father and fovereign ; his to do 
what he pleafes : but to lemove Aurungzebe from 
the government of the Decan, is to remove temp- 
tation from that prince. If he is that devout man 
he pretends to be, he will thank Heaven for 
being deprived of the means of committing 
crimes.” 

The emperor was fenfible of the jufiice of 
Dara’s obfervations ; and he complied with his eiupero^* 
requeft. He was naturally fond of his children: 
he liked their fpirit, and loved their afpiring ge- 
nius, He was, however, too prudent not to 
forefee the difiurbances wliich were likely to rife 
from even their good qualities. His afleftion, 
when they were young, prevented him from fol- 
lowing the policy of other Defpots, by fhutting 
up every accefs of knowledge from their minds: 
and to keep them at court after they had com- 
manded armies and provinces, would be a perpe- 
tual fource of animofity between them, and of 
uncafinefs to himfelf. He was heard often to 
lay, “ 1 have the Tons 1 wilh ; yet 1 wifii 1 had 
no fons.” But hitherto he bad no juft reafon to 
complain: they kept on apparent good terms 
with one another, and they implicitly obeyed his 
commands. 

Orders were fent to Aurungzebe to remove to Aurung- 
Ahmedabad, the capital of Guzerat, where he 
fiiould find a cemmiflion to govern that province, rat. 

The prince obeyed j and Chan'Dowran, who had 
lately been governor of Calhmire, was advanced 
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A. D. to the fuperintendency of the conquered provinces;, 
’<545- and to the command of the troops Rationed on 
the fouthern frontiers of the empire. Dowran 
--'v — did not live to enjoy his high office, being aflaf- 
finated by one of his domeflics, whom he had 
puniffied for fome crime. Sixty lacks of roupees, 
or about feven hundred and fifty thoufand pounds 
of our money, were found in coin and jew'eis in 
his tent. The emperor was his heir, as he had 
amafied his fortune in his fervice. He had been 
governor of fcveral provinces ; and he poflefied 
the rank of feven thoufand horfe in the' empire. 
When the news of his death came to court, Ifiam 
Chan was appointed his fuccelTor ; and that lord 
fet out for his government, in the month of Au- 
guft of the year 1645. 

Saduiia The emperor, it has been already obferved, 
did not appoint any fucceflbr to Afiph jah in the 
high office of vifier. Sadulla, the chief fecretary 
of Afiph, who w’as acquainted with the bufinefs 
of the empire, tranfaded the duties of the office 
w’ithout the name. He was a man of abilities. 
His experience in his department recommended 
him firll to the emperor 5 and when he came to 
know him better, he efteemed him for his inte- 
grity. He w'as fent for one day to the prefence ; 
and the emperor, without previoufly acquainting 
him of his defign, delivered to him the feals of 
the empire ; and at the fame time prefented him 
with a patent, for the dignity of five thoufand 
horfe. . 

/(li Mur- A^'hilft thefe things are tranfabled at court, 
vades Bii- Murdan, governor of Cabul, continued his 
duchfhan. incuvfions into the dominions of the Ulbecs. He 
took the fort ot Shermud in Buduchflian, and 
fome other ftrong towns. When the winter* 
came on, he retreated into his province ; and 
took that opportunity of paying his refpefts to the 

emperor, 
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emperor, who, upon his return from a tour to 
Caflimire, had ftopt at Lahore, hhaw Jehan ap- 
proved of his incurfions, and recommended to 
him to continue the war. Ali returned to Cabul, 
and led his army to the north in the beginning 
of the fpring. He took the direft road to Balick ; 
but the enemy, turning his rear, cut off both his 
fupplies and his communication with Hindoftan. 
They, at the fame time, laid wafte their own 
country, by carrying off or deftroying the grain 
and cattle. Ali thought it prudent to retreat ; 
but the Ufbecs had retaken the forts whicli had, 
when he advanced, fallen into his hands. He, 
a fecond time laid fiege to Shermud j and, hav- 
ing forced it to furrender, he eftablifhed polls 
along the Ikirts of Buduchlhan, and then returned 
to Cabul. An ambaffidor, charged with rjch 
prefents, was difpatched this year to the court of 
Perfia, to congratulate Shaw Abas the Second, 
upon his acceHion to the throne. 

The emperor had not been returned to Lahore 
many days, before the famous Noor-Jehan, the 
, favourite Sultana of his father Jchangire, died in 
her palace in that city. ^ Twenty-five thoufand 
pounds had been annually paid to her out of the 
treafury; and, as her power ceafed with the 
death of her confort, fhe was too proud even to 
fpeak of public affairs, and fhe, therefore, ga>e 
up her mind to fludy, retirement, and eafe. The 
extraordinary beauty of her perfon has been al- 
ready mentioned ; we fhall now delineate the 
features of her mind. Her abilities were uncom- 
mon; for file rendered berfeJf abfolute, in a go- 
vernment in which women are thought incapable 
of bearing any part. Their power, it is true, is 
fomeiimes exerted in the haram; but, like the 
virtues of the magnet, it is filent and unper- 
ccived. Noor-Jehan flood forth in public; flie 
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A. D. broke through all rellraint and cuflom, and ac- 
quilted power by her own addrefs, more than by 
1055. the weaknefs of Jehangire. Ambitious, paf- 
^ fionate, infinuating, cunning, bold and vindic- 
tive, yet. her character was not flained with cru- 
elty ; and (lie maintained the reputation of chaf- 
tity, when no reftraint but virtue remained. 
Her paffions were indeed too mafculine. When 
we fee her ading the part of a foldier, fhe excites 
ridicule more than admiration ; and we are apt 
to forget that delicacy, beyond which her fex 
ceafes to pleafe. 

War with The inefFcdtual expedition of Ali againfi: the 
tncUfbecfc. -Qfbecs, did not induce the emperor to relinquifii 
the war. He fet up an antiquated claim, which 
his anceftors had on Buduchihan, and the diftrift 
of Balich, and moved with a great army toward 
Cabul, to fupport his pretenfions. When he ar- 
rived in that city, he detached fifty thoufand 
horfe with a large 'train of artillery, under the 
condufl: of prince Morad, to the north. Nidder 
Mahommed, who had taken Balich and its dif- 
tri£l by force from the Ufbecs, (hut himfelf up 
in that city, where he was befieged by Morad. 
Mahommed made but a poor defence ; for he 
evacuated the place in a few days. Morad en- 
tered the city in triumph. He proteded the in- 
habitants from being plundered j and detached a 
party in purfuit of Mahommed. His own army 
fell, in the mean' time, upon Mahommed; and 
' having plundered'hini of fixty lacks of roupees, 
feparated, and left him alone. The unfortunate 
prince had no refource but to fly his dominions,- 
which w'ere now over-run by the conquerors. 
He hoped to engage Perfia in his intereft, and he 
• haflened to Ifpahan. The prince Morad, in the 
■ mean time, took all his towns and caftles, at 
leifure: there was no enemy in the field, and 

fcarce 
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fcarcc a garrlfon uirhfn the trail;. Having Icfr a n 
ilctachincnfi of his army in the ennquereJ coun- 
tries, he motCil toA-Anl the frontiers of the cm* isjs. 
pirc; and watted there for order? of rccat. 

The cmp:ror havin.; fi'ccd Ins mind upon the 
complete conqucli of IJudiichntitt and Ualich, 
had no intcniion of txiihdiawin^ his army from 
thefe provinces. Mor^d became impatient. lie 
wrote lellcnt to hii father. He pretended want 
of health; he faid he dt/hked the coutrtry; and 
he camcllly requentM leave 10 rentrn. .Siiaw Jc- 
han, knouin,.* the real date of his fjn*t health, 
was much otfended at his rc.picd. He com- 
manded him to rcntaln in the north, to fettle the 
country according to the innru£lions j;ivcn to 
Iitm, and not to attempt to enter the dominions 
of Hindoflan without orders. Moud havin^:; a 
violent inclination to be near the captnl, in cafe 
of his fitItcrV death, and preferrm/; the rich and 
fertile provinces of the fouth 10 the dcrilc reppons 
of the north, obflinatcly difobeyed the emperor, 
left the army, and returned 10 Cabul. His fa- 
ther refcnicd this undutifol behaviour. He for* 
njally divcflcd lutn of the fovcrnmcni of MouU 
tan, and of all his dignities, without admitting him 
into liis prcfence. lie at the fame time ilTucd an 
cdi£l, which baniditd Morad to the mountains 
ofl’cHiawir. Sadulla the vificr was fent to fclilc 
the affairs of the north. 

'I'lie fugitive prince Mahoinmed having arrived 
at Ifpahan, was treated by Shaw Abas with great & t4 ” 
friendfhip and Tcfpc^\. He received at dillcrcnt I’o* 
times four lacks of roupecs, for his fubfillencc. 

He, however, could obtain no aid. llis appli* 
cations were counicraflcd by the ambaffador of 
India ; and, befides, the Perfian was not fond of 
war. 'J’he bad fuccefs of Mahommrd foured iiis 
temper. He fpokc dlfrcrpcflfully of Sliaw Abas 
X 3 and 
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and his minifters. His fubfiftence was with- 
drawn, and he was reduced to great diftrefs. 
Sadulla, in the mean time, fettled the affairs of 
Balich. In the year 1646 he was recalled to 
court ; and the emperor returned to Lahore. 
Morad, in the mean time, wrote letters of con- 
trition to his father. He owned his error, and 
expreffed his grief. His friends folicited warmly 
in his favour. He was permitted to come to 
court; and, by his prudent management, he 
foon regained the affeftions of his father, who 
reftored him- to his dignities, and to the govern- 
ment of Moultan. 

When the prince of Balich was deferted by his 
own army, and obliged to take refuge in Perfia, 
his fon Abdul Aziz, who commanded a body 
of troops in another part of the province, threw 
himfelf under the protedlion of the northern Uf- 
becs. The petty chieftains beyond the Oxus 
were induced, by promifes of advantage to them-' 
felves, to join his fmall fquadron ; fo that he foon 
found himfelf at the head of an army. He how- 
ever could not cover his intentions of invading 
the conquered dominions of his father, from the 
Mogul garrifon of Balich ; who fent advices of 
the approaching ftorm to the emperor. That 
monarch ilfued orders to his fon Aurungzebe to 
leave Guzerat, and to haften to take the com-, 
mand of the army in the north. The emperor 
himfelf marched to Cabul to fuftain the opera- 
tions of his fon ; whilft Dara commanded ano- 
ther army in the environs of Lahore. Shaw Je- 
han, upon this occalion, Ihewed an inftance of 
his generofity. Two of the fons of the prince of 
Balich, together with fome of his wives and 
daughters, had been taken prifoners in the war. 
The fobs, he raifed to the rank of nobles; and 

the 
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the women were treated with the decency and re- a. n. 
fpcCl due to their quality. 

Aurun^'^acHc, who war fond of ai)lon, poRcJ i-,V. 
wlili great expedition to Ihilich. He took the 
command of ilic troops upon hii arrival ; and he A.it^;-c- 
was informed iliat the enemy were, by that time, 
advanced to within a few miles of the place. llct! « n. 
funreyed the work?, and made rcintxiraty repair? ; 
then devolving the command of the garrifon 
upon Uaja Mado Singh, he marched out againfl 
the Udiccs with the troops which had flocked in 
to his flanJard from the iinicnablc pofls in tlic 
province. Ihhadtir, of tbc Uobilla tribe of Af- 
gans, commanded ibe vanguard. AH Murdan 
avas fiationed on the right wing, and /ifler on 
tile left. 'Hie prince liimfcif, after having mar- 
(hailed the field, took his pofl in the center. 

'l*hc enemy, feeing the good order and firmnefs 
of the Moguls, declined, for that day, to come 
to a£Hon. Tlicy, hosvcvcr, fktrmiflicd with fmall 
parties, whilfl the main body rctrcatetl. Night 
coming on, Aurungaebc lay on Im arms. 

When day-light appeared, the prince formed Hr 
bis line of march, and purfued the Ulbccs. Sc-*®'’’*'’*'* 
vcral detachments of the enemy hovered round, 
and iiifultcd him from time to time, whilfl others 
turned his rear, and began to plunder a part of 
Ids baggage: the main body, in the mean time, 
began to form in his front. 7?»c prince detacheti 
parties from the line, who drove the flying ftjua- 
drons of the enemy from the field. Mo then 
drew up his forces in the fame order as on the 
preceding day; but Zificr, from exerting liiin- 
Iclf loo mucij, was' feized with a violent fever, 
and obliged to devolve his command on his Ton. 

He fcarcc liad retired, wlicn Abdul Aziz ad- 
vanced upon the Imperialifts with his wliole force. 

ZilTer again mounted his horfe, and when he re- 
turned 
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turned to his poll:, he found his fon in clofe en- 
gagement with the Ufbecs. The enemy ad- 
vanced with redoubled violence; but Ziffeij y/ho 
now had refumed the command, ftopd his ground 
with great fpirit and firmnefs, till he received 
nine wounds. He fell, with lofs of blood, from 
his horfe, and two of his fons covered him from 
the Ufbecs, and carried him between their horfes 
to the rear. 

Abdul Aziz, in the mean time, with ten thou- 
fand Tartar horfe, fell in, fword in hand, with 
Ali iVfurdan on the right. The conteft was fierce 
and bloody. The Tartars, proud of their native 
valour, defpifed the oppofition of troops whom 
they deemed inferior to themfelves ; the Impe- 
rialifts being chiefly compofed of foldiers from the 
north, and better difciplined than the Tartars to 
war, flood their ground with great firmnefs, and 
checked the confident bravery of the enemy. 
Ali exhibited all the qualities of an able general, 
and valiant foldier : he fometimes encouraged his 
troops by words, but pftener by example ; and 
finding that the enemy charged in a deep column, 
he contracted and flrengthened his line. The 
Ufbecs were thrice repulfed ; but defeat only ren- 
dered them more defperate. In the fourth charge, 
the Imperialifls were thrown into confufion ; but 
they were rather borne down than defeated. 
They were on the point of flying; but Aurung- 
zebe came in to their aid. 

The prince had been engaged in the center, 
where the aCtion had not been fo hot. Finding 
how affairs went on the right, he fprmed into a 
column, and advanced on full fpeed on the flank 
of Abdul Aziz, That chief, however, was ready 
to receive him. The fliock was violent and 
bloody. A mighty fliout arofe on either fide ; 
and men feemed to forget they were mortt^l. 
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Hjc TJrt)cc was at the lall o\crpos'crcil, ariil a. n 
tlriscn ofi* the ficKl ^^ith p.rcat nti‘;;h!cr. An- 
run^qrebe thought hifufclf in ix^fTc'Iion of a com. 
plctc ^iclory ; hut the battle va* not )ct o\cr. 

*i‘hc enemy tooh a circuit ronn ! il:c right, t;!it.rc 
All \ras rertoring the line of hi* broken f«^ui- 
drons, and fell upon the rear of the Imperialifh. 

The x-anguart! had retired iluihcr after the con. 
mcnccmcnt of the aflion, and formed a line 
round the artillery ^^hich had been little ufed. 

Abdul Aria attaclctl them with great \io!cncc, 
and drove them from the guns. Jlaliadur, \Ojo 
commanded the \an|;ujTd, rallied them, and fuf. 
tained the charge till Aurung.'thc came up in 
full fpccJ from the line. Abdul A?i.: was again 
rcpulfed vviili great flaughtcr, and the remains of 
ihc Uflicc army quitted the field in difordcr. 

The prince, after the aftion was over, advanced 
and tooK poncflioii of the cncm>*s camp, h was l/n^p 
now dark; and fuch an tmprcflmn had the valour 
of the enemy made upon the Impcrialifls, that 
even the flight of the vanquiflied could not con- 
vince them of their viflory. A panic fci/cd the 
viclon; frequent alarms diflurhcd the night; 
and, though fatigued and wearied, they lay fleep. 

Icfs upon their arms. Morning appc.Tring con- 
vinced them of their error, and difeovered to 
them how much ilioy had done, by the number 
of the (lain, 'leu tUoufiud lay dead ou the field. 

Many ofiicers of diflinflion fell on the Impcrhl 
fide; and Aurungrtbc jitlUy acquired great repu- 
tation from the fortunate end of fuch an oblli- 
natc battle. 

The Ufliccs, under their gallam leader, being ii>pr 
frufiraicd in their dcftgns on Ualtch, by the fig^fon^nu. 
nal viflory obtained over them, fell upon the t^uchth/n 
province of Buduchflian. Dcfpairing of conquer- 
ing that province, they laid it w.a(tc, and Idled 

their 
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fmall annual iribnie. 'lint prince bcinj ficfc, a n. 
fent his grandfon Cliufero to Aiirungatlbc to fign 
the terms of this pacification. .oj; 

• The emperor, in the month of April of the — r — -> 
^car 1647, returned to Lahore; and Attrung-'i mpfrnr 
7cbc, after tlic trciiy v,as Hgncd and ratified, 
joined his father in tliat city, lie was appointed to 
the government of Aloultait, to which provineche 
went, after remaining a very few da)s at court, 
llic prince Suja was, at the fimc time, fent to 
command in the province of Cnbul, to watch the 
motions of the Tartars on the northern frontier. 

'ihc war with the Ulbccs was untlcrtalvcn through 
wantonnefs; and ended, though fuccefsful, with 
lofs to the empire, Stx mtlhons were expended 
upon it out of the Imperial treafury, befides 
cllatcs granted to the nobility to tlic value of one 
million more. The emperor had a puff of repu- 
tation for this enormous fum. 

Shaw'Jchan, who became jealous of the abili- iMtoi of 
lies and ambition of his fons, repented fincerdy of 
having raifed them to the firft o/Hccs of the Hate, 
and to the government of the richeft provinces of 
the empire. They had hitherto maintained a Ihcw 
of implicit obedience; but the nation looked up 
to their power and confcqucnce, and fccined ap. 
parently to divide ihemfcivcs into parties in their 
favour. To prevent them from taking a ftronger 
bold of the affc^ions of the people, he removed 
them from one province to another, to prevent 
an incrcafe in their popularity, and to inure ilienl 
to obedience. In the.mid(l of this policy, the 
complying vveaknefs of the father prevailed over 
the prudence of the monarch. None of his fons 
liked the northern provinces. Ihcy fuited not 
with their pride, and they were not fit for 
their ambition. They were defiitute of trea- 
furc to acquire dependants : they abounded not 
in lucrative employments to gratify friends. Mo- 

rad, 
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D. ry, by an ad of difobedience, had quitted the 
1648.' north: Aurungzebe^ by his addrefs, waspermit- 
fj’l; ted to leave it ; and Suja, by his friends at court, 
^ wrought fo much upon the emperor, that he was ^ 
removed from Cabul to the government of Benr 
gal. 

Pefides at The cmpcror, ever fond of fedivals, found an 
Delhi. opportunity of exhibiting his generofity and hof- 
pitality, upon finifhing the repairs of the city of 
Delhi. Seven hundred and fifty thoufand pounds 
had been laid out on the Imperial palace ; in which 
the emperor mounted the throne of his anceftors, 
on the firft of April of the year 1648. The no- 
bility paid their compliments with magnificent pre- 
fents j and their ladies waited with gifts of value, 
upon the mod favoured of the emperor’s wives. 
During nine days the whole city, as well as, the court, 
were entertained at the public expence. Magni- 
ficent drefies were didributed among the great offi? 
cers and feveral new Omrahs, among whom were 
the two fons of prince Dara, were created. Hamid, 
one of the difciples of the great Abul Fazil,pre- 
fented, upon the occafion, to the emperor, a 
hidory of the fird ten years of his reign, and 
received a princely prefent. 

Froino. The emperor remained at Delhi nine months, 
tions. 2.r\d retuined to Lahore in the end of De? 
cember the fame year. Soon after his arrival 
in that latter city, he raifed the vifier to the 
rank of feven thoufand ; and gratified him, at 
the fame time, with the government of Behar, 
which he was permitted to hold by deputy. The 
abilities of this lord in his high deportment, and, 
above all, his unintriguing difpofition, if the ex- 
preffion may be ufed, recommended him in the 
highed degree to his mader.-^ He never fought 
a favour of the emperor ; and he conferred none 
without his permiffion. His adiduity to pleafe 

confided 
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confifle’d in his undeviating attention to bufinefs ; a D. 
and he gained the afFeftions of his prince, by mak- 
ing him believe, that he was the folefpring which ,059 
moved all the affairs of bis own empire. The 
vanity of Shaw Jehan induced him to wifh that 
every thing was done by himfelf ; and the pru- 
dent vifier did not, by his obvious interference, 
deprive him of the reputation which he flrove tp 
maintain. On the fame day that Sadulla was pro- 
moted to the government of liehar, the prince 
IVIorad was rajfed to that of the Decan. The em- 
peror, though fond of his fon, diflrufled his na- 
tural impetuofuy and fire : he therefore com- 
mitted the charge of the army on the frontiers 
to Shaw’ Nawaz, the father-in-law of Morad him- 
felf. Without the confent of this lord, Morad 
was not to attempt any thing of material concern 
to the empire. 

Ttjough the Imperial ambalTador, who had been 
fent to congratulate Shaw Abas the Second on his dahar.**”' 
accefiion to the throne, had been well received at 
Ifpahan, the court of Perfiahad not relinquifhed 
their pretenfions to the city of Candahar. The 
arrangements neceflary to reftore the kingdom 
to order, after the tyranny of Shaw Sefi, had 
hitherto engaged their attention j and the nume- 
rous armies employed by Shaw Jehan on his 
northern frontiers sgsrnll the VJbecs, rendered 
it imprudent to break with him, till they were 
withdrawn. After the pacification with the prince 
of Balich, the greater part of the Imperial army 
had been removed to the fouch, and a fair field 
was left for the defigns of Shaw Abas. That 
monarch accordingly, in the year 1648, marched 
with a great force toward Candahar; but the 
news of his preparations for the expedition had 
been previoufiy carried to Lahore. Shawjehdn, 
p’ho had arrived in that city toward the clofeof 

the 



so6 the history oe hindostan. 

/V. D. the year, detached fifty thoufand of his troops 
under the vifier to cover Candahar. The prince 
Aurungzebe joined that minifter with the forces 
ftationed in his province of Moultan j but before 
they arrived, the city was fiirrendered to the Per- 
fians by capitulation. Shaw Abas left ten thou- 
fand mufqueteers to garrifon the place, and re- 
treated with the reft of his army. 

Aurung- Aurungzebe and Sadulla inverted the place in 
the March of 1649. The fiege continued more 
’Kafn. than three months before a . pradlicable breach 
was made ; and the Imperialifts, in a general af- 
fault, were repulfed with great lofs. The prince, 
however, did not raife the fiege : he continued his 
approaches, but he made very little progrefs to- 
ward taking of the place. Winter was now ap- 
proaching, and the weather began to be already 
very fevere in that high country. There was a 
great fcarcity of forage and provifions ; and the 
warlike ftores were exhaufted. ' The ^emperor, 
being apprized of the ftate of his army, ordered 
the fiege to be raifed ; and Aurungzebe, without 
laurels, returned toward Lahore, 
irc-feats Nizier Ali, the Perfian governor of Candahar 
Murtizi, who commanded an army of ob- 
fervation on the frontiers of that province, hav- 
ing joined their forces, fell on the rear of the 
Imperialifts in their retreat. Aurungzebe be- 
haved upon the occafion, with his ufual fpirit and 
conduft. He fell upon the alfailants in the flank, 
with a column of cavalry, which he had filed off 
from his iront, when he firft obferved the enemy, 
i'he Ferfians Were repulfed with confiderable 
flaughter. Though defeated, they were not how- 
ever intimidated. Being reinforced from Canda- 
har, they hoyered round the Imperial army ; and, 
after a few days, formed their line and offered 
battle. Aurungzebe did not decline to come to 

adion. 



SHAW JEHAN. 

aftion. The (hock was from wing to wing ; and 
the conteft was long and bloody. The prince 
owed the vidlory which he obtained to the bravery 
of Ruflum, one of his generals, who command- 
ed the referve, confifting of two thoufand horfe. 

Ruflum, when the prince was on the point of 
quitting the field, fell on the enemy fword in hand, 
and threw them into confufion. Anrungzebe, in 
the mean time, reftored his ranks^ and returned to 
the charge. The Perfians fled, and were purfued 
twenty miles beyond the field ; and the prince 
returned, with unexpedled glory, to the emperor, 
who fet out foon after the arrival of his fon for 
Agra. 

The Ufbec Tartars beyond the Oxus, taking UHsecsap- 
advantage of the debilitated ftate of Nidder 
hommed, who had not recovered from the blow 
given to his power by the conquefi of his country 
by the Imperialifts, invaded the dominions of that 
prince. Mahommed applied, in the charafler of 
a valTa!, to the emperor, who was fo well pleafed 
with this mark of his fubmiflion, that he fent 
him a very confiderable Aim of money, which 
was the principal thing wanted. The efcort fent 
with the treafure to Balich, conveyed his women 
and children to Mahommed j but two of his fons, 

Chufero and Byrain, who had been created nobles 
of the empire, remained from choice in India. 

Many marks of the emperor’s favour were con- 
ferred on the family of Mahommed. An honorary 
drefs was given to each, together with a confider- 
able fum of money. Nor had their education 
been negleSed. Mailers had been appointed to 
teach the young princes j and the daughters were 
inftrufted in the fuitable accomplKhments of their 
fcjp* 

The prince Morad, as before related, had . 

been fent, under the tuition of his father-in-law, 

into Decan. 
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A. n. into the Decan. Proud, haughty, and full of 
fire, he could not bear, with patience, the con- 
troul of that lord. He pofTeffed abilities, and he 
^ knew it ; and he confidered it as an infupportable 
hardlhip to have the name, without the power of 
government. He, upon many occafions, ne- 
glected the counfel given him by Shaw Nawaz ; 
but at laft he added irifult to contempt, “ Know 
you not,” faid he one day to his father-in-law, 
“ that even you, who attempt to command me, 
are, by the Imperial commiffion, fubjeCt to my 
government. Behave yourfelf, therefore, as the 
humble advifer, not as the proud dictator of my 
meafuies.” Shaw Nawaz was enraged at this 
difrefpect ; and he wrote letters of complaint to 
the emperor, who, without further examination, 
removed his fon from the government of the De- 
can. He, however, conferred upon him that 
of Cabul, and removed Ali Murdan to the go- 
vernment of Caflimire. 

Aunmg- Morad, impatient in every ftation, did not 
long keep the government of Cabul. Aurung- 
zebe, by the command of the emperor, made 
preparations for re-commencing the fiege of Can- 
dahar. Morad, inftead of affifting him with the 
troops fiationed in his own province, threw 
every obftade in liis way ; and pretended that the 
necefiary fervice required all the troops under his 
command. To Aurungzebe’s commiflion for 
taidng his choice of all the troops in the 
northern provinces, his brother oppofed his 
own commhTion for the abfolute command of 
the forces in Cabul. Aurungzebe wrote to 
tile emperor ; and Morad was ordered into 
the province of Malava. Upon his lemoval, 
his brother coliecled an army. The vifierjoined 
him with fifty thoufand horfe from the fouth, ef- 
coriing five hundred camels loaded with treafure 

to 
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CHAP. V. 


Dora's Jeahufy of Aitrimgzebe — liis bad fiiccefs 
before Candahdr — RaifA io a part of the Impe- 
rial power — Rebellion of the Rana — Rife and 
cbaradler of Jumla — Death of the vifier — War 
in Golconda — Exploits of Mahommed the fon of 
Aurimgzebe — War and redudlion of Bijapour-y^ 
Sicknefs of the emperor — Too great ^oioknce of 
Dara — Emperor removes to Agra — Recovers — 
Dara in high favour — Carries all before him at 
court. 


A. D. 

1652; 

Hig. 

1062. 


Dara’s 
•tealoufy 
of Au- 
ruKg2ebe. 


Though Shaw Jehan, by his great attention 
upon every occafion to Dara, had convinced his 
■fubjeds of his defign to appoint him his fuccef- 
for in the throne, that prince was jealous of the 
•growing reputation of Aurungzebe. The latter, 
in his frequent expeditions at the head of armies, 
found various opportunities of gaining friends, 
by the places of honour and profit which he had, 
by his commiffion, to beftow j and he was not of 
a difpofition to relinquilh by negligence, the in- 
fluence which he had acquired by favours. Cool, 
fubtle, and felf-denied, he covered his actions 
■with fuch an appearance of honefl; fincerity, that 

men- 
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men Imputed his attention to their own merit, ^ n. 
and not to his defigns. Ths penetrating eye of jj'S** 
his father had pierced the veil which he had thrown jci?, 
over his ambition ; but the implicit obedience 
which Aurung7cbc paid to all his commands 
flattered him into a kind of oblivion of his former 
obfcrvaiions on the duplicity of his charafler. 

Dara had cariicJ his jeabmfy of Awrwngzebc into 
a hind of ascrfion to his perfon. lie envied him 
when fucccfsrul ; and lie triumphed over his mif* 
fortunes: but his exultation was as fccretashis 
hatred, as both proceeded from fear, a paflion 
whicit his fouldirdaincd to own. 

Aurunezebe having twice mifearried in his at- 
tempts on Candah.ir, Uara wilhcd to gather hu- p-tttuon 
rcls where his rival had failed. He applied to 
his father for an army: infinuating, that the bad 
fuccefs which attended his brother, proceeded 
from his want of knowledge and conduct. A 
very large fum was iflued from the Imperial irca- 
fury ; and the army and artillery in the provinces 
beyond the Indus were fubmitted to the command 
of Hara. That prince invefled Candalur, The 
fiege continued five months, without any impref- 
fion being made. Tlic (lores were ai la(l cxbaull- 
ed, the troops were difpirited, and Dara found 
himfclf under the ncceflity of retreating with 
lofs of reputation. Shaw Jehan was filent upon the 
occafion j and even Aurungzebe, who triumphed 
Jn fecrct over Dara’s dir.ippomtincnt, attributed, 
in his converfation, this frefh mifearriage to the 
.(Ircngthof the place, more than to his brother's 
want of abilities in w’ar. 

The unfuccefsful expedition to Candahar did P' 
not (hake the emperor’s defign in favour of Dara. Irp" Mcd 
lie forefaw the tumult and diforder which were 
likely to arife from the ambition of his younger IwVeror. 
fons after his death ; and he refolved to habituate 

VoL. III. Y ’ them, 
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A.D. them-, in his lifetime, to thd authority of theit^ 
elder brother. Having ordered all the nobles to 
1062’. attend the prefence; he defcended from his 
throne, took Dara by the han^. and placed him 
under the Imperial canopy ; commanding the 
lord of the requefts to read aloud an edifl, chang- 
ing the name of Data into that of Shaw Belind 
Akbal, or The -Emperor of exajeted For-^ 
TUNE. “ Behold',’’ faid 'Shaw Jehan, “ youf 
future prince ! Upon him we leave the fupport 
of the reputation ahd honour of the family of 
Timur.” Nor was this merely, a, ceremony. ,He 
devolved on Dara a part of the Imperial power ; 
and made an allowance of more than ttvo mil- 
lions a-year, fot the expences of his. houfehold. 

A TurWdi Soon after this folemn appoiritmeiit of Dara to 
embafiy, t|ye fucccffion, Shaw Jehan made 'a'pfogfefs of plea;- 
fure to the city of Ajmere; During- His refideiice 
in that place; Zulfikar Aga, the Tufkilh ambaffador, 
arrived from B'uffora at Surat. He was received 
with the ufual honours', and efcorted by a party 
of the imperial cavalry to cOuft. The prefehtS 
v;hich he brought to the eriiperOr were rather 
curious and rare, than valuable. He was treat- 
ed with the higheft' diftihflion ; a table was' kept 
for him at the public expence ; and hd' was grati- 
fied with a confiderable prefent in money -for 
his own private ufe. He remained for fomb 
months in Hindoflan; and CainvBeg, an Omrah 
of dillinfiion,, returned with hiiix tO'Cohftantirio- 
plc, on the part of the emperor. 

febHs ^niid d h^hl'araja, 't\’hD owed his throfie to an Itli- 
is rciiuctd. perial decifion againfl; his elder brother, the uh- 
iortunate Amar Singh, forgot, about this time, 
the gratitude which he owed tb- Shaw Jehan. He 
fiopt the payment of the ftipulated tribute, . and 
began to fortify the ftrong city of Chitor. The 
emperor ^ detached thirty thoufand Hbrfe, under 

Badulla 



S H A W J E H A N. 213 

Sfldulla the \ificr, to chaflife him for his infolencc, A. D. 
and to dcmoiifli thexsorks. The Hindoo ptince 
hung out the flag of defiance* and the \iflcr in- lo&i. 
veiled Chii6r. Panics were at the fame time 
detached on all Tides to lay waftc the open coun- 
try. The rcfraflory prince had not the fpirit 
nccefiary to fupport his rebellion. He fent, on 
the eleventh day, to Sadulla a moil fubmiflivc 
overture of peace. The minlflcr referred him to 
the emperor, who flitl remained at Ajmere; but 
that monarch would not receive the letters. Or- 
ders were font to profecutc the fiege with vigour; 
and to give no terms. I’hc Maraja, in this ex- 
tremity, found means to convey a prefent to l)a- 
ra. That prince foftened liis faiher*» refentment ; 
and the Maraja, upon paying the cxpcncc of the 
vvar, was reinflated in his hereditary dominions. 

Tlie rnofl memorable tranfaflion of the year 
was the promotion of Mahommed Jumla, to ihccfjumll. 
rank of five thoufand horfe. lie was recom- 
mended to the emperor by the prince Aurung- 
ztht ; ahd as he is to make a gical figure in the 
fequel of ihchiflory, there is a'prop^ciy in pre- 
miflng fomeihing concerning lus origin and gra- 
dual rife. Jumla wMsa Perfijin, bornin Ardiflan, 
a village in the neighbourhood of Ifpahan, His 
parents, though ot fome rank, were extremely 
poor: he, however, found means to acquire fome 
knowledge of letters, which circumflance pro- 
cured for him the place of clerk to a diamond 
merchant, who made frequent journies to Gol- 
conda. In that kingdom he quitted his mafler’s 
fervice, traded on his own account, and acquired 
a confiderable fortune, which enabled him to pur- 
chafe a place at the court of Cuttub, fovereign of 
Tellingana. In that ftation he behaved fo w'ell 
that he attrafted the notice of his prince, wlio 
ralfed him to a confiderable rank in the army. 

Y a His 



THE HISTORY OF HINDOSTAFf. 

His military promotion opened a field for the abi' 
lilies of Jumla. He yielded to few in condufi;; 
in courage to none. He rofe by his merit to the 
head of the forces of Tellingana. He led the 
army into the Carnatic and, in a war which 
continued fix years, reduced that country to fub- 
jeftion. But when he conquered for his fovereign, 
he acquired wealth for himfelf. Cuttub wifhing 
to {hare with his general in the fpoil, difobliged 
him ; and he attached himfelf to the fortunes of 
Aurungzebe, who then commanded for his father 
in the conquered provinces of the Decan. The 
prince, who was an excellent judge of charafter, 
faw fo'mething extraordinary in Jumla. He found 
him, upon trial, a fit inftrument for his ambiti- 
on ; and he exerted all his influence at court in 
his favour. 

Soon after the promotion of Jumla, the eldefi: 
fon of the prince Suja was fent by his father from 
Bengal to pay his refpedls to the emperor. Shaw 
Jeban, naturally fond of his poflerity, was ftruck 
' with the accompliflihients of his grandfon ; and 
raifed him to the rank of feven thoufand horfe. 
To avoid giving umbrage to Dara, always jealous 
of dirtinclions beftowed on his brothers, Cipper 
Shekd, the fecond fon of that prince, was pro- 
moted to the fame rank of nobility. A magni- 
ficent fedival was given bn the occafion ; at which 
the dependants of the two dignified princes af- 
fifled. Though jealoufy prevailed in private be- 
tween the poflerity. of Shaw Jehan, in public 
there was nothing but harmony and affedion : 
Dara, who, with the flate of an emperor, poffef- 
fed alfq a part of the power, treated the fon of 
Suja with diflindion and refped. His fears of 
the ambition of Aurungzebe abforbed all his fuf- 
picions concerning the defigns of his other bro- 
thers. Suja, who was a man of pleafufe, was not 

■ ■ ■ fo 
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fo formidable as the hypocritical auflerity of Au- ad. 
rungzebe ; and the open valour of Morad, without ^ 5 ^* 
the neceflary balance of prudence, was not an ob- 1055^ 
je£t of ferious terror, 

On the twentieth of February, 1556, the vifier Death and 
died, after a fhort illnefs. He was fbrty-feven 
years of age at the time of hisdeceafe. Hisaf-fier. 
fiduity and ability in bufinefs recommended 
him, in an uncommon degree, to the empe- 
ror’s hffeSions 5 and the bier of the miniller 
was bathed with the tears of his prince. His 
parts were rather folid than ftiining : indullry and 
indefatigable perfeverance made up for the defeats 
of his genius. Experience rendered him mailer of 
the detail of finance; and he was by habit con- 
verfant in the inferior intrigues, which are the 
fpringsof actions of moment. His mind was too 
much circumferibed in its powers, to compre- 
hend, at one view, the great line of public af- 
fairs; but he could execute with precifion 
what he could not plan with judgment. He was 
fond of military fame, but he was unfuccefsful in 
the field ; though neither deficient in condufl nor 
deftitute of courage. Superflition, which was 
none of the follies of the age, was the greatefl 
defefl in his charafler ; and his fanflity was faid 
to be frequently a cloke for difiionourable deeds. 

The influence of Jumla with AvATungzebc, 
was thefource of anew war in the Decan, though 
another caufe was afllgned, to reconcile the em- 
peror to the meafure. Cuttub Shaw, fovereign of 
Tellingana and of a great part of Golconda, had, 
upon the defenion of Jumla, imprifoned the fon 
of that lord, and feized upon his wealth. Au- 
rungzebe complained, in repeated letters, of Cut- 
tub to his father ; alleging, that he was dilatory 
in the payment of his annual tribute to the em- 
pire. He therefore applied for leave to bring the 

refraftory 
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A. D. refraGory prince to reafon by force. The empe- 
ror, jealous of his authority, gave perraiffion for 
the march of an army into the dominions of Cut- 
tub. Mahommed, the eldeft fon of Aurungzebe, 
commanded in this expedition j a brave, an ob- 
ftinate, and a haughty prince, not to be fwayed 
from his purpofe either by argument or fear. 

Mahom- Mahommed, at the head of twenty thoufand 
?bn'^o?An- horfe, entered fuddenly the dominions of Cuttub ; 
rungzebe and that prince, expeding nothing lefs than hof- 
' tilities, was totally unprepared for war. Fie fent 
meffengers to the camp of the Imperialifts ; and 
paid down the arrears of the tribute. He, at the 
fame time, releafed Amin, the fon of Jumla ; and 
endeavoured to footh Mahommed with rich pre- 
fents. This, however, was not the foie objed of 
the expedition of the Imperialifts. The fortune 
of Jumla was ftillin the hands of Cuttub, A juft 
reftitution was demanded ; and the latter in vain 
objeded, that the accounts between him and Jura- 
la were not fettled ; and, therefore, that till they 
were adjufted, he could form no judgment of the 
fum which ought to be paid, Mahommed continu- 
ed obftinate, and advanced to the gates of Hy- 
drabad. When things appeared ready to come 
to extremities, a few chefts of money and fome 
calkets of jewels were delivered by Cuttub, as 
the whole wealth of Jumla, Amin made greater 
claims in the name of his father ; and the prince, 
offended at the prevarications of Cuttub, ordered 
him to come out of the city to do him homage, as 
the grandfon of his emperor and lord. 
jattesHy- The pride of Cuttub was ftill greater than his 
^ ’ avarice. His rnind revolted againft the very idea 
of homage ; and his rage overcame his prudence. 
Mahommed entered Hydrabad. Death and con- 
fulion filled every ftreet, and the city was fubmit- 
ted to the ravages of fire and fword. The fpoil 

was 
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was great, but the deftruflion was immenfe. a d. 
The avarice of the Imperialifts was defeated by 
their fury. 'J*he flames moved quicker than de- 10^6. 
predation ; fo that except filvcr,gold, and jewels, 
which neither the rage of men nor of fire could 
deftroy, nothing of value remained to the conque- 
rors. 

Cuttub, from this fcene of flaughter, 
and ruin, fled totheold cityof Golconda, which [Jng of 
flood about fix miles from Ilydrabad. A number Golconda. 
of his troops and many of the citizens followed 
their fovereign. Mahommed immediately invert- 
ed Golconda. Cuttub, in bis diftrefs^.refolved 
to try the fortune of the field. He accordingly 
marched out with fix thoufand horfe, twelve thou- 
fand foot, and a great rabble of half-armed men, 
to give battle to the Imperialifts. The affair was 
foon decided. Cuttub was defeated 5 and the 
enemy entered the city at his heels. The horrors 
of war were renewed in every form. Mahom- 
med waded through blood ; Cuttub threw him- 
felf at his feet, but he was not to be appeafed by 
fubmifllon. The unfortunate prince at length pro- 
duced his beautiful daughter, Rizia, to the vic- 
tor, and he Iheathed his fword. He married her 
in form, and a magnificent fertival was held to 
celebrate the nuptials. Mirth was mixed with 
forrow ; and pageants of joy with the folemn fu- 
nerals of the dead. 

Mahommed, after finifliing /with more good to 

fortune than reputation the war with Cuttub, 
turned to his father, who refided at Brampour. 
Aurungzebe wrote a pompous account of theXuc- 
cefs of his fon to the emperor; and that monarch 
raifed him to the ;-ank of eleven thoufand horfe. 

Shaifta, the fon of the late vifipr Afiph, was /e- 
cond in command in the expedition againft Hydra- 
bad ; and he, as a reward for his feryices, was 

dignified 
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dignified’ with the honours of fix thoufand horfe. 
Jumla, who had hitherto remained wdth Aurung- 
zebe at Brampour, charged himfelf with the let- 
ters of that prince to his father. His fon Amin 
attended him to court •, and both were received 
with diftinguilhed marks of kindnefs and efteem. 
His knowledge and abilities recommended Jumla, 
in a high degree. Ihe place of vifier was vacant 
by the death of Sadulla, and notwithftanding the 
remonfirances of Dara, who was averfe to Jumla 
on account of his attachment to Aurungzebe, 
that lord was invefted with the higheft office in 
the empire. The avarice of the emperor joined 
iffue, in this promotion, with the merit of Jumla. 
"When he received the feals, the prefents which he 
made amounted to more than fixty thoufand 
pounds of our money. 

The emperor, foon after the promotion of Jum- 
la, took a tour of pleafure toward the north. 
Having hunted for forae time in the forefts on the 
banks of the Ganges, he returned to Agra ; and, 
^ upon his arrival, received intelligence of the 

death of Adil, king of Bijapour. The principal 
officers at the court of Adil, without afi^ing per- 
miffion of the emperor, raifed the fon of the de- 
ceafed to the throne. This condudl was highly 
refented by Shaw Jehan, who confidered the do- 
minions of Bijapour as an appendage of the em- 
pire. 1 he expedient upon which he fell, was, in 
ibrae meafure, the fource of his misfortunes. 
The new vifier was ordered with twenty thoufand 
horfe into Bijapour, to depofe the fon of Adil, 
till he fliould make his fubmiffions in the Im- 
perial prefence. Amin, who was his father’s de- 
puty in his high office, remained at court to carry 
on the bufinefs of that department. 

month of November of the year 1656, 
ot All • died Ali Murdan, the nominal captain* general of 
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the Imperial forces, on his return from Agra fp 
his province of Cafhmire. His defection from 
his fovereign, the emperor of Perfia, and his de- 
livering up theimpoltant fortrefs of Candahar, 
had highly recommended him to Shaw Jchan j 
and he had abilities to keep the favour \\hich he 
had once acquired. The defigns of Shaw Sefi 
^jgainft his life, were a fulTicient apology for his 
revolt from that prince j and the fidelity with 
which he ferved his benefa^or, is a proof that 
ncceffity was the foie caufe of his treachery. He 
was rather a dignified than a great charader; 
more fit for the taiigues of the held than ior the 
intrigues of the clofet. lie was a iaiihful fervant 
to his prince, a confiant and unihaken friend, 
an adive and a gallant officer. A love of poney, 
which did not amount to abfolutc avarice, was the 
greaieft defecl of his miudj but, were we to judge 
from the number of his dependants, he was polfelTed 
of a generous difpofition. Being always abfent 
from court in the gqvernment of various provinces, 
he had no opportunity for expending his vafl: in- 
come } and he therefore amalTed j^reat wealth. 
The emperor became the heir of his fortune, 
which, in money and jewels, amounted to one 
million eight hundred and fcventy-five thoufand 
pounds. 

Intelligence of the march of Jumla flew before 
him to the kingdom of Bijapour. AIi, the vifier 
of the deceafed Adil, who had raifed the fon of 
that prince lo the throne, had forefeen the florni 
which was now gathering over his head. He le- 
vied forces ; he fortified his difmantled caftles and 
towns. Jumla, in the mean lime, advanced to 
Brampour. Aurungzebe joined him w'ith his 
forces ; and, with his ufual affefled humility, 
pretended to fubmit himfelf to the command of 
[iis father’s vifier. That minifler, however, was 

too 
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too much attached to the interefls of the prince 
to avail himfelf of his modefty; and though 
Jumla bore the name of commander in chief, the 
orders of Aurungzcbe were only iffued and obey- 
ed. The greatefl harmony fubfilled between them ; 
for they reckoned this prefent expedition as a 
fortunate prelude to their future defigns. 

The rapid march of the Imperialilts difeon- 
certed the mcafures of .Ali. He had collccled 
an army, but it was too fmall and the troops 
too raw to rifque ‘the fortune of the field. He 
threw a numerous garrifon into Bider, which 
is one of the flrongeft, places in Hindoflan. 
With a body of cavalry he himfelf harafled the 
enemy, leaving the command at Bider to Jan 
JifTi ', who had been thirty years governor of 
that important fortrefs. Aurungzcbe arriving 
before Bider, reconnoitred it with great attention 
and care. He forefaw the difficulty whigh would 
attend a fiege ; and he endeavoured, by bribes 
and large promifes, to corrupt the fidelity of 
Jiffi. That old officer rejedted his propofals with 
indignation and difdain ; and the prince, dc- 
fpairing of fuccefs by intrigue, prepared to enfure 
jt by force : he accordingly made his approaches 
to Bider. 


On the twenty-feventh day of the fiege, a mine 
being fprung, a prafticable breach was made in 
the firfl wall. Aurungzcbe, wifliing to make a 
lodgment within the wall, ordered an aflault. It 
happened that one of the principal rnagazines of 
the place vvas under a great baflion in the fecond 
wall, oppofite to the breach. The befieged hav- 
ing expended all their granadoes and ammunition 
in repelling the attack, this magazine was thrown 
open, that they might fupply themfelves with 
more. A rocket by accident fell near the door 
of the magazine, upon fome powder that had 

been 
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been fcaitcrcd there in the confufion. It took A n 
fire, ancj, communicating with the magazine, 
blew up the haflion, which was covered with pco. to6V 
pie, and deflro)cd the greateft pare of the garri- 
ion, who Ind been drawn together into that place 
to oppofe the enemy. 'Ihc governor and his 
three Tons were numbered among the dead. 

The aflailanis, in the mean time, lunircd confi- 
derably from the csplofion. 'Ihc whole place 
was expofed. Ihc Impcrialins took advantage 
of the conOernation of thefurvlving part of the 
enemy. A thick darknefs, occafioned by the 
fmokc and duft, covered Bidcr: Aurungzebe 
ruflied over the ruins ; and when light began to 
appear, he found hiinftlf in the midft of the cita- 
del, Though (here was no rcfi/iancc, dcatli ra- 
%agcd all aroundliim j for even his authority 
could not appeafe, for fomc time, the rage of 
the troops. 

All, who Iiad looked on Bidcr as impregnable, 
had dcpofiicd in that city the grcatcfl part of his * 
young iovcrcign’s wealth; and Aurungzebe ac- 
quired an iinincnfe treafurc as well as an unex- 
pc£led reputation, from the capture of the place. 

The minifter, though ftruck with the lofs of his 
ilrongcfl fortrefs, did not give all his hopes away. 

He colleQed a numerous army of Abyflinian mer- 
cenaries under the walh of Kilburga ; and placed 
the prince at their head. Aurungzebe defpifed 
the enemy too much to march agninfl him in per- 
fon. He detached twenty thoufand horfe, under 
the command of Mohabet, toward Kilburga ; 
whilfthc himfelf fat down before Kallian, which, 
after a*fiegc of a few' weeks, fell into his hands. 
Mohabet, in the mean time, came to battle with 
All, and defeated his mercenary army with great 
Daughter, Aurungzebe himfeif arrived in the 
camp foon after the battle, and invefled Kilburga, 
yvhere the fugitives had taken refuge, 

Kilburga 
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A. D. Kilburga was large and well fortified. The 
1657- garrifon w'as numerous, and made frequent fallies, 
^^67'. I'hey at length ilfued forth with their whole force, 
'‘—'"7 — ^ came to battle, and wfere driven back into the city 
with great flaughter. Thefe repeated efforts weak- 
ened thofe within ; but one of the generals of 
young Adil, who commanded a body of horfe, 
was very aftive in haraffmg from wdthput, the 
Imperial army. He cut off their convoys ; and 
a fcarcity prevailed in their camp. Aurungzebe, 
however, was not to be driven from his defigns. 
lie carried on the fiege with unabating diligence ; 
and, having made a practicable breach in the 
walls, he took Kilburga by affault on the eleventh 
of June, 1657. Adil, led by his minifter Ali, 
threw himfelf at the feet of the conqueror. The 
tribute of Bijapour was fixed at one million eight 
hundred and feventy-five thoufand pounds j and 
a great fum toward defraying the expence of the 
•yvar, was paid down by Adil. He, at the fame 
time, was obliged to give up his ftrongefl forts, 
and to fettle eftates upon fome of the adherents of 
Aurungzebci That prince having changed the 
name of the city of Bider to that of Zifferabad, or 
the City of ViClory, returned in triumph to Bram-? 
pour, the feat of his government. 

Plans con- Jumla, the vifier of the empire, remained - in 
the army during the war againft . Bijapour. Af- 
vifierand ter the taking of Bider, the name of Aurungr 
appeared firfl in the commilfion for comr 
manding the army. The attachment and grati- 
tude of Jumla to that prince, induced him to 
requefl 'the emperor to confer upon him the ho- 
imur as well as the power in the expedition. The 
meafure befides was favourable to their concerted 
plans of ambition. Shaw Jehan was noW become 
aged j and his exceffes in venery had weakened 
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his conftilution. The fcene of ambition was not a d. 
difiant ; and Aurungzebe, who had opened his 
whole foul to Jumla, had concerted all his future ,067* 
meafures with that lord. Orders, in the mean v— 
time, arrived, for the vifier to return to court. 

Having fworn fidelity andfecrecy to one another, 
the prince and the minifter parted at the gates of 
Brampour. 

On the feventeenth of September, 1^57, Shaw Emppror 
Jehan was fuddenly feized, in the city of Delhi, 
with a paralytic diforder, accompanied with a vio- 
lent ftrangury. He remained in a ftate of m- 
fenfibility for feveral days, and all hopes of his 
recovery vanilhed. But by the copious bleeding 
prefcribed by his phyficians, he was at length 
relieved. His diforder, however, returned, though 
not with the fame violence ; and, on the occafion, 
the cuftomary edi£t for the remiffion of the taxes 
due for the year, when the life of- the emperor is 
in danger, was iflued, with the ufual formalities. 

Large fums were, at the fame time, given to the 
poor, and to Fakiers of reputed faniiity, for their 
prayers to Heaven for the recovery of Shaw Je- 
han. The mofques were filled with the devout; 
and the people in general exprelTed unfeigned 
grief at the danger of a monarch, under whofe 
aufpicious reign they had enjoyed protection and 
happinefs. All bufinefs was fufpended in Delhi. 

Silence prevailed over the whole place; except 
when that filence was broken by an.xious enquiries 
concerning the emperor’s health. Shaw Jehan 
was a ftranger to the intereft which he poflefled 
in the hearts of his fubjeCls, till he fell into a 
difeafe which was thought mortal by all. 

The emperor being by his diforder rendered Dara at- 
incapable of giving any attention to bufinefs, the gp1*ernl^“ 
management of public afiairs fell into the hands mcut. 
of Dara. His father had prepared for an acci- 

dent 
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dent which might occafion a fufpeiifion of go- 
vernment. An edi£t had foine time before been 
iiTued, bearing that the fignet of Dara ihould be 
confidered as equally valid with that of the em- 
peror, through all the dominions of the houfe of 
Timur. The prince, however, till Shaw Jehan 
fell ill, made no ufe of this extraordinary power. 
\V-hen his father became infenfible, Dara mounted 
the throne. Warm, vehement, and precipitate, 
he a6ted the fovereign with too much violence. 
He iffued out a public order, that no perfon 
whatever fliould prefume, under pain of death, 
to hold any correfpondence with his brothers, 
upon the prefent poflure of affairs. The agents 
of Aurungzebe and Morad at court, were feized, 
with their papers, and imprifoned. The money 
in their hands, on account of the princes, was 
locked up ; and, in fhort, the whole condud of 
Dara betrayed the moft violent fufpicions of the 
defigns of his brothers. 

The fufpenfion of the vifier was among Dara’s 
firff ads of power. He fufpected his fidelity, as 
being raifed to his office by the influence of Au- 
rungzebe. An Indian prince, by the title of 
Rai Raian, was made temporary vifier ; for the 
comnliffions given by Dara were limited exprefsly 
to the time of the emperor’s illnefs. The prince, 
in the mean time, ordered all the nobles into the 
hall of prefence. He explained to them, with 
unfeigned tears, the hopelefs condition of the 
emperor. Ke hinted the ambition of his bro- 
thers ; and the dangers which would arife to ^he 
empire from a civil war. ‘‘ The emperor,” faid 
he, “ more from an idea of juftice, than from 
any fuperior affedion to me, has appointed me 
his fucceflor in the throne ; and I find, in my 
own mind, no inclination to rclinquifli what 
Heaven and my father have thrown into my hands. 

Thofe, 
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Thofc, therefore, ^Iio will Oiow the cnrllcfl real A n. 
in my fuppori, fljall command my j;r«iiiiude. |jJ’* 

Be explicit and open, as I alv^-ays am ; and re- t&ci. 

folrc to continue faithfut. Such of you as owe 
favours to my brothers, will not ferve me with 
real. Let them, therefore, in liicir prudence, 
retire to their houfes, I want not their pretended 
fupport; and I will not bear with their intrigues 
in favour of others.** The wiflies of the prince 
were commands, llic lords, who Ind cflatcs in 
Bengal, in Gurcrat, and in the Decan, the go- 
vernments of Siija, Morad, and AurungrCbc, to 
avoid rufpicion, confined thcmfclvcs at home. 

On the ciglnecnili of Owlobcr, the emperor n^itv^r 
being much recovered of his difordcr, was placed 
by his Ton in a barge, winch vrzt ordered gra- 
dually to fall down the Jumna to Agra. The 
army and court mo\cd along the banks of the 
river, with flow marches, under the command 
of Dara; who, though he pafl'cd the mofi of his 
time with his father, fpent the night aKia)s 
afliorc. Several arrangements were made in the 
greater offices, during this progrefs. ChvluUa 
\Yas fent back to the government of Delhi; and 
Danifmuncl was turned out of his office of pay- 
maficr-gcncral of the Imperial forces. Amin, 
the fon of Jumla, had found means to recom- 
mend himfelf to Darn; and, notwithfiandingthat 
princc*s averfion to his father, the fon was i.*»ifed 
to the racant office of Danifniund. 

The tour from Delhi was recommended to the Rewreri. 
emperor, for the rc-cflabllflimcnt of his health ; 
and he gradually recovered on the w’ay. On the 
idth of November, 1657, he arrived at a palace 
in the country near Agra, and he continued 
daily to mend, till tHc yih of February, 1658, on 
which day he entered Agta in perfc£t health. 

The populace, who had exhibited their aficdlion 
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A D. in filent forrow during, his illnefs, crowded round 
’^5^* him with tumultuous joy. His heart was opened 
loS’. at the fliouts of his people ; and he ordered con- 
^ fiderable fums to be diftributed among the poorer 
fort. The fil'd thing he did after his- arrival in 
the Imperial palace, was to enquire for.Jumla, 
the late vifier. He was, however, told that, 
during his illnefs, that lord had applied to him 
for leave to proceed to the Decan, and that the 
leave had been granted. He fent for Dara. The 
prince appeared, before him ; and was feverely 
reprimanded, for difmilling fo able a man from 
an office which demanded abilities. “ But 
Jumla,” faid he, “ mud be difgraced, fince 
you will have it fo. Dara is to be my fucceffor 
in the throne ; and the authority of the heir of 
the empire mud not be diminiflied, by the redo- 
ration of men whom he has difmiffed in his dif- 
pleafure.’* 

Fivnur for Data had bedowed great attention and care on 
Dara, father during his illnefs. He fat often, for 

whole nights, by his fide ; and watched the very 
motion of his eye, to fupply him in all his. wants. 
When the emperor w^as at the point of death, 
the prince dropt unfeigned tears ; and he could 
not fupprefs his joy when the fird dawn of his 
father’s recovery appeared. But if Data’s filial 
piety was great, the emperor’s gratitude, was not 
lefs. He exhibited to his fon unbounded tedi- 
monies of his affeSion and regard. He , raifed 
him to the honours of fixty thoufand horfe and, 
in one day, gave him jewels to the value of one 
hundred thoufand pounds, twelve hundred thou- 
fand in fpecie, and an order upon certain reve- 
nues to the amount of three millions more, 
ihree hundred Arabian horfes, with rich, furni- 
tures, and a number of elephants were, at the* 
fame time, bedowed on the prince by the lavifh 

band 
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hand of his father. “ He who prefers the life A. D. 
of an aged parent,” faid Shaw Jehan, “ to the 
throne of India, can never be fufficiently paid 1068. 
for bis filial piety.” v-— 

Though Dara laid down the name of autho- wHocar- 
rity at the recovery of his father, his influence fiVehiinS 
was equal to aflual power. Soliman Sheko, his court, 
eldeft fon, was appointed to the command of ten 
thoufand horfe, to fupprefs fome difturbances in 
the province of Allahabad; his fecond fon, Cip- 
per Sheko, was raifed to the government of Be- 
har ; and Bahadur was fent as the deputy of the 
prince, to manage the affairs of the province. 

The Rana, JcfTwint Singh, who adhered to the 
intereft of Dara, was raifed to a higher degree of 
nobility. All means were ufed to attach the af- 
feftions of the grandees to the heir-apparent. 

Jaffier Chan, known long for his abilities, was 
placed in the high office of vifier; Mohabet was 
lent to the government of Cabul, on account of 
his hatred to Aurungzcbe; and the Rana, who 
had been faved from defirudion at the intercef- 
fion of Dara, was gratified with the rich and ex- 
tenfive province of Malava. 


VoL. III. 
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CHAP. vr. “ 


Cau/e of the civil war — Charader of the Emperor’s 
Jqjis — Dara — Stija — A urwig^ebe — Mordd — S u- 
ja takes- the fold — Defeated by SoUmdn the fon of 
Dara — Mordd rebels in Guzerat — Auriingzebe 
in the Decan — Marches to Brampour — Battle of 
the Nirbidda — F reparations and objiinacy of Dara 
'-—Oppofes Aurungzebe — Totally defeated near 
Agra — Refedimis, 


3 haw Jehan, after a reign, of thirty years of 
profperity, found himfelf fudd'enly involved in 
trouble and misfortune. The ftorm had been 
Caufe of long gathering ; it was forefeen, but nothing 
could prevent it from falling. The emperor, 
with abilities for bufinefs, was addicted to plea- 
' fure ; and, though he was decifive in the prefent 
moment, he was improvident of the future. His 
alfedlion for his fons was the fource of the cala- 
mities which (hook his empire. Pleafed with 
their proraifing parts when young, he furnifhed 
them with opportunities for exerting their talents 
in the cabinet, as well as in the field ; and when 
they became, by their own merit, objefts of pub- 
lic attention, it was dangerous, if not imprac- 
ticable, to reduce them into private ftations. 

The 


A. D. 
1658. 
Kig. 
- 1068. 
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The unfcUled fvftcmof fucccHion to the crown a d. 
had rouzed their ambition, and awakened their 
fears, ^’hoy were to each other objecls of terror, losC 
as well as of envy. 'I hey all looked forward 
with ahxiety to the death of their fatlierj and 
each faw in that gloomy point, cither a throne of 
a grave. 'I’heir hopes and fears increafed with 
their growing age, Tliey had provided them- 
felves againfl the important event of his demife; 
and when he was feized With what was deemed a 
mortal difeafe, they broke forth at once from 
that filent Tefpeft, which tlieir reverence for the 
perfon and authority of a parent had hitherto im- 
pofed on their minds. 

The means' of ambition, which their re/pe£live%je'sof 
ranks in the empire had placed in the hands of 
each of the fons of Shaw Jehan, were great j but 
their boldnefs to carry their fchemes into execu- 
tion was greater dill. HighTpiriied and intre- 
pid, they wilhed for no objeft which their natu- 
ral courage durft not attempt to obtain: they 
were born for enterprize, and thougli beyond 
meafure ambipious, they loved danger more than 
power. Each was pofTefled of armies and of 
treafures ; and, being rivals in fame as well as in 
influence, they loft all affeftion for one another, in 
the more violent pafTions of the mind. Dara, 
veiled with his claim of primogeniture, as well 
as with his father’s declaration in favour of his 
fucceflion, conflrued the ambition of his brothers 
into rebellion. Suja, in pofTeflion of liengal, 
was carried by his pride to the refolulion of feiz- 
ing the whole empire ; Aurungzebe covered his 
ambition with motives of religion j and the vehe- 
ment Morad arrogated all to himfelf by his cou- 
rage. The figure which the brothers are to make 
in the fucceeding feenes, leems to demand a de- 
lineation of their refpeftive charaflers. 


Dara, 
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A. D, Dara, the eldefl: fon of Shaw Jehan, was polite 
• in his converfation, affable, open and free. He 

106^8. was eafy of accefs, acute in obfervation, learned, 

^ witty and graceful in all his aftions. He pryed 
Charader not into the fecrets of others ; and he had no 
of Dara. himfelf, but what he difdained to hide. 

He came fairly upon mankind ; he concealed no- 
thing from them, and he expeded that faith 
which he freely gave. Aftive, lively, and full 
of fire, he was perfonally brave ; and he forgot 
misfortune in the vehemence of his mind j which, 
neglecting pafl; evils, looked forward to future 
good. Though elevated with fuccefs, he never 
was dejefted by bad fortune ; and though no be- 
liever in a particular providence, he met with all 
the incidents of life as if they had been immove- 
ably determined by Fate. In his public charac- 
ter, he was fometimes morofe, frequently haugh- 
ty, always obflinate, and full of pride. Self- 
fufficient in his opinions, he fcarce could hear 
advice with patience ; and all he required of his 
ffiends was implicit obedience to his commands. 
But, with this appearance of ill-nature, he was 
in his difpofition humane and kind ; for though 
he was often paflionate, his rage was not dellruc- 
tive ; and it paffed fuddenly av/ay without leaving 
a trace of malice behind. In his private charac- 
ter Dara was, in every refpefl, unexceptionable. 
He was an indulgent parent, a faithful hufband, 
a dutiful fon. When he returned at night to his 
family, the darknefs w'hich had covered his brow, 
throughout the day, was difpelled ; his counte- 
nance was lightened up with joy, and his whole 
converfation difplayed a peculiar ferenity and be- 
nevolence of difpofition. Though no enemy, 
from principle, to pleafure, he was naturally vir- 
tuous j and he filled up his leifure time with 
fludy, inflead of thofe enervating indulgences, 

which 
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^•hich render the princes of the Eafl effemi- 
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Suja was humane in his difpofition, averfe to 
cruelty, an enemy to opprefiion. In the cxecu- '‘-'■nr-* 
lion of judice, he had no refpeft of perfons butOfSuja 
when the natural tendernefs of his difpofition gave 
his mind a bias toward the unfortunate. Though 
honed, like his brother Dara, he was not fo open 
and free. He never told a falfchood ; but he did 
not aitta) s tell the v holconhc truth. He was more 
tranquil, more clofc and referved than Dara ; and 
he was more fitted for the intrigues of party, and 
that management which is neceflary to direft tlrc 
various padions of men to one point. lie was 
generous to his friends ; he did not difdain to 
hear their advice, though he, for the mod part, 
followed his own judgment of things, lie was 
fond ofpompand magnificence; and much addicted 
to the plcafures of the harnm* Graceful and 
a£live in his own perfon, beloved in women that 
complete' fymmetry of limbs which rendered 
himfelf the favourite of the fcv;<and he fpared 
no e?:pcncc in filling his feragUo with ladies re- 
markable for their beauty and accomplifiunenis, 

In tlieir fociety he fpent loo much* of his time ; 
but the w'armtii of liis conditution did not make 
him neglcci the necefiary afiairs of life. During 
his long government of Bengal,- he won the af- 
feflions of the people by the fofinefs of his man- 
ners, and his exafl and rigorous execution of jiif- 
ticc ; and the country flourifiied in commerce 
and agriculture, under the proteftion which he 
invariably gave to induftry. In battle he w-as 
brave | nor was he dcflitute of the talents neceffa- 
ry fora general;. and we mud attribute his 
misfortunes in the field to the effeminacy of his 
troops, more than to his own want of conduft. 

The 
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Of Au- 
run^ebe. 


Xhe charafter of Aurungzebo differed in ey£ry 
refpeft from thofe of his eider brothers. Dehi- 
tute .of that graceful appearance of .perfon which 
rendered them popular as fobn. as’ feen, he ac- 
quired, ;by addreis, ..that influence oyer mankind, 
which nature had, o.ntlyem befto.wed. Ip- difppfi- 
tion ferious and melancholy, he eft'ablifhed an 
opinion of the folidity of his.uhderffanding, even 
among thofe who had no pppprtunity of Xeing 
acquainted ,with his .great talents. . “ Pliant and 
accommodating in his- niannep he gained rnan- 
kind by flattering thbir ■.pride j and he wt apt up 
his behaviour in.fuclpplauribility, that they att^ 
ed his attention to their own nierit, naore than to 
his defigns. Plis common converfatipn turned 
always on trifles. In affiirs of moment he was rcr 
ferved, crafty, .and full of diffimulation. Reli- 
gion, the great engine of political jmpoftors, he 
profeffed in all its feverity . With it .he deceived 
the weak, and awed into a kind of reverence for. His 
perfon, the greatefl enemies of his power. Though 
not remarkable for humanity, he' did not natural- 
ly delight in blood ; but .ambition was his dpling 
pailion, and befbre.it yaniflied all.the fqfter', feelings 
of the foul. Tear, which renders other tyrants 
cruel, had .no place in his breafl; ; but that pro- 
vident caution, which wifhes to fhut up every ac- 
cefs’to danger, made him carelefs about the lives 
of his rivals. He had a particular talent .for 
kindling diffenjions arnbng thofe -who bppofed his 

and cunning were more de- 
ilruftive to his .enemies than his fword. . 

OfMorad, Mo'rad, the youngefl fpn .of Shaw Jehan, was 
byponflitution lively and full of fire. With too 
much levity for bufinefs, he gave up h'is time to 
mirth, aftipii and amuferaent.- He .delighted .iri 
the chace ; he wasunore fond of battle '..than of 
war. In riding, in bending the bow, in throwing 

the 
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the lance, he met with few that could equal him a . d. 
in the armies which he commanded ; and he was 
more defirous of carrying the palm in the manly loS’. 
exercifes of the field, than in the intrigues of the 
cabinet. He defpifed all cabals : he gloried in 
keeping nothing fecret. He thought it beneath 
his dignity to command mankind by art ; and he 
openly profefled, that he difdained to owe diftinc- 
tion to any thing but the fword. To pofTefs a 
throne by the will of a parent, to owe it to birth,*’ 
faid Morad, ** is unworthy of a great prince ; 
and had not my brother fupported his })retenrions 
to the crown by arms, I would difdaln to wear 
it.” In battle his foul was a firanger to fear j 
he was even an enthufiaft in his love of danger, 
and fiaughter was his favourite pafiime. In peace 
he was mild, though proud, liberal, affable and 
humane. But his very virtues were weaknefs j 
and his fate furnillies a melancholy proof, that 
an open generofiiy of fpirlt is never a match for 
hypocrify and deceit. His fplendid qualities, 
however, rendered him popular in the armyj 
and Aurungz^be, notwithftanding his fuperioriiy 
of parts, owed, at lafl, his fuccefs ovei MorSd, 
as much, at lead to accident as to his known ta- 
lents. Such were the illufirious competitors for 
the throne of their father. 

5wfa, whoba^ p{?^f^^^edthepov€^nmentofBe^2- 

t .u c n. 1 J tl'e Geld. 

gal for many years, was the nrit who appeared 
in the field, upon receiving intelligence of the 
dangerous illnefs of Shaw Jehan. Hq excufed 
his meafures by the violence of X)ara. He was 
informed, that he had nothing to expeft from 
his brother fl^ould he poffefs the throne, but im- 
prifonment, or even death 5 aqd he affirmed, that 
neceffity had rendered rebellion lawful. The re- 
fources which Suja poffeffed, promifed fudcefs 
to his enterprife. He had accumulated treafure, 

and 
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The intelligence of this fecond rebellion haften- A. n. 
ed Suja in his meafures. He wifhed to be the '^5^* 
firft of the competitors who fhould arrive at the io 68 . 
capital ; and he therefore moved his camp to ^ 
Benaris. When he was bufy in conflrudting a Suji fur. 
bridge of boats for crofling the Ganges, Soliman 
appeared in fight on the oppofite fliore with his 
army. A negociation was fet on foot with Suja 
by Joy Singh ; and it was at laft agreed, that the 
prince fhould return to his government and dif- 
band his army. The a£live fpiritof Soliman did 
not relifhthis precarious pacification, joy Singh, 
without his participation, had fettled the terms 
with Suja j and he did not think himfelf bound 
by a truce, in which he had no hand. He chang- 
ed his ground, and moved a few miles up the 
Ganges. The river, by an extraordinary drought, 
was remarkably low, Soliman, to the afioni/h- 
ment of every body, difcovered a ford by which 
the cavalry could paft. Thecircumftance was loo 
favourable to the inclinations of the prince, not to 
be turned to immediate advantage. In the night 
he forded the river; and whenday-Hght appeared, 
fell fuddenly on Suja’s camp. 

Suja, who confidered the Ganges as an infupe- "ml dr. 
rable barrier, permitted himfelf to be completely 
furprized. Thelliouts ofthearmy,aiid theclalhing 
of fwords firft rouzed him from fleep. He darted 
from his bed, feized his arms, rulhed forth and 
mounted his horfe. When he looked round him, 
he beheld nothing but confufion and terror, Daugh- 
ter and flight. His voice was not heard in the 
tumult ; and if heard, it was not obeyed. The 
crowd around him was great ; but his army was ^ 
too much agitated by fear to be reduced to any 
form. As no man could trud to another, each ' 
endeavoured to provide for his own fafety by 
pight. 7'he Daughter of thofe who dood, re- 
tarded 
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A. D. tarded the enemy in their purfuit of the fugitives. 
^58. Suja, with fome of his officers, fought with'" 
id', courage ; but they were driven into the river ; 
^ and the prince with great difficulty made his efcape 
in a canoe, and fell down the flream without 
flopping, till he reached Mongeer. Soliman, af- 
ter his viftory, marched into Bengal, and be- 
fieged Suja in the fort of Mongeer. But we muft 
turn our attention to another quarter of the em- 


pire. 

Aurung- Aurungzebe, as has been already related, 
returned to Brampour after having finiffied 
the war in Tellingana. He did not continue 
long in that city. He took up his refidence in a 
town in the neighbourhood of Dowlatabad, which 
he had rebuilt, and called after his own name 
Aurungabad. In this place he received the firft 
news of his father’s illnefs ; but three months 
elapfed before he heard any further intelligence 
from court. Dara, who was refolved to eflabliffi 
himfelf firmly on the throne in cafe of the demife 
of his father, had placed guards on all the ferries 
and highways ; at the fame time illuing orders to 
all the officers of the culloms, and the commander s 
of dillrifls, to flop all letters and travellers. 
Ihefe circurnftances induced Aurungzebe to be- 
lieve that his father was dead ; and he began to 
levy forces for his own fecurity. In the midft 
of his preparations, letters were received from 
Morad, who commanded in Guzerat. That 
prince informed Aurungzebe that Dara had ufurp- 
ed the throne, and was taking meafures for cutting 
off his brothers. He therefore propofed that they 
ffiould join in their own defence. Aurungzebe 
embraced Morad’s propofal with joy. He knew 
his own fuperior abilities, which were more than 
a match for the open valour of Morad; and he 
hoped, that if by his affiflance he could defeat 
' Dara, 
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A. D. was coming on, Jumla put the prince in mind of 
• the time ; and Mauzitn told him, that having 
1068’. waited upon him without either the permiffion or 
— i knowledge of his father, he was afraid of return- 
ing without the cuftomary honour of being at- 
tended by the perfon to whom he had paid the 
vifit. Jumla, who was alliamed of being defec- 
tive in point of politenefs, agreed to accompany 
Mauzim home. When they came to the prince’s 
apartment, Jumla fignified his intention of re- 
turning ; he was, however, perfuaded to enter. 
Mauzim retired, . and his father appeared. He 
earneftly infilled, that Jumla, with the army under 
his command, fliould join in his defigns upon the 
throne. That lord excufed himfelf, on account 
of his family, who were in the hands of Dara. 
It was at length agreed, that the perfon of Jumla 
fhould be feized ; and an order iflTued for confif- 
cating all his effeds. This expedient fecured him 
the refentment of both parties ; and a door 
of reconciliation was left open, which ever fide 
fhould prevail. The troops, foon after the impri- 
fonment of their general, joined the flandard of 
Aurungzebe. 

tviarciies On the fixtecnth of February, 1 6 5 8, Aurung- 
rungabad, Hiarched fiom Aurungabad with twelve thou- 
fand horfe ; leaving his fecond fon Mauzim with 
a fufficient force for the protection of the 
Decan, from 'whence he intended to derive his 


fupplies for the war. Nijabut Chan, defeended in 
a direCl.line from Timur, commanded, his van- 
guard, and took the route of Brampour. He 
himfelf followed with the main body, and arrived 
on the fiifl of March at that place. He remained 
at Brampour near a month, for an anfwer to the 
difpatches which he had fent to Guzerat to his 
brother. His propofals to that prince were fo 
pbvioufly hypocritical, that only the open fpirit of 

Morack 
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Morad, who, being full of honefly himrelfjfufpefted A. d. 
no guile in others, could beforamoment deceived. 

He profeffed in his letters, that he had always io6S. 
been his aOeftionate friend ; that Dara, from his 
natural weaknefs, was incapable ofholding the reins 
of government, befides that he was from princi- 
ple indifferent about all religion ; that Siija, v’l'ith 
abilities little fuperior to I)ara, was a heretic, 
and by confequence unworthy of the crown. 

“ As for me,** continues Aurungzcbe, “ I have 
long fjnee dedicated myfelf to ihcferviceof God. 

1 defire only for that fafety and tranquillity which 
fuits the fervency of my devotion. But I will, 
with my poor abilities, aflift Morad to take polTef- 
fion of a feeptre, which the united wifiies of the 
people of llindofian have already placed in his 
hand. Morad may then think of his faithful 
Aurungzebe, and afitgnhima quiet retreat, for 
pafling the remainder of his life in the aufierities 
of religion.** 

Mordd, who, with his fplendid qualities, wasHNma- 
felf conceited and vain, aferibed Aurung2cbe*s JJf5,iorad. 

moderation to his own fuperior merit, lleAvrote 
back to his brother, that he, was ready to join 
him with all his forces; and, for that purpofe, 
was preparing to march from Ahmedabfid. On 
the iwenty-fccond of March, Aurungzebe having 
received the difpatches of Morad, left the city of 
Brampour, and took the route of Hgcin, where 
the brothers had preconcerted to join their forces. 
Arriving on the banks of the Nirbidda, he was ' 
informed that the Maraja, JelTwint Singh, had, 
on the part of Dara, taken poflefiion of Ugein, 
with feventy thoufand horfe. He w'as beyond 
meafure afloniflied, that the enemy had not fent 
'a part of his army to guard the paflage of the 
river, which might have ffopt his progrefs. He, 
howevsr, with his fmall force durft not crofs it; 

and 
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A D. and iie encamped on the opposite bank's in anki- 
ous expedation of the arrival of Morad. 
lofi The Maraja, inft'ead of attacking Aurungzebe 

' — ^with a force that promifed a certain vidory, 

Ofpofed when he had advanced within ten miles of the 
blddl^^^’t'ebels, took polfeflion of a woody hill, on the 
top of which there was an extenfive plain. In 
this place he intrenched his army ; and contented 
himfelf with detaching flying fquadrons to aw'e 
the enemy from croffing the river. The condud 
of the Maraja, who was perfonally brave, pro- 
ceeded in a great meafure from his pride and ar- 
rogance. He was heard to fay. That he waited 
for the jundion of the brothers, that he might 
in one day triumph over two Imperial .princes. 
Aurungzebe owed his fafety to this unaccount- 
able folly. His fmall army, when he arrived on 
the banks of the Nirbidda, was fo much fatigued 
with the march, and fpent with the excefllve heat 
of the weather, that he might be routed by an 
inconfiderable force. 

>ined bj few days after Aurungzebe’s arrival at the 
’ Nirbidda, the van of Morad’s ariny entered his 
camp. When they were firfl; feen, on a rifing 
ground near the army of Aurungzebe, the ene- 
my ftruck his tents, and advanced toward the 
banks of the river. Aurungzebe difpatched a 
melfenger to haflen Morad, who was ftill about 
fifteen miles diflant. He himfelf, in the mean 
time, refolved to take>the prefent opportunity to 
pafs the river, which by the late extreme drought 
had become fordable. He placed, therefore, hiS 
artillery, which was worked by fome Frenchmen 
in his feivice, on a rifing ground, and entered 
the river in columns, under his own fire. The 
Maraja, trufling to the height of the banks and 
his advanced-guard, who were already engaged 
with the enemy, contented himfelf with drawing 

up 



SHAW J E H A K. 24 

xip his army in order of battle at a diHancc. Au- a. T). 
rungzebe, having forced the palTagc of the river, 
encamped on its bank; and the next day he vas ,eis*, 
joined by Morud, who had left Im army on their'—— 
march. The brotlicrs, after a long conference, 
refolvcd to attack the enemy by the dawn of the 
morning ; whilft orders were fent to the forces 
of Morad, who were not yet arrived, to hold 
themfclvcs in readinefs for aftion. 

Tile Maraja, by his fcouts, being apprifed of 
the motions of the rebels, was ready to receive 
them. He drew up, before day-light, his army 
in order of battle, to be ready to accommodate 
his difpofitions afterwards to the appearance of the 
enemy’s line. He accordingly began the aftion 
with the Mogul cavalry, but thefe were foon re* 
pulfcd by the veteran troops of Aurungzebc. 

'I’hq Marma, who forefaw the dircomfiturc of ilic 
Moguls, mewed behind them the front of thirty 
thoufand of his native troops the Rajaputs, in 
whom he chiefly confided. Aurungzebe, iipon^ 
feeing this formidable body, drew bad: from the’ 
purfuit, and reflored his line. The Maraja ad- 
vanced with impetuofity, and the prince met liim 
half-way. Tlie fliock was extremely violent ; 
and the rebels were on the point of giving way, 
when Morad, witli his troops. Juft arrived on 
the field, attacked the enemy in flank. The vic- 
tory was fnatched from the hands of tlie Rajaputs : 
their prince difdained to fly. 'Hie wings were 
broken and ruined ; but the centre, animated by 
the prefence of their prince, flood its ground. 
.Slaugliter and danger increafed every moment. 

Morad was irrefiflible on the right flank; and 
Aurungzebe, wlio had been on the point of re- 
treating, advanced again to the charge. The 
Rajaputs behaved with their ufual bravery ; but 
.they were fiirrounded on all fidcs. The aflion 

became 
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became mixed and undiftinguiflied. Friends were" 
miftaken for foes, and foes for friends. Uncef- 
fainty would have fufpended the fword, but fear 
made it fall every where. About the fetting of 
the fun, the field, covered with ten thoufand dead 
bodies on the fide of the enemy, was left to Au- 
rungzebe and Morad. The Maraja, after the’ 
battle was over, drove his chariot, byway of bra-. 
vado, quite round the army of the vigors ; and 
when it was propofed to Aurungzebe that a party 
fliould be detached in purfuit of that prince, 
“ No,” he replied, “ let the wounded boar have 
time to fly.” 

Iviafcufne The bad fuccefs of the Maraja proceeded not 
of^t^rMa from his own folly, than from the addrefs 

TajVswife. of Aurungzebe. That prince had his emiflaries 
in the Imperial camp, who infmuated to the rigid 
Mahommedans, that fliould the Maraja prevail, 
their religion would be at an end in India. The 
Moguls accordingly made but a faint refiftance ; 
and the whole weight of the adion fell upon the 
•Rajaputs. The Maraja, after his defeat, was 
afhamed to appear at court. He retreated to his 
own country ; but his wife, a woman of a mafeu- 
line fpirit, difdained to receive a hufband not co- 
vered with vidory. She fliut the gates of hei" 
cafile againfl him. He in vain remonftrated, that, 
though unfuccefsful, he had fought with the brave- 
ry of his anceftors, as appeated from the num-. 
ber of the flain. “ The flain,” faid flie, “ have 
left Jefiwint without an excufe. To be defeated 
,is no new thing among the Marajas, but to fur- 
vive a defeat is new. Defcended from their blood, 
adopted by marriage into their houfe, they' left 
their glory in the hands of Jeffwint, and he has 
tarnifhed it with flight. To be the meflenger of 
the ruin of his armies, to fhow to the world that 
he fears death more than difgrace, is now become 

the 
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the employment of my hufband* But I have no a. d. 
hulband. It is an impoflor that knocks at our 
gates. Jeffwint is no more. The blood of kings ices, 
could not furvive his lofs of fame- Prepare the 
funeral pile! I will join in death my departed 
lord.** To fuch a pitch of enihunafin had this 
woman carried her ideas of valour. She herfelf 
was the daughter of the laic Rana, and Jcd'wint 
was of the fame family, lie, however, prevailed 
upon her to open the gale of the callle, by pro- 
mifing that he would levy a new army, and reco- 
ver from Aurungzebe the glory which he had loft 
to that prince. 

The princes, after their vifloryover the Mara- Anrurg- 
ja, entered Ugein in triumph. Morad, "ho*®^"* 
loved battle as a paftime, was unwilling to flop in Ugein. 
that city; but Aurungzebe convinced him that it 
was neceffary to rcfrcfli tlic troops for a few days, 
after the fatigues of a long march, and the toils 
ofanobflinateaflion. He at the fame time informed 
him, that time fiiouUl be given to their viflory to 
work upon the fears of the enemy." Befides,** faid 
Aurungzebe, " there are thirty thoufand men in 
the army of Darn, whom I intend to gain over 
to my intereft before we fliall again engage,’* ’fhe 
true caufe of this delay was a want of information 
of the real ftatc of the court of Agra. If Dara 
was the Sovereign, Aarufigzche had no doubt of 
carrying all before him, on account of the un- 
popularity of that prince among the nobility j 
but if the reins of government had reverted into 
the hands of Shaw Jehan, who was, in a manner, 
adored both by the army and the people, he was 
fure that even his own troops would defert him in 
a day of battle. He had fent privately exprefles 
to liis friends at Agra, and he waited for their 
return. 

Voi,. III. A a 
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A. D. The news of the battle near the Nirbidda ar- 
rived, in the mean time,’ at court. Dara was en- 
loS’. raged at the Moguls, from whofe cowardice or 
r — perfidy the rebels derived their fuccefs. The em- 
Perp'ex ty peror himfelf was perplexed beyond meafure. 
°eror ^6 was fenfible of the determined refolution of 
his rebel fons : he dreaded the violence of Dara. 


He faw nothing but misfortune before him, and 
fome dreadful calamity hanging over himfelf and 
his family. The eager preparations of Dara for 
another battle, alarmed him as much as -the ap- 
proach of the rebels. A viftory would make 
Dara mailer of the empire : a defeat would throw 
himfelf into the hands of thofe whom he oppofed. 
His mind flew from one refolution to another, and 


he could fix on none. The profpefl: was gloomy 
before him ; and feeing no point on which he 
could reft his hopes, he left all to chance. 

0 7 o^D*'" natural adlivity and vehemence 

r^, of his temper, prepared, with redoubled vigour, 
for the field. He pafled like a flame through the 
capital, and kindled thoufands into an eagernefs 
equal to his own. When the firft .news of the 
defeat of the Maraja came to court, Dara fent 
an exprefs to his fon Soliman, who befieged 
Suja in Mongeer. He defired hiim to make the 
bell terms which the urgency of the times would 
admit with Suja, and to return to Agra by forced 
marches. A negociation was opened accordingly 
with the befieged prince. His neceflities made 
him lifteii, w'ith eagernefs, to a treaty. Soliman, 
in the name of the emperor, reinftated him in 
the government of Bengali after having exafled 
from him a folemn promife of taking no farther 
part in the war. kle himfelf marched, night and 
day, to reinforce his father ; and had he arrived 
in time, Aurungzebe might have given his hopes 
to the wind. Soliman w'as then in the twenty- 

fixth 
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fixth year of his age ; graceful in his perfon, and a. d. 
vigorous in his mind. Nature Teemed to have 
formed him for war. lie was brave in aflion, 
fcdate, and poflefiing himTcIf in the grcatefl dan- 
gcrs. He was generous in his tliTpofition, liberal 
in hisfeniiments, plcafing to his friends, humane 
to h s enemies. He pofielTcd the fire and w.irmth 
of Dara without his weakneflesj the prudence of 
Aurungzebe without his meannefs and deceit. 

The Imperial army* in the mean time, marched who n 
out of Agra under the conduct of Dara. 'i*he 
emperor became more and more perplexed, as AmuiR- 
matters approached to a decifion. He hne\v“jp“*j/ 
that the nobles loved not Dara : he knew that the 
bell troops were abfent with Soliman. One c.v* 
pedient only remained, and that, if followed, 
would have infured fuccefs. lie ordered the Im- 
perial tent to be pitched without the \ualls j de- 
claring, that he would take the field in petfon 
againll the rebels. His friends fa w an end to his 
troubles in this refoluiion. llis oun army to a 
man would die in defence of his power ; and 
even the troops of Aurtingzcbe and Mor.ad had 
openly declared, that they would not draw their 
fwords againll Siiasv Jehan. The infatuation of 
Dara prevented his father’s defigns. lie had 
recourie to intreaty, and when that failed, to 
commands. The emperor, whofe intellefts liad 
been in fome mcafure impaired by his illnefs, 
was, at firft, fhocked at the obflinacy of Dara. 

That prince, whofe filial piety was even greater 
than his ambition, waited upon his father. He 
threw himfelf at his feet, andcarnellly requefled 
that he would not endanger his health by taking 
the field ; as, upon his Hie, the proTperiiy of the 
empire depended, in days of fo much trouble. 

The emperor, having yielded to the intreaties of Charp e1- 
Dara conjured him, though bent on war, to avoid Ifs"faSer[ 
A a a coming 
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coming to afliion till the arrival of his fon. 
malignity of his fate prevailed alfo over 
advice. He faid not a word to his father ; 
his countenance expreffed chagrin and difcori ''' 

“ Then go, my fon,’’ faid Shaw Jehan, « 
turn not without vidory to me. Misfortune t ^ 
todarkenthe latter days of your father; add n|^ j' 
his grief by prefentirig yourfelf before hitj ^ 
your diftrefs, left he may be induced 
That prudence, as well as fortune, were wa^ 
to Dara.” The prince had fcarce parted witj 
father, when news arrived of the march 
rebels from the city of' Ugein. Dafa 
himfelf at the head of the army, which 
of one hundred thoufand horfe, with a thou 
pieces of cannon. He advanced haftily 
banks of the river Chunbul, which is 
from Agra. A ridge of mountains, which e> 
themfelves to Gilzerat, advance into the P 
country, along the Chunbul, to within 
five miles of the river Jumria ; and this pafsL 
ra occupied A^ith ftrong lines, ftrengthene ■ ^ 
redoubts, which were mounted with artillery*. " 
Dara had not long remained behind his f J 
^SVarof w^en the princes, on the firft of June, app^^^ed 
the Imps on the oppofite bank of the Chunbul, and pit* 
june‘V.“^’ within fight of the Imperial 

Aurupgzebe leconnoitred.the fituation of the 
my, but he was not to be forced. His army 
filled not of forty thoufand men ; and they 
fatigued with the heat of the weather and 
length of their march. But there was no 
to be loft. Soliman, covered with laurels, 
approaching fall with the flower of the Imp 
army, to fupport his father’s caufe. No 
prefented themfelves to Aurungzebe ; and h^ ^ 
came, of a fudden, fullen, melancholy, 

■' plexed. To retreat was ruin : to advance delj 
He was loft in fufpence. Morad, 
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Ins ufual love of nnluoui undcriakin^js, xnt for 
forcing; the lines; but a letter from SlniHa, the 
fon of Afiph Jail, and who was third in com- 
matniin \bc Impcthl army* Iwokc off iha\ mca- ' 
ftire, by prefentinjj a better to the brothers. 

This treacherous lord informed Atjrun;’r.cbc, that 
to attempt the lines would be follv, and that the 
only means left him wat to leave lus camp (land- 
in^ to amufc Uara, and to march throu^li the 
hills by a bye*road, which two chiefs, wlio were 
dirc^cd to attend him in the cvenin^';, would 
point out. The princes clofcti with the propofal* 

'riic guides joined them in the evening, and they 
dceani|>cd with the greateft filcncc, leaving their 
tents, baggage, and artiller)* under a flrong 
guard, who were to amufc the enemy. ’Hie army 
moved about thirty miles that night ; and the 
next day (hcv were difeovered by the fcouis ofnif*'» e»- 
Dara, in full marcli toward Agra. , nV.jgaV' 

Dara decamped from Im lines with prccip’nniion, s- 
leaving the greater part of his cannon behind him. 

By a forced march he pullicJ between the enemy 
and the capital j and on the fourth of June, he 
prefented himfclf before the rebels. On tlic 
morning of the fifth, the prince ordered the army 
to be formed in order of battle. Ruflum Chan, 
an experienced general from 'Eartary, niarflialled 
the field. The artillery was placed in the front, 
joined together with chains to preverH thepaffage 
of the cavalry of the enemy, ilddiul the artille- 
ry flood a number of camels, mounted with fniall 
fwivcls, which the riders of each camel, without 
Hgliting, could charge and clifchnrgc with cafe. 

In the rear were drawn up the mufi^uetcers in 
three lines j and ilic two wings were lorined of 
the cavalry, armed with bows and arrows toge- 
ther with fabres. One third of the cav.nlry form- 
ed the refcrvc' behind the lines. Dara placed 
himfclf in the center, mounted on a lofty elephant, 

from 
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a. d. from which he could command a view of the 
^^58. field. The treacherous Shaifta took the com- 
mand of the right wing ; and that of the left was 
— V — ^ deftined by Dara for Ruflium. That officer, who 
was acknowledged the mofl; experienced com- 
mander in Hindoftan, was aftually at the head of 
the army. He bore the commiffion of captain- 
general, and all orders were iffued by him. He 
reprefented to Dara, before the aftion commenced, 
that he intended to place himfelf at the head of 
the referve in the rear, where he might direft 
the movements of the field, and ifiue out his or- 
ders as the circumftances of affairs might require. 

My poft,”^ faid Dara, “ is in the front of bat-, 
tie ; and I exped that all my friends ffiall partake 
of my danger, if they wiffi to ffiare the glory 
which I hope to obtain.’^ ■ The generous and in- 
trepid fpirit of Ruffum was offended at this reflec- ' 
tion. He anfwered with a ftern countenance and 
a determined tone of voice, “ The front of 
battle has been always my pofi, though I never 
contended for an empire ; and if I wiflied to 
change it to-day, it was from an anxiety for the 
fortune of Dara/’ The prince was ffruck with 
the impropriety of his own condudd. He endea- 
voured to perfuade. Ruftum to remain at the head. 
That of referve ; but he went beyond hearing, and 

AuninV himfelf in the front of the 'left wing, 

zebe. Aurungzebe, on the other hand, having mar- 

ffialled his army into order of battle, r.equefted of 
Morad to take the commaiid of the center. He 
committed the left wing to his fon, Mahommed, 
and he placed himfelf on the right. ■ Morad was 
afioniffied, and pleafed at the eafe vyith which 
Aurungzebe affigned to him the poll of honour. 
But the crafty prince had two reafons for his con- 
dud;. ^ Morad was haughty, he had affumed the 
Imperial titles, and 'though, out of a pretended 
complaifance to his father, he had laid them. 

down, 
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Oown, 1»c looked foru-ard \\ith iindcrhiing ar- 
dowr !o ihc ihronc. It was nor the bufmcA of 
Aurun^rebe to oflend him at this critical June- 
lure. lUit his other rcafon wis equally prudent. 
Kunum commanded the left uing of ilic enemy; 
and he s'^ai the tnofl rcno;\ncd general of the 
times. He had pifled many jearr m the ferticc 
of the Tartars and I’crfiani* being bred up to ilie 
field from hii )nulh, in uhich he had almo 1 cmi* 
ncntly di^linguinicd himfclf. He had been prefent 
In one hundred general aclions; he u-as liabiiu. 
ated to danger, and perfert inafter of his ov\n 
mind In the moll dcfpcraic (ituadons. Aurung- 
7cbc therefore could not trull the experience of 
Huflum, againfl the condiifl of an) but Ids oun. 

Both lines Ivcgan now to mo\c from uing to IT • 
ving; and the artillery opcnetl on both tides. *’**'”' 
Bullum advanced, on the left, vith a hafly pace, 
direfling the march of his troops by the motion 
of his fttord. Aurungrebe ordered a pari of Ids 
^fiillcr) to point toward Ruflum ; and that ge- 
nera! rcceiscd a cannnndiall in his brcafl, when 
he had advanced ^\ilhin fuc )ard5 of iIic enemy. 

The whole wing llopi at the tall of Kuflum : but 
Sitrerfal, one of the chiefs of the H.ajapuis, at 
the head of fixe thoufand horfe, fell in, fwordin 
hand, with Aiirungvcbe. Shaw Mahommed, 
s»bo commandtd under ibe prince, oppofed rbe 
Rajipuis with great bravery. A tliarp conflifl 
cnuicd; and the Uajaputs hcganio fdcofT, when 
their leader engaged pcrfoinU) with Shaw Mahom. 
mcd. 'Ihe Rajaptils drove to cover their chief, 
but in vain; he was cut down by the fabre of 
Mahommed. The whole wing fell into difordcr, 
but did not fly; and a proinifcuuus flaughtcr co- 
vered the field with dead. 

Dara, mounted on his elephant, in the mean n:ri*« 
time advanced with the centre. He was obferved ^ 

by 
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■by his army to look over all the line, and they^ 
gathered courage from his intrepid demeanor. A 
part of the enemy’s artillery was oppofed to the 
very point where Dara advanced. A heavy fire 
was kept up, and his fquadron fell into a kind of 
diforder ; but when he waved his hand for thern 
to advance, they refumed their ranks, and follow- 
ed him with ardour. Before he could come to 
blows with the enemy, a fecond volley occafioned 
a fecond diforder. He however flood up on his 
elephant, and, without any change in his coun- 
tenance, called out with a loud voice to advance 
with fpeed. He himfelf, in the mean time, fell 
in with the firft line of Morad. He rufhed 
through with his elephant, and opened a wayvfor 
his horfe, who, preffing into the, heart' of the 
enemy, commenced a great flaughter. 

The whole centre under Morad was broken, 
and the prince himfelf was covered with wounds. 
He endeavoured to lead his troops, again to the 
charge; but they were deaf to his commands. 
He ordered his elephant to be driven among the 
thickeft of the enemy ; being determined to fall 
W'ith his fortune, or, by a brave example, to re- 
animate his flying troops with hopes of recovering 
the day. His boldnefs was attended with fuccefs. 
His fquadron feeing the enemy furrounding their 
prince, were afhamed of their terror, and poured 
around him. Arib Dafs, an Indian chief, thrice 
ftrove to reach Morad with his fwprd ; but he 
did not.fucceed, on account of the height of the 
elephant. He, however, cut thp pillars which 
fupported the roof of the Amari or caftle, which 
falling upon the prince, incumbered him iri fuch 
a manner, that he could not defend himfelf. He 
however difengaged himfelf, and dealt death with 
his arrows on every, fide. In the mean time 

Mahomined, the fpn of Aurungzebe,. was fent by 

^ • 
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his father’s orders from (he left to the afiinancc a. n. 
of Morad. He came up when the prince was in 
(he grcaicft danger. KrcOi fpirii was given to u!S. 
the troops of Morad, and Data received a check, 

The battle now raged x'iih redoubled fur)’. I)<ra. hj 
The elephant of Morad, rendered outrageous by 
wounds, rudied forward through the columns of 
the enemy. Mahommed, afliaincd of being left 
behind, followed him with great ardour. Dara 
did not retreat. lie gave his orders with appa- 
rent compofurc. I)ut a cannon-bai) having taken 
ofi* the head of his foflcr-brothcr, who fat with 
him on the elephant, he was almoll blinded with 
the blood. A rocket, at the fame time, palling 
by his car, finged his turban ; a fecond followed, 
and having ftuck in the from of the Ainari, burfl, 
and broke it all to pieces. Ills colour was feen 
then to change. The lord who drove the elephant 
obferved an alteration in the prince; and, whe- 
ther through pcrfonal fear, or for the fafety of 
Ins madcr, is unccnaiii, retreated a few paces. 

Dara reprimanded him with fcviriiy; but the 
mifehief was already done. Ills fquadrons faw 
the retreat of the prince ; and their fpirit flag- 
ged. He however ordered the driver to turn Ins 
elephant toward the enemy, but dial lord repre- 
fenred to him, that now, being marked out by 
the rebels, it were better for him to mount his 
horfe, and purfue the fugitives, for that novy 
very few remained on the field. He alighted ; 
but there w'as no horfe to be found. He fought 
for fome time on foot. At length he mounted 
a horfe whofe rider had been killed. 

Almod the whole of both armies had now left defeat- 
the field. Not a thoufand men remained with “t- 
Dara, and fcarce one hundred horfe with Au- 
rungzebe and Morad. The latter however fought 
■ withincrc;ifmg ardour. His young fon, of about 

eight 
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eight years, of age, fat with him upon the ele- 
phant. Him he covered with his fhield, and 
dealt his arrows around on the enemy. Aurung- 
z^be, having in vain endeavoured to rally his flying 
fquadrons, advanced, with fifty horfemento the af- 
fiftance of Morad, hoping more for an honour- 
able death than for a 'vidtory. It was at the very 
inftant that he came to blotys with the lmperial- 
ifts, that the unfortunate Dara difmounted from 
his elephant. His fquadrons who had flill adhered 
to that prince, feeing the elephant retreating 
with the Imperial ftandard, thought that i)ara 
had been killed. The caufe for which they fought, 
in their opinion, no longer exifted. They be- 
took themfelves to flight ; and when Dara had 
mounted his horfe, he found the field bare of all 
his troops. He fled with precipitation, and the rebel 
princes found themfelves at the head of only two 
hundred horfemen, in pofleflion of an unexpefted 
victory. 

Ihis battle, in which many thoufands were 
flain on both Tides, was loll to Dara by an ac- 
cident ; though that • prince was guilty of 
previous follies, which made men forbode no 
good to his arms. Had he fat on his elephant a 
few minutes longer, the princes his brothers 
would have been involved, in thofe dtretrievable 
misfortunes which now Turrounded him. But his 
evil flars prevailed. He who never received 
counfel before, Was ruined by hearkening 
to advice ; and Aurungzebe, who had placed his 
hopes on art and intrigue, owed, at laft,' his fiic- 
cefs to his valour. Dara, like a; defperate gam- 
bler, threw all-upon throw; and when Fortune 
favoured him in that, he , turned the dye for his 
foes. Had he permitted Shaw Jehan to ' have 
taken the field, his brothers' would - .fcarce 
have dared to negociate for their lives ; had he. 

waited 
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waited for !ils gnllant fon, it would not have been a. d. 
a contcfl but a flight. Bur ambition had dazzled 
ihcc)es of Dara, and be could not fee things in lois. 
their proper light. Had the emperor appeared .nt 
the head of his forces, his power would be at 
an end. Had Solim^n arrt\cd frcfli from the 
conqucfl of Suja, thcglory of \iflor)' would have 
refled u(>on that prince. Dam, unfortunately 
forhimfclf, was, from hts to\c of power, afraid 
of his father; and, from the defire of fame, en- 
vious of the renown of liis Ton. 


SHAW 
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CHAP. VII. 


ReJleSiiom — Dara appears before his father — His 
f ight to Delhi — ^he army dcferts Solimdn Shek6 
— Shai/ia Chan condemned to death — Ref cued — 
The confederate princes appear before Agra — 
Aurungzebe writes to his father — Conference be- 
tween him and the princefs Jehandra—His art- 
ful condudl By a jiratage?n feizes the citadel and 
the emperor— Decein)es Mordd— Marches with 
him in purfuit of Dara — Seizes and imprifons 
Morad Purfues Dara — Moiaits the throne at 
Delhi — Rcfedlions on his condudl — The ? 2 ews of 
his accejfton brought to Shaw fehdn — Charadler 
of that prince. 


u decifive battle, which quafhed for ever 
,065:. the hopes of Dara, and gave the crown of Hin- 
do tan to Aurungzebe, was fought within fixteen 
Reflec- miles of Agra. The vidor, aftoniflied at a piece 
o good foitune which he did not expedt, purfued 
not his enemies beyond the field. The fugitives 
on both fides had rallied, in the rear of the fmall 
parties who continued the aftion, and prefented 
a Ihew of firmnefs, without any inclination of re- 
newing the combat, lo an" unconcerned fpedla- 

tor 
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t6r it would have been diHicult to determine a n. 
which party had prevailed. Ihe lliglu jaa each 
fide was equal j and the field tias left, by both ,0^*8 
armies, to the dead. But Dara was conquered n— 
in his own mind j he paifed fuddenly through the 
halfformed lines of his rallied army, and men, 
who wanted but an excufe for flight, relinquiflied 
their ground with precipitation. Aurungzebe 
was firfl convinced of his victory by its confe- 
quences ; but whether from policy or fear is un- 
certain, he forbore to advance towards Agra. 

He gave time to his troops to recover from their 
terror} as well as room to his enemies to increafe 
their panic: befides, the affairs of his rival w'ere 
not defperate. Should the emperor take the field 
in perfon, the rebel princes, notwithftanding the 
advantages which they had obtained, would have 
vaniffied from his prefence. But his diffemper 
had not left Shaw Jehan, and he was incumbered 
with the indolence of age. 

The emperor had fat all day, in anxious expec- fp- 
tation, in the tower over that gate of the citadel f.re his fa- 
which looked toward the field of battle. Parlies 
of fugitives had often alarmed his fears ; but the 
exprefles from Dara, during the time of adtion, 
had as often reffored his hopes. The prince at 
length came to the foot of the wall, with marks 
of his own defeat. To mention the refult of the 
battle was fuperfluous; his appearance betrayed 
misfortune. “ The rebels, I perceive, have pre- 
vailed,** faid Shaw Jehan with a figh ; “ but 
Dara Shekd muff have had fome other caufe than 
fear for his flight.** — “ Yes,** replied the prince, 

“ there is a caufe. The traitor Shaifla Chan! 

I have loft the empire, but let him not efcape un- 
punifhed.” The' emperor bent his e)es to 'the 
ground, and for fome time uttered not one word ; 
at length fuddenly ftarting up, he faid, “ What 

means 
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means Dara to do ?” — “ To defend tbefe walls,” 
replied the prince. “ You deceive lyourfelf,” 
faid Shaw Jehan ; « .walls are no' defence to.thofe 
who have failed in the field.” Having | expreffed 
himfelf in thefe words, he ordered the biy-ftanders 
to remove. He then advifed Dara to fet out im- 
mediately for Delhi. He told him. That the go- 
veinor of that city fliould have orders !to fupplyi 
him with all the public money in his polTeffion ; 
and that an exprefs Ihould be immediately dif- 
patched to his fon Soliman, to march along the 
northern banks of the Ganges, and to [join him 
in the province of Doab, which lies between that 
river and the Jumna. i 

Dara, approving of this advice, retired to his 
own palace, and made preparations for his im- 
mediate flight. ^ He loaded all his elephants and 
chariots with his women and flaves ; and for want 
of beads of burden, he imprudently left! his trea- 
fure behind About midnight, the unfortunate 
prince ilTued out of Agra, mounted on horfeback, 
acconyanied by a few menial fervants.i One of 
the pikemen who attended him, had the infolence 
to ride clofe by his fide, and to murmur in his 
ears concerning the lofs which he himfelf fuftained 

departure. Dara was' enraged 
at this fudden mark of his own fallen condition. 

not at your fate. ' 
Behold me, who but yefterday commihded ar- 

frJv? ’l forget your own 

triv al misfortunes. Behold me, who L called 

“ obU^H alluding to his owfi'name, 

intr f ° 5/ and be filent concern- 

^ pikeman was ftruck by the 
w^r ^0 other Ifervants 

he nr ° ttiuch enraged that 

eorfn?r -f but Dai-a inter, 
pofingfaid, Forbear! the friends of !the un- 

fortunate 
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fortunate have a right to complain in their pre- a. d. 
fence.” 

Dara proceeded through night, and deceived 
his misfortunes by repeating fome of the elegies 
of Hafiz, a famous poet of Shiraz. When he to Delhi, 
had rode two miles from Agra, he heard the 
noife of horfemcn approaching from behind. He 
ftood and drew his fword; but they were two 
private foldiers, who, having perceived the prince 
palling through the gate of the city, took a refo- 
lution to join him. They told their bufmefs ; 
and Dara was prevented from thanking them by 
his tears. He had not advanced many miles, 
when an officer, with forty troopers joined him ; 
and by the dawn of the morning, fcveral men of 
diftinftion came up with him, with three hun- 
dred horfe. With this retinue he continued his 
rout to Delhi; and arrived in that city on the 
third day after his departure from Agra. 

The emperor, anxious about Dara, fent tohis^aire# 
palace foon after, his departure. He underftood ’®^'*** 
that, in the confufion, he bad neglected to carry 
along with him his treafure. He immediately or- 
dered fifty-feven mules to be loaded with gold 
coin, and to be fent to his fon under the protec- 
tion of a detachment of the guards. But a tribe 
of Hindoos, who have fince made a figure under 
the name of Jates, having mielh'gence of this 
treafure, defeated the party, and feized the mo-, 
ney. This was a dreadful blow to Dara. Thirty 
. lacks of the public money were only found in the 
pofleffion of the governor of Delhi ; and the mer- 
chants and bankers would fubferibe to no loan, 
in the prefent untoward pofture of the prince’s 
affairs. The threats of military execution at Jafl 
enabled him to raife confiderable fums, for which 
- he gave orders on the Imperial treafury. Soldiers 

flocked 
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A. D. flocked round his ftandard ; and he had, in a 

Hm’ days, the appearance of an army. 

106S. Aurungzebe, who ftill remained encamped 
near the field of battle, was informed of every 
Aurung- tranfaftion in Agra by his fpies. The greateft 
who looked upon him as the heir if not 
the aftual poflelTor of the empire, endeavoured 
to gain his favour by giving him intelligence. 
He found that all the hopes of Dara ^depended 
•upon the army under the command of his fon ; 
and he refolved to gain it over to his own views. 
He fent letters to the Raja Joy Singh, he wrote 
to Debere Chan, who were next in command to 
Soliman Sheko. He exaggerated, if polTible, the 
hopelefs condition of Dara ; he informed them, 
that the army of that prince had joined his 
ftandard, that he himfelf had fled unattended to 
Delhi, that he could not efcape, as orders had 
been diftributed'.through all the provinces to feize 
him, as a public enemy. “ Shaw Jehan,’^ con- 
tinued Aurungzebe, “ is rendered unfit for go- 
vernment by age and infirmities. Your hopes, 
and even your fafety, muft depend upon me ; and 
as you value both, feize Soliman, and fend him ' 
to my camp.” 

the army Joy Singh, who received the firft letters from 
L/iraam Aurungzebe, was perplexed. His fears flood 
againft his adherence to Soliman ; his honour 
rendered him averfe to fide with Aurungzebe. 
He went to the tent of Debere ; and that lord 
placed the letters which he alfo had received, in 
his hands. To feize the prince was a meafure of 
peril, from his known valour ; to attempt to fe- 
duce the army, whilft he remained at its head, 
dangerous. They followed the middle courfe as 
the fafeft. When the news of the defeat of Dara 
arrived at the camp, about a day’s march beyond 
Allahabad, the prince called a council of war. 

He 
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He propofed to march ftraiglit to Delhi ; they A. n 
diflented, and plainly told lam, that they uonld 
not flir from the camp till more certain advices «c68. 
arrived. The prince, anxious to join his father, 
was diflrelted beyond meafurc. lie endeavoured 
to perfuade them ; but their mcafures had been 
taken. He applied to the army ; they too were 
traitors, and difobeyed. Indcad of being able to 
afiifl Dara, he became afraid of his own fafciy. 

He refolvcd to leave a camp \ihcrc lie had no 
authority. He, lion ever, altered his opinion, 
and remained; but the principal ofllccrs, with 
their retinues, left the camp. 

Shailla Chan, who had commanded the right SSiitta 
wing of Dara's army in the late battle, betrayed 
his iruft, and retreated without coming to blow's ‘IcjUw 
with the rebels, lie returned to Agra; and a 
melTage was fent him by the emperor, command- 
ing him to appear in the prefcncc. His friends 
advifed him not to obey; but his confidence w’as 
equal to his want of faith. He tiuflcd in his own 
power; he was encouraged by the vicinity of the 
viftorious princes. /He went, and flood un- 
daunted in the prcfcncc. The emperor, offended 
before at his treachery, was enraged al his im- 
pudence. “ You \illain,” faid he, “ you fon 
of a villain, how could you prefume to betray 
my fon and me?” Shaifia took fire at the re- 
proach. “ 'I he name/* he replied, “ 1 con- 
fefs, is not unfuiiablc to Afiph Jih; he invefled 
Shaw Jehan with power, by delivering the heir 
of the crown into his hands.** The emperor 
flarted from his throne, and drew his fword. He 
looked furioufly around on the nobles, and cried, 

“ Will none of you feize the traitor?’* All were 
filent; the » emperor repeated the fame words. 

Fowlad Chan flept forth, threw Shailla to the 
ground, and binding his bands behind him, afked 
. Voi.. III. B b the 
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A. D, the further pleafure of Shaw Jehan. “ 'I’liro-c^ 
him headlong,'* faid he,' “ from the Imperial 
1068. baftion." When they were dragging him to ex- 
ecutron, Shaifta cried out to the emperor, 

“ Shall you, who are the vicegerent of God, 
break his laws, by fliedding blood on the feventh 
day of the holy month of Ramzan ?’* Shaw Jehan 
nung down his head for a moment ; and then 
ordered him to be kept bound till the next day. 

Refcued. The friends of Shaifta were, in the mean time, 
apprifed of his danger. They gathered from all 
quarters, and collefted near ten thoufand men, 
who came to the gate of the citadel, and peremp- 
torily demanded him from the emperor, Shaw 
Jehan continued obftinate during the night. In 
the morning, the force of the rebels had increaf- 
ed ; and he perceived that they were refolved to 
come to extremities. He fent for the prifoner ; 
and obliged him to write an order for them to 
difperfe. They faw through this piece of policy. 
They refufed to obey the commands of a’ man 
fubjeifl to another’s power. Scaling ladders were 
aftually applied to the walls ; and the emperor 
was obliged to comply with the demands of the 
infurgents, and to rellore Shailla to his free- 
dom. 

On the ninth of June, the confederate princes 
appeared with their army before the capital. The 
fore Agra, city was in no condition to fuhain a fiege ; and 
the gates were left open. Aurungzebe, declining 
to enter Agra, pitched his tent in a garden with- 
out the walls. His fehemes were not yet ripe for 
execution ; and he affumed an appearance of mo- 
deration. Morad lay ill of his wounds ; and, be- 
ing unable to attend to bufinefs, a fair field was 
left for his brother. The emperor, when the " 
van of the rebels appeared in fight, ordered the 
gates of the citadel, tvhich was a place of great 

Jdrength . 
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ftrength, to be (hut. This refolution alarmed a d< 
Aurungzcbe. To attack bis father would be a 
meafure of great imprudence. His health being losV 
re-eftablifiied, his fubjeSs ftill looked up to him 
as their only lawful fovereign. Aurungzebe, 
therefore, refolved to fubftitute art in the place 
of force. 

When he arrived at the gale of the city he Aurung- 
fent a trully melTenger to his lather. He ordered 
him to touch the ground in his name, before the ’her. 
emperor ; and to fignify to him, that Aurung- 
zebe flill retained for him the alFeftion of a fon, 
and the loyalty of a fuhjefl ; that his grief for 
what had happened u as exceedingly great; that 
he lamented the ambition and evil defigns of Da- 
ra, who had forced him to extremities ; that he 
rejoiced extremely at the emperor’s recovery from 
his indirpofition ; and that he himfelf remained 
without the city, in humble e\pe£lation of his 
commands. Shaw Jehan being no flranger to 
the dark, crafty, and intriguing difpofition of 
Aurungzcbe, received his nieflcnger with afTefted 
joy.. He had long difeovered his palfion for 
reigning ; and he relolved to meet deceit with du- 
plicity. He, however, was not a match in art 
for his fon ; and by endeavouring to intrap Au- 
rungzebe, he himfelf fell at laft into the fnare. 

Shaw Jehan, to expifeatethe real defigns of Thjj^con- 
rebellious fons, fent his eldeft daughter Jehanara 
to vifit them, upon their arrival at the gates of 
Agra. Aurungzebe having owned the fuperio- 
fity of Morad, the princefs went firft to his tent. 
Moradwasof a difpofition that could neither con- 
ceal his hatred nor his love- He knew that Je- 
haiiara was inviolably attached to theinterefts of 
his elder brother ; and being at the fame time fret- 
ful through the pain of his wounds, he treated 
her with difrefpeft, and even ufed harfh expref- 
B b 2 fions. 
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fions. The' haughty fpirit of Jehahara 
patient of infult. She called for her cha^^ her 
rage, and told him, that his brutality equal 
to his crimes. The behaviour of Mora^^ his 
filler was inflantly carried to Aurung:?^he, by 
his fpies. He ran out of his tent, and her 
chair. “ Will my filler,” he faid, “ Ipave the 
camp without enquiring concerning my health ? 
My long abfence, Jehanara, has, I fear, blP^^^^ 
out of the memory of my relations. ShP’J^^ 7°^ 
not deign yourfelf to honour me with yP^^^" pi'C" 
fence, it would have been kind to havefe*^*^ 
one of your ineanell Haves, to give me fotne ac- 
counts of my father.” Having flattered P^'ide 
with fuch exprelTions as thefe, he prevailed upon 
her to enter his tent, where Ihe was treated with 
/the highell refpeft and dihinaion. 1 ' 

To gain the confidence of Jehanara, he pre- 
tended the greatell remorfe,for fiisown behaviour. 
He told her, that his happinefs in life d^P^^ded 
upon his father’s forgivenefs of his errors.- “ ^ut 
why did I call them errors, Jehanara ?” hiid he, 
“ they are crimes ; though I might ple^d as ah 
excufe, that 1 was deceived by defigninp"' "len j 
but my folly in believing them, has thrd'''''’a dif- 
credit on my underfla-nding, in' my owfl eyes.” 
His afleverations were accompanied with i 
and the princefs was deceived. “ I , am no 
llranger,” flie replied, « to the fentimenl's of the 
emperor, on a fubjedl which has caufed fo much 
of his forrow. He is moll oflended at Morad, 
who has added the name of S( vereign to IPS other 
crimes. He confiders Aurungzebe as oii4' tnif- 
led by mifreprefentation ; Morad as an o.^dinate 
and detei mined rebel. Defert him, thpt-efore, 
and you may not only depend upon forffi'^enefs, 
biit^ upon all the favour an indulgent parent can 
beltow on a fon whom he loves.” 


AurunSzebe’s 
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Aurungz'bc’s countenance appeared liglitcncd a. d. 
up with joy, during the time which fhe employed in 
fpeaking. But an afieflcddarkncfs returned upon loTi 
his features when fiie mentioned Morad. “ Da- 's-— 
ra’s party,” he then began, is ruined ; and 
Fortune has added to the friends of Morad. - The 
firfl is unpopular, on account of his pallionate 
feverity among the nobility; the latter beloved, 
for the open honefly of his dirpofiiion and his 
unequalled valour. ** As for me,” continued 
dVurungzebe, “ 1 am whatl feem, a man devoted 
to the fcrvicc of God ; a chara^er little calcu- 
lated to gain the favour of men. But fl)ould Da- 
ta appear to have friends to fuppori my endea- 
vours to regain the cneem of my father, 1 venture 
toalTurc Jehan.'ira, that I will focceed or perilh In 
the attempt.” He fpokc thefe words with fuch an 
appearance of emphatic fmccrity, that the princefs 
wasoverjo/cd. In the opennefs of her heart, fl)c 
informed him of all the refources of her brother 
Data ; and flie mentioned the names of his prin- 
cipal friends. Many who pretended to be in the 
intereft of Aurungzebe were of .the number; 
though they had yielded for the prefent to the 
bias of fottunc. Without any pcrfonal afieftion 
for Dara, they alTefled his caufe from a principle 
of juflice. “ I am rt-joiced, Jehanara,” faid 
AuTungzL'bCf at the difeovery you have made. 

No doubts now remain to perplex my mind. Go 
to my father, and tell him, that in two days he 
fhall fee Aurungzebe at his feet.** 

Shaw Jehan, upon this occafion, forgot the Kmpfror 
natural cautioufnefs of his chara^cr. He looked 
-upon his fchemes as completed ; and thought he 
faw Aurungzebe already fubmitting to his cle- 
mency. In the fulincfs of hishcart he fat down 
and wrote a letter to Dara. .He- acquainted the 
. prince, that tiie bad afpeft of-^his fortune began to >> 

} change. 
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change. “ Aurungzebe,” faid he, « is difguft- 
ed with the infolence of Mol'ad. He is to aban- 
don that haughty young man, and to throw him- 
felf at my feet. A foolifli and inexperienced 
boy, who owed all his fuccefs to the abilities of 
his bi other, mufl foon fall when deprived of his 
fupporr. But we are not to depend upon the con- 
trition of Aurungzebe. When he fhall enter the 
citadel, his perfon will be feized. Hold yourfelf, 
therefore, in readinefs to march with all expe- 
dition to Agra. Two days more Hiall carry to 
you accounts of the full completion of our de- 
figns.” The emperor placed his letter in the 
■hands of Nahirdil, one of his trufty Haves. He 

ordered him to fetout for Delhi at midnight, with 
all expedition. 


The impatience of the emperor proved fatal to 
his fchemes: Shaifta Chan had his fpies in the 
prefence; and one of them informed him, that a 
letter had been written, and given in charge to 
Nahirdil. He fufpeded that it was intended for 
iJara; and he occupied the road toward Delhi 
wth fome faithful friends. Nahirdil had fcarce 
iffued out of the gate of the city, when fome 
horfernen furrounded and feized him. He 
brought to Shaifta, who perufed the letter. Ele- 
vated with the difcovery, he immediately w^ent to 
now^r.r^ Aurungzabe ; for that prince had 
was in the city. The Have 

alwavs emotion. ^He had 
nromVp^ V emperor’s fincerity, when he 

his arml ^ lon who had ruined 

fecuted hi! battles. ^ He, however, pro- 

feveranrp i? indefatigable per- 

would hp’ ^be citadel 

fure Th^^ uj^popular, if not a dangerous, mea- 
iuie. The reverence which the army ftill had for 

their 
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their a^ed fovereign, would prevent them from a. d. 
drawing their r^vords ngnmO him. But the citadel 
mufl be polTencd, and the perfnn of the father id 58. 
nnill be placed in the hands of his ambitious fon j 
otherwife he may give his hopes to the wind. 

On the fifteenth of June, Aurungzebe was to 
have performed his promife of vifiting his father nhemei 
in the citadel. The emperor, full of anxiety, 
looked forward to the appointed hour, in which 
he faw a period to his misfortunes. A letter from 
his fon was delivered Into his hands, when he 
cxpe£lcd him in perfon. He told his father, that 
his crimes were of fodeepa dye, tliat he could 
not diveft himfelf of fear that the injured empe- 
ror would not forgive him. , “ However much 
defirous I am of being received into favour, I 
cannot rifque my perfona! fafety in the prefcnce. 

Tlie guilty are always timid. Permit me, there- 
fore, to receive the moil convincing proofs of my 
fovereign’s forgivenefs ; and let my fon Mahom- 
med, who reveres the perfon and authority of 
his grandfather, be admitted into the citadel with 
a guard for the proieilion of my perfon.” Shaw 
Jehin, anxious for the execution of his own pro- 
jeft, found, that without confeniing to thefe 
propofals, it mull be entirely fruflrateil. He 
therefore returned for anfwcr, that Mahommed, 
with a certain number of men, might come. 

Mahommed, accordingly, having received thcror^Vribe 
proper infiruftions from his father, entered 
citadel, and difpofed his party in different places. 

The emperor, in the mean time, had concealed 
a body of men in a court adjoining to the haram. 

The prince roaming about, lighted on thefe men. 

He complained to the emperor of an intention 
againfl his father’s perfon; he therefore plainly 
told him, that till thefe men were removed, he 
would fend a melfenger to Aurungzebe to ftop 
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Tcafbn, retired from the prefence with the ufual a d. 
obeifance, and left his rage to fublldc at leifure. 

The emperor, after the heat of his paifion was iccs*. 
over, began to reflect upon his deplorable condi- 
lion. He accufed his own wcaknefs more than em'* 
his fortune ; and he was afliamed to have fallen p‘« 
into ^ fnare which he himfclf had laid. Refent- 
ment and a dcfirc of immediate revenge prevailed 
over every other paffion of his foul. He fent 
again for Mahommed. The prince came; and 
found his grandfather with his hand upon the 
Comn, and his eyes raifcd to the Imperial crown, 
which was fufpended over his head. “ You fee, 
^Tahommed,” he faid, ** thefe facred objefts, 
before an u ifortunatc old man. I am over- 
whelmed wit.i rage, worn out with age and dif- 
eafe. It is in your power, young man, to make 
me, for once, happy in my latter days. Relcafc 
me from prifon j and by thefe,*' pointing to the 
crown, and holding the Coran in his hand, “ I 
folemnly fwear to make you emperor of the Mo- 
guls." The prince wasfilcni; but various paf- 
fions flew alternately over his features. “ And 
do you hefitate,” begun Shaw Jehan, “ to do 
an aSion, which will at once gain you the favour 
of Heaven and the empire of Hindoflan? Are 
you afraid, that it ihall be hereafter related to 
your dirpraife, that you delivered an aged grand- 
father from prifon and difgrace?’* The prince 
hung down his head for a moment; then fiid- 
denly ftaning, luthed out without uttering a 
word^ ' 

It is difficult to determine what motive induced to fnn 
the prince to decline the offer made to him by°f^'^''- 
Shaw Jehan. He was ambitious ; nor was he re- 
markable for his filial piety. He probably doubt- 
ed his grandfather’s fmeerity; or he did not 
chufe to truft to propofals impofed by neceffity. 

Aurungzebe, 
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emperor, 1 alfo love my life; and I am deter* A.n, 
mined not to trufl it in the hands of even a father, 
till the influence of ilhdefigning perfons has dc- ,55^ 
parted quite from his mind. Let him, in ihc''-^-^ 
mean while, pafs his lime in that fcrcnc tranquil- 
lity which is fuitable to. his years; and when I 
fhall havc difibled Dara from doing further harm 
to ihe‘cmpirc,- rmyrclh. will come and open the 
•gates of thceitadcl/* ; This- letter was only in- 
tended to deceive the 'people. It was publicly 
read^o the nobles; and it is even doubtful whe- 
. .iher'it was fent at all to the emperor. 

^• •\Vhen the prince Mahoramed took pofieflion r)«pTrc* 
••of the perfon of the emperor, with the citadel, 
his father, as ha*s been already related, was pay- 
ing his devotions at the flirinc of the emperor 
Akbar. When intelligence of his fon*s fuccefs 
was carried to him, he immediately waited upon 
Mornd in his palace; and told him nil the cir- 
cumflances of the aflair. Thai prince, who 
knew that he could have no hopes trom Ins fa- 
ther, was much plcafed at hearing of his impri- 
fonmeni. Aurungzebe, in the mean time, fa- 
Juted him emperor, and faid; “ Morad had be- 
fore the name, but he now has the power of a fo- 
vereign. My wiflies,’* continued he, “ are now 
completely accomplilhed. 1 have contributed to 
raife a prince, worthy of the throne of our ancef- 
tors, and 1 have but one favour to alk for all the 
fatigue which I have undergone.*’ “ Speak your 
wiflies,” faid Morud, “ and they fhall be in- 
flantly granted.” “ This world,” replied Au- 
rungzebe, “ has already overwhelmed me too 
much with its cares. I long to throw the burden 
away ; 1 am tired of the vain buflle and pagean- 
try of life. Will, therefore, the emperor of the 
Moguls permit me to make a pilgrimage to 
Mecca ? will he give me feme fmall allowance to 
■* enable 
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enable me to pafs my days in eafe, and in the ex- 
ercife of prayer and conftant devotion Morad, 
though fecretly overjoyed at his refolution, made 
fome flight attempts to dilTuade him. Aurung- 
zebe was determine-d. His brother yielded to his 
importunity ; and the crafty prince prepared for 
a journey which he never. intended to make. 

Whilft this farce w'as adling at Agra, advices 
arrived that Dara had collefted a confiderable 
force at Delhi. Officers of diftindlion crowded to 
the prince every day from the diftant provinces, 
Aurungzebe pretended to be alarmed. He ad- 
vifed his brother to march in perfon to finifli the 
war. 'I'hat prince, who was fond of adtion, pre- 
pared for the field ; but he wanted money. The 
old emperor had concealed part of the Imperial 
treafure ; Aurungzebe had fecreted the reft. The 
arniy of Morad had not been paid for two months, 
and they began to murmur. The prince called 
together all the bankers of Agra. He offered 
to mortgage part of the revenue, for an immedi- 
ate loan ; but they refufed to give him credit. 
He was enraged beyond meafure, and he prepared 
to ufe force ; when his brother advifed him 
againft an aft of injuftice,- and promifed to dif- 
charge the arrears due to the army out of. his 
own private fortune. Morad acceded to the pro- 
pofal, without obferving its fatal tendency. ■ Au- 
rungzebe, by this expedient, became at once po- 
pular in the army and in the city. 

1 he defigns of Aurungzebe were now too pal- 
pable not to be perceived. The friends of Morad 
had long feen through his deceit ; and the prince 
• himfelf, though not fufpicious, was now con- 
vinced that he covered ambition under the malk 
of fanftity. The preparations for Mecca had been 
converted into preparations for the field. He 
told his brother, that he ftill ftood in need of his 

advice. 
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D. him an invitation to come to his tent, to fee fome 
1658. beautiful women, whom he had collefted for his 
amufement. Their performances in finging, in 
dancing, and in playing upon various inftruments 
of mufic,’ were, he faid, beyond any thing ever 
feen in Hindollan. .He enlarged upon their grace, 
their beauty, the elegant fymmetry of their limbs. 
The mind of Morad, who was naturally a great 
lover of pleafure, was inflamed at the defcription ; 
and,, contrary to the advice of all his friends, he 
went to his brother’s quarter. On the arrival of 
the emperor, as Aurungzebe affeQied to call his 
brother, he was received by the’ young ladies in. 
an inner tent. They were handfome beyond de- 
fcription, and ' the voluptuous prince was ftruck 
with a pleafing aftonifliment at their chaims. 
d feized An elegant entertainment was in the mean time 
ferved up to the found of vocal and inllrumental 
mufic.'' Morad was elevated, and called for wine 
of Shiraz. The ladies fat round him in a circle, 
and Aurungzebe, throwing off his ufual auflerity, 
began to partake of the wine. Morad in a fliort 
time became intoxicated, and his brother, inltead 
of wine, impofed upon him bumpers of arrack. 
He at length fell afleep on a fopha,' in the arms 
of one of the ladies. Aurungzebe had, in the 
mean time, given orders to fome of his officers, 
to entertain the lords who attended Morad in the 
fame voluptuous manner. Even his body-guard 
were intoxicated v.'ith wine *, fo that the unfortu- 
nate prince was left without defence. 
tAu- Aurungzebe gave orders to Ziffer Tung and 
three other lords, to enter the tent and to bind 
his brother. The lady retired upon their coming; 
and they advanced to the fopha on. which he lay. 
His fvvord and dagger had been already removed 
by the care of Aurungzebe ; and they began 
foftly to bind his hands. Morad flarted up at 
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he could not have failed ; but he met that crafty 
prince in his own province of deceit, and he was 
foiled. This remarkable tranfadion happened in 
the camp near Muttra, on the fixth of July 1658. 

Though bhaifta, who was left in the govern- 
ment of Agra, was fulhciently attached to the 
caufe of Aurungzebe, that cautious prince left 
his fon Mahommed in that capital, to watch any 
unforefeen events that might arife. To the joint 
care of Mahommed and Shaifta the unfortunate 
Morad was committed ; and his brother having 
no fears remaining in that quarter, moved his 
camp from Muttra, and arrived at Delhi on the 
twenty-fixth of July. Though he had not alTum- 
ed the Imperial titles, he created Omrahs in that 
city, the firft of whom was Ziffer Jung, whom 
he dignified w'ith the name of Chan Jehan. Un- 
der that lord he detached a divifion of his army 
againfi; Dara. That prince, upon the news of the 
approach of Ziffer, decamped from Sirhind, and 
took the route of Lahore. Ip his march he laid 
under military execution, all the Rajas and go- 
vernors of diftridts who refufed to join. He 
railed confiderable fums in his way ; and having 
croffed the Snttuluz, ordered all the boats on 


that river to be dellro3^ed. 

Dara having advanced beyond the' river Bea, 
took poffeflion of Lahore. Giving his army time 
to bieathe in that cit)^ he employed himfelf in 
levying troops, and in collefting the Imperial 
revenue. Daood, the general of his forces, re- 
mained in the mean time at the village of Til- 
bundi, with half the army, to guard the paffage 
of the liver Bea. Aurungzebe, upon advice of 
the (iilpofitions of Dara, reinforced the army of 
Ziffer with five thoufand horfe, under the con- 
duct of Chillulla. 'Ihe war with Dara, from be- 
V proirafled, became ferious. The minds of 


the 
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the people were divided, as lonj; as two princes a d. 
continued in the field. Aurunj!7,ehc, with Ins 
caution, was rapiil in his defigns. lie knew how fc5S. 
to ufeas well as how to gain a viclory. Ilis 
picious temper faw peril rifmg from delay; and 
therefore, notwithllanding the foHlitial rains 
were at their height, and the country deluged 
with water, he prepared to move toward Lahore 
with all his forces. 

Apprcliending that hh not afluming the name Au ung. 
of Emperor, would be confidcred hy mankind 35 
a tacit acknowledgment of the injullrcc of histti' 
proceedings, he refol ved to exalt the IinpcriaP'”®"'* 
umbrella over his head. His afieclcd feif dcnial 
upon former occafions, fiood at prcfcnt in the 
way of his defigns. lie was afliamed to take 
upon himfelf an honour which, from motives of 
religion, he had pretended before to rcjcfl. His 
moft intimate friends knew, however, the fccret 
thoughts of his mitul. They infinuated to the 
nobles, that Aurungacbe, from declining fo long 
to afeend the throne, feemed to have Hill an inten- 
tion of retiring from the world, that, in his zeal 
for religion, he might be induced 10 leave his 
friends to the refentment of his enemies ; that 
therefore it was the bufinefs of all to force upon 
him, in a manner, a power nccelTary to their 
own fafeiy. They waited upon him in a body. 

He feemed ;difappointcd, and even ofiended at 
their propofal. At length he fulTercd himfelf to 
beperfuaded. “ You are, faid lie, “ refolvcd 
to facrificc my love of retirement to your own 
eafe. But be it fo ; God will, perhaps, give me 
that tranquillity upon the throne,' which 1 hoped 
to find in a cell ; and if lefs of my time fliall 
be employed in prayer, more of it will be fpent 
in good actions. I fhould only have an inclina- 
tion for virtuous deeds in my retreat; but, as 
'' VoL. HI. C c emperor 
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D. empei-or of the Moguls, I fliall have the power 
of doing them. Thefe motives, and not . the 
• loS’. vain pomp of greatnefs, induce me to aflume the 
empire.” 

^ '■ On the fecond of AuguR, in an affembly of the 
nobility, he, mounted the throne, in the garden of 
Azabad near Delhi. No pompous ceremonies 
were ufed upon the occafion ; for he alFe£led to 
defpife magnificence. His finances, at the fame 
time, were low ; and he prudently confidered that 
money, in the prefent fituation of affairs, would 
be better bellowed upon an army, than on the idle 
pageantry of Rate. He affumed upon his acceffion 
to the throne, the pompous title of Allum- 
GiRE, on The Conqueror of. the World -, 
being then near the clofe of the fortieth;, year of 
^ his age. 

Repeal- The means taken by Aurungzebe to obtain the, 
empire, were fcarce more jiiftifiable, than thofe by 
which he fecured to himfelf the undifturbed pof-, 
feffion of the throne.^ Religion, the convenient 
cloke of knavery in all countries, waS, the chief 
engine of his ambition ; and, in that fefpeQ;, he 
relied on the credulity of mankind, to a degree 
of unpardonable' imprudence.' His felf-denial' 
and moderate profeffions agreed fo little with his 
aflions, thdt it is even altonifliing, how any perfbn 
of common refleftion could have been- for a .mo*' 
ment deceived .Butthe vulgar give i'mplicit faith to 
fanflity in its moll quellionable form ; and Mor'ad, 
by whofe popularity and valour his brother over- 
threw the hopes of Dara, fufpefled not a duplici- 
ty to which iiis own foul was a fti anger. . To de- 
ceive that prince, was to fecure the empire. Bear- 
ing more the appearance of an hermit himfelf, than 
tliat of a competitor for the throne, the army 
looked up to Morad ; who being addifled beyond 
meafure to pleafure, gave up the influence as well 

: . as 


s II A w }x: II A 


ns ilic Inbour of buHncfi to Ins brother. Au- 
Tungrebe, to fupport hts nmbiuou^ \icws, v.ns 
obb'c;cd lo bavetccouifc to nris which finmp htt 
chandler with incannefs, vliilfl they prove the 
abilities of his mind. 

blorad, with many commendable qualities, 
v.-ns alfo dininguifhed by tUfguning wca?;ncnci. 
Infiead of ihni haughty pride which recornmends 
itfclf in its vtr)' abftirdiiics, be was ptifTcd up 
with unmanly vanity. A flr.mgcr to his osvn 
merit in ihofc things in which he excelled in the 
opinion of the world, he arrogated to hirnfcif 
praife in provinces foruhich nature !iad altogether 
rendered him unfit. AVhh an open and generous 
difpofiiion, he wifijcd to be thought artful ^nd 
fevere; and blind to bis abilities in the field, he 
endeavoured to cirry the palm in the caluntt. 
To iticntlon to him the dcfigns of his !)rotIitr, 
wtis a fatirc upon his penetration ; to fuggcll to 
him caution, was, in his eyes, an accufaflon of Ids 
Courage, lie looked not around him into the 
conduft of othtrsj and he abhorred every cn* 
‘qulry into his own. Under the Ihadow of this 
carclcfs atwl arrogant vanity in Morid, his bro- 
ther fabricated at tcifurc bis own dcfigns. lJut 
bis exccffivccagcnicfs to heighten the deceit, w.i5 
the means of its being difrovcrcd. Morad birn- 
fclf faw tliroughthcvcil of flattery wliich he had 
laid over his ambitious views; but the vanity, 
which at firfl induced him to give faith to Auning- 
5'Cbe, made him afterwards defpife his infinccrity. 
lie fell at lafl a viflim to Ins own arrogant folly. 

Aurungzebc, however, owed not altogether 
his fuccefs either to his own hypocrify, or to the 
vveaknefs of his brother. Naturally averfe to 
polnp and magnificence, he aflcflcd all his life 
that bumble deportment which brings the prince 
near to the people. AViihoui being virtuous from 
C c 2 principle, 



j78 the history of hindostan. 

A. D. principle, he was an enemy to vice from confti» 
tution ; and he never did an ad of injuftice, 
till he alpired to the throne. In his private cha» 
rader, he was an example of decency to others ; 
an affedionate parent, a fincere friend, a juft 
mafter. Deiliiute of that elegance of perfon, 
and that winning behaviour which had rendered 
his brothers the idols of the people wherever 
they moved, he endeavoured to acquire a degree 
of popularity by the auflerity of his manners. 
Like the reft of the family of Timur, he was , 
bred up with very free notions upon the fubjed 
of religion ; but various circumftances induced 
him afterwards to affume tl e appearance of a ri- 
gid devotee. His brothers, by encouraging men 
of all religions, had offended ;the followers of 
Mahommed. The pofterity of^ thofe Moguls, 
who under Baber conquered, India, and foldiers 
of fortune from 'I'artary and Perfia, occupied the 
greatefl: number of the places of profit and truft in 
the empire. Thefe could not fee, without envy, 
men of different perfuafions from^hemfelves, ad- 
mitted into the confidence of princes who ftill 
profeffed the Mahommedan faiih.„ Though filent 
at eburt, they murmured in fecret ; and la- 
mented the declining date of a religion, under 
the aufpices of which they had extended their go- 
vernment over India. Aunungzefie, by his rigid 
adherence to the tenets inculcated m the Coran, 
gained the efleem of all thofe, who, if the ex- 
preflion may be ufed, weie the chains which 
kept together the nations of Hmdoftan under 
-the houfe of limur. But the influence which 
A crungzebe , derived from his devotion did nor, 
for many years, fuggeft an ambition to afpire to 
the empire. He only hoped, that under the cloke 
of fanility, be might pafs in fafety his life under 

any 
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any of his brothers, whom Fortune might place a d. 
on the throne. 

That fpccious appearance, which the aflions ,068. 
of a man of religion mud wear in the eyes of the 
world, facilitated his fchemes. In his long inarch 
from the Decan, his troops obferved a moll exaft 
difeipline. No ravages were committed ; no in- 
judiccdonc. When he fat down with his army 
in a field of com, he cither paid the efiimated 
value to the owners, or gave a receipt ‘for it as a 
part of the revenue due to the crown. “ Though 
I am forced,** faid he, “ into a war by the machi- 
nations of Darn, I cannot confider inyfclf as in 
an enemy’s country.*’ When the people came to 
decide their difierences before him, he remanded 
them to the officers of the empire. “ Fortune," 
he was heard to fay, “ may change the prince, 
but the fundamental laws of the date mufl not be 
changed. Should I fail in my prefent enterprife," 
continued he to the petitioners, “ my judgment 
would not avail you, nay, it would do you harm 
with the conquerors. But if I Ihall fuccecd in 
my undertakings, I promiTe to acquicfcc in the 
determinations of the Imperial judges.’* Thefe 
moderate feniimcnts comributed to reconcile the 
minds of the people to his government ; and 
even induced them to aferibe the moll wicked of 
his adlions to neceflity. 

When the news of his having mounted the TnteUi- 
throne arrived at Agra, the governor filled every 
corner of the city with-public demondrations of 
joy. The people were rather druck with fur- 
prize, than moved with gladncfs. Tliey, howe- 
ver, obferved that cautious filence which fuits 
the fubjefls of defpotifm. 'J'he noife of the ar- 
tillery on the walls of the citadel, faluted the 
old emperor’s ears, and rouzed him from the 
melancholy into which he had been plunged by 

misfortunes. 
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misfortunes. “ Go, Jehanara,” hq faid, for his 
daughter \^as the only perfon near him j “ go, 
and learn the caiife of this fudden mark of joy ! 
But why fhould we enquire ? The gladnefs of 
thofe who furround us, muft add to our grief. 
Some new misfortune muft have fallen on Da- 
ra ; look not abroad, left the firft objeft to ftrike 
your eyes, fliould be the head of a brother whom 
you tenderly loved.” Jehanara, burfting into 
tears, arofe ; and, in the paffage which led to the 
haram, was met by the chief eunuch, w’^ho was 
haftening to the emperor with the news. 

The eyes of Shaw Jehan flafhed with rage. 
He rofe — he walked to and fro through the apart- 
ment, but he uttered not one word. His daugh- 
ter fat at a diftance in tears 5 he raifed his eyes, 
and looked ftedfaftly forfome time on the figure 
of a crown which hung fufpended from the ceil- 
ing over his head. He called at length the chief 
eunuch; “ Take,” faid he, “ that bauble away ; 
it mocks me with the memory of my former con- 
dition.” The tear ftood in his eye : “ Yet ftay 
thy hand,” refumed the emperor ; “this would be 
owning the right of Aurungzebe. He beckoned 
to the eunuch to retire ; he ftood involved in 
thought, “ The new emperor, Jehanara,” faid 
Shaw Jehan, “ has prematurely mounted the 
throne. He fliould have added the murder of a 
father to the other crimes which have raifed him 
fo high. But this perhaps is alfo art ; he wants 
to deprive me, by mifreprefentation, of what re- 
mains of my fame, before he deprives me of 
life.!” 

Whilft Shaw Jehan was making thefe melancho- 
ly refleftions on his own loft condition, a melTage 
was brought to him from Mahommed, the eldeft 
fon of Aurungzebe, who had remained at Agra. 
He begged leave to have permiffion to wait upon 

his 
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his grandfather. The emperor, ftartingfrom hi* A p. 
reverie at the name of Mahommed, replied to 
the meflenger, “ If he comes as an enemy, I lo'.s. 
have no power to prevent him ; if as a friend, 1 
have now no crown to bellow;** alluding to his 
offer to hlahommed, when that prince fci^^cd the 
citadel. The mcfTcnger told him, That Mahom- 
med wifhed only to be admitted to communicate 
to the emperor the rcafons which induced his 
father to mount the throne. “ Fathers,** re- 
plied Shaw Jehfin, “ have been dethroned by 
their fons; but to infult the misfortunes of a pa- 
rent, was left for Aurungzebe. What reafon 
but his ambition has the rebel for afluming the 
empire? To liflen to his cxcufes, would be to 
acknowledge thejuflicc of his conduft, by fitew- 
ing, by my weakneni, that 1 could no longer 
wield the feeptre which he has ftruck from my 
hand.*’— Mahommed retired. 

Though the power of Shaw Jehan had, in aueieii;- 
great mcafure, terminated with thcficknefs which 
rouzed his fons to arms, his reign may be faid 
to have continued till Aurungzebe mounted the 
throne near Delhi. He held the feeptre of India 
thirty folar years, five months and two da>s; 
and when he was dethroned, he had arrived at 
the fixty-feventh year of his age. 'fhe means by 
which Shaw Jehan obtained the empire of the 
Moguls, were not more juflifiablethaii ihofc whicli 
he fo much blamed in Aurungzebe. He rebelled 
againfl his father, and he permitted his relations to 
be facrificed to his fears. When he had fecured 
'to himfelf the undifturbed pofreffion of the empire, 
he became an excellent and a humane, as well as 
an able prince. During his long reign, we hear of 
no private affaflinations, no public executions, no 
arbitrary iiijudice, no oppreflion. Rebellion, 
which generally rifes from tyranny, was unknown; 

univerf.i! 
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univerfal peace was eftabliflied on the undeviating 
juftice and clemency of the emperor. His go- 
vernment was vigorous without fe verity, impar- 
tial, dignified, and fudden in its determinations. 
He received complaints with well-weighed cauti- 
on ; and never pafTed judgment till both parties 
were heard. His pervading eye travelled to the 
moft diftant corners of his empire. ' He traced 
oppreffion to its moft fecret retreats ; and, though 
a lover of money, no fum could protefl: offenders 
from his juftice. Theft and robbery were, by his 
prudent regulations, eradicated from his extenfive 
empire. The governors of the provinces were 
direded by an edict, to pay out of their private 
fortunes, the ‘Ioffes of the fubjedl: in that way; 
which were afcertained upon oath in a court of 
juftice. The fentence of the judge was a warrant 
for the money upon the Subas, which they were 
forced immediately to pay ; other wife they were, 
upon complaint to the emperor,, turned out of 
their governments, and feverely fined. 

Shaw Jehan was handfome in his perfon, ac- 
tive in all the manly exercifes, affable and agree- 
able in his converfation. He did not, like his 
father, defcend too much from the dignity of a 
prince, nor involve himfelf in ^n obfcure diftance 
and referve. Warm in his conftitution, he loved 
the company of women ; though the charms of 
the daughter of Afiph, the mother of almoft all 
his children, kept poffeffion of his affeflions 
during her life. His learning was fuch as was 
common among the princes of the houfe of Ti- 
mur ; a thorough knowledge of the Arabian and 
Perfian languages, the arts of writing and fpeak- 
ing withelegance and propriety,theftudyof hiftory, 
of the Coran, of the laws and canons of his prede- 
ceffoTs, of the art of government, financiering, 
and of the ancient ufages of the empire. Though 

eclipfed 
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eclipfed by the extraordinary abilities of Moha- a a. 
bet in war, he was agood general, and an excel- 
lent foldier. His reputation was fo high in that ,05s'. 
refpeft, that he not only kept his own dominions 
in peace at home, but even made cxtenfivc con- 
quefts abroad. Rapid in all his mcafures, he 
crufiifcd rebellion before it deferved the name; 
for to fufpetft it in any man, was with him to be 
prepared. A lover of pleafurc, without being 
its flave, he never neglefted buiinefs for fenfua- 
Hty ; and induflry, wealth and commerce flou- 
rifiied under the certain protection and vigilance of 
his government. Had he not fallen in fome meafure 
from the (late of reafon and fenfiblUty, by the rage 
of that cruel diforder which he inherited from his 
father, he might have defeended from the throne 
to his grave, and have crowned his latter days 
with that luftre which had covered his reign. 

But his mind was weakened by difeafe ; and his 
age was devoted to melancholy and mifery. 

Shaw Jehtin was, upon the whole, a great, ‘'tnd 
if we draw a veil over his accedion to the throne, shaw Je- 
a good prince. But we mull aferibehis cruelty in 
a great meafure to necefiity, and the manners of 
his country. Ambition, among the princes of 
the Kail, is joined with the (Ironger paflion of 
fear. Self-prefervation drives them on to defpe- 
rate meafures ; fubmidion will not avail, and they 
mud: owe their lives to their valour. The throne 
ilfelf is no fecurity to the reigning prince, in a 
country where the fuccedion is not fixed by ac- 
knowledged and edablifhed rules. Revolution and 
change prefent themfelves to his imagination ; till 
a(ra(fiiiationftepsin,and effedluallyrelieveslumfrom 
his terrors. Shaw Jehan was not naturally cruel ; 
but he loved his own life better thaii the lives of 
his relations. To murder, or to be murdered, was 
the alternative offered to him by fortune. A 
throne or a grave terminated his profpe6ls on 

either 
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A D. either fide ; and when we confcfs ourfelves fliock- 
1^38- ed at his inhumanity, we lofe half our rage in 
,06^. the necefiity which impofed upon him the meafure. 

' — He made fome amends for his crimes, in the firift 
jullice and clemency of his government ; and Hin- 
doflan was flouriihing and happy, till his own po- 
licy was revived by his fons. 
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KeJIe6Ihjis^Mis/crHn:cs cf Scltman Shef^ — lln 
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—and Lahrc^Aurungzehe retun t—Pr<j>ara^ 
iiont and march of Suja— Appro teh of Aurung- 
zcbc—The battle of Ktdgu.d— Defeat and fight 
cf Stija — Uiiacccuntable eonduPI of the Mardju— 
fits flight— Aurungzebe arrtxcs at AgrU'— ’Writes 
to his father. 


The confinement of tlic emperor, nnil the P* 
feizure of the perfon of Mornd, opened a fair Mic. 
fieJd for the ambition of Aurungztbc. I'o dif- 
guife any longer !iis fcrious defigns on the empire, 
would, from the improbability of the thing, be 
imprudent. lie however covered his love of 
power with profcfiions of ncccifityj and Hill la- 
mented the occafion which had burdened his head 
with a crown. This fpccious condufi, though too 
obvious in its defign to deceive, derived an ad- 
vantage from its modeft appearance} and men 
forgot his deviations from virtue, in the opinion 
that he was afiiamed of his crimes. Plaviiig fub- 
dued the pafllon of vanity before he gave the 

rcii) 
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own exaltation. His humility feemed to encreafe 
upon the thione to fuch a degree, that even thofe 
who could not approve of his ineafures, were at 
a lofs to what they ought t£) afcribe his coridud. 
Averfe to pleafure, and contemning pomp and 
magnificence, the obvious inducements to the 
feizing of the fceptre were wanting to Aurung- 
zebe; but his active mind foundj in its own 
vigour, a kind of right to command mankind. 

Soliman Tile new emperor had fcarce mounted the 
throne near Delhi, .when he was alarmed with in- 
telligence of the march of Soliman, by the ftirts 
of the northern mountains, to join his father Da- 
ra at Lahore. We loft fight. of that prince in 
themidft of his mutinous armv, near Allahabad. 
The principal nobles who had attended him in 
his fuccefsful expedition againft Suja, deferred his 
ftandard at the firft news of his father’s defeat. 
The confinement of Shaw Jehan deprived him of 
move of his followers : but a number, fufficient 
to deferve the name of an army, ftill remained in 
his camp. Though bold and unconcerned in afll- 
on, Soliman was fubjed to political fears. The 
news of repeated misfortunes came daily from 
every quarter. He became perplexed and unde- 
cifive : various expedients prefented themfelves to 
his view, but he could fix on none. His firft 
refolution was to return to Bengal ; but, dubious 
of luccefs againft Suja with a reduced and difpi- 
rited army, he dropt that defign, and gave him- 
felf up again to wavering fchemes. He had none 
to advife him ; and his own mind afforded no 
refource in diftrefs. When intelligence of the 
march of the confederate princes from Agra ar- 
rived in his camp, he thought of furprifing the 
capital, and by releafing his grandfather, to add 
the weight of that monarch’s name to his declin- 
ing 



AURUNGZEBE. 

ing caufc. He dcc.impjJ, !«i! bh c^i! flnr? pre- 
^nllcd. lie diangcd ins cour c, ami dircdlcJ tiis 
rnarch to Lahore. 

Tlie undcoinc mcnforcs of Solini.Tn ucrc 
hno'vn to his troops, inc) bcg.in to dtfpjfe the ' 
authority ot one who enuKI not pt.rre\ ere in any 
plan. All difcipline became >Llj\ctl I he inde- 
pendence of the foldicr rofc with his contempt 
of his general. ReguLnrity was Imt in liccnti- 
ouincfs, contufion, r.npincanil infolcnccprevadeJ; 
and the whole arnty, indead ofobc)ii»g the prmcc, 
placed a merit in their not dcftriing his c.iure. 
'Jhai intrepidity and firmntfs which was ncctirnry 
to the occafion, tm longtr rLtniitud in St)I}nj.Tn. 
His Oandard had been left by thofe whom he 
thought his bed friends, and a im,l.inchol\ didrnd 
prevailed m bis mind. Tocorred thehctnccof 
the foUlicry, was to lofc their fupp rt. lie per- 
mitted them, with a \ain hope of conciliating 
their afTtdions, to ra\agc the country at large. 
But when they had loaded thcnifeb'es with fpoil, 
they deferted in whole fqtndrons, to fccurc their 
w'callh at home, and to aioid the doubtful dunce 
of war. 

Deditute of all authority, the prince moved 
along, fiillcn and filent, at the head of an army 
converted into a mob of binditti. lie iiTued out 
no orders, under a ccrt.aiiu) of their not being 
obe)cd ; and he c\cn looked with indifilrencc on 
the gradual decline in the number of his lollowers, 
Lvery morning prefenicd to his c)cs, at a dillnncc, 
whole fquadrons that had quitted hi» camp in the 
niyht. There only remained at lad four thoufand 
miferable w-rctchcs, wlio had fuffered thcmf‘*Ivcs 
to be robbed of their booty. Fear, and not at- 
tachment, kept thefc round the dandard of So- 
liman. Their rapine had converted the whole 
country into an enemy, and there was no longer 
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ahyfafetyiri defertion. They, hoivever, rhaHced 
their march with ruin, and covered their reat 
with the frnoke of villages, which they had pluh^ 
dered and fet on fire. 

Aurungzebe received certain intelligence of 
the deftruftive route of Solimah through the 
cduritries of Shinwafa and. Muchlis-pour. . He 
detached Fidai Chan with a cohridefable force 
to interrupt his march; Shaiha, \\rho had been 
left in the government of Agra, was ordered 
with troops, by a dilferent route, to prevent the 
efcape of the prince by the road through which 
he had come. He \vas in no condition to cope 
with either of thofe lords. He turned his march 
to the north, and entered the almofl: impervious 
country of Serinagur, where the Ganges itfues 
from the mountains into the plains of India. 
Pirti Singh, the Raja, received the unfortunate 
fugitive with kindnefs and refpeet. He fent his 
own troops to guards the pafies, and permitted 
the forces of Soliman to encamp in his valleys, to 
recover from the fatigues of a tedious march. 
'Aurungzebe, upon receiving advices of the ef- 
cape of the, prince, recalled Fidai to the Impe-. 
rial camp, and ordered Shailla to his govdfrihfent 
of Agfa. • ■ ■ / 

Safe in the hofpitalif^^'of the prince of Serinagur, 
Solimah remained fhutupih afetluded couhtfy.'T’he 
mduhtains, which prdtefied him from the eriemy, 
prevented him from -heafing of the fate of his 
friends. He became anxious and thoughtful, and 
difcovered neither pleafure nor amufemeiit iii thb 
rural fpofts purfued by dthers through the rorriantic 
vallies which formed the dominidns of , the Raja. 
He loved to walk alone j to dive into the thickfefl 
woods ; to mix his'cdm'p'laihts with the mufmuf 
of torrents, which,' falling from a' thdufand 
rocks j filled the whole country with an agreeable 
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noife. One day, as the prince wandered from 
his parly, he entered a narrow valley formed by 
one of the ftreams which fall headlong from the 
impafiable mountains that environ Serinagur. In 
the centre of the valley there flood a mound al- 
mofl covered with trees ; througli the branches 
of which appeared undiflinQIy what feemed an 
Indian paged. The flream, divided into two, fur- 
rounded the mound, and appeared to ha\e worn 
away the foundations of the rock, on which the 
building' flood ; which circumllance rendered it 
inaccefiible on every fide. Soliman, pleafed with 
this romantic feene, rode forward, and found 
that what he had miflaken for. a temple, was a 
houfe of plcafure belonging to the Raja. Thi- 
ther that prince often retired, with a few altend- 
aiits, to enjoy the company of fomc Cadunirian 
women'of exquifite beauty. Some of rhefe were 
walking on the terrace when Soliman approached. 
He was flruck with their perfons j but he inflant- 
ly retired. 

. When he returned to the rcfldence of the Raja, 
he mentioned his adventure to that prince, Ilis cou- 
ntenance w’as fuddtnly overcaft, and he remained 
for feme time filent. . Heat length faid, All my 
dominions have 1 given up to Soliman, yet he has 
intruded upon one little valley which I referved 
for myfdf.” SoVimtiu excufed his conduft by 
his ignorance j but though the Raja pretended, to 
befatisfled, there appeared from that day forward 
a manifed change in his behaviour. ■ He became 
cold and diftant ; and he "was -difeontented and 
agitated when the fugitive prince came before him. 
Jealoufy, however, was mot the caufc of this 
alteration^ Aurungzebe had applied to him, 
through his emifiaries j< and the honour of that 
prince contended with his avarice. Soliman be- 
came uneafy at the doubtful gloom which hung 
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j), on his countenance. He encamped, with his few 
followers, at fome diftance from the Raja’s refi- 
J05I; dence ; and he began to watch narrowly the con- 
w-f — ^ du6t of a prince, whom he ftill called his protec- 
tor and friend. 

irre'^oiuti- When Soliman entered the mountains of Se- 
rinagur, he difpatched a meifenger with the news 
of his misfortunes to his father Dara. That 
prince was encamped, with a ’ confiderable army,' 
on the banks of the Suttuluz. When he receiv- 
ed the letters of his fon, he Ihuthimfelf up in his 
tent, and gave way to melancholy reflexions 'on 
his own misfortunes. The imprifonment of his’ 
father was an event, which, as it was expeXed, did 
not furprize him ; but the defertion of the vic- 
torious army under his fon, was a fevere "ffroke 
to his declining fortunes, fie even had conceived 
hopes from the prefence of Soliman, whofe aXi- 
vity and fame in war might revive the droojpihg 
fpirits of his party. But he was fhut up within 
impervious mountains j and the enemy had oc- 
cupied air the pafles. Dara was left to his own 
refources, and they failed, in the diflreffed fitua- 
tion of his mind. He refleXed on the pad with 
regret ; he looked forward to the future with 
fear. Agitated by various paflions, he could fix 
upon no determined expedient to extricate him- 
felf from his misfortune ; and a panic began to 
feize his troops from the irrefolute undecifivenefs 
of his conduX. 

af Dc'n. Aurungzebe, who had his fpies in the camp of 
Dara, was no ftranger to the fituation of his 
mind, io add to- his panic, he marched from 
Karnal on the fifteenilvof Auguft, and direXed 
his coiirle toward Lahore. Dara, who had re- 
mained irrefolute on the hanks of the Suttuluz, 
decainped,^ upon the new's of the enemy’s ap- 
proach, with precjpiiaiion. The advanced guard 
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of Aurungzebe pafTed the river without oppofi- A. D. 
tion j and Dara fat down uith his army behind 
the Bea, on the road to Lahore, to which city ic6S. 
he himfcif Toon after retired, leaving the troops y~^ 
under the conduft of Dnood Chan, an abie and 
experienced officer. Dara had great refources 
in the provinces behind Lahore, 'rhe governors 
had Hill remained faithful to the old emperor ; 
the revenues of the preceding year had not been 
paid ; and the prince found a confiderable fum in 
the Imperial treafury at Lahore, lie foon raifed 
twenty thoufand horre,and his aftivity had begun 
tochangethe afpeft of hisaiTairs. Buthehad hither- 
to been unfuccefsful : and l\c judged of the future 
by the paft. He was diUtirbed by the news of 
the ajiproach of a part of the army of Aurung- 
z6be, who, having conftrufted a bridge on the 
Suttuluz, were on full march to the Bea. 

Daood, whomDarahad left at the head 0 / the 
troops on the, Bea, had lined the banks with ar-fJom*the 
tiUery, and thrown up entrenchments and rc- Be*, 
doubts, with a firm afiliranceof Hopping the pro- 
grefs of the enemy. The rainy feafon was now 
come on, and he was under no apprehenfions of 
not being able to keep the.encmy lor five months 
at bay. The northern provinces might, in the 
mean time, furnilh Dara with an army of hardy 
fuldiers. Mohabet, who commanded in Cabul, 
was in his intereft ; and he rivalled his predecef-\^ 
for of the fame name in his abilities in war. But, 
the evil genius of Dara prevailed. He fent or- 
ders to Daood to quit his poll. That officer 
was aflonifhed ; he fent a remonftrance againfl: the 
meafure to the prince, and the jealous mind of 
Dara fufpe£ted his fidelity. Vofitive orders were 
fent : Daood reluflantly obeyed. The prince, 
finding himfelf wrong in his fufpicions, re- 
pented of his condud. He flew into a violent 
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pleafed to blot all unworthy fufpicions from his 
mind, he himfelf would undertake to give him 
fufficient lime to colleft a force in the provinces 
beyond the Indus. Dara embraced him with 
tears, and began to retreat. The army, difeou* 
raged at the apparent irrefolutton of their com- 
mander, began to fear for themfelves. Having 
loH: all confidence in the abilities of the prince, 
theyfaw nothing before them but diftrefs to him, 
and ruin to themfelves. They deferred in whole 
fquadrons j and the unfortunate Dara faw his 
numbers hourly diminilhing as he advanced to- 
ward Moultan. The van of the enemy under 
Chan Jehdn hung clofe on the heels of the fugi- 
tive, and his friends throughout the empire gave 
all their hopes to the wind. 

Aurungzebe arriving on the Suttuluz, was in- 
formed of the flight of Data. His apprehenfions 
fVnrn that quarter vanifhed, and be encamped for 
. days on the banks of the river, to refrelh his 
ny. The Maraja, who had given the firft bat- 
to Aurungzebe, near the city of Ugein, think- 
ing the affairs of Uaradefperate, came to the camp 
with a tender of his allegiance. A number of the 
nobility, who had hitherto remained firm to the old 
emperor, haftened to the court of the new, and 
proftrated themfelves at the foot of the throne. 
Aurungzebe received them with unconcern, and 
told them that the feafon of forgivenefs was paft. 
“ When Fortune,” faid he, “ hung doubtful 
over my arms, you either abetted my enemies, 
or waited in fccurity for the decifion of Fate Qon- 
cerning the empire, Thefe,** pointing to his no- 
bles, ferved me in ray difirefs. I reward them, 
with my confidence; but I grant you, in par- 
doning your lives, a greater favour than thofe I 
conferred on them. Neceffity gives me your obe- 
dience ; let your generofity convince me that 
you are fmcere. My ehemies have diffipated the 
D d 3 treafures 
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elephants, horfes, riches, dreffes, and arms ; but a d. 
of his whole fortune, which, to keep up appear- 
ances,had been confifcated, he only returned about ,068* 
fifty thoufand roupees. In ferving the 
faid Aurungzcbe, I have expended your for- 
tune; but you, in ferving it again, may acquire 
another,” Jumla. made no reply,, but feemed fa- 
tisfied with his efcape from the critical fituation in 
which he had beeq plunged byuhe civil war. A 
field foon prefented itfelf to his abilities ; and his 
fortune was amply 'refiored bytl)e unabacing fa- 
vour of his fovereign. ' i 

Intelligence arriving in the ImperialcampthatAurnng- 
Dara had taken the. route of Moulian, Aurung- mafehw 
zebe crofied the Suiiuluz on the. fifth of Septera- tovioui- 
ber. He advanced with rapid, marches toward 
that city, wKhing to put an end to the war in the 
north. Chan'Jehan, who commanded the van- 
guard, arriving in' Moultan,' the’, unfortunate 
prince fled 'toward Bicker, and the mountains be. 
yond the Indus. In vain had it been remonflrat. 
ed to hin^ by his’ followers, that -he ought to 
have taken the routeof Cabul. Mohabet, who had 
been always averfe to Aurungzcbe, was at the head 
■ of a difciplined.army in.cthat province, 'Aids 
i might be drawn from the weftern Taitary ; there 
was even a profpeft of .Perfia^s efpoufing the 
caufe of Dara. - Soldiers of fortune, men adapt- 
ed by their manners and climate i for the field, 

/ would flock to his flandard. But Fortune had 
forfaken Dara, and flie was followed by Pru- 
'dence. Aurungzebc, when he firft heard of the 
c'ourfe of his brother's flight, cried our, in an 
>ccftacyof joy,i‘‘ That the war was at an end.” 

He detached eight thoufand horfe,* under the con- 
duct of Meer'Baba, after the fugitive, and mo v- 
• ed his camp on his return toward Agra, 
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A.D Many caufes concurred in making Aurung- 
zebe anxious to return to Agra. The force left 
1068. in that city was fmall ; and Shaifta, who com- 
manded there, was no great foldier. The troops, 
hS^eturn. though filcnt, had not yet reconciled their minds 
to the force ufed againft the perfon of Morad ; 
and they were, in fome meafure, fhocked at the 
emperor’s breach of faith to a friend as well as a 
brother. Shaw Jelrah, though clofely confined, 
had his emiflaries and friends every where. Whif- 
pers concerning the unworthy ufage of that great 
prince were carried round, and heard with atten- 
tion. Many of the nobles, raifed by his favour, 
refpefted him flill for what he had been ; and the 
empire, in general, which had flourifhed under 
his government,, lamented the cloud which had 
fettled on the latter end of a life of renown. The 
Maraja was flill bis friend. Proud and haughty 
beyond meafure, he could not forget his defeat 
by Aurungzebe, and he was chagrined at the 
cold reception which that prince had lately given 
to his proffered allegiance. Joy Singh, who had 
in a manner betrayed Soliman, thought alfo that 
he was not well, requited for his fervices. Pie 
was flill attached to Shaw Jehan,. whofe open and 
manly behaviour upon every occafion he compared 
: with advantage to the cold duplicity of his fon. . 
Prepara- - Suja, who firfl appeared in arms againfl Dara, 
faw now' a more dangerous enemy in another 
brother. Thelofs which he had fuflained againfl 
Soliman was foon recovered in the rich and po- 
pulous kingdom of Bengal. He faw a new cloud 
forming which was to burfl upon him, and he 
prepared himfelf againfl the florm. He colle6;ed 
an army with his ufual adlivity, and was on the 
point of taking the, route of Agra, to relieve. his 
father from confinement. To deceive Aurung- 
zebe, he had congratulated that prince on his 
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mounting iho throne at Delhi; he owned his A. n. 
title, and only foliciicd for a continuance of his jj?*; 
government over Uengal. The emperor was not loss. 
lobe deceived. He faw the views of mankind iti 
their fituatioti and charaflcr, and took profefliotis 
of fricndfliip from rivals for tucre founds. He 
however had behaved with his ufual civility to 
the meflenger of Suja. He pretended to be ati.xi- 
ous about knowing the (late of his health, and he 
made a minute inquiry concerning his children and 
family. “ As for a new commiHion to my bro. 
ther,” faid he, “ it it at once unnecclTary and 
improper. I myfclf am but my father’s vicege- 
rent in the empire; and I derive my whole 
power from ihofc infirmities which have rctidcr- 
ed THE E.wPERon unfit for the bufmefs of the 
ftalc." This anfwer, though not fatisfaflory, 
amufed Suja, and futnilltcd an opportunity for Au- 
rungzebe to break the power of Dara, and to 
eftablifli his own authority. 

Suja, at length, threw off the malk; from a“fSiiji. 
fubjea to Auiungzcbe, he became his competitor 
for the empire. He begun his match with a nu- 
merous army, accuiloming them to the manom- 
vtcsof the field as he moved. His brother, who 
c.xpcclcd the llorm, was not furprifed at its ap- 
proach. He remained but four days at hloul- 
tan. His fon Mahommed was made governor of 
that province; that of Punjab was confeiredon 
Chillulla. Heoutllrippedhis army in c.\pedition; ' 
and on the twenty-fourth of Oclober he etitered 
Lahore. He arrived at Delhi on the twenty- 
firllof November; and notwithfiandingthe pref- 
fute of his affairs in the fouth, he celebrated his 
birth-day in that city, having etitered the forty., 
firft year of his age. The fplendid and numerous 
appearance of the nobility on that occafion con- 
vinced Autungzebe, who always made judicious 
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A. D. obfervations on the behaviour of mankind, that 
1658. he was firmly eftabliflied on the throne which he 
had ufarped. The nobles mofl remarkable for 
their penetration, were the fir ft to pay their 
refpeQis : they faw the abilities of the reigning 
prince ; they were no ftrangers to the inferiority 
of his brothers ; and they confidered Fortune as 
only another name for Prudence. Daood, who 
had adhered hitherto to Dara, forfook that prince 
when he took, contrary to his advice, the route 
of Bicker. He threw himfelf at the feet of Au- 
rungzebe ; who, knowing his abilities, received 
him with diftindion, and raifed him to the rank 
of fix thoufand horfe. 

Uons of" During the few days which Aurungzebe paffed 
Aurmig. at Delhi, he informed himfelf minutely of the 
•zebe. force and refources of Suja. That prince was 

more formidable than the emperor had imagined. 
To infure fuccefs, he ordered his fon Mahommed 
to join him with the army from Moultan, and he 
refolved to avail himfelf of the great parts of 
Jumla. That lord had been fent, foon after his 
arrival at court, to fettle the affairs of Chandeifh 
and Guzerat, and he was ordered to return with 
fome of the veteran troops ftationed on the fouth- 
ern frontiers of the empire. The emperor, in 
the mean time, having arrived at Agra, rein- 
forced the garrifon of that city under Shaiftaj 
being apprehenfive of an invafion under prince 
Soliman, from the mountains of Serinagur. He 
himfelf took' immediately the field ; and moved 
flowly down the Jumna, in hourly expeffations of 
reinforcements from the north and weft. 
fu’V Suja, in the mean time, with a numerous army, 

, snarch. III full march toward the capital. Fie arrived 

at Allahabad ; and having remained a few days in 
the environs of that place, he renewed his march, 
and encamped his army, in a ftrong pofition, at 
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a place called Kidgwa, about thirty miles from a. d.' 
Allahabad. Diftruftful of the difcipHne of his 
army, he entrenched himfelf, and waited for the to$. 
arrival of Aurungzebe, whom he wiflied to en- 
gage with an advantage which might fupply the 
inferiority of his troops, in point of courage and 
hardinefs. But Aurungzebe fiudioufly proiraft* 
ed the lime. His march was defignedly flow, till 
he was joined by his fon Mahommed with the 
troops of \he north. He then moved forward 
with great expedition ; Mahommed commanding 
the van, confining of five thoufand chofen horfe. 

Suja was aft-onvfhed at this fudden vigour in his 
brother’s meafures j he began to fortify his camp, 
and to make difpofitions for receiving the enemy 
with warmth. 

The prince Mahommed, naturally full of fire, 
exceeded his orders. He preiTed onward with the *“ **“*** 
van, eager for a fight of the enemy ; and when he 
prefented himfelf before Suja, the emperor, with 
the army and artillery, was forty miles in the 
rear. He rode along the lines of the enemy, and, 
with unpardonable rafimefs, feeined to provoke 
them to battle. Suja, however, for what caufe is 
uncertain, took no advantage of bis temerity. 

The prince at length encamped bis finall army » 
and difpatched a meflenger with his> obfervations 
on the pofition and drength of the enemy. Au- 
rungzebe was offended at the rafimefs of his fon. 

He was, however, gentle in his reproof. “ When 
you fhall pofTefs the empire, Alahommed,** faid 
he, “ you muft proteft it with more caution. A 
\ monarch ought to be a general rather than a 
partizan j and few forget foUy in valour.” The 
haughty fpirh of the prince was impatient of 
rebuke. Active, gallant, and fiery, he defpifed 
the flow didajes of prudence; and would rather 

owe 
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A. D. owe his fame to his fword, than, to political 
9- management and addrefs. 

1C69. The Imperial ftandard came in fight on the 
— ■( — thirteenth of January, 1659; and Aurungzebe 
^ebe"Sffer.s encamped his army, leaving an extenfive plain, 
battle. very fit for a battle, between him and the lines of 
Suja. He drew up his army, on the morning of 
the fifteenth, in two lines, advancing his artillery 
fome paces in the fronti About twelve o’clock 
the cannon began to open on both fides. Suja 
had placed his artillery on a rifing ground, and 
his batteries were well ferved. He fcoured 
the enemy’s lines ; and Aurungzebe, who durffc 
not attack the trenches, was obliged to return 
with fome lofs to his camp. Suja took no ad- 
vantage of the retreat of his brother. He re- 
tired within his lines, and imprudently negledted 
to keep polTeflion of the rifing ground on the 
right, from which his artillery had played with 
fuch advantage on the enemy. Meer Jurala, who 
had arrived a few days before from the Decan, 
obferved the negligence of Suja. He reprefented 
the advantage which Fortune had offered to Au- 
rungzebe ; and that prince ordered him to take 
poffeflion of the hill in the night. Before morn- 
ing appeared, Jumla threw up a redoubt on the 
place, and lined it with cannon ; which were co- 
vered with a firong party of fpearmen. 

The battle When day-light appeared, Jumla ordered his 

begin., battery on the hill to open. The tents of Suja 
were in the range of the Ihot ; and the prince 
was obliged immediately to ftrike them, and to 
move his quarters to the left. Aurungzebe, who 
perceived the commotion in the enemy’s camp, 
on account of the unexpected fire from the bat- 
tery, thought this a proper opportunity to make 
a general affault. His army were aiready formed ; 
and he ordered his elephants to advance with all 
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expedition to tread down the entrenchments. A a . d. 
ftrong body of cavalry fuftained the charge. The 
defendants, already in confufion, made but a 1065* 
faint refiftance. The elephants foon levelled the 
entrenchment, and the horfe poured into the 
camp. Flight, confufion, and (laughter prevail- 
ed. Aurungzebe, mounted on a lofty elephant, 
faw the appearance of viclory on every fide. He 
pulhed forward into the centre, to render com- 
plete the advantage which he had already obtain- 
ed. But Fortune took a fudden change ; and 
inevitable ruin feemed to overwhelm him and bis 
affairs. 

The Maraja, Je/Twint Singh, having made his Treachei 
peace with Aurungzebe, had joined that prince 
with his native troops. His defeat at Ugein 
remained (lill frefh in his mind ; and he longed 
to recover the laurels which he had loft in that 
unfortunate field. He had received orders to ad- 
vance with his Rajaputs ; and he even made a 
ihew of attacking the enemy. But when he faw 
the emperor entering their camp, he fuddenly 
turned, and fled with all his forces. The 
Moguls, however, followed not his example, 
Aurungzebe carried forward . on his elephant the 
Imperial ftandard 5 and they were afhamed to 
leave it to the enemy. JefTwint, difappoinled in 
his aim of drawing his party to flight by his 
own, fell fuddenly on the rear of the line. He 
feized upon the baggage ; and put fervants .and 
,women to -the fword, without either difl;in<fti.on 
or mercy. . The noife of the flaughter behind^vvas 
carried to the front, which was engaged with Suja 
in the centre of his camp. ' Some fled to fave 
their wives; and, cowards, wanting only an ex- 
ample, they were followed by thoufarfds. The 
lines began to thin apace ; the attack was fuf- 
, tained 
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tained with lefs vigour ; and the enemy acquired 
courage. 

Aurungzebe exhibited upon the occafion, that 
refolute firmnefs which always rifes above mif- 
fortune. To fly was certain ruin ; to remain, an 
almoft certain death. He fat aloft on his ele- 
phant, in full poffeiTion of his own mind ; and 
he feemed not to know that any difafter had hap- 
pened in the rear. . The enemy, who had been 
tumultuoufly hurrying out of the camp, returned 
with vigour to the charge upon the fudden change 
in the face of affairs. Suja, with an undaunted 
countenance, led the attack, (landing in the 
caftle, upon an enormous elephant. When his 
eye fell upon his brother, he ordered his driver 
to dired the furious animal that way. One of 
the principal officers of Aurungzebe, who was 
alfo mounted on an elephant, perceiving the in- 
tention of Suja, rufhed in before the prince. He 
was overthrown inthe 'firft (liock, but the ele- 
phant of Suja fuffered fo much in the concuffion, 
that the animal flood trembling through every 
joint ; having loft all fenfe of command, and al- 
moft the power of motion. The difappointed 
prince feemed enraged at his fortune ; but the 
elephant of one of his nobles advanced againft 
that of the emperor ; and, in the firft (liock, the 
latter animal fell upon his knees ; and it was 
with great difficulty he recovered hirnfelf. Au- 
rungzebe had one foot out of the caftle, ready to 
aljght.^ The crown of India hovered on the 
refolution of a moment. Meer Jumla was near, 
on horfeback : “ Stop,” faid he, turning fternly 
to Aurungzebe ; “ you defcend from the throne.” 
Ihe emperor, who was now compofed, feemed 
to fmile at the reproof. Whilft the a,nimals con- 
tinued to engage, the markfman, who fat behind 
him, fliot the adverfary^s driver j but the enraged 

elephant 
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elephant continued, notwiiliflanding, to fight, a d. 
AuTungzcbe was now in imminent danger ; when 
he was delivered from deftruftion by the refolu* 106^9/ 
tion of his driver, lie threw himfelt dcxicroufly ^ 

on the neck of the other elephant, and carried 
himofl*; whilll his own place was fupplied by 
one of the oiTicers who fat behind the caRIe. 

Another elephant, irr the mean time, advanced 
againH; Aurungzebe ; but he had the good fortune 
to fiioot tlie driver with his own hand. 

The emperor now found that his own elephant, 
from the many fhocks which he had received, 
was much weakened and dtfpiiitcd. He began ' 

to be afraid that he could not even keep the ani- 
mal in the field. To alight would be equal to 
flight iifelf. 1 he elephant began to turn; and 
Aurungzebe, whofe refolution never failed him 
indefperate fituations, ordered the chains, which 
are aUvdys ready for binding him, to be locked 
round his feet. The emperor remained immove- 
able amidfl the enemy ; a thoufandlhor were aim- 
ed at him, a ihoufand arrows fell into the caflie ; 
but being in complete armour, he remained un- 
hurt. Some of the nobles obferving this daring 
behaviour in their prince, rulhed forward to his 
refeue. They bore all before them in this lafl: 
effort ; and Suja, in the moment of viftorv, was 
beginning to give way. His elephant, difabled by 
tbefirfl fhock, was not to be moved forward. 

Aliverdi, one of his friends, came with a horfe; 
and Suja, in an evil hour, defeended from his 
lofty feat. The fame conduct had ruined Dara. 

The elephant returning to the rear, with an 
empty caftle, the army thought that the prince 
was flain ; and they began tolly on every fide. 

Aurungzebe, who owed his viQory to his own wiio ob- 
intrepidity, was in no condition to purfue the 
enemy. Night was now coming on ; and he lay 

on 
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on the field under arms. During the adion, the 
Maraja had defeated the party left to defend the 
baggage ; and loading camels with the booty, 
fent them off, under an effort. He himfelf ftill 
hovered round the rear. The proximity of the 
Imperial tents to the line, had hitherto proteded 
them from being plundered by the Rajaputs. 
Night coming on, the Maraja advanced; and, 
about an hour after it was dark, fell upon the 
tents of Mahommed, who had remained with his 
father on the field. A few, who defended the 
quarter of the prince, were cut off to a man ; 
and the Rajaputs advanced to the Imperial tents, 
and feized upon every thing valuable within the 
fquare ; putting every one that oppofed them to 
the fword. The night became a ffene of horror, 
confufion, and death. Aurungzebe was not to 
be moved from the field : but he detached a part 
of the army to oppofe the Maraja. When day 
appeared, the troops of Suja were no more to be 
feen ; and the emperor, now convinced of his 
viSory, turned his arms upon the Maraja. That 
prince ftood his ground. A bloody battle en- 
lued. The Rajaputs retreated ; but they carried 
their booty away. 

Suja fled with fo much precipitation in. the 
night, that he left all his tents, equipage, and 
artillery, on the field. His army deferted him ; 
and he even deferted his army. He changed his 
clothes, he threw off every mark of diftindion, 
and hurried forward to Patna like a private man. 
Pie feared no enemy ; but he was afraid of his 
friends. When Tortune had forfaken him, he 
hoped not to retain their faith ; for to deliver him 
to Aurungzebe would not only procure their 
fafety, but advance their intereft. The fun was 
ffarce up, when Aurungzebe detached ten thou- 
fand horfe under his fon Mahommed in purfuit of 

his 
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his brother. The enemy were fo much diHip.ilcd, 
that few were flain. The inilruclions of tlic 
prince were to follow Suja. He arrived at Pat- 
na, and the unfortunate prince fled to Mongeer; 
hoping to derive from walls that fafety which he 
could not command in the field. Ills courage, 
however, forfook him not in his diilrcfs. lie had 
nill rcfourccs in his own acllvc mind; and the 
whole province of Bengal was devoted to his in- 
tered, from the (Irid judicc and mildncfs of his 
government. 

After the flight of the Maraja and the depar- 
ture of Mahommed, the emperor called together^ 
the nobility and principal oflicers of his army. 
He had marked, from his elephant, the particular 
behaviour of each. He punilhed fomc tor cowar- 
dice; others he promoted for valour. His re- 
proofs were drong and pointed ; the praife he be- 
llowed manly and Jud. He, at the fame time, 
made a long Ipccch from the ilironc. Heafliimcd 
no merit to himfelf, he even gave up that of his 
arm^', and attributed Ins fuccefs to Providence. 
He involved Heaven in his quarrel with his bro- 
thers; and made it the partner of his own guilt. 
This religious oration was received wiih burils of 
applaufc. Mankind are in all ages .and nations 
fupetditious ; and the bare profeflion of fanflily 
hides the blacked crimes from their eyes. 
Aurungzcbc, however, did not forget his tempo- 
ral affairs in his devotion. Anxious for the rc- 
du£lion of Bengal, and for an end of the war 
with buja, he detached a large body of horfe 
under Meer Jumla, to reinforce Mahommed, 
whilft he himfelf look the route of the capital. 

The Maraja, in the meantime, with his booty, 
advanced to the walls of Agra.. News of the 
defeat of Aurungzebe had already filled that ca- 
pital with furprize. The appearance of the Ra- 
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i 559- the new emperor began to fhift for themfelves j 
1^69. and grief and joy prevailed, as men were va- 
rioufly affefted to this or the other fide. Shaifta, 
who commanded imthe city, 'was (truck with me- 
lancholy and defpair. lie knew the active part 
which he himfelf had taken for Aurungzebe ; 
and he could expect no favour from the conque- 
rors. He even made attempts againft his own 
life j and feemed indifferent about (hutting the 
gates of the citadel againft Jeffwint Singh. That 
prince, though he fuffered little in the running 
fight with Aurungzebe, was ftill afraid of the 
Imperial armv, which followed clofe on his heels. 
Had he boldly entered the city, taken advantage 
of the panic of Shaifta, and releafed Shaw Jehan, 
Aurungzebe might ftill be ruined. But the for- 
tune ot that prince was ftill greater than his 
abilities. 

Aurungzebe, apprehenfive of fome mifchief 
rfve^s in in Agra, haftened his march to that capital. The 
that city. Q[^y .y;vas now undeceived with regard to the bat- 
tle ; and the Maraja, who had boafted of the de- 
feat of the emperor, began to fly before him. 
He direfted his courfe to his own country ; and, 
though encumbered with fpoil, outftripped his 
purfuers in the march. Aurungzebe entered 
Agra without any pomp. He did not permit 
himfelf to be faluted by the guns of the fort. 
“ It would be improper,’* faid he, “ to triumph 
in the ears of a father,'* over the defeat of his 
fon.” He wrote a letter to Shaw Jehan, enquiring 
concerning his health ; and he excufed himfelf 
fromcoming into his prefence onaccountof th< hur- 
ry of publicaffairs. He flightly mentioned his victo- 
ry, by infmuating thatProvidence,by his hands, had 
fruftrated the defigns of the enemies of the houfe 
of Timur. His father, who was no ftranger to the 

fituation 
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fituation of alTairs, noutcl not tcad the Idler. He a. d. 
gave itback to ihe mclTengcr, andfaid, “ If my jJ/ 9 - 
fon means 10 infulc me, to know it would but add 1 ^), 
to my misfortunes ; if he treats me with afieffioa ' — 
and rcfpcfV, why docs he permit me to languilb 
within thefe walls f” 
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Dara's Jlighi io Bicker — He crops ibc dcjcri — 
Oahu ibe governor of Gtizeral — Marches to- 
ward Agra — Fortifies bimfelf at Ajnierc — De- 
ceived — attacked — and totally defeated by jIu- 
rungzebe — His unbeard-of misfortunes — Difirefs 
in ibe defert — Arrival at Tatta — Throws bim- 
felf under the protedion of fibon — Death of ibe 
Sultana — Throws bimfelf under the Proiedibn of 
jibon — Death of the Sultana — Dara betrayed — 
Carried vuith ignominy through Delhi — Confined 
at Cbi%erahdd — Affajfinaied — Rcjledions. 

13aRA having fled from Moultan, took the 
route of Bicker, beyond the Indus. The Impe- 
rialifls were clofe at his, heels. His army fell off 
Dara flies gradually in his flight. Uis- affairs were defpe- 
iQ Bicker. their attachment gave way to perfonal 

fafety. Four thoufand ftill adhered to tffeir co- 
lours, with which number Dara encamped near 
Bicker, having garrifoned the place, and fub- 
mitted'It to the command of a faithful friend. 
He had fcarce pitched his tents, when the enemy 
came in fight. Though worn-out with fatigue, 
he was obliged to fly. He ■ found boats by acci- 
dent, and croffed the Indus with all his followers. 

On 



On ihe oppofite fliore flood the ftronp fortrefs of a n. 
Sicar. Struck with the hr4rd fite of Dara, the 
governor opened iLegate?. But it was not the jo6(). 
bufmefs of the prince to fliut lumfelf up within 
walls , which at heft could only protrafl: misfor- 
tune. Ke reinforced the garrifon with a part of 
his troops j and left fome valuable eSecls under 
the protection of the governor. 

Difincumbered, he betook hmifeff to the open ^fecflfates 
field, before he had even thought of the quarter to 
■which he fliould direCt his courfe. He wandered 
away in a melancholy mood. His faithful adhe- 
rents, for only thole wliofe attachment to his 
perfon overcame their own fears were now in his 
train, followed filently the path of a mafter 
whom they loved. Having marched a few miles, 
the prince came to the place where the road parted 
into two j the one leading to Tatta, the other 
toward the Perlian province of Choraflan. Start- 
ing from his revene, he flood for fome time ir- 
refolute. On the one fide there was apparent 
ruin j on the other, a certainty of perfonal 
fafety. But glory was blended with difgrace in 
the firfl ; in the latter there was nothing but ob- 
feurity and difhonour. "When he weighed thefe 
things in his mind, the chariots, in which were 
his women, arrived. His perplexity increafed* 

The defart toward Perfia was e.xienfive and un- 
hofpitable ; on the fide of India, his own mif- 
fortunes mufl overwhelm his family. He could 
not decide j and a melancholy filence prevailed ! 
around. 

The favourite Sultana, feeing the undecifive- 
nefs of Dara, at length put an end to his doubts. h^Murfe 
“ Can the firilof the race of Timur,** fliefaid, he- Taita. 
fitate in this moment of difirefs ? There is danger, . 
but there may be alfo a throne on one fide’> but ' 
a frightful folitude, and the cold reception given 
X e 2 to' 
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A. D. to fugitive princes by ftrangers, threaten from 
the other. If Dara cannot decide, I, who am 

1069’. daughter of Purvez, will decide for myfelf. 
This hand (hall prevent me, by death, from difho- 
nour. The defcendant of the immortal Timur 
fhail not grace the haram of the race of Sheick 
Seh!” The features of the prince were at once 
lighted up into a kind of mournful joy. He 
burft into tears ; and, without uttering a word, 
fpurred forward his horfe toward Tatta., He had 
not remained many days in that city, when he 
received advices that a confiderable detachment 
of the enemy was arrived within a few miles of 
the place. He evacuated Tatta, croffed the In- 
dus, and fled toward the capital of Guzerat. 
The enemy laid a bridge of boats over the river 
and were preparing to purfue the fugitive, when 
unexpefted orders arrived for them to repair 
with all expedition to join the Imperial army, in 
full march againfl Suja. 

def^r removal of the Imperial troops procured a 

happy refpite for Dara ; but it was but a tranfient 
gleam of Fortune, who had refolved to continue 
her frowns. The road of the prince lay partly 
through burning fands, deftitute of water ; part- 
ly through abrupt mountains, covered with im- 
pervious woods, the haunts of beafts of prey. 
His people were parched with thirfl: ; his very 
camels died of fatigue. His , unfortunate women 
were jufl expiring for want of water, when the 
prince, who ranged the folitudes far and wide, 
lighted on a fpring. He encamped near it ; and 
having refrelhed his. attendants, arrived next 
day on the borders of the territories of the Raja\ 
Jam and Bahara, which lay contiguous to each 
other in his route. They received him with hofr 
pitality ; but they declined to embrace his caufe. 
They were the natural enemies of the houfe of 

Timur, 
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Timur, who had, often from views of con- 
quefl;, penetrated into' their almoft inacceflible 
country. When perfuaiion failed, Dara endea- 
voured to work upon the pride of jam. He pro- 
pofed an alliance between his fon Sipper Sheko, 
the condant attendant of his misfortunes, and the 
daughter of the Raja. The match did not take 
place. The few Mogul nobles who adhered to 
him, were fo much dilTatished with the propofal, 
on account of its inequality, that it was laid 
afide; and Dara proceeded to Ahmedabad. 

Shaw Naw&z, wliofe two daughters were mar- 
ried to Aurungzebe and Morad, had been left by 
the latter in the government of Guzerat, and kept 
his refidence in Ahmedabad. When Morad was 
feized, AurungzSbe fent a new commillion to 
Shaw Nawaz, which that lord received, and go- 
verned his province in the name of the new em- 
peror. He prepared to oppofe Dara with all his 
forces. The match was unequal, and the prince, 
hemmed in with misfortunes on every fide, began 
to defpair. . He, however, refolved to carry no 
longer round the empire a life obnoxious to mife- 
ry. He advanced with his few attendants j and, 
as the laft refort, wrote a letter to jhe younger 
daughter of Shaw Nawaz, who was the wife ofMo- 
r^d, and had been left with her father when the 
prince marched toward Agra. He recounted his 
own misfortunes *, and compared them with ihofe 
of her hufband. “ The enemy of both is one,*' 
faid he : “ if the memory of the unfortunate 

Morad ftill lives in the breaft of his wife, fire will 
perfuade her father to fevour Dara, who is op- 
preifed by the fame untoward fete P* 

The princefs, who had mourned incefiantly for 
the misfortunes of her lord, whom flie loved to 
difiradion, burfl into a fiood of tears at the 
reception of the letter. She grafped at the 
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fliadow of hope for her hufband’s releafement, 
which was offered by a prince overwhelmed by 
his own bad fortune. She threw herfelf at the 
feet of her father ; her tears fuppreffed her voice ; 
but file looked up to him with that forcible elo- 
quence of eyes, which it is impoffible to 
refift from beauty in difliefs. She placed the let- 
ter of Dara in his hands. He read it with emoti- 
on ; and turned away in filence. She followed 
him on her knees, holding the fkirt of his robe. 
“ Is not my daughter,” faid he, “ already fuffici- 
ently wretched ? Why does file v/ifh to involve 
her father in the irretrievable mifery which has 
overtaken her lord ? But fire will have it fo — and 
prudence mufl give way to pity.” He ordeied 
the gates to be thrown open ; and the princefs, 
in an eeftafy of joy, fent accounts of her fuccefs 
to Dara. 

The prince could fcarce believe his own eyes, 
when he leceived the letter of the wife of Morad. 
Agleam-of hope came in upon his misfortunes. He 
entered Ahmedabad ; and the governor received 
him with the highefl diftinftion and refpedt. He 
gave to the prince about one hundred and twenty 
thoufand pounds in money, together with jewels 
to a great amount, to contribute to raife troops. 
This new life to the affairs of Dara, rendered him 
adlive in his preparations for war. In a few 
weeks he found himfelf at the head of a confider- 
able army. He in the mean time received letters 
from the Maraja, who, with his native troops, 
was on his march with Aurungzebe to attack 
Suja. 1 hat prince acquainted him of his deftgn 
of deferring the new emperor in the adlion ; .and 
we have already feen that he kept his promife. 
He conjured Dara to hafien his march to fupport 
him in his intended defedlion. The advice was 
good j but the evil genius of Dara prevailed. 

He 
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He delayed, lliat he might augment his forces ; A. d. 
and loil the golden opportunity of reftoring his 
adairs by an ad of boldnefs and intrepidity. Su- 1069. 
ja was, in the mean time, defeated ; and Au- 
rungzebe turned liis whole force toward the ilorm 
which was brewing in the Weft. 

The dcferiion of the Maraja had fpread news Marc! es 
of the defeat and death of Aurungzebe to every 
corner of the empire. The agreeable intelligence * 
came to Dira. He indantly marched toward 
Agra, to feizc the capital before the arrival of 
' Suja, whowasfaid to have conquered. In three 
days, the unfortunate prince was undeceived. 

Letters from difi'erent quarters brought him the 
particulars of the adion, and of the complete 
vidory obtained by his greateft foe. He was 
again thrown into perplexity. 'J‘o proceed with 
fo finall a force was imprudent ; to retreat, rui- 
nous to his reputation. lie had built his laib 
hopes on his army j to retire, was to lofc them 
by defertion. Many Europeans were in his camp. 

He had gained them by large, promifes j and they 
naturally loved that impartiality which lie fiicwcd 
indifcriminatcly to men of merit of all nations. 

His artillery was upon the bell fooling; and he w as 
notdefliiute of able engineers. His foldiers, for 
the moil part confiding of the troops of the 
empire llationed on the frontiers, were habituated 
to adion. But they were too few in number ; 
and their leader was defiined for misfortune. 

The Maraja, after plundering the Imperial 
camp, declared his intentions of marching to Gu--do^niimou* 
zerac with the fpoil. Dara halted to take him up 'f'® 
by his way. But the Indian had no ferious in- 
tentions of alTifting cfiedually any branch of the' 
houfe of Timur. An enthufiad in his own reli- 
gion, he confidered all Mabommedans as his na- 
tural enemies, lie abetted none of, the princes 
' ' ' through 
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through choice. He ftudied to add fuel to the 
flame which raged between them, and to derive 
advantage from their diflenfions. He hoped to find 
that freedom and independence in their weaknefs, 
which he could never expert from their favour and 
power. Under the influence of thefe political 
principles, he fludioufly avoided to meet Dara. 
He took the route of Marwar, to lodge his booty 
in his own dominions in fafety. He, however, 
wrote letters to the prince, to advance to his 
borders, where he would join him with a recruit- 
ed army. Dara accordingly marched toward Me- 
irta, at which place he encamped with his forces, 
in daily expedtations of thejundlion of the Maraja, 
who was coliefling his forces at the capital of his 
dominions. 

Aurungzebe was, in the mean time, alarmed at 
the great preparations of the Maraja. He faw 
danger in his defection ; and he had recourfe to 
his ufual art and addrefs. He wrote to him a 
letter.. He acquainted him. That the oppofition, 
given to his fortune at the battle of Ugein, had 
long fihce been blotted out of his memory, as it 
was the refult of the Maraja’s opinion in favour 
of Dara ; that his fubmiflion to his government, 
while yet his brothers were in the field, was a. 
condud which entitled him to favour ; but that 
his late defertion in battle, and his fubfequent at- 
tack upon the Imperial baggage, could not be for- 
got, though it might be forgiven. “ The" love of 
, public .tranquillity, however,” continues Aurung- 
zebe, “ has expelled from my breafl: every wifh 
of revenge. It is • therefore, your intereft, to 
withdraw your foot from the circle of Dara’s mif- 
fprtunes. That you fhould join rny ftandard, I 
neither expefl nor wilh. I cannot trufl: again 
your faith ; and my own force is fuflicient to 
overthrow my enemies. You 'may therefore look 
from your own country, an unconcerned fpefla- 

tor 
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tor of the war; and to reward you for your a. n. 
neutrality, the government of Guzerat fhall be 
added to that of your hereditary doinimons.’* .c4* 

The letter had the intended effeft on the Ma- 
raja. He preferred the proffered advantage to 
the gratitude of Data, whofc fortunes wore fuch 
a doubtful afpeft. lie broke off his correipond- 
ence with that prince, at the very time that lie 
was buoyed up with the hopes of the jun(ffion of a 
great army with his own lorces. A llran »er ro 
the motive of the Hindoo, he fent his fan Sip- 
per Sheko to endeavour to prevail upon him 
lo throw off his inaQivity. The young j>rince 
was j-eccived at his capital with diilindion and 
hofpitality. He was, however, difappoinied in 
hh views. The IVIaraja would give no fatisladory 
anfwer j and the prince returned to his father, 
who was greatly difconcerted by this new mif- 
fortune. He, however, refolved lo hefitatc no 
longer with his fate. He decamped, and march- 
ed ina.dired line for Agra; and arrived at Aj- 
mere, about eight days journey from that capi- 
tal. 

In the neighbourhood of Ajraere, the 
road to the capital paffes between two deep hills, ' ' 
each of which forms the point of an impaffable 
ridge of mountains, which Aretch far into the 
country on both fides, and feparaie the kingdom 
of Guzerat from tile reft of HindoAan. Dara 
halted with his army in this pafs. His high opi- 
nion of the European mode of war, which he 
imbibed from the Englifti, French and Portuguefe 
in his fervice, had rendered that prince fond of en- 
trenchments. He had confidered the appearance of 
fecuriiy, more than the movements of the human - 
mind: for armies often take entrenchments in no 
other light than as a proof of the fuperiority of the 
enemy. He threw up Hues from hill to hill in. 

his 
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A D. his front, and flrengthened them with artillery. 
Aurungzebe, in the mean time, marched with 

1069. an army to dop his progrefs ; and arrived with 

great expedition in the neighbourhood of Ajmere. 

When he came in fight of the entrenchments, he 
ordered his army to encamp ; and he hjmfelf 
rode out to reconnoitre the enemy, 
himreif at Nothing could equal his altonifhment when he 
Ajir.ere. through a fpy-glafs, the pofition of his 

brother. The ftrength of the works was incon- 
ceivable ; indea'd of a common entrenchment 
the piince had fortified himfelf with a drong 
rainpire, defended by badions, a deep ditch and 
a double row of palifadoes, which extended 
■fix miles acrofs a valley. Aurungzebe was per^ 
plexed beyond meafure. He knew not how to 
acl. An aflault was evidently impraHicable ; to 
do nothing would derogate from that high opinion 
which he had already edablifhed in the minds of 
the people. Every day would add to Dara’s in- 
fluence and party ; and mankind, who always 
fide with the unfortunate, tvould attribute to 
ability what was the gift of chance. He called ' 
a council of the nobles. They differed in their 
opinions ; ' much time was fpent- in- argument 
without coming to a decifive meafure. - They at 
lafl agreed upon an expedient. They knew that 
the fpirit of Dara was impatient of infult ; and 
they advifed the emperor to draw out his forces,' 

• and to offer battle. 

Ayrun-- In compliance w'ith the advice ofi his nobles, 
he formed his line on the 23d of March 1659, and 
advanced vvith his artillery within cannon-fhot of 
the camp. Uara continued within his lines ; and 
Aurungzebe began to fortify himfelf under the 
enemy’s fire. He continued the work the whole 
night, and covered his men before day-light ap- 
peared, not with ftanding his brother had fallied 

• ■ thrice 
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thrice during that time. The fun was fcarce a n. 
rifen, when Debere, and fome other nobles, if- 
fued out of the camp, and advanced on full fpced io6g. 
with five thoufand horfe near the lines; hoping, 
by infulting him, to draw Dara from his lines. 

"Ihey paid dear for their temerity. The artille- 
ry of the enemy being well feived, galled the af- 
faiiants fo much, that they retreated in diforder, 
and were glad to fiielter ihemfelves behind their 
own lines. Thefe things remained in this doubt- 
ful filuaiion forfe\eral days. The army of Dara, 
having the country in their rear open, \^e^ein no 
want of provifions ; and were, iherefora, under no 
necefiity of retreating; and it was impofiible, with- 

■ out a long fiege, to overcome their almofi; impreg- 
nable lines. 

Fortune, who never forfook Aurungzebe, re-Hisftrata- 
lieved his anxiety upon this occafion. A petty 
Indian prince, who commanded three thoufand of 
.his native infantry in the Imperial army, inform- 
ed himfelf of a narrow and deep path, by which 
men, accufiomed to climb, might afeend the 
.mountain on the right of Dara’s lines. He com- 
N^unicated his information to the emperor, who 
was overjoyed at the dilcovery. He made laige 
, promifes to the Raja, fiiould he^ain, with a paity, 
the furamit of the mountain, wiihout*^alarming 
the enemy. 'Should he be fo fortunate as to fuc- 
ceed in the attempt, he was ordered to make'a 
fignal to the empeior from that fide of the raoun- 
’ tain which was covered from Dara. When nigfit 
came on, he marched with his troops. Having 
encountered many dilHcuUies, he afeended the 
mountain, and the appointed fignal was ready 
- to bcilhewn by the dawn of day. ‘ 

Aurungzebe never refted his hopes upon the to deceive 
fuccefs of a fingle fcheme. He had, during the 

■ night, planned,the ruin of his brother's affairs, 

by 
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A. n. by a more fatal ftroke of policy than the flrata- 
gem of the Raja. Debere Chan, and the Indian 
1069. prince, Joy Singh, had, at the beginning of the 
' war, adhered with warmth to the interefts of Dara. 
Under the prince Soliman, they had diftinguilhed 
themfelves in the defeat of Suja, and the reduc- 
tion of Bengal. Yielding to the prelTure of the 
times, and to the intrigues of Aurungzebe, they 
deferted, as has been already related, the colours 
of Soliman ; and ruined all the hopes which the 
unfortunate Dara derived from the viftorious ar- 
my under his fon. To thefe chiefs the emperor 
applied with much addrefs. He promifed large- 
ly ; and he mixed threats with . his proffered 
favour. Ke at length prevailed upon them to 
write an infidious letter to Dara, to the following 
purpofe : 

It is not unknown to the emperor,’’ for 
with that title they affected to diftinguiflr Dara, 

“ that Debere and Joy Singh once deemed' it 
their greatefi; glory to be numbered among his 
fervants. With how much fidelity they obeyed 
his orders, they derive a proof from their aftions, 
under the command of the illufirious prince So- 
liman Sheko. So much fatisfied was Dara with 
the conduct of, his faithful fervants, that, in his 
letters, which were prefented to us by the prince, 
he attributed the victory over Suja to our conduct 
and valour- The emperor v/as partial in our fa- 
vour ; but we prefume to hope, we 4£fstved a 
part of his pxaife. When the news of the defeat 
of our prince, and of the imprifonment of the 
king of kings, came to our ears, we thought 
ourfelves alone amidll the viiStorious armies of our - 
foes. What could we do ? Our loyalty remain- 
ed, but neceffity was near. The times left us no 
choice, and we were forced to fubmit.- We have 
ever fmce been dragged along, the unwilling 

Haves 
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flavcs of Aurungzebc. But now Fortune has A. i). 
returned to the throdiold which leads to the pre- 
fence of Dara. 'I’hc acceifion of his faithful 
fcrvaius to liis power, though not nccclfary to 
his affairs, will bring them to a more fpeedy con- 
clufion. When, therefore, daydight fiiall ap- 
pear, let the gate of thecanip be opened to re- 
ceive us; that we may have an opportunity of 
regaining, by our merit, the favour, of which 
we have been deprived by ncccfliiy. foon as 
tbefun fliall arife, we look fur admittance into 
the camp, with all our followers and Iriends.” 

This letter was thrown into the lines, by as«{ecfi, 
horfeman on full fpecd. It was immediately car- 
ried to the ptince ; and with that credulity which 
is inherent in a finccre mind, he implicitly be- 
lieved every thing which the letter contained. 

Shaw Naw.iz in \aiu rcmonllrated to liim, in 
the Rrongeft terms, that there was danger in 
confiding in their finccrity. Dara was alwa)s 
averfe to advice ; and now he was rendered blind 
by the hopes of gaining fuch powerful chiefs to 
his party. He wasobfiinatc ; and determined to 
rifquc all on the faith of men, who had, a 
few months before, betrayed hU Ion. lie gave 
pofitivc orders, that in the niorniiig, that gate of 
the camp which looked toward the enemy fiiould 
be thrown open, to receive the cxpcdlcd fugiiivc?. 

He, at the fame time, ilTucd dircQions to all the 
officers, that care fliould be taken not to fire upon, 
them as they advanced, Shaw Nawaz was high- 
ly diflatisfied ; Mahominca Slicrif, who com- 
manded the forces, was afionifiicd. The orders 
were peremptory, and they mufi: be obc)ed. 

They, however, lefolved to Hand upon their 
guard ; and when morning came, they poficil 
theinfelves, with fcveral fquadrons, without the 

lines; 
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lines ; giving orders, at the fame time, that ail 
the troops in the camp fhould (land to, their arms. 

Aurungz'jbe, who was no ftranger to the cha- 
racl'er of Dara, forefaw that his ilratagem would 
fucceed. He drew up his army before day, be- 
hind his own camp ; being covered by the tents 
from the enemy’s view. The hm was not yet up, ' 
when he ordered Debere to iffue forth from his 
right, and Joy Singh from his left, at ■ the head ' 
of their troops, and to advance on full fpeed to- 
ward the camp. Thefe officers accordingly raflied 
forth; and Aumngzebe, to carry on the deceit,' 
began to fire with his artillery, but with- powder 
only, on the pretended deferter^. Bara, full of' 
expectation, hood on the rampire. When he faw 
the fquadrons advancing, he ordered the gate to 
be thrown open; but Mahommed Sherif, v/hoy 
with a chofea body, flood without the lines, be- ' 
ing {till dubious of the intentions of the fugi- 
tives, ordered them- to flop, till he' fliould be fa- ' 
lisfifcd of their real defigns. 

Debere, who firfl advanced, had no time to - 
deliberate. A pailey would difeover the whole 
to his own men ; he immediately flopt fliort, and ' 
gave the fignal ot attack, by fhooting Sherif, with 
an arrow, through the heart. That officer fell head- 
long to. the ground; and a dreadful flaughter com- 
menced, hand to hand. Debere, unmatched in that 
age for flrengih and perfonal bravery, hewed on 
his way to the gate, which Shaw Dawaz was en- 
deavouring to ihut. But the thing was now im- 
practicable, from, the numbers that crowded into 
the camp. Debere entered, fword in hand ; and 
Shaw Dawaz advanced to oppofe- him. • The 
match was unequal. Debere, who refpedled the 
virtues, the years; the high quality of his adver- 
iary, deflved him to furrender ; and to fear nothing 
irom his fon-iii-law. “ I myfelf,” faid Debere, 

will 
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** wiH intercede for Shaw Nawaz.** The pride A n. 
of the old lord arofe. ** — ^No! DebereChan; — 

I have hitherto defended my life by my valour; i 24 * 
nor fliall 1 purcliafe a few years of decrepid age 
at the e\pence of my former fame.** Debere, at 
the word, ran him through with his fpear. With 
Shaw Nawaz and Sherif, the courage of Dara’s 
army fell. The treacherous Debere was now 
within the camp, with his fquadron, wlio, fired 
with the example of their leader^ made a prodi- 
gious flaughter. Joy Singh followed clofe on 
their heels. 

The emperor, in the mean time, advanced who i? to. 
with his whole line 5 and the party, who had 
gained the fummit of the mountain iji the night, 
liiewed ihemfelves above the camp. The hills 
re.echoed to their fhouts; and they began to roll 
Hones and loofened rocks into the valley. Thefe, 
falling from precipice to precipice, came craflnng 
down on the affrighted army; and they turned 
their eyes from the fwordsof their enemies to this 
new fpecies of danger. An univerfal panic fpread 
overall. Confufioa every where prevailed. Some 
fought, others fled, many Hood in aflonilhmenr, 
without having even the courage to fly. Dara 
mounted his elephant to be feen by his army ; 
but he himfelf fasv nothing around but terror and 
death. He ruflied forward to meet the enemy; 
but he was left alone. He called for Sherif ; that 
chief was already cold in his blood: he wilhed 
for the prefence of Shaw Nawaz, but his dead 
body prefented ilfelf to his eyes. He turned 
back, and gave his foul to defpair. 'Ihe fafety 
of bis women came then acrofs his mind ; he 
haftened with them from the field; vthilft the 
fpoils of his camp kept the enemy from purluing 
his flight. Four thoufand fell on the fide of Dara, 
in this extraordinary aiHion : Aurungz 6 be loll not 

above 
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jn D. above two hundred ; and in that number, no 
officer of diRinftion except Sheich Meer, the 
Tc)r9. captain-general of his forces. 

The grief of Dara for his defeat was great, 
fominesofbnt it was not equal to his aftonifiiment. The. 
Dara. misfortunc, though dreadful, was unexpected, 
and by the fudden ill prevented the fear. It was, , 
however, fucceeded by mifery, and unequalled 
diftrefs. The unfortunate prince fled to the 
capital of Guzerat. But the governor, whom he 
left in the place, fiiut the gates againfl: his lord. 
He fat down in filence, and knew not whither to, 
fly. His friends became his greatefl: enemies. 
Two thoufand Mahrattors ftill adhered to the un- 
happy prince. When they heard of the meflTage 
of the governor, they defpaired of the affairs of 
Dara, and added their own cruelty to his misfor- 
tunes. In a pretence of having large arrears of 
their pay due to them, they fell upon his baggage, 
and plundered it in his prefence. Some calkets. 
of jewels were faved by his women j for even 
in that feafon of licence and diforder, their per- 
fons were facred from barbarity itfelf. This out- 
rage was committed in the night. When day- 
light appeared, the robbers, as if afhamed of- 
their conduCl, fled with their fpoil. A few only 
of the loweft menial fervants remained. Every 
thing was removed from the field. The mifera- 
ble tents, which he had collected in his flight,- 
were carried away ; and nothing was left but a 
few old fcreens of canvafs, which covered the 
Sultana and her female flaves from the public eye. 
The diftrefs of the prince may be imagined, but 
cannot be defer ibed. He walked about in feem- 
ing diftfaCtion ; and the fad complaints of the- 
women from behind their wretched covering,- 
drew tears from the eyes of the few fervants who 
ftill adhered to their unhappy lord. 


The 
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1 he prv.{Ujrc of hU mwfortuncs at length a d 
*i\»a!»tnLJ D m fioin i nitlintholy reverie, m 
which he hui ftra)cii from ihc place where his icig 
camp had dood lie returntd in inanifelt dif-J; — 
order, and feemed to qtieiUoii every one 'vith[jcfc,j*^^‘“ 
Ins e)ej, about the mcj«> of moving to foinc 
pLce of fafeiy. A f^w beifls of burden were 
collcfled bv Ins fervaiits, and (he robbers, who 
Iiad deferied and plundered hii. camp, had left to 
him the two elephants winch he had brought 
from Ajincre. C3n iliefe he placed all the cfleJs 
which had efcaped ilie rtvagesof the Mahraitors ; 
and a few oxen found in a neighbouring field, 
dragged flawly a\ a^ in covered carnage* lus 
women. I he pnnce himfclf, with his Ton Cipper 
Sheko, attended them on horfcback, with an ilU 
mounted reinuc of two or three hundred fer. 

\anij and faithful adheients. IIc turned his face 
to the frightful folitude* m which he had fullered 
fo much uefore* j but the parched defens, which 
(Irctched themfeives from Gu 'crat to die Indus, 
were lefs unholpitable to Dan than a brother’s 
hands. 

Ihe prince foon arrived in the territories oftij great 
Uaja Jam, whofe hofpitality alleviated hisdillrcfs. 

He again applied to that chief for his aid, but he 
avas deaf to the requefi. Dan promifed largely, 
fiiould Fortune again favour lus caufe \ but fhc 
had taken her fiight to return no more. Jam 
was too prudent to throw Im own fate into the 
fcalc of ilie prince I Ic became cold and referved , 
and feemed, by Ins manner, to wifii for the depar- 
ture of his unfortunate gudl. Ilcwasagam forced 
to encounter the hardfinps of the defert. Ihc 
heat of the feafon had added to the natural fteri- 
lity of thefe dreadful fohtudes. Ihere was no 
water to be found, not a blade of grafs to be 
feen. 1 he air feemed, m foinc mcafure, on fire. 

VoL. UI* r f There 
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There was nothing to fhade the defolate travellers 
from the fcorching fun ; excepting when clouds 
of fand, raifed by whirlwinds, covered them with 
a fatal darknefs. The beafts of burden died for 
want of provender ; the very camels perilhed for 
want of water. The favourite elephant, which 
had often carried Dara in all his pomp, was now 
the only ufeful animal that remained ; and even 
he began to fail. To add to the misfortunes of 
the prince, the favourite Sultana, the mother of 
all his children, and whom he tenderly loved, 
was at the point of death. She had been feized 
with hyfterics from the fright of the battle ; and 
had ever fince been fubjefl to violent fits. Death 
cut off gradually his retinue ; at the end of eve- 
ry furlong, he was obliged to pay the lafl: fad 
offices to fome favourite fervant or/friend. 

When he came within fight of Tatta, the ele- 
phant which had carried his family acrofs the de- 
fert, worn out with fatigue and t'hirft, lay down 
and died. The few that remained of his follow- 
ers were fo languid and fpent, that they could not 
crawl to the neighbouring villages for fuccour. 
Dara himfelf was obliged to execute that necef- 
fary fervice. He came to a hind, who kept oxen 
in a field. He mentioned his diftrefs and his 
name; and the clown fled from his prefence. 
He fat down *, having ho ftrength to return to his 
defolate family. Curiofity, however, brought the 
whole village around ; and every eye was full 
of tears. They brought all their beafts of bur- 
den to the place ; and the whole country accom- 
panied him, with fhouts of joy, to Tatta. He, 
however, did not reft long in that city. He 
crofled the Indus, and threw himfelf under the 
proteflion of the petty chiefs of the diftri£t of 
Bicker, and they, touched with compaffion, pro- 
mifed to fupport him with their lives and fortunes. 

The 
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The adlive fplrit of the emperor, was nor, in A. D. 
the mean lime, idle. So long as Dara lives, he 
muft totter on Ins throne. He knew the route 1069. 
which his unfortunate brother had taken ; but 
his troops would not purfuc the fugitive through 
fuch a perilous way. He hoped that the hard* 
(hips’of the defert might prevent him from im- 
bruing his hands in blood ; but Dara mufl pcrlfli ; 
and Aurungzcbc was rcfolvcd to be provided 
againft every event of Fortune. He ordered fome 
troops to march down along the Indus from 
hloultan; and the news of their approach came 
a few days after the arrival of Dara. The gene- 
rous chiefs, who from companion had rcfolved to 
fupport his caufe, being not yet prepared to re- 
ceive the enemy, advifed him to fly into Perfia, 
the frontiers of which were within four days 
march of the place at which he then rcfided. 

He prepared for his flight; but Nadira Bana, 
the favourite Sultana, was dying. Spent with WiL? 
fatigue, overwhelmed with ficknefs, and worn 
out with misfortune, fhe was altogether incapa- 
ble of the journey; and he could not leave her 
behind. She knew Ills Htuation, and requeued 
earnefliy that they fliould move away. “ Death," 
faid Ihe, “ will foon relieve the daughter ofPur- 
vez from her misfortunes ; but let her not add to 
thofe of her lord." She could not prevail upon 
him to march whilft fhe was in fuch a fituation ; 
and he had, befides, placed great hopes in the 
friendihip of Jihon Chan, a neighbouring chief 
of great power. Jihon bad been twice faved 
from death bythe intereflof Dara. ShawJehan,who 
was an enemy to oppreflion, had ordered him to be, 
at two different times, profecuted for murder and 
treafon, before the chiefjuftice of the empire. That 
judge, upon the cleareft proofs, condemned- him 
twice to death ; and, at the lequell of Dara, he 
F f a was 
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D. was pardoned by the emperor, and reftored to his 
eftate which had been confifcated. The prince, 
1^069'. therefore, had reafon to expedl a return of gra- 
titude -, but the obligations were too great for 
the pride of this unprincipled chief, and they 
prefled upon him like injuries, 
but throws The natural perfidy of Jihon was fo notorious, 
that all his friends, with one voice, remonftrated 
Chan. to Dara againfc his defign of throwing himfelf 
on the faith of that chief. The prince, naturally 
obftinate, was now blinded by his fate. He could 
not think of leaving his beloved Nadira in the 
hour of death ; and he refolved to rifque all for 
the melancholy fatisfaQiion of being prefent when 
the faithful companion of his diftrefs expired. 
Some nobles, who had hitherto attended his 
perfon, and who had determined to accompany 
him in his exile to Perfia, feparated themfelves 
from a prince devoted fo ruin. With feventy 
June 21(1 domeftics only, he went to the r.efidence of Jihon; 
and that chief, apprized of his coming, came 
out to meet him, and received him with the 
warmefl; profeflions of friendlhip. He quitted his 
own palace to accommodate the prince ; and no- 
thing was to be feen around but the greatefl: marks 
The Sul hofpitality and profound refpefl:. 
tana dies. ^he diftemper of the Sultana had increafed on 
the road to the refidence of Jihon. She fainted 
away when Ihe was carried into the apartments 
afligned for her reception ; and the prince fat in 
tears by her. fide, during the whole night. In 
the morning fhe expired in his arms. It is on- 
ly now,’* faid Dara, “ I have found that I am 
alone. I was not bereft of all my friends whilft 
Nadira lived. But Ihe has clofed her eyes on the 
misfortunes which are to involve her children and 
lord ; and thus a peculiar happinefs has fucceeded 
to accumulated diftrefs.” He. tore off his mag- 
nificent 
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nificent robe, and threw the Imperial turban on a d. 
the ground: then clothing hhnfelf in a mean 
habit, he lay down by his departed confort on 1069*. 
the bed. In the evening one of his faithful fer- 
vants joined him with hfty horfe. He was over- 
joyed at his arrival, and, ftarting up, took him 
in his arms, and faid, “ My fituation. Gal Ma- 
hommed,’* for that was the officer’s name, “ is 
not without refource. Nadira, having forfaken the 
devoted Dara, has met with a part of that good 
fortune which was due to her virtues. You mull, 
with your fifty horfe, efcort the body to Lahore, 
to the fepulchre of her great ancefiors. Au- 
rungzebe himfelf will not refufe a grave to the 
family of Data.” The body was accordingly 
embalmed j and, being placed in a magnificent 
herfe, was efcorted to Lahore. 

Dara had not remained many days at the He is be. 
refidenceof Jihon, when intelligence was receiv- 
ed, that Chah Jehan, one of the principal ge- 
nerals of his brother, was advancing from Moul- 
ton; and that his van was already arrived in 
the neighbourhood, Dara refolved to make his 
efcape into Perfia. He called his fervants toge- 
ther, and he took leave of Jihon. When he had 
proceeded about a mile on his way, he difcovered 
Jihon coming after him, with about a thoufand 
horfe, on full fpeed. He imagined, that Jihon 
defigned to efcort him with thefe troops to Perfia. 

He rode back by way of doing him honour ; 
and, when he was about addrefling his thanks to 
the treacherous chief, he was fuddenly furrounded 
and difarmed, “ Villain!” faid Dara, “ is it 
for this I twice faved your life fioin the refent- 
ment of my father, when the elephants were 
Handing over you waiting for orders to cruffi you 
to death ? But Juftice will be fatisfied, and 
Jleaven ha? revenged your crimes upon my head.” 

He 
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He ftopt — and, with a fcornful hlence, fubmitted 
his hands to be bound. 

Jihonheard the princewithout making anyreply; 
for what could he fay to vindicate his condud ? He 
ordered the prifoner to be mounted on an elephant, 
and then he fell upon the baggage, to enrich him- 
felf with the fpoil of his benefador. He then haf- 
tened toward Chan Jehan ; and, during the jour- 
ney, notwithftanding the natural unfeelingnefs 
of his mind, he durft not for once come into the 
prefence of the much injured prince. His fate 
being now determined, that anxiety, which had. 
long clouded the countenance of Dara, vaniflied. 
His fon was carried with him on the fame ele- 
phant. Having a talent for poetry, he compofed 
many affeding verfes on his own misfortunes ; 
with the repetition of which he often dre\y tears 
from the eyes of the common foldiers w’ho guard- 
ed his perfon, My name,^’ faid he one day,. 
“ imports that I am in pomp like Darius ; I 
am alfo like that monarch in my fate. The 
friends whom he trufted, were more fatal than 
the fwords of his enemy.” Notwithftanding thefe 
cafual complaints, he maintained his ufual digni- 
ty, and there was even fomething majeftic in his 
grief. It was not the wailings of a woman, but 
the manly afflidions of a great mind. 

When Chan Jehan, who had been apprized of 
the imprifonment of Dara, faw that prince ad- 
vancing, meanly drefled on a fofry elephant, he 
could not bear the fight ; and he hid his tears in 
his tent. He detached a party from his army to 
efcort him, together with the traitor, to Delhi, 
where Aurungzebe at the time kept his court. 
The emperor, though he rejoiced at the news that 
his brother had fallen into' his hands, was full of 
perplexity and indecifion. He called a council 
of his nobles ; and they differed in their opinions ; 
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fome, declaring for fending him by another route a. d. 
to the callle of Gualiar ; fome, that he Ihould Jfs’- 
be carried through the city, to convince man- lolsi’. 
kind that he was fallen for ever. Many advifed 
againft a meafure that might be full of danger 
from the humanity of the people ; a few argued, 
thatfuch conduft would degrade thedignityof the 
family of Timur. Others maintained, to whofe 
opinion the emperor himfelf feemed to lean, that it 
was necelfary he fhould pafs through the capital, to 
atlonilh mankind with the abfolute power and in- 
vincible fortune of Aurungaebe. 

The unfortunate prince, accordingly, accom- Cameil 
panied by his fon, entered Delhi on an elephant. 

This, fays a certain writer, was none of the fine through 
elephants of Ceylon and Pegu, which they were 
wont to ride with golden harnefs, embroidered 
covers, and magnificent canopies, to defend them 
from the fun. No, It was an old animal, dirty 
and lean, with a tattered cover, a pitiful feat, 
and the caille open on all fides to the winds. 

The fplendid ornaments of bis petfon were now 
vanillied, like his good fortune. A dirty drefs 
of coarfe linen fcarce covered his body from the 
weather; and his wretched turban was wrapt 
round with a fcarf made of Calhmire wool. His 
face, which formerly commanded refpeft with 
the maply regularity of its features, was now 
parched and ftirivelled by being long expofed to 
the heat ; and a few ilraggling locks, which ap- 
peared from his turban, prefented a grey colour 
unfuitable to his years. In this wretched fitua- 
tion he entered Delhi ; and, when the mob who 
crowded to the gates knew that it was Data, they 
burlt into loud complaints, and flied a flood of 
tears. The (Ireets were rendered almofl: impafla- 
ble by the number of fpeSators ; the Ihops were 
full of perfons of all ages and degrees. The 

elephant 
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A, o. elephant moved flowly ; and the progreG; he made 
i<5s 9- was marked to thofe who were dillant by the 
^069’. advancing murmur among the people, hfoching 
-was heard around but loud complaints agaiiilc 
Fortune, and curfes on Aurungzebe. But none 
had the boldnefs to offer to refeue the unfortu- 
nate prince, though fiightly guarded. They were 
quite unmanned by their forrovv. 

Confined After wandering over the features of Dara, 
bouri^^^' the eyes of the people fell on his fon. They 
village, oppofed his innocence, his youth, his graceful 
perfon, his hopes and his quality, to the fate 
which impended over his head ; and all were dif- 
folved in grief. The infeftious forrovv ilew over 
the whole city ; even the pooreff people for- 
fook their work, and retired to fecret corners to 
weep. Dara retained his dignity upon this trying 
occafion. He uttered not one word ; but a fet* 
tied melancholy feemed to dwell on his face. The 
unfortunate young prince was ready frequently to 
weep, being foftened by the complaints of the 
people j but' his father checked him with a ftern 
look, and he endeavoured to conceal his tears. 
Dara, having been thus led through the princi- 
pal ftreets of Delhi, was conduced to Chizerabad, 
a village four miles without the walls. He was 
locked up, with his fon, in a mean apartment, in 
which he remained for fome days in hourly expec- 
tation of his death. Here he amufed himfelf 
with writing ihftruaions for his fon Solimanj 
having concealed an ink ftandifh and fome paper 
in one of .the folds of his garment. His anxiety 
to know the intentions of Aurungzebe, fome- 
times broke in upon his melancholy amufements. 
He appeared through the window to the guards ; 
but they knew nothing of what paffed at court. 
He then enquired concerning an old devotee, who 
had formerly lived in a cell near the foot of the 

Imperial 
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Impeiial garden at DelhL One of the foldiers a d. 
knew the old man ; and the prince gave a billet 
to be carried tohinij requeuing fome intelligence. ,o <9 
“ But even he, perhaps,** he faid, with a figh, n../ 
“ may have changed with the current of the 
times.’* 

The traitor Jihon, in the mean time, made his The rrHi- 
appearance at court, to claim the reward of his p’ 
treachery. Aurungzebe dignified him with apeep'e. 
title, and enriched him with prefents. Pafling 
through the city of Delhi, he was pointed out 
to the mob, who, falling upon him near the gate 
which leads to Lahoie, killed feven of his attend- 
ants. He himfelf efcaped ; butlhecoumiy peo- 
ple rofe upon him every where. 1 hey hunted 
him from place to place ; till at length he met 
witli his deferts, and was ilain when he had almofl: 
reached the boundaries of his own gov.einment. 

The zeal of the people, however, proved fatal to 
Dara. The emperor, hearing of the tumult near 
the gate of Lahoie, ordered the chief mogiftrate 
of the city, with his officers, to go to the place, 
and enquire into the caufc of the difiurbance. 

The mob fell upon the judge and his attendants. 

They fled to the palace, and the whole city w'as 
in an uproar. 

Aurungzebe, in dread of a general revolt, cal- Diftmb- 
led a council of his nobles. He had determined 
before to fend his brother to the fortrefs of Gua- 
liar ; but now he was afraid of a refeue by the 
way. The minds of the people were ftrangely 
agitated. Their imprecations againft his cruelty 
reached him in the midft of his guards ; and he 
began, for the firft time, to ffiew fymptoms of 
political fear. He alked the advice of his lords. 

The majority feemed to be for fparing the life of 
Dara ; and for fending him, under a fliong guard, 
fp the ufual prifon of the Imperial family, Au- 
rungzebe, 
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A. D. rungzebe, though not fatisfied, was about to 
’(59- \ie!d to their opinion; when one Hakini, a Per- 
ban by birth, with a defign to' gain the favour of 
the emperor, infixed that Dara fhould be put to 
death, as ,an apoftate from the faith of Mahom- 
med. The emperor pretended to be hartled, and 
faid, “ The thing is determined. I might have 
forgiven injuries done to inyfelf ; but thofe againft 
religion 1 cannot forgive.^’ He immediately or- 
dered a warrant to be iffued to Nazir and Seif, 
two fierce Afgan chiefs, which impowered them 
to take off Dara that very night, 
hatten the Qn the eleventh of September, about mid- 
flight, the unfortunate prince was alarmed with 
the noife of arms coming through the paffage 
which led to his apartment. He ftarted up, and 
knew immediately that his death approached. 
He fcarce had awakened his fon, who lay afleep on 
the carpet at his feet, when the affaffins burft 
open the door. Dara feized a knife, which he 
had concealed to mend the reed with which he 
wrote. He flood in a corner of the room. The 


murderers did not immediately attack him. They 
ordered his fon to remove to the adjoining apart- 
ment ; but he clung round his father’s knees. 
Two of the affaffins feized him, to force him ■ 
away ; when Dara, feeing Nazir (landing at the 
door, begged to be indulged a few moments to 
take leave of his fon. He fell upon his neck, and 
faid, “ My dear fon, this feparation is more af- 
llidling than that between foul and body, which I 
am this moment to fuffer. But fhould he fpare 
you — live. Heaven may preferve you to revenge 
my death ; for his crimes (hall not pafs unpu- 
nifhed. I leave you to the protedlion of God. 
My fon, remember me.” A tear half (larted 
from his eye ; when they were dragging the 
youth to the adjoining room. -He, however, re- 
fumed 
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fumed his wonted dignity and courage. “ I beg A 
one other favour, Nazir !** he faid, “ much 
time has not been loft: by the laft/* He wrote a 1069- 
biller, and defired that it ftiould be delivered to 
Aurungzebe, But he took it back, and tore it, 
faying, “ I have nof been accuftomed to afk 
favours of my enemies. He that murders the 
father can have no compaffiotion thefon.** He 
then raifed up his eyes in filence ; and the aftaflins 
feemedto have forgot their office. 

During this time of dreadful fufpence, the fon, who is nf- 
who lay bound in the next room, iiftened, expeft- 
ing every moment to hear his father’s dying groans. 

The aftaflins, in the mean time, urged on by 
Nazir, feized Dara by the hands and feet, and 
throwing him on the ground, prepared to ftran- 
gle him. Deeming this an infamous death, he, 
with an effort, difincurabered his hand, and flab- 
bed, with his pen.knife, one of the villains to 
the heart. The others, terrified, fled back ; but 
as he was rifing from the floor, they fell upon him 
with their fwords. His fon, hearing the noife, 
though his hands were bound, burll open the 
door, and entered, when the murderers were fe- 
vering his father’s head from his body. Nazir 
had the humanity to pufli back ibe youth into the 
other apartment, till this horrid operation was 
performed. The head of Dara was carried to 
Aurungzebe ; and the unfortunate young prince 
W'as left, during the remaining part of the night, 

(hut up with his father’s body. Next morning 
he was fent privately under a guard, to the caftle 
of Gualiar. 

Thus fell the unhappy Dara Sheko ; a prince 
whofe virtues deferved a better fate. But he was ons 
born to diftrefs ; and his imprudence often aflifted. 
the malignity of his fortune. Though deftitute 
pf the addrefs which is neceflary to gain mankind 

in 
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in general, he was much beloved by his family 
and domeltics ; and he was the darling of his 
father, who was often heard to fay. That all his 
other children were not half fo dear to him as 
Dara. This predilection in his favour was the 
fource of the misfortunes of both. The other 
princes envied the influence of Dara, arid all 
their diflerences with, and every difappointment 
which they experienced from, their father, was 
laid to the account of their brother, who poflefled 
all his confidence and efleem. Dara was certain- 
ly jealous of his brothers, whom he faw invefled 
with too much power in their refpective provinces j 
and his oppofing their meafures at court was the 
natural confequence of his fears. This mutual 
animofity being once kindled, all the princes 
looked forward to the death of their father with 
terror. The feeds of civil war were long fown 
before they appeared ; and the illnefs of the 
emperor was the fignal to begin the charge, from 
the four corners of his dominions. Dara had 
the pofl: of advantage *, but he was not a match 
' in abilities to Aurungzebe. 

Nazir, before day-light appeared, was admit- 
ted into the citadel to the emperor. That prince 
had remained all night in anxious expe£lation. 
Many of the nobles had exprelfed their high dif- 
fatisfaflion at the meafure of putting Dara to 
death ; and he was afraid that the refolution, be- 
fore it took eifedt, might be communicated to 
the people and army. He faw that he was fup- 
ported only by his own abilities and the venality 
of his followers, The unbiafled, by either inte- 
reft or fear, looked with horror on the crimes 
which his ambition had already committed. 
1 hey were difgufted at his cruelty to his father, 
and his injuftice to his brothers, and they, with 
indignation, faw hypocrify, ' and the word kind 
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ofambition> lurking behind profellions of religion a. d. 
and moderation. Nazir, however, relieved him 
of a part of his fears. The head of Dara being 1069. 
disfigured with blood, he ordered it to be thrown 
into a charger of water ; and when he had wiped 
it with his handkerchief, he recognized the fea- 
tures of his brother. He is faid to have exclaim- 
ed, “ Alas, unfortunate man I” and then to 
have filed forae tears. 
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War again/I Suja — He is driven from Mongee r — * 
and Raja-Mdhil — The prince Mahonwied deferts 
to Suja — A mutiny in the army — felled by the 
vifier — Battle of Tanda — Arti/ice of Auritng* 
%ebe — Mahommed leaves Suja — His imprifonment 
and character — Suja driven from Bengal — His 
fight through the mountains of Tipper a — Arrival 
at Arracdn — Perfdy, avarice^ and cruelty of 
the Raja — Misfortunes — refDlutio7i — bravery — ■ 
and murder of Siiju'— -Deplorable fate of bis fa- 
tnily — Refediions. 


A. D. 

i6cg. 

Hig. 

1069. 


Refleai- 
ons. 




1 HE fears of the emperor from the moft for- 
midable of his rivals, were extinguifhed with the 
life of Dara. The filence which accompanies the 
decifions of defpotifm, is an effeOiual prevention 
of tumult and confufion. The people, for fome 
days, were ftrangers to the death of the prince, 
and his p^ior misfortunes had even leflened the 
regret, which his murder might have otherwife 
created in the minds of mankind. Mifery had 
rifen to its height ; and the worfl period it could 
have was in fome degree fortunate. The condufl: 
of the .emperor contributed to obliterate his 
crimes. With an appearance of humanity and 

benevolence 
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benevolence in the common operations oF govern- a. n. 
ment, men are apt to attribute the inllances of '''’‘9 
cruelty which he exhibited, to the neceffity of his 
fituation ; and they forgot the evils done to indi- — - 

viduals, in the general good of the whole. Should 
lelf'prefervation be admitted as an excufe for the 
commiflion of bad aQions, Aurung 2 cbe was not 
without apology. He had gone too fai not to go 
farther (till: he had depofed his father, he had 
excluded his brother from the throne, and a 
flame had been kindled which could be extinguidi- 
ed by nothing but blood. 

During the misfortunes of Darain the weft and prep-ira- 
north, the war was carried on w'irh vigour inl'°"*‘^^ 
Bengal againft Suja. That prince having, after 
the unfortunate battle of Kidgwa, efcaped to 
Mongeer, was active in making preparations for 
the field. Naturally bold and intrepid, misfor- 
tune had no efte£b upon him but to redouble his 
diligence to retrieve it ; and he wanted not re- 
fources in his province for recommencing holTi- 
lities, with an appearance of being able for fome 
time to ward off the hand of Fate, which feemed 
to hang over his head. His firfl: care was to col- 
left the remains of his diflipated army in the 
neighbourhood of Mongeer, which commands 
the pafs into Bengal j and, whilft he was col- 
lefting more troops from the extenfive country in 
his rear, he drew lines from the mountains to the 
Ganges, to ftop the progrefs of the enemy, 

Mahommed, thefonof Aurungzebe, had been jumia 
detached with ten thoufand horfe from the field 
of Kidgwa in purfuit of Suja. The prince was 
foon joined by Jumla the vifier, with a great 
force ; and they proceeded flowly down along the 
banks of the Ganges. The ftrong pofition of 
Suja gave him a manifeft’ advantage ; and Jumla, 
an able and experienced officer, contrived to drive 

him 
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Suja, with lus army, crofling the Ganges, took 
the route of Tanda j and, during the inactivity 
of the Imperiallfts, flrengthened himfelf with 
troops from the Lower BengaL He alfo drew 
from that quarter a great train of artillery, which 
was wrought by Portuguefe and other Europeans, 
who were fettled in that country, Suja, being 
attached to no fyftem of religion, was favourable 
to all. He promifed to build churches for the 
Chrillians, fliould he fucceed in his views on the 
the empire ; and the miffionaries and fathers en- 
tered with zeal into his caufe. The affairs of the 


A 
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prince began to wear a better afpeft. His elTe- 
minate troops acquired confidence from a well- 
ferved artillery; and even Aurungzebe, who 
confided much in the abilities of‘7umIa, was not 
without anxiety. An event happened about this 
time which raifed the hopes of Suja, and added 
to the fears of his brother. 


The prince Mahommed, who, in conjunction riie 
with Jumla, commanded the Imperial army, 
had, before the civil war, conceived a paflion for meet'’"' 
one of the daughters of Suja. Overtures of niar- 
liage had been made and accepted; but the con- 
fummation of the nuptials had been broken off 
by the troubles which difturbed the times. He 
feemed even to have forgot his betrothed wife in 
his activity in the field ; but the princefs, moved 
by the misfortunes of her father, wrote with her 
own hand a very moving lettei to Mahommed. 

She lamented her unhappy fate, in feeing the 
prince whom {he loved, armed againft her father. 

She expreffed her paffion and unfortunate condi- 
tion, in terms 'which found their way to his heart. 

His former sifefiions were rekindled in all their 


fury ; and, in the elevation of his mind, he re- 
folved to deferc his father’s caufe. 
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n. The vifier, upon affairs of fome importance^ 
»^59- was, in the mean lime, at fome diftance from the 
army, which lay at Raja-Mahil. The opportu- 
^ nity was favourable for the late adopted fcheme 
of iVIahommed. He opened the affair to fome 
of his friends : he complained of his father’s ■ 
coldnefs, and even of bis ingratitude, to a fon, 
to whom, as having feized the perfon of Shaw 
Jehan, he owed the empire. He gave many in- 
ilahees of his own fervices ; many of the unjuff 
returns made by Aurungzebe, and concluded by 
declaring his fixed refolution to join Suja. They 
endeavoured to diffuade him from fo ralh an 
a£lion ; but he had taken his. refolution, and he 
wpuld liften to no argument. He allied them, 
Whether they would follow his fortunes ? they 
replied, “ We are the fervants of Mahommed j 
and if the prince will to-night join Suja, he is fo 
much beloved by the army, that the whole will 
go, over to him by the dawn of day.” On thefe 
vague affurances, the prince quitted the camp that 
evening with a fmall retinue. He embarked in 
a boat on the Ganges ; and the troops thought 
that he had only gone bn a party of pleafure. 
jumU Some of the pretended friends of Mahom- 
perplexed, wrote Icttci's, Containing an account of the 
defertion of the prince, to the vifier. That lord 
was ftUick with aftonilhment at the folly and 
madnefs of the deed. He thought it impoffible, 
that, without having fecured the' army, he could 
defert his father’s caufe. He was perplexed with 
anxiety and doubt ; he expedled every moment 
to hear, that the troops were in full march to 
Tanda; and he was afraid to join them, with a 
defign of refloring them to their duty, left he 
flrould be carried prifoner to the enemy. He, 
however, after fome hefitation, refolved to dif- 
cLarge the part of a good officer. He fet out 

exprefs 
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cxprcfs fcr liic omp, v^hcrchc ArrUcilncxi t].iy. 
licftiUnd ihm^s in fhc utmoil confuhotit bui 
not t{i fuch A dcfpcratc luualiou a he hid cx- 
I edeJ. A ^'fc4( |i4ff of chcarnu' tt.is inud'nouf, 
liiid bcppnni::^ ic> plunder itic {ciiti nf iliofc u!io 
eunilnued ni ihclr du{}. 'ihcfclud bihen arms 
in defence of O.eir piopciiy; fu that blcod* 
P.cd tnu.l fnen ha\c entueJ. I he country, on 
cverv bJe of the camp, co**crcd v»lih viihole 
fpiadrotu that ded from the ibine uf ditrcnfioii 
\.htcii had been htudicd. Tumult, Commotion, 
and difordcr icii;ncd every uhcrc uhett the vhkr 
entered the camp. 

'llic appearance of that lard, uho *.vai rc> 
fpeOed fur his Rrcat (puahiicsb) a)), foju Hlcnccd 
the ilurm. lie mounted art elephattt in ilie ecu* 
tre of the camp, and f|mkc alter this manner to 
the army, whocroiulcd tumuhuuully round him : 

Vnu arc tto ilran^cri, my fcno>**>foldicrs, to 
the tlijht ol the prince Mahctnntcd, and to his 
having preferred ilic love of the daughter of Suji 
to his allegiance to hts ibvcrcigii and father, in* 
toNicatcd by tlie fame to which your valour had 
raifed htm, he has long been prcfumpiuuus irt hi> 
hopes. Ambition brought hmt to the edge nt 
ilic prccipncc over which he has been thrown by 
love. Uui in abandoning you, he ha* abandon* 
cdhi*own fortune; and, after the fir(l tranf- 
ports .arc over, regret, and a confciourncrv of fol* 
)y, will only remain, Suja has pciitapa pledged 
his faitlt to fupporc the inlatuatcd prince againit 
his father *, he may hive even promifcd the throne 
of India as a reward for his treachery. Hut how 
can Suja pcrlurut hU promife? We have ftca 
his hollilc iUndards*— but we ha\c ft cn them only 
to be fLi/.ed. Ikngal abounds with men, with 
proviftons, with wcaltli ; but valour is not the 
growth of that foil. 'Ihc armies of aWrungzebe 
G g 3 are 
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A. D. are numerous ; like you they are drawn from 
1^59- the north, and he is himfelf as invincible in the 
fo6^9. held as he is wife and decifive in the cabinet. 

“ But fhould we even fuppofe that For- 
a mutiny which has hitherto been fo favourable to 

Aurungzebe, ihould defert him in another field, 
would Mahoramed reign? Would Suja, expe- 
rienced in the arts of government, and ambitious 
as he is of power, place the fceptre of India in 
the hands of a boy ? Would he fubmit to the 
authority of thefon of a younger brother ; to the . 
tool of his own defigns? The impoflibility is 
glaring and obvious. Return, therefore, my fel- 
low-foldiers, to your duty. You can conquer 
without Mahommed. Fortune has not followed 
him to the enemy. Your valour can command 
her every where. He has embraced his own 
ruin ♦, but why would we ihare in .his adverfe 
fate ? Bengal lies open before you : the enemy 
are juft not totally broken. They are not ob- 
jefts of terror, but of plunder : you may acquire 
wealth without trouble, and glory without toil.” 
in the ar- This fpcech of the vifier had the intended ef- 
feift. Every fpecies of diforder and tumult fub-, 
fided in a moment. The troops defired to be led 
to the enemy j and Jumla did not permit their 
ardor to cool. He immediately began to throw a 
bridge of boats acrofs the river. The work was 
ftniflied in three days j and he paffed the Ganges 
with his whole army. Mahommed, in the mean 
time, having arrived at Tanda, was received 
vvith every mark of refpedb by Suja. The nup- 
tials were celebrated with the utmolt magnificence 
and pomp ; and the feftivity was fcarce over, 
when certain news arrived of the near approach 
of the Imperial army under Jumla. Suja imine- 
diately iffued- out with all his forces from Tanda. 
He pofted himfelf in an advantageous ground, 
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and waited for the enemy, with a determined A. n. 
refolution to rilk all on the ilTuc of a battle. 'i‘P' 

Maliommed, who was naturally full of eonfi- 
denee and boldncls, did not dcfpair of bringing 
over the grcatcll part of the army of Jtimla to Snjj.*’’ 
his own tide, lie creeled his llandard in the 
front of Suja's camp; and when that prince drew 
out his forces in order of battle, he placed him- 
fcif in the centre of the fird line, jiinila, con* 
feious of the fuperiority of his own troops in 
point of valour, was glad to find the enemy in 
the open field. lie lormcd his line, and order- 
ed a column of horfe to fall immediately upon 
Maliommed. That prince vainly fuppofed, when 
the enemy advanced, that they were determined 
to defert Jumla. Hut he was foon convinced of 
bis error by the warmth of their att.ick. lie be- 
haved with his ufual bravery ; but the effeminate 
natives of Bengal were not to be kept to thcii' 
colours. They fled ; and he was carried along 
with their night. The uimofl. efforts of Suja 
proved alfo incflcflual. llis troops gave way on 
all Tides ; and he himfelf was the lalt who quit- 
ted the field. A great flaughtcr was made in the 
purfuit, and Tanda opened her gates to the con- 
quetor. The princes fled to Dacca in the utmoll 
ditlrcfs, leaving the cldcfl fon of Suja dead on 
the field : but Jumla, remaining for fonic time 
in Tanda to fettle the affairs of the now alniofl 
conquered province, gave them fome refpite, 
which they employed in levying a new army. 

The news of the flight of Mahommed arriving 
in the mean time at Delhi, Aurungaebc conclud- Aniiice of 
ed that the whole. army in Bengal had gone over 
to Suja. He immediately marched fiom the capi. 
tal with a great force. He took, with incredi- 
ble expedition, tlieroute .of Bengal. He how- 
ever 
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ever had not advanced far from Delhi, when i:i-> 
telligence of the fuccefs of his arms in the battle 
of Tanda met him on his way, and he forthwith 
returned to the capital. He there had recourfc 
to his ufual policy. He wrote a letter to his fon, as 
if in anfwer to one received ; and he contrived 
matters fo, that it fhould be intercepted by Suja. 
That prince, having perufed the letter,' placed h 
in the hands of Mahommed, who fwore by the 
Prophet that he had never once written to his fa- 
ther fince the battle of Kidgwa. The letter was 
conceived in terms like thefe : 

To our be;loved’ fon .Mahommed, whofehap- 
pinefs and fafety are’ joined with our life. It was 
with regret and.forrow .that we parted w'ith our 
fon, when, his valour became necelfary to carry 
on the war againll Suja. “We hoped,. from the 
love w'e bear to our ; firlt-born, to be gratified foon 
with. his. return ; and that he would .have brought 
the enemy captive to our prefence in the fpace of 
a month, to relieve our mind from anxiety and' 
fear. But feven months palTed away, without the 
completion of;. the, wilhes of Aurungzebe. Jh- 
ftead.bf adhering. to. your duty, M.ahommed,’you- 
betrayed your, father, and threw a blot on .your- 
own fame. The fmiles of a.woman have overcome 
filial piety. Honour is .’forgot in the brightnefs 
of her beauty ; .and He w^ho was deftined to. rule 
the empire of the Moguls, haa himfclf become .a. 
llave. But as Mahommed feems to repent of hisi 
folly, we forget ..his crimes^ Pie- has. called the 
name of God to.- vouch' for hiP fincerity ; and 
our. parental affedion returns..; He has. already: 
our forgiyenefs ;; but the! execution of what he. 
propofes is the only means to regain ouf favour.”: 
- The letter made .an impreffionron the mind of 
Suja, which all the protellations ' of’Mahonimed. 

could 
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could not rcmo\c. Ilcbcctiinc filcnt and dif- n. 
contented. He h.ui au o.fcJion for the prince, \\l^i 
and he wsi tnotc cnu^*cd at hcin^^ difappolnicd 
in the judgment whiclt he had Conued, than 
the fuppofed trcaciicry. Having continued tlircc 
da)am this agitation of mliul, he at b(l fcni for 
the prince. He told him, in the prcfcnce of 
his councit, that after aU the Hrup^ici of aifee* 
tion uitli rufpiciun, the Utter had ptc\ai!cd ; 
that he cmdd no (on^cr hchoU MahomineJ ssith 
an c)cur fricndlhip, thuuM hccscn fnear to his 
innocence m the holy temple of Mecca ; that 
the bond of union and contidcncc uhlcli had 
Utcly fubfided !>c(^<>ccn them uas hrolteit ; and 
that, indcad of a fon md a friciu), he Icheld 
him in the Ji^ht of an enemy. “ It Is there- 
fore nccciTary for the jeaceof boili/' coniittued 
Siija, “ that MJiommcd ()>ouhl deparr, l.ct 
him take away hia wife, whh all the wealth and 
jewels which hflon^ tj her ranh. *lhc trcafurcs 
of Suji arc open, lie may take whatever he jdeafe:. 

Co.— — Auiun,;/cbc IhouM thafd; me for fend- 
in)' away his foil, before he has committed a 
crime.** 

Mahommed, on this fulunn occaHont could ttr ua.r. 
not refrain from tears, lie felt the injulHce 
the reproach; he admired the mat^nanhmhy ofpi.t?. 
Suja ; he pitied his mbioiruncs. })ni his uun 
condition was equally dtploi.iblc. He Uticv.^ 
the dern rl^'nur of his father; who never irulUd 
any man twice. He knew that his dillicuhy of 
forgivln^' was equal to his caution. ’I he prof- 
ped was glootny on either fide. Didrull and 
inifcry were wiiii Suja, ;ind a prlfou was the 
lead puniflnuciu to be cxpctUil from . Aurung- 
^icbc. He tool; leave, the next day, of his fa. 
thcr-in.lavv. That prince prcfcnicd Ins daughter 
with jewels, plate, and money to a great amount; 
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A. D. and the unfortumile pair piirfued their journey to 
the camp of Jumla. 

1069* Mahommed, accompanied by iiis rpoufe tlie 
^ daughter of Suja, moved flowly toward th^ainp 
feue , of junala. His melancholy encieafed as'^e ad- 
vanced ; but whither could he fly ? No part of 
the vafl empire of India was impervious to the 
arms of Aurungzcbe; and he was not pofleflld 
of the means of cfcaping beyond the limits of 
his father’s power. He was even aflramed to 
fhew himfelf among troops whom he had de- 
ferred. Regret fucceeded to folly; and he fcarce 
could reflcdl: with patience on the pafl, though 
the fair caufe of his misfortunes hill kept her 
dominion over his mind- Having approached 
within a few miles of the Iinperialills, he fent 
to announce his arrival to the vifier. h'hat mi- 
nifter hahened to reccive’him with all the ho- 
nouis due to his Tank. A fquadion with drawn 
fwords -formed around his tent ; 'but they were 
his keepers rather than guards. Jumla, the very 
next day, received a packet from court ; which 
contained orders to fend Mahommed, fliould he 
fall into his hands, under a llrbng efcort to 
Delhi. The officer who commanded the party 
was ordered to obey the commands of the prince ; 
but he, at the fame time, -received inflrudlions 
to watch his motions, and to prevent his -efcape. 
When he arrived at Agra, he was confined in 
the citadel, from whence he was foon after fent 
to Gualiar, where he remained a prifoner to his 
death. 

though ' brave and enterprizing 
like his father, was deflitute -of his policy and 
art. Precipitate, full of fire, and inconfiderate, 
lie was more fitted for adling the part of a parti- 
z'an than of a general ; and was theiefore lefs 
adapted for war than for battle. Haughty dn his 

temper. 
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temper, yet enfy in his nJdrcfs ; an enemy to ciu- a. d, 
city, and an abfoluic Aiangcr to fear. lie was 
tl.irini; and adi\c on occailons of danger j but 
he knew his merit, and he was felf-conccitcd — 
and haughty, llcafcribcd to his oun dccihvc 
valour the whole fuccefs of his father, :n:d he 
had been often known to fay, that he placed An* 
tungr'cbc on the tlirone when he might have pof- 
fidoi it liimfelf, Nattirally open and generous, 
he derpifed the duplicity of his fatlicr, and 
difdaiitcd power that tntdl be preferved by 
art. Wis Irce convcifitions up/on liicfe fubjedU 
edranged from him the ntfccliMis of his father, 
who feems to ha’.e confeifed this merit by his 


own feats. Had Mahomtiied accepted thcoiTurof 
Shaw Jehan, whett he feued that prince, he Itad 
courage and nativity fulkcicnt to keep polfcllioii 
of the throne of the Moguls. Hut he ncgicficd 
the golden oppoitunity, and Htewed his love of 
fway, when he was not poflclTcd of any rational 
means to acquire the empire. His misfoiiuncs 
however were greater than his folly. He palled 
feven years in n melancholy prifon at Gualiar, till 
death put aj^criod to his mifery. 

jumia, having fettled the aOairs of the wedcrnSwji 
ncngal, inarched witii his army toward Dacca. 
'SuJ'i was in no condition to meet him in the 
held ; and to attempt to hold out any phicc againfl 
fo great a force, would be to cufurc, by pio- 
trailing, his own fate. Ilis rcfources were now 
gone. ’lie Itad but liille money, and he could 
li.ivcno army. Men forefaw his inevitable ruin, 
and they flmnned his prefence* Jlis appearance 
to the few troops w'ho hud remained near him, 
was even more terrible 'than the fight of an 
enemy. They could not extricate *him from 
misfortune, and they pitied his fate, lie how- 
cever dill 'retained the dignity, of his own foul. 
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A. D. He was always chearful, and full of hopes ; bis 
aftivity prevented the irkfomenefs of thought. 

1070, When the news of the approach of the Impe- 
^ riallfts arrived, he called together his few friends. 
He acquainted them with his refolution of flying 
beyond the limits of an empire, in which he had 
now nothing to expeft but misfortunes ; and he 
alked them. Whether they preferred certain mi- 
fery with their former lord, to an uncertain par- 
don from a new mafter ? 

driven To the feeling and generous, misfortune fer 
from Ben- fi jends. They all declared their refolution 
to follow Suja to whatever part of the world he 
fliould take his flight. With fifteen hundred 
hoife he diredledhis march from Dacca toward 
the frontiers of Afl'am. Jumla was clofe at his 
heels ; but Suja, having crofled the Baramputre, 
which running through the kingdom of Aflam, 
falls into Bengal, entered the mountains of Rang- 
amati. Through almoft impervious woods, over 
abrupt rocks, acrofs deep valleys and headlong 
torrents, he continued his flight toward Arracan, 
Having made a circuit of near five hundred miles 
• through the wijd mountains of Tipppra, he en- 
tered Arracan with a diininifhed retinue. The 
hardfhips which he fuflained in the march were 
forgot in the hofpitality of the prince of the 
country, who received him with the diftindiop 
due to his rank. 

taiiesre- Jumla lofli fight of the fugitive when he en- 

Arracan. tered the mountains beyond the Baramputre. He 
turried his arms againlf Cogebar ,and reduced that 
country, with the neighbouring valleys which in- 
terfefl the hills of Kokapagi. But Suja, though 
beyond the reach of Jumla’s arms, was not be- 
yond his policy. ''Ihe place of his retreat was 
known ; and threatening letters from the vifier, 
whofe fame had palfed the mountains of Arracan, 

raifcd 
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T.iircJ terrors In the minJ of the Rajr. He A D. 
thous’ht hiniArlf unflife m his na:ur.il f.ilincfs; 
and a fudden coolacfi to Suj.i appeared in his be- lo^o. 
haviour. The wealth of his unfortunate guc!l 
came alfo an objecl for his avarice. Nniurallv un. 
;;cncrons, he determined totakcadvania)j;eoi inif- 
foriune; but he miiH da ir with caution, lor 
fear of oppofin^ the current of the public opi- 
nion. lie fent a menace to Suji, icquirin;; him 
10 depart from his doniinions. The iinpullibility 
of the thing was not admtitedns .in c.vrufe. I’mc 
M onfoons raged on the coa.l; the hills bciiind 
were impaffjhle, and covered with Ilorms. 'I’he 
violence of the feafeu joined ilfuc with the unre- 
letiiing fate of Suj.i. I’he unfeeling prince was 
obflinatc. He illucd his commands, bccaufu lie 
knew they could noileobc)cd. Suja fent his fun 
to requeila tefpitc fer a few da)s. lie was ac- 
cordingly indulged with a few days; but they 
only brought accumulated dillrcfs* 

Many of the adherents of the prince had been tiitun- 
iod in lus march ; many, forefcelng Iiis inev liable 
fate, deferted him aficr his arrival at Arrac.in. 

Of fifteen hundred only forty remained ; and 
. tlicfc were .men of feme rank, wlio were refolved 
to die with their ^cncfaflor and lord. The Sul- 
tana, the iivothcr of his children, had been lor 
fume lime dead : liisfecond wife, three daughters, 
and two fons, compofed his family. The few 
. (lays granted by the Uaja were now e.Npircd ; 

,Suja knew of no refourcc. To alk.a longer in- 
dulgence was in vain ; he perceived the intenti- 
ons of the piince of Arracan, and he expelled 
in fdence his fate. A meflage in the mean time 
•came frdm the Kaja, demanding in marriage the 
daughter of Stija. ** My misfortunes,*' faid the 
prince, were not complete, wiihuut this infult. 

-Go tell' your mailer, that the race of Timur, 

- ‘ though 
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a. d. though unfortunate, will never fubmit to difiio- 
j66o. nour. But why does he fearch for a caufe of dif- 
-pute ? His inhumanity and avarice are too ob- 
vious to be covered by any pretence. Let him 
adt an open part ; and his boidnefs will atone for 
a portion of his crime.”- 

diftrefs. The iRaja was highly offended at the haughti- 
nefs' df the anfwer of Suja. Rut the people pi- 
tied the fugitive, and the prince durft not openly 
do an aft of flagrant injuftice. To aflaflinate 
him in private was impoflible, from the vigilance 
of his forty friends. A -.public pretence mufl be 
made to gain the wealth of Siija, and to ap- 
peafe his enemiesiby his death. The: report of a 
confpiracy againfl; the Raja was induftrioufly 
fpread .abroad, it ;was affirmed that Suja had 
formed la defign to mount the throne.of Arracan, 
by aflaffinating its ^monarch. The thing was in 
ritfelf iimprobable. ' How .could a foreigner, with 
forty adherents, hope- to rule a people of a dif- 
ferent religion with themfelves. An account .of the 
circumftances .of fhe intended revolution was art- 
fully propagated. The people dofl: their jrefpeft 
for Suja, inhis .eharafter of an aflaflin. It was 
in vain he -protefled his /innocence;; .men who 
could give credit ;to fuch a -plot, had Too much 
weaknefsito be -maved by argument. 

The .Raja, in ;a ‘.pretended terror, called fud- 
xllTn. deniyitogetherhis. council. He -unfolded to them 
the circumftanGes of.the confpiracy, and he aiked 
theiradvice. They were unanimoufly -of opinion, 
that Suja and his 'followers ihould be ■immedi- 
ately fent away from The country. The Raja 
was difappointed in his expeftations ; he had 
hoped that death Ihould he the punifhment of 
iprojefted murder. But the natural hofpitality 
of the nobles of Arracan prevailed over his views. 
He, however, under the fanftion of the -deter- 
mination 
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inination of his council, rcfolved to execute his a d. 
own dcfigns. The unfortunate prince, with ]iis 
family and his forty friends, were apprifed of his ,0^5, 
intentions. 'Ihey were encamped on a narrow 
plain winch lay between a precipice and a river, 
which, ifluing from /\rrac.in, falls into the coun- 
try of Pegu. At either end of the plain a pafs 
^¥as formed between the rock and the ri^er. 

Suja, with twenty of his men, pofTcflcd himfelf 
of one; and his fonwith the red, flood in the 
other in anus. They faw the Rajahs troops ad- 
vancing; and Suja, with a Anile on his counte- 
nance, addrelTed his few friends : 

“ The battle we are about to fight is unequal ; ni» rcn>. 
but, in our prefent fituation, the iflue mult be'«"®”* 
fortunate. \Ve contend not now for empire ; nor 
even for life, but for honour. Jt is not fitting 
that Suja fiiould die, without having hi^ arms 
in his hands: to fubmit tamely to afiafiination, is 
beneath the dignity of his family and former 
fortune. But your cafe, my friends, is not yet 
fo defperatc. You have no wealth to he feized ; 
Aurungzebe has not placed a price upon ^ your 
heads. Though the Raja is dcAitutc of genero- 
fity ; it Is not in human nature to be wantonly 
cruel. You may efcape with your lives, and 
leave me to my fate, 'I'here is one, however, 
who muft remain with Suja. My fon is involved 
with me in my adverfe fortune; his crime is in 
his blood. To fpare his life, would deprive 
the Raja of half his reward from Aurungzebe 
for procuring my death.” 

His friends were filenl, but they burA into tears, bravexj-. 
They took their poAs, and prepared themfelves to 
receive tvith their fwords the troops of the Raja. 

The unfortunate women remained in their tent, 
in dreadful fufpence; till rouzed by the cla/hing 
of arms, they rulhed forth with dillievelled hair. 

The 



35 ^ 


THE I-nSTORY OF HINDOSTAN^ 


D. The men behaved with that elevated courage' 
ufg.’ '^■^hich is raifed by -misfortune in the extreme. 
1070, I’hey twice repulfed the enemy, who, alraid of 
their fwords, began to gall them with ar- 
rows from a dilhmce. The greatell part of the 
friends of Suja were at length either flain or 
wounded. He himfelf dill flood undaunted, and 
defended the pafs again (I the cowardly troops of 
Arracan. They durfl not approach hand to hand ; 

■ and their miflive weapons flew wide of their aim. 
'jbe officer who commanded the party, fent 
in the mean time fome of his foldiers to the top 
of the .precipice, to roll down hones on the 
prince and his gallant friends. One fell on .the 
fhoulder of Suja ; and he funk down, 'being dun- 
ned with the pain. The enemy took advantage 
of his fall. They ruflred forward, difarmed and 
bound him. 

tmier'ind hurried into a canoe which lay ready 

nmrdcr. on the I'iver. The officer told him, that his or- 
ders were "to fend him down the dream to Pegu. 
Two of his friends threw themfelves into the 
canoe, as they were puffiing it away from the 
bank. The wife and the daughters of Suja, with 
cries which reached heaven, threw themfelves 
headlong into the river. '1 hey were, however, 
brought affiore by the foldiers ; and carried 
away, together, with the fon of Suja, wffio was 
wounded, to the Raja’s palace. The prince, fad 
and defolate, beheld theff didrefs ; and, in his for- 
row, heeded not his own approaching fate. They 
had now rowed to the middle of the dream ; but 
his eyes were turned toward the ffiore. The 
rowers, according to their indruclions from the 
cruel Raja, drew a large plug from the bottom 
of the canoe ; and throwing themfelves into the 
river, were taken up by another canoe which had 
followed them for that purpofe. The canoe was 

indantly 
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inftantly filled with water. The unfortunate A i). 
prince and his two friends betook tlienifelves to 
fvvimming. They followed the other canoe ; but 1C70 
fhe haftened to the fhore. The river was broad ; 
and at laft, ^worn out with fatigue, Suja refigned 
himfelf to death. His two faithful friends at the 
fameinftantdifappeared in the ftream. 

PiaraBani, the favourite, the only wife of Su- Depiora- 
ja, was fo famed for her wit and beauty, that 
many fongs in her praife are ftill fung in Bengal; 

The gracefuHnefs of her perfbn had even become 
proverbial. When the Raja came to wait upon 
her in the haratn, fhe attempted to flab him with 
a dagger which fhe had concealed. She, how- 
ever, was difarmed 5 and perceiving that fhe was 
deftined for the arms of the murderer of her 
lord, in the madnefs of grief, rage and defpair, 
fhe disfigured her beautiful face with her own 
hands j and at laft found with fad difficulty a 
cruel death, by dafhing her head againft a ftone. 

The three daughters of Suja ftill remained ; 
two of them found means by poifon to put an 
end to their grief. The third was married to the 
Raja j but fhe did not long furvive what fhe rec- 
koned an indelible dilgrace on the family of li- 
mur. The fon of Suja, who had defended him- 
felf to the laft, was at length overpowered, bv 
means of ftones rolled down upon him from the 
rock. He was carried to the Raja ; and foon 
after, with his infant brother, fell a victim, by a 
cruel death, to the jealoufy of that prince. 

Such was the melancholy end of Suja, and of ReneflU 
all his family ; a prince not lefs unfortunate than • 
Data, though of better abilities to oppofe his 
fate. He was bold and intrepid in aClion, and 
far from being deftitute of addrefs. His perfonal 
courage was great ; and he was even a Itranger 
to political fear. Had he, at the commencement 

of 
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A. D. the war, been poflefled of troops equal in va- 
1^-60. jour to thofe of his brother, we might probably 
,r7o*. have the misfortunes of Aurungzebe, and' not 
thofe of Suja, to relate. But the effeminate na- 
tives of 'Bengal failed him in all his efforts. 
Perfonal courage in a general, affumes the ap- 
pearance of fear with a cowardly army. When 
Suja prevailed, the merit was his own; when he 
failed, it was the fault of his army. No prince 
was ever more beloved than Suja ; he never did 
a cruel, never an inhumane, adion during his 
life. Misfortune, and even death itfelf, could 
not deprive him of all his friends ; and though 
his fate was not known in Hindoflan for fome 
years after his death, when it was heard, it filled 
every eye with tears. 


AURUNG- 
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AURUNGZEBE. 


C n A p. IV. 


Prudent adminiflraticn cf durun^bc—Ohferjations 
on hix cendud — Hii Lebavkur ti^xard bts fcccnd 
fan — Sclimdn Sbebo betrayed by the Raja of Seri- 
na^ur^HeJh(t-“ii taken-^broayibt to Deihi-^and 
imprifoned'—An embajfyfren Pcijta — SbawAUum 
declared bclr-appannt—A famine — Wife and hu- 
mane conduit cf the emperoT'—War in the Decan— ^ 
‘ Aurun^he fall: ftck—Dijlrailkns at Delhi— ^ 
Intrigues cf Shaw Allum — Recovery of the em- 
peror— He dematAt the daughter of Dara—and 
the Imperial jewels from Shaw Jehdn — but is re- 
fufcd—lUs art to appeafe bts father— Promotions, 


The war with Suja, which was carried on in a d. 
the cxtrenlity of the empire, neither diflurbed »«6o. 
the repofe of Aurunj^zebe, nor diverted his at- ”1,^ 
‘tendon from the civil affairs of the ftatc Im- v— - y“-— 

partial and decifive in his mcafures, he was even 
acknowledged to be a j^ood prince, bythofe who 
recognized not his right to the throne ; and men 
began to wonder,’ how he, who\Vas fo juft, could 
be fo cruel. The people iulfcred little by the 
civil war. The damage done by the marching 
'and counter-marching of armies, was paid 
VoL. III. H h out 
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1070. 


out of the public treafury. An exa6t difcipline 
had been obferved by all parties ; for the rivals 
for the crown of Hindoftan, though in the field 
againfl: one another, could not perfuade them- 
felves that they were in an enemy’s country. The 
prince who prevailed in a province, extended 
not the punilhment of treafon to thofe who fup- 
ported a competitor with their fwords ; and, 
what is fcarce credible, not one man beyond the 
family of Timur, was either aflaffinated in pri- 
vate, or fiain by : the hands of public juftice, 
during a civil war, fo long, fo bloody, and fo va- 
rious in its events. 


Prudent ehiperor accuftomed to bufinefs, in, his 

admini - ' - * : • ^ . ■ ■ . . . . _ ^ • : ■ , 

flration '.long government ot various provinces, was well 
acquainted with the whole detaU of public affairs. 
Nothing was fo . minute as to efcape_ his notice. 
• He; knew that the power and confequence of the 
prince depended upon the profperity and . happi* 
nefs of the people ; and . he , was eyen from’ fel- 
fifh views an .enemy to oppreffion, , and 'an. en^ 
cqurager of. agriculture and commercial ihdiiftry. 
'.He eflablifhed a perfeft fecurity of property^ oyer 
„all his dominions.; ,- The . forms . of juftice were 
made lefs .intricate,., and .rndre ^expeditious than 
under former reigns. ' To' corrupt a judge was 
rendered for the firft time a crime. The fees 


ipaid in the: com ts of judicature .; were afcertained 
;.v. ith accuracy; and,=^ precifibn rj and ,a d.elay in. the 
-execution.-.of juftice, fubjefted, the judge .to the 
■ . ; ' payment .of .the ; Ipls fuftairied, byv the. party , ag-? 
...grieved., ...y .. 

of All- ' The cQurfe of appeals from, inferior to fuperior 
■ courts was, uninterrupted; and freey.. but.yo pre- 
. vent a wanton exertion., of; this.. privilege,, the 
Ta'ppellant was; fevereiy fined, .vyhen his, cornplaint 
againft a judgment was .found, frivolous, and; ill- 
foundedi The:diftributers.of public juftice, when 
' ■■ ", ..' their 



their Ue9recs were reverfed, cou!d not always A D. 
Icreen^ iheinfelvcs under a pretended error in 
judgment. Should the matter appear clear, they tofo. 
were turned out of thetr otficcs, as fwayed by 
partiality or bribery. Aurungzebe, foon after 
his acceflion to the throne, citabiiHied a prece- 
dent of this kind. An appeal came before him 
in the prefcncc of the nobles. The dccifion had 
bwn unjuft. He" font for the judge, and told 
him in public, “ This matter is clear and obvi- 
ous; if you have no abilities to perceive it in 
that light, you arc unfit for your place, as a weak 
man; if you fuffered yourfelf to be overcome by 
prefents, )ou are an unjuft man, and ihcrcfore 
unworthy of your ofiTcc.’* Haying thus repri- 
manded the judge, ^ he divefted hint of his cm- 
plojment, and difmlfTed liiia with ignominy front 
his prefence. ^ i ‘ ' 

But this is the fair fide of thccharafler of Au- 
rungzeb^e. Dark and determined in his policy, MXiu"* 
he broke through every reftrainito accomplifh his 
deilgns. He pointed in a direft line to the goal 
of ambition; and he^ eared not by what means 
he removed whatever bbjeft obftruficd his way. 

He either believed that morality was inconfiftent 
with'the great trad of government; or,heafleJ 
as if he believed it ; and he fometimes defended 
inio a\icious meannefs^ which threw difcredit on . 
bistabilities, as well as'^ppon his honefty. He 
held the cloke of* teligion between his aflions, 
and the vulgar ; and impioufly thanked the Divi- 
nity fur a fuccefs wjiich he oweej to his own 
wi^kednefs. When"" he was murdering and per- 
fecuting his brothers and their fanuUes, he was 
building a magnificent ,mofqueat Delhi, as an 
oncrmg,io God for his^ afiiftancc to him in the 
cljil wars. Heafled as high prieft at the confe- 
craiion of this temple; and made^ a piaftice of 
‘ ‘ H h 2 "" attending 
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attending divine' ferviee there, m the huihbledrefs'.; 

hand: tb ! 

t e Di vimty, he, with the ' other, figned warranty ' 
ror the aiiaffination'of his relations. 

.... .During the -civir wars whiditbnvulledth^'^^^ 

his fecond pire, all remained quiet in the Decan. th'e:'pru-: 
dent management of Mahommed Matizim^' the 
fecond fon of Aurungzebe, prevented the lardy" 
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conquered provinces from ihaldng off the- Mef! 

^ great (hare of his' fatfet^s" 
abilities, exceeded him if poffible in cdolnefs' iniJ’ ' 
felf-denial. He hiiew the ffefn jealoufy' of'th'd' 
emperor and he rather dtfeft'ed'the humility' 'iif '• 
a (lave, than the madly coniidehce of a fonl He ‘ 
was no (Iranger, to,the facility ^ivith whitHiKis' 
father could facrifice every thing to, his owii'T^-'' 

a 'P° “Pon hiHi'ks'ah-ehemy who"" 
more than, in thei liglifdf a" 
^ rr p,woul^ grant indulgences, for ‘errors. 
He knew that the heft means for', prevenliilg"the" ' 
furpicions of-Aurungzgbe,- was’ -to ‘ cdpy,-'h#6wn:' 

^ .‘hve -huiihefsV he was. 'huiM:- 

prefumptiom and' full of devotidri. ' 
deltn™r®u— — 

^^lurking m ^ref ;behirttf1hrd6Scra^ 

was a - Vb^reign 

iealons i I *^^t, 'fo'vereigns.-rriuft bh . 

of then qwnr lha^oVi vi4dy:arf<*P 

fice to '^|r,PprSP lip. Itecdine* a fadrC ' 

intemion p“?h ‘T“ °[ the"; 

derftand -i 

attyntidn:. to/ 

lulled' P ^P-tly/.inia great'iiieafure, 

hef .^^i'P/*? iy^lPWhl :rtii'piaons.bf hS: ‘ 

■h ■ hil P- Hepfaaifed,. 

expences, the ; tecdriom-y and — — 


■frugality 
which 
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which his father loved. In appearance, and even A. D. 
perhaps from conftitution, an enemy to effeminate 
pleafures, without vanity enough for pomp and lojj. 
magnificence, his court fccmed like the cell of a 
hermit, who grudged to others the indulgences 
for which he had no tafle himfelf. All this art, 
however, prevailed not with Auriingzebe to con- 
tinue him in his viceroyfhip of the Cecan. He 
knew, from his own experience, how dangerous 
it is to continue the government of a rich pro- 
vince long in the hands of a prince of abilities. 

He, therefore, recalled Mauzim to court, and 
gave his high oiHce to Shaifia Chan. 

The attention of Au.ungzcbe turned from Eipetttent 
Bengal to another quarter, upon receiving cer-aga*”*^ 
tain intelligence of the flight of Suja to Arracan. 

Soiiman flill remained inclofcd in the mountains 
of Serinagur, under the proteftion of the Raja. 

The emperor did not think, himfelf firmly fixed 
on the throne, whllft any of the family of Dara 
remained out of his hands. He applied through 
Joy Singh, who, from being of the fame religion 
with the Raja, had great influence over him, to 
the prince of Serinagur. He tempted his ava- 
liee, and he wrought upon his fears. The Raja, 
being averfe to be thought difljonourable, hefi- 
taied contrary to the bias of his paffions. He, 
however, connived at an invaflon of his country 
to reconcile his people, by an appearance of ne- 
ceflity, to the delivering up of the prince. The 
troops who entered his country with pretended 
hoftilities, carried to him the price fet upon the 
head of Soiiman. ^ 

The unfortunate youth, being apprized of his 
danger, fled over the frightful mountains which 
feparate Serinagur frqni. Tibet. Three friends 
accompanied him in this impraflicable attempt. 
Thefidesof thefe, mountains arc covered with 

impervious 
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A. D. impervious forefls, the haunts of bealls of prey *, 
on their top dwells a perpetual florm. Rapid ri- 

107*1' vers and impaffable torrents occupy the vallies ; 

•"'Y — except where fome brufhvvood here and there 
hides dangerous and venomous fnakes. It was 
then the rainy feafon ; and mill and darknefs 
covered the defert with additional horror. The 
unhappy fugitives, not daring to trull any guide, 
loft their way. When they thought themfelves 
on the borders of Tibet, they were again- within 
fight of Serinagur. Worn out with fatigue, they 
took ftielter under a rock, where they were dif- 
covered by a fhepherd, who gave, them refrelh- 
ment, but at the fame time informed the Raja of 
what he had feen. That chief fent his fon with 
a party to feize Soliman. The prince was alleep 
when they arrived in fight; but bp was rouzed 
by one of his three friends who kept the watch. 
They took to their arms. The young Raja plied 
them with arrows from a diftance, and two of 
the prince’s companions were llain. He himfelf 
was wounded. He fell under this unequal mode 
of attack ; and was brought bound into the pre- 
fence of the Raja. 

De 1 hr*^^° That prince began to excufe his breach of 
horpitaiity by public neceffity. He diminilhed 
the independence of his own fituation, and mag- j 
nified the power of Aurungzebe. “ d’o feize 
an unlortunate fugitive,” faid Soliman, “ is a 
aime; but it is aggravated by the inful t of mak- 
ing an apology, for what Heaven and mankind 
abhor. Take your reward for my life ; it alle- 
viates the misfortunes of my fituation, that now 
I owe you nothing for the friendlhip which you 
exhibited upon my arrival in your dominions.” 

He turned his ’ eyes. irf filence to the ground; 
and, without a niurmur, permitted himfelf to be 
carried prifoner to Delhi. The emperor affected 

to 
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to be dlfpleafecl, that the unhappy prince had a d. 
fallen into his hands. To leave him at large 
was impofliblc; and even the \^alls of aprU 
fon were not a fulHcicnt fccurity, againft the'— 
dcfigns which the diraffe^cd might form in liis 
favour. He ordered him to be brought into the 
hall of audience, in the prefence of all the nobles; 
even the chief ladies of the Itaram were Indulged 
with a fight of a)oungprincc, as famous for his 
exploits, as for his misfortunes. 

"When he had entered the outcr*gaie of the pa- orougiu 
lace, the chains were llruck ofl* from his feet ; ii>e 
but the fetters of gold were left upon his hands. 

The whole court were Uruck with the fiately 
gracefulnefs of hts perfon ; they were touched 
%yith grief at his melancholy fate. Many of the 
nobles could not refrain from rears; the ladies of 
the haram weeped aloud behind the fcrcens. £>en 
the heart of Aurungzebe began to relent ; and 
a placid anxiety feemed to wander over his face. 

Soliman remained filent, whh his eyes fixed on 
the ground. “ Fear nothing, Soliman Sheko,’* 
faid the emperor; ** I am not cruel, but cauti- 
ous. Your father fell as a man deflitute of all 
religion; but you fliall be treated well.*’ The 
prince bowed his head ; and then raifed his 
hands as high as his fetters would permit, ac- 
cording to the cufiom in the Imperial prcfence. 

He then addrefled himfelf to the emperor, “ If 
my death is necefiary for the fafety of Aurung- 
zebe, let me prefeiitly die, for I am reconciled 
to my fate. But let me not linger in prifoii, 
to languilh away by degrees, by the means of 
draughts, which deprive the mind of reafon, 
when they enfeeble the body.’* Ihis alluded 
to an infufion of poppy, which the imprifoned 
princes were forced to drink in Giialiar. It ema- 
ciated 
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A b. ciated them exceedingly, their flrength and mi- 
Hfg’ derftanding left them by degrees, they became 
1071. torpid and infenfible, till they were at lafl: re- 
lieved by death. The emperor defired him to reft 
fatisfied that no defign was entertained againft his 
life. He was fent that very night to Agra,' and 
foon after ordered to Gualiar, with the prince 
Mahommed, the emperor’s eldeft fon. 

Embaffies The imprifonment of Soliman put an end to 
the fears of Aurungzebe. He found himfelf 
Tartary, firmly feated on the throne ; and mankind were 
unwilling to difturb the tranquillity which they 
enjoyed under his prudent adminiftration. Peace 
prevailed all over the empire. The mod diftant 
and inacceflible provinces became pervious to his 
authority. He extinguilhed party, by retaining 
no appearance of revenge againft thofe who had 
oppofed his elevation. He made friends of his, 
enemies by conferring upon them favours ; and ■ 
he fecured the faith of his friends by repofmg in' 
them his confidence. The neighbouring ftates, 
who had remained unconcerned fpedators of the 
civil wars, acknowledged the right which Au- 
rungzebe had acquired by his fortune and ad- 
drefs. An ambalfador arrived from Shaw Abas' 
•the Second of Perfia, to felicitate him on his ac- 
cefiion to the throne ; and he was followed by 
another from Suja king of the weftern Tartary. 
The emperor’s pride was flattered by the acquief- 
cence of thefe two powerful monarchs, in' his 
title to the crown. He received their reprefenta- 
tives with unafual pomp ; and at the fame time 
that he gratified the princes with magnificent 
prefents, he enriched the ambafladors with very 
confiderable fums of money. 

lurn'^de-’ The folly of the prince Mahommed had to- 
of St eftranged from him the a'fledlions of his 

empire. father : his obftinacy and daring difpofition had 

rendered 
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rendered him an obje£i of terror to the provident a. p. 
mind of Aurungzcbe. That monarch had re- 
folved to keep him always a clofe prifoner in 107V 
Gualiar: he, however, allovvcd him ahoufehold, 
and the company of women. '1 his humane treat- 
ment had raifed the hopes of the prince of being 
fpeedily releafed. He wrote to bis father peni- 
tential letters ; but they produced no an^ver. 
Mahommed, in the vigour of his own mind, had 
a crime which could not be forgiven. Mauzini, 
the fecond Ton, took advantage of his brother’s 
misfortune. He redoubled his attention to his 
father’s orders ; and Teemed to obey with fo much 
humility, that he eradicated all fears of wilhing 
to command from his fufpicious mind. To cut 
off thehopes of Mahommed, as well as to fccure 
the affeftions of Mauzim, the latter was publicly 
declared heir of theempire, and his name chang- 
ed to that of Shaw Allum, or, King ot the 
World. A fon wasfaon after born to that piince; 
anti his birth was celebrated with uncommon 
fplendour and fciliviiy. 

In the midft of this public joy, the news of a Adreadfui 
dreadful calaniity was received at court. A pro- f-*™'"** 
digious famine, occafioned by the uncommon 
drought of the feafon which burnt up the harved, 
prevailed in different parts of India Ihe empe- 
ror exerted bimfelf witli a humanity unfuitable 
to his behaviour toward his own family, to allevi- 
ate the dillrefs of his fubjeds. lie remitted the 
taxes that were due; he employed thofe already 
colIeSed in the purchafe of corn, which wa<5 
didributed among the poorer fort. He even ex- 
pended immenfe Turns out of theireafury, in con- 
veying grain by land as well as by water into 
the interior provinces, from Bengal and the 
countries which lie on the five branches of the 
Indus, as having fuffereJ Jefs on account of the 

great 
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great rivers by which they are watered. The grain 
fo conveyed was purchafed, at any price, with 
the public money ; and it w'as re-fold at a very 
moderate rate. The poorer fort were fupplied, 
at fixed places, with a certain quantity, without 
any confideration whatever. The activity of the 
emperor, and his wife regulations, carried relief 
through every corner of his dominions. Whole 
provinces were delivered from impending deftruc- 
tion ; and many millions of lives were faved. 

This humane attention to the fafety of his fub- 
je£ts obliterated from their minds all objections to 
his former conduCt. He even began to be virtu- 
ous. The ambition which made him wade through 
blood to the throne, inclined him to the purfuit 
of fame, which can only be acquired by virtue. 

‘‘ No man,’’ obferves a Perfian author, “ is a 
tyrant for the fake of evil. Paffion perverts the 
judgment, a wrong judgment begets oppofition, 
and oppofition is the caufe of cruelty, bloodfhed, 
and civil war. When all oppofition is conquered, 
thefword of vengeance is fheathed, and the de- 
flroyer of mankind becomes the guardian of the 
human fpecies.” Such are the reflections of a^ 
wjrit.er, who publifhed'the hiflory of Aurungzebe 
in, the heart of his court; and that they w'erejuft, 
appears from his having the boldnefs to make 
them. To alleviate the calamity' which had fal- 
len on the people, was the principal, if not the 
fofe, bufmefs pf the emperor during the third year , 
of his reign. iV favourable feafon fucceeded to 
his care ; and the empire fopn wore its former 
face of profperity. 

In the month of September of the year i65i, 
the news of the breaking out of a war on the 
frontiers of the Decan, was brought to Aurung- 
zebe. The Imperial governor, Shaifta Chan, ir- 
ritated at the depredatory incurfioiis of the fubjeCts 
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of Sewaji, prince of Cokin, or Concan, on the A. D. 
coafl of Malabar,. led an army into his country. 

Sewaji, unable to cope with the Imperialifts in 1072. 
the field, retired into the heart of his dominions 
to levy troops; and. left his frontier towns ex- 
pofed. They fell, one by one, before the power 
of Shaifia, and that lord at length fat down be- 
fore Chagna, one of the principal places, both 
for confequence and ftrength, in the province of 
Cokin. It was fuuatcd on a high rock, fieep 
and ihacceflible on e\ery fide. 'Ihc utmoll ef- 
forts of Shaifia were baffled. He had made 
breaches in the parapet, on the edge of the rock, 
but he could not afeend with an afifault. When 
he attempted to apply fcaling ladders, the be- 
fieged rolled down huge Hones upon him, and 
crufhed whole fquadrons of his troops. To raife 
the fiege, would bring difgrace ; to take the place, 
feemed now impoffible. 

Shaida, in the mean time, fell upon an inge-co^taof 
nious contrivance, which produced the defired M&t.tbar. 
elfe^b. A hill rofe, at fume difiance from the 
fort ; from the top of which, every thing which 
pafled within the walls could be feen through a 
fpy.glafs. The captain-general fiood frequently 
on ibis hill to reconnoitre the place. He obferved 
that, at a certain* hour every day, the garrifon 
was fupplled with ammunition from a magazine in 
the center of the fort. He had no morursin his 
train ; it having been found impoffible to carry 
them acrofs the immenfe ridge of mountains which 
feparate the Decan from Malabar. He, how- 
ever, fell upon an’efieftual e:cpedient. The wind 
blowing frefli from the hill upon the town, he let 
fly a paper-kite, which concealed a blind match, 
at the very inftant that the garrifon was fupplyr 
ing themfelves with powder from the magazine. 

He permitted it to drop in the midft ; by an 

accident 
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A. n. accident the match fell upon fome powder which 
to be ftrewed around. The fire com- 
with the magazine ; and the whole 
v-— < — went off with a dreadful explofion, which fhook 
the country, threw down the greateft part of 
the fort, and buried the mofl: of the garrifon in 
the ruins. The Moguls afcended in the confufion ; 
and thofe who had efcaped the fhock, fell by the 
fword. 

The Ma- The emperor was fo much pleafed with the 
expedition of Shaifta into Malabar, that he re- 
folved to reinforce him to complete the conquefl: 
of Cokin. The Maraja, who, for his defertion 
of Dara, had been placed in the government of 
Guzerat,- was ordered to march to join Shaifla 
with twenty thoufand horfe. That prince, fond 
of the adlivity and tumult of expedition, obeyed 
the Imperial mandate without hefuation. He 
arrived in the camp before the news of his 
march had reached the captain-general. Being 
naturally haughty and violent, he difapproved of 
Shaifla’s mode of carrying on the war. He pre- 
tended that he was fent to affift him with his 
counfel as well as with his arms j and that he 
was refolved, if he did not alter his plan, to 
complete the conquefl of Cokin with his own 
troops. Shaifla would relinquifh no part of his 
power. He commanded him, upon his allegiance, 
to obey. The Maraja was provoked beyond mea- 
fure, at a treatment fo .humiliating to his pride. 
He thwarted privately the meafures of the cap- 
tain-general ; and that lord began to exercife over 
him all the rigour of authority. 

forcJthe Maraja, whofe honour was not proof 

army. againfl his more violent paffions, formed a plot 
againfl Shaifta’s life. The nobles of the firfl 
rank are permitted, by the patent of their crea- 
tion, to have, among their other marks of dignity, 

■■ - a band 


happened 
1072'. municated 
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a band of mufic, confiding of drums, fifes, a d. 
trumpets^ cymbals, and other warlike indruments. 

Thefe have an apartment over the gates of their 
palaces in cities, in the camp a tent near that of ' — % — ^ 
their lord is afiigntd to them j where they relieve 
one another, and play, when not prohibited, night 
and day. The Maraja,. under a pretence that 
the captain.general was much pleafed with their 
mufic, lent them one night a prefent of five 
hundred rnupees, in their mafter’s namO ; and'' 
commanded them to continue to play till ne.\t 
morning. They accordingly firuck up after 
fupper ; and made a prodigious noife. Sbaifia, 
not averfe to mufic, took no notice of this un- 
common attention in his band. 

When the camp became filent toward midnight, 
the Maraja, who, having. a corrcfpondcnce with ^ ‘ 
Sewaji, had admitted a final! party of the enemy 
into the camp, ordered them to deal, unper- 
ceivetr, into the quarter of the captaln>general. 

Ihey, accordingly, pafTcd the guards, and, cut- 
ting their way ^through the Jereens which fur- 
rounded the tents of Sbaida,^ entered that in 
which he dept. Theyfearched in the dark for his 
bed. He awakened. Alarmed at thtir whifper- 
ing, he» darted and feized a lance, which was 
the fird weapon that met hfs hand. He, at that 
indant, received a blow^ with a fword, which cut 
off three of his fingers, and obliged him to drop 
the lance. He called out aloud to the guards; 
but the noife of the mufic drowned his voice. 

I-je groped for the'weapon ; and with it defended 
his head from their fwords. His Ton, who dept 
iii the next tent; alarmed by the noife,, ruflied m 
with a lighted torch in his hand. , The father and 
fon fell then upon thcf afiaffins. J\lurdercrs are j 
afways cowards. Th^^fied ; but the fon of Shaida | 
expired of ihe"wounds*which h*e recei\cd in thej 

confiid ;J 
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conflift ; and the father himfelf recovered with 
much difficulty* 

The Maraja, in the mean time, came, in 
feeming conilernation, to the quarter of the 
general. He lamented the accident ; and con- 
defcended to take the command of the army till 
he fhould recover. The officers fufpedled the 
prince of the affaffination ; but he had cut off 
the channels which could cai:ry home a proof. 
Silence prevailed over the camp ; and, though 
Shaifta was not flain, the Maraja poffeffed every 
advantage which he had expeded from the mur- 
der. Aurungzebe, from his perfect knowledge 
of the difpofuion of the Maraja, was fatisfied of 
his guilt. ' It would not, however, be either 
prudent or effe£tual to order him to appear to 
anfwer for his crimes in the prefence : he knew 
that his boldnefs was equal to his wickedpefs. 
He, therefore, fuppreffed his refentment ; and 
drew a veil on his defigns, to lull the prince 
into fecurity. He affeded to lament the 'acci- 
dent which had befallen to his general j but he, 
rejoiced that the management of the war had 
come into fuch able hands. . ‘ 

Whemthe affairs of Aurungzebe wore the moft 
promifing afpeft, he was near ldfmg,'by his own 
death, the empire which he had acquired by the 
murder of his relations. On.the twenty-fifth of 
May, he fell into a fever. His diflemper was fo vio- 
lent, that he was almoft deprived of his reafdn. His’ 
tongue was fejzed with a palfy 'j he loff his fpeech; 
and all delpaired of his recovery. The people 
were lilent ; and looked forward for a fudderi . 
revolution. Intrigues for the empire commenc-'i 
ed. The lords met in private iri their palaces ^ 
the court, the har'am, were full of fchemes. ' 
It was already whifpered abroad, that he was ac- ^ 
tuaily dead. Some regrdtted‘him‘ as an able prince, ‘ 

forhe‘ 
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forae as a great general; many were of opinion, A.D. 
that Heaven had interfered in punifliing his in- 
juftice to his relations. His filler the princefs jo? 4*. 
Roihinara, who had poflelTed his confidence, was 
thought to conceal his death till her own plans 
for the fuccefiion of his younger fon to the throne 
fhould be ripe for execution. 

Uncertain and improbable rumouis were, inConnema- 
the mean time, circulated, and fwallowed with 
avidity by the people. Their alfeilions for the 
old emperor being dill entire, they created fic- 
tions to flatter their wifhes. The Maraja, they 
faid, was in full march to releafe him from con- 
finement. Mohabet, ever averfe to Aurungzebe, 
was on his way with an army for the fame pur- 
pofe, from Cabul ; and had already pafled La- 
hore. The people of Agra, they alHrmed, were 
aSuated by tumult and commotion ; the garrifon 
of the citadel was mutinous, and Etabar, who 
commanded in the place, waited only for the 
news of the death of the new emperor to open 
the gates to his ancient lord. Though it was 
impofiible that thefe fictions could have any pro- 
bable foundation, from the fliortnefs of the time, 
they were received with implicit faith by a cre- 
dulous multitude. ' The very fhopkeepers and 
ariizans negle£led their bufinefs for news. They 
gathered together in groups ; and one continued 
whifper of important and incredible events flew 
over all the fireets of Delhi. 

Ihe prince Shaw Allum was not, in the mean s^iw \u 
time, idle. He fecretly w'aiied upon many 
the nobility, and folicited their interefl, withliSAn^. 
large promifes of gratitude and advantage, in the 
event of his father's demife. Rolhinara, who 
was bell acquainted with the intentions of the 
emperor, infinuated, that the fuccefiion was to 
fall on Akbar, as yet but a boy. Both parlies 

a\ erred, 
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JK. D. averred, however, in public, that atprefent therewas 
no occafion for a new prince. Aurungzebe himfelf, 
soS'. they faid, only managed the empire during the 
^ debility of mind which his illnefs had brought 
upon Shaw Jehan. That monarch, continued 
they being now- recovered, will refume the reins 
of government ; and difpofe of the fucceffioh in 
favour of any of his pofterity whom he fhall think 
worthy of the throne of the Moguls. The peo- 
ple already believed thenifelves under the go- 
vernment of the old emperor. The nobility en- 
tertained no refolution of that kind. Their ac- 
quiefcence under Aurungzebe, had rendered them 
afraid of the rehoration of his father. They 
knew that the Maraja and Mohabet, who ftill 
profeffed themfelves the friends of the latter, 
would, in the jsverrc-olhis enlargement, catfy all 
before them •, and feare^he violence of the fifft, 
as much as they dreaded the abilities of the fe- 
cond. 

Anxiety Etabar, who commanded the citadel of Agfa, 
feeined now to have the fate of the empire in his 
hands. To open the gates to Shaw Jehah, was 
to involve all in confufion ; though it might be 
expelled, that from the attachment of the people 
to their ancient fovereigri, tumult and commotion 
would fogn fubfide. Aurungzebe, in the fhort 
intervals of his exceffive pain, applied his mind 
to bufiriefs. He gathered the fenfe of the people 
from the dark anxiety which covered the features 
. of his attendants. He called his fon Shaw- Allum 
befoi e him. He defired him fo keep himfelf in 
readinefs in cafe of his death ; to ride port to 
Agra, and to take the merit of releafihg Shaw 
Jehan. “ Your only hopes of empire, and even 
the fafety of your perfon,” faid he, “ will de- 
pend upon the gratitude of your grahdfather. 

Let 
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Let not, therefore, any other perfon deprive you a. d. 
of that advantage.” He then called for pen and 
ink, and wrote to EiabSr, to keep a ftrift 
watch upon the emperor ; As my death/ is i^oc 
certain,” faid Aurungzcbe, “ let not your fears 
perfuadc you to truft to the gratitude of any 
man.” . , 


The anxiety fhewn by the emperor on the or- of 
cafion, convinced mankind that he thought hij» 
own recovery doubtful. The lords quitted the 
palace, ^and each began to prepare againft the 
worft events. He fent, on the fifth day, a funi- 
mons to all the nobility to come to the hall of 
audience. He ordered himfelf to be carried into 


the afiembly ; and he requellcd them, from his 
bed, to prevent tumults and commotions. “ A 
lion,” faid he, alluding to his father, “ is chain- 
ed up } and it is not your intereft to permit him 
to break loofe. He is exafperated by real inju- 
ries j and he fancies more than he feels.” He 
then called for the great feal of the empire, which 
he had intruded to the princcfs Rolhinara. He 
ordered it to be fealed up in a filken bag, with 
his private fignet, and to be placed by his fide. 
His exertion to fpeak to the nobles threw him into 
a fwoon. They thought him dead. A murmur 
flew around. He, however, recovered himfelf j 
and ordering Joy Singh and fome of the principal 
Jords to approach, he took them by the hand. 
Day after day he was thus brought into th^ pre- 
fence of the nobility. AH intrigues ceafed at the 
hopes of his recovery. On the tenth day of his 
illnefs,-the fever began'to leavehim, and on the 
thuecnth, though weak, he was apparently out of 
danger. The ftorm that was gathering, fubfid- 
ed at once. A ferene calm fucceeded ; and 
people wondered why their minds had been agi- 
VoL. III. I i tated 
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tated and difcompofed, by the hopes and fears 0 ^ 
revolution and change. 

The ficknefs of Aurungzebe was produflive of 
a difcovery of importance, to a monarch of his 
jealous and provident difpofition. He found that 
Shaw Allum, whom he had defigned for his fuc- 
celfor in the throne, had fhewn more eagernefs in 
forwarding the fchemes of his own ambition, than 
anxiety for the recovery of his father. He alfo 
found, from the reception given to the felicitations 
of the prince by the nobility, that his influence 
was too inconfiderable to fecure to him the un- 
difturbed polfeffion of the empire. His pride was 
hurt by the firfl: ; his prudence penetrated into 
the caufe of the fecond. He had long thought 
the felf-denial of his fon to be a cloke for fome 
deep-laid defign ; and ah accident had convinced 
him of the truth of whatbe had fufpecled before. 
Ihe mother of Shaw Allum was only the daugh- 
ter of a petty Raja. Aurungzebe had, on ac- 
count of her beauty, taken her to wife; but the 
meannefs of her birth had left a kind of difg race 
on her fon m the eyes of the nobles, who re- 
ared the high blood of the houfe of Timur. 

e emperor, therefore, in his youngefl fon, 
oun a remedy againfl: the objedions of the no- 
1 ity to Shaw Allum. That prince was born to 

urungzebe by the daughter of Shaw Nawaz, 
of the Irnperial houfe of Sefi. The Perfian no- 
Dility who were numerous in the fervice of the 
empI^e, difeovered a great attachment to Akbar ; 
an even the Moguls preferred him, on account of 
the purity of his blood, to his brother. The 
atiections of the emperor Were alfo in his favour ; 
and he now ferioufly endeavoured to'pavehis wav 
to the fucceflion. . 

When the family of Dara had, with the unfor- 

unate prince, fallen into the hands of • Au- 


rungzebe, 
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rungzebe, that monarch had, at the requeft of A D. 
his lather and the princefs jehanara, delivered 
over the only daughter of Dara into their hands. 107+. 
She remained in the prifon at Agra with her 
grandfather. Aurungzcbe, upon his recovery, 
wrote a letter, full of profdJions of regard, to his 
father y and he concluded it with a formal demand 
of the daughter of Dara, for his fon Akbir ; 
hoping, by that connection, to fecure the influ- 
ence of the young prince among the nobles. 

The fierce fpiril of Shaw jehintook fire; Jeha- 
nara’s indignation arofe. 'Ihey rejcdlcd the pro- 
pofition with dildain ; and the old emperor re- 
turned ‘for anfwer, That the infolencc of Au- 
rungzebe was equal to his crimes. Ihejoung 
princefs, was in the mean time, alarmed. She 
feared force, where uureaty had not prevailed. 

She concealed a 'dagger in' her bofom^ and de- 
clared, that (he would fuffer death a hundred 
times otcr, before flic would give her hand to the 
fon of her father’s murderer,'' ’Shaw Jehan did 
not fail to acquaint Aurungzcbe orherrefoluiion, 
in her own words ; and* that’ prince, with his 
ufual prudence, defifted-' from his defign. He 
even took no notice of the harlhnefs of his fa- 
ther’s letter.’ He wrote to him, ‘ foon after, for 
fome of the Imperial jewels^ to adorn his throne. 

“ Let him govern with morejullice,” faid Shaw 
Jehan; for equity anti^clcmcncy are the only' 
jewels that can adorn a throne. 1 am weary of 
his avarice. X.et me hear no more of precious 
Bones. The hammers are ready which will crufli 
them to duft, when he importunes me for them 
again.” 

Aurungzcbe received the reproaches of'his fa- on his im- 
ther with his wonted coolnefs. He even wrote 
back to Agra, that “ to offend the emperor 
was far from being the intention of his dutiful 
I i 3 fervant. 
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fervant. Let Shaw Jehan keep his jewels, faid 
he, “ nay more, let him command all thofe of 
Aurungzebc. His amufements conftitute a part 
of the happinefs of hisr fon.*’ The old emperor 
was (truck with this conduct. He knew it to be 
feigned ; but the pov/er of his fon to inforce his 
requefts gave value to his moderation. He ac- 
cordingly fent to him, a prcfent of jewels, with a 
part' of the enfigns of Imperial dignity, to the 
value of two hundred and fifty thoufand pounds. 
He accompanied them - with a fhort letter : 
“ Take thefe, which I am deftined to wear no 
more. Your fortune has prevailed. — But your 
moderation has more power than your fortune 
over Shaw Jehan. Wear them with dignity ; and 
make fome amends to your family for their mif- 
fortunes, by your own renown.’* Aurungzebe 
burfl into tears upon the occafion ; ' and he was 
thought fincere. The fpoils of Suja were, on 
the fame day, prefented at the foot of his throne. 
His fears being now removed, there was room 
left for humanity. He ordered them from his 
fight, and then retired, in a melancholy mood, 
from the hall of audience. , 

During thefe tranfaftions at court, Shaw Al- 
lum was commilfipned ,t>y his father to take the 
command of the Imperial ,army in the, Decan 5 
Shaifta being -rendered .unfit Tor that charge by 
the wounds which be had received from the af- 
fafiins, armed againfl him by the ; Maraja. The 
forwardnefs of the prince in making a party 
during his father’s illnefs, adhered to the mind of 
Aurungzebe j but he concealed his fentiments on.^ 
that fubjett. There, however, fubfifred a cool- 
nefs, Avhich the accurate 'obfervers of human na- 
ture could plainly 'perceive, in the conduct of 
the emperor ; and his abridging the power and 
revenue of his fon^ when he appointed^ him to 
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the government of the Decan, fhewed that he a. d. 
dhlruhed his loyalty. i Men, who are willing to 
fuppole that Aurungzdbe facrificed every other 107®’. 
paffion to ambition, affirm, that he became even' — i — ■ 
carelefs abouti thc'life of bis fon; and they re- 
late a lloryito fupport thejufticeof the obferva- 
tion. A lion ilTuing from a forell not far dif- 
tant from Delhi, did a great deal of mifchief in 
the open country. The emperor, in an aflembly 
of the nobles, coolly ordered his fon to bring 
him the Ikin of the lion ; without permitting him 
to make the necedary preparations for this dan- 
gerous fpecies of hunting. Shaw Allum, whofc 
courage was equal to his refervednefs and mode- 
ration, cheerfully obeyed ; and when the mailer 
of the huntfmen propofed to provide him with 
nets, he faid ; “ No ; Aurungzebe, when at my 
age, feared not to attack any bead of prey, 
without formal preparations." He fucceeded in 
his attempt ; and brought the lion’s Ikin to his 
father. 

The arrival of the prince in the Decan fuper- M»- 
feded the Maraja, who, during the illnefs of Sha- 
ilia, commanded the army. He requelled to be 
permitted to return to bis government of Guze- 
rat; but it had been conferred upon Mohabet. 

This lord, during the troubles which convulfed 
the empire, remained quiet in his government of 
the city and province of Cabul. He retained his 
loyalty to Shaw Jehan ; and executed the duties 
of his office in the name of that prince. After 
the death of Data, and the flight of Suja beyond 
the limits of the empire, he faw an end to all 
the hopes of the relloration of his ancient lord. 

He, therefore, began to lirten to the propofals 
of Aurungzebe. That prince informed him, 
that inllead of his being ofiended at his attach- 
ment to his ancient lord, he was much pleafed 

with 
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A. D. with his loyalty. That fuch honour, condu6t, 
1664. and bravery, as thofe of Mohabet, far from raifing 
1074*. the jealoufy of the reigning prince, were deemed 
by him as valuable acquifitions to his empire ; 
and that to fhew the fincerity of his profeffions, 
he had fent him a commiffion to. govern, in quali- 
tj of viceroy, the opulent kingdom of Guzerat, 
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CHAP. V. 


Heavery of the emperor — Progrefs to Cajhmire^ 
DiJIurbances in Gu^oerat — Conqueji of jijfdm-^ 

Death and character of Meet fumla — Infurrec- 
iion oj Fakien-^qiietlcd — An unherfal peace— 

Death of the prince Mahommed—War •with Se^ 
vjoft— Death of the emperor Shaw fehdn— 
Anecdotes of hts private life— Grief of Aurung- 
zebeStrange condufl and fight of Sewdji — The 
Maraja dtfconiented — War againf Arracdn— 
Chittagong reduced. 

Though Aurungzebe "was judged out of A. P. 

on the thirteenth day of his illnefs, hisdif- Jlfg*/ 
order hung upon him for more than two months. ‘074. 
His application to bufmefs was an enemy to the 
fpeedy redoration of his health; but the annual of the em< 
rains, which commenced in July, having render- 
ed the air more cool, his fever entirely left him, 
and he foon regained his former (Irength. His 
phyficians advifed him to avoid, by an expedition 
to Caflimire, the heat of the enfuing feafon ; and 
his favourite filter Rochinara, whofe counfel he 
generally followed, being very defirous of vifit- 
ing that delightful country, perfuaded him to 
prepare for his progrefs. The affairs of the em- 
pire had become fettled with his returning health. 

* n»i. - 
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The hopes of novelty had fubfided in the minds 
of the people ; and the precifion with which go- 
vernment was carried on, left room for neither 
theii hopes nor their fears. The fuperficial 
judges of things however blamed the emperor 
for quitting the centre of his dominions ; whilfl: 
his father remained a prifoner in his own capital. 
Auruiigzebe judged of the future by the paft ; 
the nobles were tired of revolution and war, and 
the vulgar are feldom mutinous or troublefome, 
where no glaring oppreffion exifts. 

About the middle of December 1644, the em- 
peror, after a tedious preparation for his progrels, 
left Delhi ;• and' moved' toward' Lahore, at which 
city he arrived, by flow marches, at the end' of fe- 
ven weeks. The army v;hich accompanied him 
in this tour, confrlled of near fifty thoufand.men, 
exclufi've, of the retinues of his nobles, and the 
neceflary followers of the camp. The heavy bag- 
gage and- artillery kept the common highway, 
but the emperor himfeif deviated often into the 
country, to enjoy the diverfion of hunting'. The 
princefs Rochinara, fond of pomp and magnifi- 
cence, was indulged in her favourite pafiion by 
the fplendor of her, cavalcade. The emperor,, 
who in a great raeafure owed his, fuccefs to- the 
intelligence which, fhe had from time to time 
tranfmitted to him from the haram, fliev/ed him- 
fell grateful. Her, jealoufy of the influence of 
Jehanara over her, father firft attached her to the 
interefls of Aurungzebe 5 and'the partiality fhewn 
by her filter to Dara, naturally threw Rochinara 
into the fcale of his foe. Her abilities rendered 
her fit for politics and intrigue j and the warmth 
of her conllitution, which Ihe could not confe- 
crate to pleafure, adapted her for bufinefs and 
adlion. 


The 
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The-progrefsi of die prince did not obflnuSt the A B. 
neceflary bufmefs. o£ the* dare. Attended by all 
his- officers, the decUions of each department 1074. 
were carried from the camp to every corner of 
the empire^ ExpreSes- flood ready on horfeback mire, 
at every ftage ; and the Imperial mandates were 
difpatched to (he various provinces as Toon, as 
they were fealed in the tent of audience. The 
nobles,, as was cuflomary in the capital,, attended 
daily the prefence j and appeals were difeuifed 
every mornin^y as regularly as when the emperor 
remainedat Delhi. Ihe petitioners followed the 
court i and a fmali allowance from, the public 
treafur^ was alTigned to them, as a compenfation 
for their addicionalexpence in attending the Im*- 
periul camp. la this manner Aurungzebe amv- 
ed ac Caflimire. The beauty, the cool and falu-. 
brious air of that country, induced him to rela^ 
his mind for a fhorc time from bulinels. tie 
wandered over that charming valley, after a v«aTi- 
ety 06 pleafures j and he foon recovered that vi- 
gour of conflituiion. which bis attention to public 
bufinefs, as well as his late ilcknefs, had greatly 
impaired. 

The univerfal peace which had encouraged the Diflurb- 
emperor to undertakes his progrefs toj Caffimire, 
was not of long continuance.. Difturbances broke 
out- in the kingdom of Guzerat. The Rajas of 
the mountains, thinking the. tribute which they 
paid to the empire too high, rehelledL Rai 
Singh was chofen chief of the confederacy. They 
joined their forces, and iffuing fromi their narrow 
valleys, prefented a conGderable army in the 
open country. Cutrub, a general of e\-perience, 
was ordered againft them, with the troops. lladoned 
in the adjacent provinces. He arrived before the 
rebels, and encamped m their prefence. Both 
armies entrenched themfelves, and watched the 

motions 
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motions of each other. The commanders were 
determined not to fight at a difadvantage ; and 
they continued to harafs one another with flying 
parties, whilfl; the main bodies remained in their 
refpeffcive camps. Slight fkirmiflies happened 
every day, in which neither fide arrogated to 
themfelves any great advantage. 

The mountaineers, being chiefly of the Raja- 
put tribe, at length refolved to continue no 
longer inaflive. The nights, being lighted with 
the increafing moon, were unfuitable for a 
furprize; but an accident happened which fa- 
voured their defigns. Under the cover of a fly- 
ing ihower, they fell upon the Moguls. Advanc- 
ing in a cloud, they came unperceived to the 
intrenchments ; and many had clambered over the 
walls before the fentries gave the alarm. A hid- 
den tumult and confufion flew over the camp ; 
and a dreadful 'daughter commenced. The Mo- 
guls had no time either to arm or to form. The 
horfes broke loofe from their piquets, and rulhed, 
•in diforder, over men, and tents, and baggage, 
and arms.' Some who had mounted were thrown, 
headlong with their horfes over the tent-ropes, 
and other embarraflments of the camp. 

A few in the mean time oppofed the enemy in 
a tumultuous manner. The Rajaputs themfelves 
were in diforder. The confufion and terror of 
the fcene intimidated all. They withdrew on 
both fides ; as they could not diftinguifli friends 
from foes. The night was full of horror. Every 
heart beat with fear ; every tongue joined in the 
uproar; every eye looked impatiently for day. 
The light of morning at length appeared ; and 
a hidden ftiout from both armies gave tefti- 
mony of their joy. Preferring certain danger to 
evils which they could not diftinguilh clearly, each 
fide, on the approach of battle, difeovered that ele- 
vation 
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vation of fpirit which others derive from viSory. a.d. 
The rebels renewed the attack, but the Imperial 
general, who had improved the fufpenfion of bat- 1075. 
tie, was now prepared to receive them. Rai 
Singh, with a body of his o/Hcers, charged 'in 
the front of the Rajaputs, and fuflained the 
whole Ihock of the Moguls. Three hundred per- 
foDs of rank, with Rai Singh, the general ot the 
confederates, lay dead on the field ; fifteen hun- 
dred of their followers were flain, the remaining 
part of the rebels having fled, and left their camp 
Handing to the vigors. The Imperial general 
purfued the fugitives into their mountains ; and, 
in the fpace of fix months, he reduced their 
whole country, and, depriving the princes of 
.their hereditary jurifdi^ions, he fubjefled the 
people to the authority of temporary governors, 
who derived their power from Aurungzebe. 

During thefe tranfaftions in the north andin?aConof 
weft, Jumla continued in the government of 
Bengal. After the total defeat and flight of Su- 
ja, he returned (o the capital of bis province to 
regulate public affairs, thrown into confufion by 
,a length of hoftilities. Aurungzebe.jealous of the ' 
great power andreputitioa of Jumla, hadfignified 
to that lord, that his prelence in the capital would 
be foon neceffary for difeharging' the duties of his 
.high office of vifier. He at the fame rime in- 
formed him, that he longed much to have an op- 
portunity of expreffing in perfon the high fenfe 
which he entertained of his eminent fervices. 

Jumla, who preferred the pomp and aftivity of the 
field to the fedentary bufinels of theclofet, fignified 
to the emperor his deftre of continuing m his 
province ; pointing out a fervice, from which the 
empire might derive great advantage, and he 
^imfelf confiderable honour* 

Aurungzebe, 



382 the history of hindostan. 

A. D. Aur'ungzebe, who was unwilling to difcover 
his jealoufy to a man whom he efteemed as well > 
1075’. as feared, acquiefced in the propofals of Jumla. 
He, however, refolved to point out to that lord 
enemy, which might divert him from any 
defigns he might have to fortify himfelf in the 
rich and ftrong kingdom of Bengal againft the 
empire. An army inured to war were devoted 
to Jumla ; and his ambition was not greater than 
his ability to gratify it in the highelt line. To 
the north of Bengal lies the rich province of 
Afiam, which difcharges the great river Baram- 
putre into the branch of the Ganges which paffes 
by Dacca. The king of Aflam, falling down 
this river in his fleet of boats, had, during the 
civil wars, not only ravaged the lower Bengal, 
but appropriated to himfelf what part of that 
country lies between the Ganges at Dacca and 
the mountains which environ Affam. His power 
and wealth made him an object of glory as well 
as of plunder; and Jumla received an imperial 
mandate to march againft him with his army, 
of Aflam. Jumla, having filed off his troops by fquadrons 
toward Dacca, joined them at that city ; and, 
embarking them on the Baramputre, moved up 
into the country which the king of Affam had 
long fubjefted to depredation. No enemy appear- 
ed in the field. They had withdrawn to the for- 
trefs of Azo, which the king had built on the 
fide of the mountains which looks toward Ben- 
gal. ^ Jumla invefted the place, and forced the 
garrifon to furrender at diferetion ; then entering 
the mountains of Affam, defeated the king in a 
pitched battle, and befieged him in his capital of 
Kirganu. The vanquifhed prince was foon oblig- 
ed to leave the city, with ail its wealth, to the 
mercy of the enemy, and to take refuge, with 
a few adherents, in the mountains of Laffa. In 

, many 
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A- D. a vidim to the epidemic malady which carried off 
his troops. Though the death of Jumla relieved 
1075'. the emperor of fome of his political fears, he was 
affeded by an event which he neither expeded 
nor wiHied. He owed much to the friendlhip of 
that great man j he admired his abilities and re- 
nown in arms. 

andcha- Though Jumla arofe to the fummit of great- 
nefs from a low degree, mankind afcribed his 
elevation lefs to his fortune than to his great 
parts. Prudent, penetrating, and brave, he ex- 
celled all the commanders of his age and country 
in condud, in fagacity, and in fpirit. During 
a war of ten years, when he commanded the army 
^ of the king of Tillingana, he reduced the Car- 
natic and the neighbouring countries, with all 
their forts ; fome of which are Hill impregnable 
againft all the difcipline of Europeans. He was 
calculated for the intrigues of the cabinet, as well 
as for the ftratagems of the field. He was wife 
in planning; bold in execution mailer of his 
mind in adion, though elevated with all the 
fire of valour. In his private life he was amiable 
and humane ; in his public tranfadions dignified 
and juft, Hedifdained to ufe ungenerous means 
againft his enemies ; and he even expreffed his 
joy upon the efcape of Suja from his arms. He 
was, upon the v/hole, equal in abilities to Au^ 
rungzebe, - with no part of the duplicity which 
ftampt fome of the adions^ of that prince with 
meannefs. Jumla, to his -death, retained the 
name of Vifier,'* though the duties ‘of the office 
were difcharged by Raja Ragnatia, who did not 
long furvive him. 

fecurity which Aurungzebe acquired by 
the defeat of fo many formidable rivals, was dis- 
turbed fronv a quarter which ‘added ridicule to. 
danger. In the territory of the prince of Marwar, 

near 
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near the city of Nagur, there lived an old woman, a d. 
who was arrived at the eightieth year of her 
age. She poOefled a confiderable hereditary ef. ,07?. 
tate, and had accumulated, by penury, a great 
fum of money. Being feized with a fit of enthu- 
fiafm, fhe became all of a fudden prodigal of her 
wealth. Fakiers and fturdy beggars, under a 
pretence of religion, to the number of five thou- 
fand, gathered round her Caftle, and received 
her bounty. Thefe vagabonds, not fatisfied with 
what the old woman beftowed in charity, armed 
themfelves, and making predatory excurfions 
into the country, returned with fpoil to the 
houfe of their patronefs, where they mixed intem- 
perance and riot with devotion. The people, 
opprefied by thefe fandified robbers, rofe upon 
them, but they were defeated with great flaugh- 
ter. 

Repeated difafiers of the fame kind were at of 
laft attributed to the power of enchantment. This 
ridiculous opinion gaming ground, fear became 
predominant in the opponents of the Fakiers. The 
banditti, acquiring confidence from their fuccefs, 
burnt and deftroyed the country for many leagues ; 
and furrounded the caftle of the pretended in- 
chantrefs with a defert. The Raja marched againfl 
them with his native troops, but was defeated; 
the colleflors of the Imperial revenue attacked 
them, but they were forced to give way. A re- 
port prevailed, and was eagerly believed by the 
multitude, that on a certain day of the moon, 
the old lady ufed to cook in the fkull of an enemy, ^ 
a mefs compofed of owls, bats, Ihakes, lizards, 
human flefh, and other horrid ingredients, whicit 
fhe diftnbuted to her followers. This abomina- 
ble meal, it was believed by the rabble, had the 
furprifing effed of not only rendering them void_ 
of all fear themfelves, and of infpiring their ene- 
' mies 
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mies with terror-, but even of making them ■ invi- . 
fible in the hour of battle, when they dealt, their, 
deadly blows around. 

Their numbers being now encreafed to twenty, 
thoufand, this motley army, with an old woman, 
at their head, directed their march toward the 
capital. Biftamia, for that was her name, was . 
a . cottimander full of cruelty. She .covered her. 
route with murder and devaftation, and hid her 
rear in the.fmoke of burning villages and towns. 
Having advanced to Narnoul, about hve days' 
journey from Agra, the colledtor pf the reve-. 
nue in, that place pppofed her with a force, and 
was totally defeated. The affair was now become: 
ferious, and commanded the attention of the em- 
peror. He found that the minds of the foldiers ; 
were tainted v/ith the prejudices of the, people, 
and he thought it neceffary to combat Biflam, i.a, 
with weapons like her own. Sujait was ordered 
againfl the rebels. The emperor, in the . pfe-- 
fence of the army, delivered to that- general,, .bil- 
lets written with his own hand, which were. Jaid' 
to contain magical, incantation.s. His reputation 
for fanclity was ut leaff equal to that of Biftaraia ; 
and he ordered a' billet to ,be carried on the 
pomt of a fpear before each fquadron, which the', 
foldiers were made to believe would counLeradl:. 
the enchantments of the enemy. The creduiity, 
which induced them to dread the witchcraft of 
the old woman, gave them confidence in the pre- 
tended charm of .Aurungzebe.' . 

dhe Fakiers, after their yidlory at Narnoul, 
thought of nothing but the, empire for their 
aged leader. Having rioted; upon the fpoils of 
the country for feveral days, 'they folemnly ralfed 
Biflamia to the throne which gave them an ex- 
cufe for fefiivity. In the midfl of their intempe- 
rate joy, Sujait made his, appearance. They 

fought 
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fought with the fury of fanatics ; but when the A.i). 
idea of fupernatural aid was difpelled from the 
minds of the Imperialifts, the Fakiers were not a 1075. 
match for their fwords. ft was not a battle, but ' — 
a confufed carnage : a few owed their lives to the 
mercy of Sujait, the reft met tlie death which 
they dcferved. Aurungzcbe, when he received 
Sujait, after his vidlory, could not help fmiling 
at the ridicule thrown upon his arms, by the op- 
pofition of an old woman at the bead of a naked 
army of mendicants. “ I find,** faid he, “ that too 
much religion among the vulgar^ is as dangerous 
as too little in a monarch.** The emperor, upon 
this occafion, acied the part of a great prince, 
who turns the pafilons and fupcrftitions of man- 
kind, to, the accompHlhment of his own defigns. 

It was more cafy to counteract the power,' than 
to explode the doClrinc of witchcraft. 

The feafon of peace and public happinefs af^ An um. 
fords few materials for hiftory.' ’ Had not the rage 
of conqueft inflamed manlcind, ancient times 
would have pafled away in filence,| and unknown. 
iEras arc marked by battles, by the rife of ftates, 
the fall of empires, and the evils of human life. 

Years of tranquillity being diftinguilhed by no 
ftriking objeCt, are foon loft to the fight. The 
mind delights only in the relation of tranfaftions 
which contribute to information, or awaken its 
tender paflions. We wiih to live in a peaceable 
agey but we ^^h moft pleafure the hiftory 
of times abounding with revolutions and impor- 
tant events. A general tranquillity now prevail- 
ed over the empire of Hindoftan. Aurungzebe, 
pleafed with the falubrious air of Calhmire, con- 
tinued long in that romantic country. Nothing 
marks the annals of that period, but a few 
changes in the departments of the court, and in 
the governments of provinces j which, though of 
-“VoL. III. K k fomc 
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A.D. fome Importance to the natives of India, would 
furnifli no amufement in Europe. 

1075. In the feyenth year of the emperor’s, reign, 
' his Ton the prince Mahommed died in prifpn in the 
Srprince caftle of Gualiar.Tmpatient under his confinement, 
Mahora- |iis health had been long upon the decline ; and 
■ grief at lafb put an end to misfortune which the 
pafiipns of youth had begun. His favourite 
wife, the daughter of Suja, was the companion of 
his- melancholy ; and flie pined away .with for- 
fow, as being the caufe of the unhappy fate of 
her lord, Mahommed had long fupported his 
fpirits with the hopes that his father ; would 
relent y but The ficknefs of the emperor, during 
which'he had named another prince to the throne, 
confirmed him that his crime was not to be for- 
given. Mahommed, though violent in the nobler 
paffion^ of the human mind, was .in, his private 
charadler, generpus, friendly and^ humane. He 
loved battle for its dangers ; he defpifed glory 
which' was not pufchafed with peril. He was 
even ‘ difappointed 'when an . enemy fled ; and was 
heard' to fay, ' That to purfue fugitives was. only 
the bufinefs of a coward, But he was, unfit for 


the cabinet ; and rather a good partizan, Than a 
great general in the field. He had boldnefs to 
execute any undertaking, but he wanted pru- 
dence to plan, .Had his warm, difpofition been 
tempered by length of years, he might have 
made a fplendid figure. But he was overfet by 
the paffipns of youth, before experience, had poif*. 
■ ed his mind. 

The war with Sewaji the prince of Cokin, on 
the coafl; of Malabar, which had been for fome 
time difcontinued, . broke out this year with re- 
doubled violence. The attempt of the Maraja 
u j3on tha life of Shai fta, though no proof could 
be carried home 16 that prince, had induced Au-. 

, ' " rungzebe 



AURUNGZEBE. 


Tungzcbe to recal him wjth ali his native forces. 
He would no longer trufl Ills affairs in ilie hands 
of a man, whofc violent pafiions coyhl not fpare 
the life of a perfoa with whom he lived in the '■ 
habits of friendfliip. A truce, rather than a 
folid peace, had been patched up with the enemy ; 
but their love of depredation overcame their 
public faith. ‘I'he prince of Cokin made incur- 
fions into the Dccan ; and complaints of' his hof- 
tilities were carried to Aurungzcbc. Under the 
joint command of the Raja, Joy Singh and Di- 
5crc, a . confidcrabic force was fent againff the 
enemy. He fled before them, and -they entered 
his country at his heels. 'Ihc llrong holds of 
his donnnions foou fell into the hands of the Im« 
pcrialiffs. Scwajl and his fon furrendered them* 
felves to Joy Singh, and feat (hem under an efcart 
to Delhi ; <to which city the emperor was now 
returned, after- his long abfence in the north. 

The cjnperor Sliaw jeban, after an iinprifoji* r 
ment of fflvcn years, ten months and ten days, s 
died at Agra on the fecondof February, i6d(5. " 
Tlic fame difordcr which had loll to him the 
empire, was the caufc of his death. Helanguifh- 
cd under it for fifteen days ; and e.vpired in 
the amis of liis d.iughicr Jelianarj, his faithful 
friend and companion in his * confinement. 
Though AurungZ'ibe had kept him with all ima- 
ginable caution in the citadel of Agra, he was 
always treated wit)] difiiiiflion, lendernefs and 
refpe£f. The enfigns of his former dignity re- 
mained to him *, he had Hill his palace, and his 
garden of pleafure. No diminution had been 
made in the number of his domellics. He re- 
tained all bis women, fingers, dancers and fer- 
vants of every kind. The animals, in which he 
formerly delighted, were brought regularly into 
his prefence. He was gratified with the fight 
Kka of 
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A. D. of fine horfes, wild beads, and birds of prey. 
But lie long continued melancholy ; nothing 

10I76. could make a recompence for his lofs of power. 
He for leveral years could not bear to hear the 
name of Aurungzebe, without breaking forth 
into rage ; and, even till his death, none durft 
mention his fon as emperor of Hindoflan. 

Anecdotes They had endeavoured to conceal from him 
the death of Data, but he knew it from the 
tears of Jehanara. The particulars of the me- 
lancholy fate of his favourite fon, made fuch 
an impr'effion on his mind, that, abfent in the 
violence of his paffion, he took his fword, and 
ruflied to the gate of the palace. ‘ But it was 
fliut ; and reminded him of his loft condition. 
Though the rebellion of Suja had enraged him 
againft that prince, he loft his wrath in the fu- 
perior crimes of Aurungzebe. He heard with 
eagernefs every turn of fortune in Bengal ; and 
when the flight of Suja from that kingdom 
reached his ears, he abftained from eating for 
two days. He, however, comforted himfelf with 
the hopes of his return ; and,, eager for the re- 
venge of his wrongs upon Aurungzebe, he at- 
tended with joy and fatisfaftion to the vague re- 
ports which were propagated concerning the ap- 
pearance of his fon, in various provinces of the 
empire. Accounts of the death of Suja came 
the year before his father’s death. He burft into 
a flood of tears ; Alas !” faid he, “ could not 
the Raja of Arracan leave one fon to Suja to re- 
venge his grandfather 

f'r ni'. Aurungzebe, whether from pity or defign is 
uncertain, took various means to footh the me- 
lancholy of his father, and to reconcile him to 
his ov/n ufurpation. To* exprefs his tendernefs 
for him, was infult ; he therefore flattered his 
pride. He affedted to confulthim on all impor- 
tant' affairs. He wrote him letters requefting his» 

advice 5 
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advice ; declarinjj that he reckoned himfelf only 
his vicegerent in the empire. Thefe artful cx- 
prellions, and the abfence of every appearance of 
redraiflt on his condu<51> made at lail an impreflion 
npon his mind. But Aurung 2 cbe, building too 
much upon the fuccefs of his art, had almoil, by 
his demand of the daughter of Data for his fon, 
ruined all the progrefs which he had made. His 
apology for what his father called an infult, obli* 
terated his indiferetion ; and his abflaining from 
force upon the occasion, was eileemed by Shaw 
Jehan a favour, which his pride forbade him to 
own* 

Shaw Jehan, brought up in the principles of, 
his father and grandlather, was dellitute of all' 
religion in his youth. He had often been prefent 
when Jehangire, who delighted in difputes on 
abflrufe fubjcfls, called before him Indian Brah* 
minS} Cbridian prieils, and hlahommcdan Muh 
las, to argue for their refpeftive faiths. Jehan. 
gire, who, with hu want of credulity on the 
fubjeft of religion, was weak in his underfland- 
ing, was always fwayed by the laft who fpoke. 
The Rlahommedan, who claimed the pre-^eml- 
nence of being firft heard, came always off with 
the worft ; and the emperor, obferving no order 
of time with regard to the Cbriftian and Indian, 
was alternately fwayed by both. TheMullafaw 
the difadvantage of his dignity; and, being de- 
fignedly late in his appearance, one day he was 
heard after the prieft. Jehangire was perplexed 
for whom he fhould give his opinion. He alked 
the advice of Shaw Jehdn, and that prince arch- 
ly replied, “ That he too was at a lofs for whom 
to decide. But as each have ellablilhed the cre- 
dit of their fyftems,’* faid he, “ with a relation 
of miracles, let them both be put to that ted. 
Let each take the book of his faith under his arm ; 

let 
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A. D. let a fire be kindled round him ; and the reli- 
1666. gjQQ of him who fhall i*emain unhurt, fhall be 
ic'fd. mine.’' The Mulla looked pale at the decifion, 
and declared againll this mode of proving his 
faith : the priefl knew the humane temper of 
the emperor, and offered himfelf for the pile. They 
were both difniified. But the misfortunes of 
Shaw Jehan rendered him devout in his latter 
days. The Coran was perpetually read in his 
prefence ; and Mullas, who relieved one another 
bv turns, were always in waiting. 

Giief of emperor, when firfl: he heard of his fa- 

zc-b'c!”“ ther’s iilnefs, ordered his Ion Shaw Allum to fet 
out with all expedition to Agra. “ You have done 
no injury,” faid he, “ to my father ; and he may 
blefs you with his dying breath. But as for me, I 
wdll not wound him with my prefence ; left rage 
might haften death before his time.” The prince 
rode poft to Agra ; but Shaw Jehan had ex- 
pired two days before his arrival. His body was 
depofited in the tomb of bis favourite wife, 
Mumtaza Zemani, with funeral folemnities ra- 
ther decent than magnificent. When the 
news of the death of his father was carried to 
Aurungzebe, he exhibited all the fymptoms of 
unaffected grief. He inftantly let off for 
Agra ; and, w'hen he arrived in that city, he 
fern a meffage to the princefs Jehanara to requeft 
the favour of being admitted into her prefence. 
The requefts of an emperor are commands. 
She had already provided for an interview ; and 
fhe received him with the utmoft magnificence, 
prcfenzing him with a large golden bafon, in which 
‘Were contained all the jewels of Shaw Jehan. 
This magnificent offering, together with the 
poiiie dexterity of the princefs in excufing her own 
former conduct, wrought fo much on Aurung- 
- zbee, that he received her into his confidence ; 

which 
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which fhe ever after fiiared in common with ^ her- 
fifter Rochiiiara. 

'Ihemoft remarkable tranfa^lion of the enfu- ,o*il! 
ing year, was the efcape of the Raja Sewaji from — v-— > 
l^elhi ; and his flight through by-roads and de- 
ferts to his own country. The turbulent difpofi- 
tion of that prince, and his depredatory incurfi- 
ons into the Imperial dominions in the Decan, 
brought upon him the arms of Aurungzebe, un- 
der the conduft of Joy Singh and Dilere. Un- 
fortunate in feveral battles, he /hut himfelf up 
in his principal fortrefs ; and being reduced to 
extremities, he threw himfelf upon the mercy of 
the enemy j and was carried, as has been already 
related, to Delhi. Upon his arrival, he was 
ordered into the prefence, and commanded by 
the u/her to make the ufual obeifance to the em- 
peror, He refufed to obey ; and looking fcorn- 
fully upon Aurungzebe, exhibited every mark 
of complete contempt of his perfon. The em- 
peror was much offended at the haughty de- 
meanor of the captive, and he ordered him to 
be inftanily carried away^from his light. 

. The principal ladies of the haram, and, among and flight 
them, the daughter of Aurungzebe, faw from 
behind a curtain, the behaviour of Sewaji. She 
was /truck with the handfomenefs of his perfon, 
and Ihe admired his pride and haughty deport- 
ment. The intrepidity of the man became the * 
fubjefl: of much converfation. Some of the no- 
bles interceded in his behalf ; and the princefs 
was warm in her folicitations, at the feet of her 
father. “ '1 hough 1 defpife pomp,’* faid Au- 
rungzebe, “ I will have thofe honours which 
the refraftory prefume to refufe. Power depends 
upon ceremony and Rate, as upon abilities and 
ftrength of inind.‘ But to pleafe a daughter whom 
I love, I will indulge Sewaji with an abatement 
^ of 
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lo repair, with the army ftationed ia his province, a d. 
to the alTiftancc of SbaiBa againft Sewaji. On 
the way, it is faid, he entered into a corrc- 
pondence with that prince; being enraged to'— ’•“ y^ 
find, that the rich kingdom of Guzerac had 
been fubmitted to the government of Mohabet. 

It was from Seivaji, that tiie Maraja received 
the aflallins, by whofe means he had attempted 
to ada/Iinatc ShaiHa. He, however, covered his 
crime with fo much art, that mankind in general 
believed, that it was only a party of the enemy, 
who had the boldnefs to furprife the general in 
his tent; attributing to the known intrepidity of 
Sevvaji, what aflually proceeded from the addrefs 
of JclTwint Singh. The emperor, who expefled 
no good from any army commanded by two of- 
ficers who difagreed in their opinions, recalled 
them both, as has been already related; and 
patched up a temporary peace with the enemy. 

Sbaida, disfigured and maimed with his wounds, 
returned to court; but the Mar.iji retired in dif- 
gu/l to his heredirar)’ dominions. 

Shaida, at once, as a reward for his fcrviceSj'^l'a'na 
and a compenfation for his misfortunes, 
raifed CO the government of Bengal, which hadii«'6‘*i* 
been managed ^ deputy ever fmee the death of 
Jumla. 'Ihe affairs of the province flood in 
need of his prefence. The death of Jumla had 
encouraged the prince of Arracan to invade the 
eadern divifion of Bengal. He polfefled himfelf 
of all the country along the coaft, to the Gan- 
ges ; and maintained at Chittagong fome Portu- 
guefe banditti, as a barrier agamft the empire of 
the Moguls. Thefe robbers, under the protec- 
tion of ihc invader, fpread tbeir ravages iar and 
wide. Ibey fcoured the coaft with their piratical 
vedels ; and extended their depredations through 
all the branches of the Ganges. The complaints 
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A D. of the oppreiTed province were carried to the 
throne ; and Shaiila was not only commifiioned 
1C76. to extirpate the pirates, but even to penetrate 
^ with his arms into Arracan. A generous regret 
for Suja joined iflue with an attention to the pub- 
lic benefit, in the mind of Aurungzebe. The 
cruelty exercifed againlt the unfortunate prince 
was not lefs an objecl of revenge, than the pro- 
tection afi'orded to public robbers. 

T.ike? ii'c Shaida, upon his arrival in the province, fent a 
fleet ami three thoufand land forces, under the 
command of Hafien Beg, againlt the Raja of 
Arracan. 'i'he fleet failed from Dacca, and 
falling down the great river, furprifed the forts 
of jugdeaand Alliimgire Nagur, which the. Raja 
had formerly difmembered from Bengal. Ship- 
ping his land forces on board his fleer, he fet 
iail for the illand of Sindiep, which lies on the 
coall ot Chittagong. The enemy pofiefled in this 
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apprifed of their intentions, fay one of their own a d. 
party, who betrayed their fecret- He prepared 
to take ample vengeance by putting them, all to io:6* 
the fword. The Portuguefe, in this critical fiiu-''— 
ation, ran to their boats in the night, and fet 
fail for the iflaud of Sindicp, where they were 
well received by Haflen, He ordered them, 
foon after, to proceed to Bengal. Shaiila, upon 
their arrival, adhered to his former proniife, and 
gave them boufes and lands. He engaged many 
of them in his fervice ; and he took advantage 
of titeir experience in naval afiairs, by joining 
them, with their armed veffcls, to the propofed 
expedition againft Arracan. 

Every thing being prepared for the invafion, r-Marfes 
Ameid, with his fleet, confifting of about 
hundred fail, and a confidcrablc body of horfe 
and foot, departed fiom Dacca in the beginning 
of the fair feafon j and, in the fpace of fjx days, 
crofled the river Phenny, which divides Chitta- 
gong from Bengal. The tioops of Arracan 
made a (hew of oppoGtion; but they fled to the 
capital of the province, which was about fifty 
miles difiant. 'I hey flmt themfelves up in the 
fort. Ameid purfued them without delay. The 
fleet failed along tlie coaft, in fight of the army, 
between the ifland of Sindiep and the (hore. 

"When it had reached Comorea, the fleet of Ar- 
racan, confiiling of about three hundred Ghorabs 
and armed boats, made its appearance. A fmart 
engagement eiifued, in which the enemy were 
repulfed, with a confiderable lofs of men, and 
thirty*fix of their vefiels'. Being reinforced the 
next day, they prepared to renew the fight. 

Ameid, fearing the defeat of his fleer, ordered it 
to hawl in clofe to the ftiore, and, having de- 
tached a thoufand raufqueteers, with fpme great 

guns, 
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guns, from his army, pofted them among the 
bufhes behind the fleet. 

The enemy, encouraged by the retreat of the 
Moguls from the open fea, purfued them with' 
great eagernefs, and began the attack within 
mufquet-fhot of the land. The Moguls defended 
themfelves with refolution. The enemy preffed 
on furioufly, and began to board their boats. 
The whole fleet would have certainly been de- 
ftroyed, had not the detachment upon the fhore 
advanced to the water’s edge, keeping up fuch 
a fire upon the enemy, with guns and final! 
arms, as obliged them to put off to fea. Many 
were, however, difabled in fuch a manner as 


not to efcape, and they were fo much difcou- 
raged, that they fled up the river, and fecured 
themfelves behind the fort. Ameid, without de- 
lay, laid fiege to the place. The enemy lofi; 
their courage with their fuccefs. They behaved in 
a daflardly manner. The town was very ftrong, 
and well fupplied with artillery, (tores and pro- 
vifions. They, however, all evacuated it, except- 
ing fifty men, who remained with the governor ; 
and furrendered at difcretion. The fugitives 
were purfued ; and two thoufand being furround- 
ed on a neighbouring mountain, were taken and 
fold for flaves. Ameid found twelve hundred and 


twenty-three pieces of cannon in the place, and 
a prodigious quantity of (lores. He named the 
town Iflainabad ; and annexed the whole province 
to the kingdom of Bengal. 


A U R TJ N G- 
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CHAP. VI. 


Origin cf the quarrel 'with Petjia — Condu^ of Shaw 
Abds — Aurungzebe endeavours io appeofe him-^ 
He prepares for war-^lVntcs a letter to the vifter 
^whteb is intercepted~^The emperor fufpeSls the 
Perftan nobles’-^A proclanwiion-^^A majfacre 
threatened— ‘Conjlcrnation at Delhi— The pnneefs 
Jehandra arrives from Agra to appeafe the Per- 
Jtans—The vtfier exculpates himjelf — The Perjian 
jiobility received into favour— March of the cm- 
peror — Death and charaHer of Shaw Abds — 
Peace with Perfta — Revolt cf the prince Shaw 
Alluin — He returns to his duty—lVar with the 
Afgans — Magnificent reception of the king' of 
Buebaria. 


The empeicff having, by bis addxeJs, as U'eJJ A. D. 
as by his crimes’, extricated himfelf from domeflic 
hoftilities, was fuddenly involved in a foreign 1071 
war. Ihe Perfians, who with a prepofterous ne- 
gligence, had remained quiet, during the civil The ougm 
diOenfions in India, Ihewed a dirpofuion to at- 
tack Aurungzebe, after his fortune and conduft 
had firmly eltabli/hed him oa the throne. But 

various 
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various reafons had induced Shaw Abas the Se- 
cond, who, with no mean abilities, held then 
the fcepter of PeiTia, to avoid coming to extremi- 
ties with the houfe of Timur, wlien all its 
branches were in arms. The unfuccefsful expe- 
ditions againfl the unconqiiered tribes along the 
Indian ocean, had drained his treafury ; and Mo- 
habet, who remained in a flate of neutrality in 
the northern provinces of Hindollan, kept an ar- 
my of veterans in the field. The other paffions 
of i\bas were more violent than his ambition. 
He feeraed more anxious to preferve his dignity 
at home, than to purchafe fame by his arms 
abroad', and, had not his pride been wounded 
by an accident, more than from any defign, oih 
the- fide of Aurungzebe, that monarch might 
have enjoyed in tranquillity an empire which he 
had acquired by blood. 

The death of Dara and the flight of Suja bav- 
ing given flability to the power of Aurungzebe 
in the eyes of the princes of the north, he had 
received, in the fourth year of his reign, congra- 
tulatory embaiTies from Tartary and Perfia. To 
return the compliment to. Shaw Abas, Tirbiet 
Chan, a man of high dignity, was fent ambafla- 
dor from the court of Delhi to Ifpahan. He was 
received v/ith the .ceremony .and refpedl: which 
was due to the reprefentative of fo great a prince 
as the emperor of Hindoflan. His credentials 
were read, in the hall of audience, in the pre- 
fence of the nobility ; and the fewtprefents, which 
the fuddennefs of his departure from his court; 
had permitted him to bring along with him to. 
Abas, Were accepte I with condefeenfion and ex- 
preflions of fatkladtion. Tirbiet wrote an ac- 
count of his recepiion to Delhi ; - and the empe-> 
ror ordered magnificent prefents to be prepared, 
and fent, under an efcort, to Perfia. . . 


The 
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The care of furnifliinj; the prefents h veiled in 
an office which bears fome refemblance to our 
chancery, having the power of ingroffing patents, 
and of judging of their legality before they pafs 
the feal of the empire. 'Some prefents had been, 
at the fame time, ordered to be prepared for the 
prince of the Ulbecs, whom it was cultotnary to 
addrefs only by the title of Wali, or Malter of 
the Weftern Tartary. Tlic fame clerk in the 
office made out the inventory of the prefents for 
both the princes ; and, at the head of the lid for 
Perfia, he called Shaw Abas, Wali, or Mailer 
of Iran. The inventory, accompanied by a letter 
to the emperor, was fent with the prefems to 
Tirbietj and he, without examining either, de- 
manded an audience of Abas, and placed both 
in his hands as he fat upon his throne. Abas, 
though oiherwife an excellent prince, was much 
addiQed to wine. He was intoxicated when he 
received Tirbiet; and with an impatience to 
know the particulars of the prefents, he threw 
fird his eyes on. the inventory. When he read 
the Wali, or Mader of Perlia, he darted, in a 
rage, from his throne, and drew his dagger from 
his fide. The nobles dirunk back on either fide, 
and Tirbiet, who dood on the deps which led up 
to the Imperial canopy, retreated from the wrath 
of Abas. The emperor, dill continuing filenr, 
fat down. Amazement was pitiured in every 
countenance. . s ^ 

‘f. Approach,” faid Abas, “ ye -noble Perfi* 
ans; and hear the particulars of the prefents fent 
by the Emperow. of the World -alluding to 
the name of Allumgire, which Aurungzebe had 
alfumed, “ The Emperor of the World to 
the Master of Persia I” A ‘general murmur 
fpread around ; they 'all turned their eyes upon 
Tirbiet. That lord began to fear for his life; 

and 
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A. D. and Abas faw his confternation. " Hence, from 
1 ^ 66 . pj-efence,^' faid he, though [ own not the 
1076. title of Aurungzebe to the World, I admit his 
claim to your fervice. Tell the impious fon, the 
inhuman brother, the murderer of his family, 
that though his crimes have rendered him maf- 
ter of Hindoftan, there is ftill a lord over Perfia, 
who detefts his duplicity and defpifes his power. 
Hence with thefe baubles ; let him purchafe with 
them the favour of thofe who are not fhocked at 
guilt like his ; but Abas, whofe hands are clean, 
fliudders at the iniquity of a prince covered with 
the blood of his relations.” 

Theem- Tirbict retired from the prefence, and wrote 
deavours leCtei's to Aurungzebc. The emperor of Perfia, 
in vain in the mean time, ordered every neceflary pre- 
paration for war. The troops ftationed on the 
Ikirts of the empire were commanded to affem- 
ble ; new levies were made ; and a general ar- 
dour for an invafion of India ran through all the 
Perfian dominions. Aurungzebe, upon receiv- 
ing the letters of Tirbiet, wrote an immediate 
anfwer to that' lord. He laid the whole blame 
on the inadvertence and ignorance of a clerk in 
office j declaring, in the rnoft folemn manner, 
that he never meant an affront to the illuftrious 
houfe of Sefi. “ The title of Allumgire,” faid 
he, ‘‘ is adopted from an ancient cuitom, pre- 
valent among the pofterity of Timur. It is only 
calculated to imprefs fubjefts with awe, not to 
infult independent princes. The prefents, ' which 
I fent, are the bell teftimony of my refpe6: for 
Shaw Abas ; but if that prince is bent on war, 
i am ready to meet him on. my frontiers with an 
"army. 1 hough- I love peace with my neigh- 
bours, I will not proftrate my dignity before 
then ungovernable paliions.” 


■ Abas, 
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Abiis, whofe choleric difpofition was almofl A. n. 
always inflamed with wine, would not admit 
Tirbiet into his prefence. He font an order to 1076* 
that lord to depart- his dominions j and his am- 
Laflador was to, be the mefienger of the unalter- to appsafe 
able refolves of Abas to Aurungzebe. That^^baT. 
prinpe, when he had flrft received the letters of 
Tirbiet, called his fon Shaw Allum, with twenty 
thoufand horfe, from the Decan, He ordered 
him immediately to the frontiers, to watch the 
.motions of Perfia. Abas, in the mean time, 
having colleflcd his army, to the number of 
eighty thoufand, with an imnienfe train of artil- 
lery, advanced, at their head, into Choraflan. 

Shaw Allum was reinforced by all the troops of 
the northern provinces. He, however, received 
ftrift orders from his father, not to rifque the 
iflue of a general aftion ; but to harafs the enemy 
in his march. He hlmfelf made preparations 10 
take the field. An accident, however, happen- 
ed, .which threw him into great perplexity, and 
flopt his progrefs. 

Amir Chan, the Imperial governor of the pro- Spies feii- 
vince of Cabul, having feized four Tartars who ' * 
had been fent as fpics by Shaw Abas, to explore 
the (late of the frontiers of India, fent them pri- 
foners to Delhi. The emperor delivered them 
over for examination to AHinad, one of his prin- 
cipal nobles. Alimad, having carried the Tartars . 
to his own houfe, began to a(k them queftions 
concerning their commiflion from the king of 
Perfia’. They remained lilent, and he threatened 
them with the torture. One of them immediately 
fnatched a fword from the fide of one of Aiiraad's 
attendants ; and, with one blow, laid that lord 
dead at his feet. Three more, who were in the 
room, were flain. The Tartars arming them- 
.felves with. the weapons of the dead, iflued forth, 
,,.VoL.'llI. HI difperfed 
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difperfed themfelves in the crowd, and, notwith" 
(landing all the vigilance, aftivity, and promifes 
of Aurungzebe, they were never heard of more. 
The emperor, naturally fufpicious, began to fup- 
pofe that the Perfian nobles in his fervice had (e- 
creted the fpies. He became dark and cautious, 
placing his emiffaries round the houfes of thofe 
whom he mofl fufpedled 

Advices, in the mean time, arrived at Delhi, 
nuercept- Abas, having finifned his preparations, was 
in full march, with a well-appointed army, 
toward India. A letter was intercepted from 
that prince to JafEer, the vifier, a PeiTian by 
defcent. It appeared from ‘the letter, that a con- 
fpiracy was formed by all the Perfian nobility in 
the fervice of India, to betray Aurungzebe into 
the hands of the enemy, (liould he take the field. 
The emperor was thrown into the utmoft per- 
plexity. His rage, for once,, got the better of 
his prudence. He gave immediate orders to the 
city-guards, to fuiround all the houfes of the 
Perfian nobility. Pie ilTued forth, at the fame 
time, a proclamation, that none of them (hould 
(Ur abroad upon pain of death. He called the 
Mogul lords to a council ; he fecured their fide- 
lity, by reprefentlng to them the urgency of the 
danger ; and, contrary to his ufual coolnefs and 
moderation, he fwore, by the living God, that 
(hould he find that there was any truth in the 
confpiracy, he would put every one of the Per- 
fian nobility to the fword. 

The . proclamation was fcarce promulgated, 
when Tirbiet arrived from Perfia. He prefented 
himlelf before the emperor j and informed him, 
that at his departure he had been called before 
Shaw Abus. That prince, after venting his rage 
againlt Aurungzebe in very difrefuecllul terms, 
concluded with telling the ambalfador, That as 

his 
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his mafler might foon be in want of fwifc horfes a. d. 
to fly from hh refentment, he had ordered for 
him three hundred out of the Imperial /tables, \o-X 
whofe fpeed would anfwer the expectations of''-^r“^ 
his fears. “ We fliall foon have occafion to 
try,”' added Abas, “ whether this CoNqo£Kon. 

OP THE World can defend the dominions which 
he has ufurped in Hindoftan ” Aurungzebe was 
enraged beyond meafure- He commanded that 
the horfes, as a dreadful denunciation of his 
wrath, Ihould be killed before' the gates of the 
confpirators. The troops, at the fame time, were 
ordered to /land to their arms, in the feven mili- 
tary flations, and to wait the fignal of ma/Tacre, 
which was to be difplayed over the gate of the 
palace. 

A general condernation fpread over the whole 
city. The people retired to their houfes; and [ion 
the ftreets were deferted. A panic feized all; 
they faw a dreadful tempsft gathering; ami they 
knew not where it was to fall. An awful filence, 
as a prelude to the ilorm, prevailed. The Per- 
fians were numerous and warlike; the emperor 
implacable and dark. T'he eyes and tars of men 
were turned to every quarter. The doors were 
all fliut. There was a kind of filcnt commotion ; 
a dreadful interval of fufpence. Ideal founds 
were taken for the flgnal of death ; and the timo- 
rous feemed to hug tbemfelves in the vifionary 
fecurity of their houfes. The Perfians had, ii\ 
the mean time, collefled their dependents. They 
ftood armed in the courts before their refpeftive 
houfes, and were prepared to defend their lives, 
or to revenge their deaths with their valour. 

Things remained for twd days in this awful at Delhi, 
fituation. Aurungzebe himielf became, for the 
firft time, irrefolute. He was alike fearful of 
granting pardon and of inflifling punifliment. 

LI 3 There 
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D, There was danger on both fides ; and his inven- 
tion, fertile as it was in expedients^ could point 
1076'. out no refource. He endeavoured, by promifes 
and fair pretences, to get the principals into his 
hands. But they had taken the alarm, and no 
one would truft himfelf to the clemency of an en- 
ragedrdefpot. Upon the firfl: intelligence of the 
confpiracy, the emperor wrote to his filler- Jeha- 
nara, who refided at Agra, to come with all ex- 
pedition to. Delhi. The Perfian nobles, he knew, 
had been attached to Shaw Jehan, to whofe fa- 
vour they had owed their promotion in the em- 
pire ; and he hoped that' they would lillen to the 
advice of the favourite daughter of the prince 
whom they loved, tie himfelf remained, in the 
mean time, fullen and dark : he fpoke to none, 
his whole foul being involved in thought. 

Advice of Taer and Cubad, two of the moll powerful, 

lords moa popular, and refpeaable of the Mogul no- 
bles, prefented themfelves,- at length, before the 
emperor. They reprefented to him, that it would 
be both unjufl: and impolitic to facrifice the lives 
of fo many great men to bare fufpicion j for that 
no proofs of their guilt had hitherto appeared, 
but from the hands of an enemy, who might 
have devifed this method to fow divifion and dif- 


fenficTn in a country which he propofed to invade. 
That the Perfian nobles had become powerful in 
the Hate from their high military commands, their 
great wealth, the immenfe number of their fol- 
lowers ; that the common danger had united 
them ; that the attack upon them would not 
prove a malfacre,but a civil war. That the Patan 
nobility, warlike, numerous, difalfedled, ftill 
hankering after their ancient domination of which 
they had been deprived by the folly of their 
princes, as much as by the valour of the Mo- 
guls, would not fail to throw their v/eight into 

the 



AURUNGZEBE. 


407 


ihc fcalc of ihc Piirfians ; and, upon ihe whole, a. n. 
they were of opinion, that peaceable nieafures 
fiiould be adopted toward doineftic traitors, at )Jl5^ 
Icaft till the danger of foreign war fhould be 
removed. 

The arguments of the two lords had their due 'n 
wcigiit with the emperor. He declared Iiimfcif 
for lenient inc.ifures ; but how to cHcfl a rccon- ticj. 
ciliation, with honour to hiinfclf, was a matter 
of difljculty. The princefs Jehanara arrived, in 
the mean time, from Agra. Site had travelled 
from that city to Delhi, on an clcpiiant, in Icfs 
than (WO days, though the dillance is two hun* 
dred miles. Her brother received her with joy. 

After a IhofC conference, flic prefented herfclf, 
in her chair, at the door of the vificr’s houfe. 

Tile gates were immediately thrown open and 
flic was udicrcd into the apartments of the women. 

The vifit was a mark of fuch conlidcnce, and fo 
great an honour in the eyes of the vificr, that, 
leaving tlic princefs to be entertained by the 
ladies, he haflened, without even feeing her him- 
feir, or waiting for her requeft to the emperor, 

■When he enlcrqd the hall of audience, he prof- 
trated himfcif before the throne. Aurungzebc 
defeendeJ, took him in his arms, and embraced 
him ill the mod friendly manner. He then put 
(he letter, which was the caufeof the diflurhance, 
in the vificr’s hand. 

Jaflier, with a countenance exprefling that fere- "iioate 
nity which accompanies innocence, ran over the ' 
letter, Aurungzefac marking his features as he 
read. He gave it back, and pofnively denied 
his ever having given the Icaft rcafoii to Shaw 
Abas for addrelfing him in that manner. He ex- • 
patiated on liis own ferviccs ; upon ihofc of his 
anceftors, who had refidcd in Ilindoflan ever 
fmee the time of the emperor Hiiinaioon. He 

, reprefented 
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reprefented the improbability of his entertain- 
ing any defigns, againft a prince, who had laifed 
him to the hrft rank among his fubjeds, and had 
left him nothing to hope or to wilh for, but ' the 
continuance of his favour and the ftability of his 
throne. He concluded with a pertinent quedion : 

What could I exped in Perfia equal to the 
high office of vifier in Hindoftan ? Let .my com- 
mon fenfe be an argument of my innocence j and 
let not the emperor, by an opinion of my guilt,, 
declare to the world that I am deprived of rea- 
fon.’’ / ■ 

Aurungzebe was convinced by the fpeech of 
Jaffier ; and he wondered from whence had pro- 
ceeded his own fears. By way of doing, him 
honour, he ordered him to be clothed with a 
magnificent drefs ; at the fame time direding him 
to command all the Perfian nobles to make their 
immediate appearance in the hall of audience, 
When they were all affembled, the emperor 
mounted the throne; and, after they had paid 
the ufual compliments, he addreffied them in a 
long fpeech. He excufed his proceedings by 
reading the letter of Abas ; and he reproved 
them gently for their contumacy in not obeying 
his orders. He argued, that the power of .a mo- 
narch ceafes when his commands are difputed; 
and, that the Indignity thrown upon him by their- 
difobedience, touched him more than their fup- 
pofed ueafon. “ But,” continued he, “ a 
prince, though the reprefentative of God, is 
liable to error and deception. To own that 1 
have been partly in the wrong, carries in itfelf 
an excufe for you. Forget my miftake ; and I 
promife to forgive your obftinacy. Rell fa'tif- 
fied of my favour, as 1 am determined to rely 
upon your gratitude and loyalty. My father, 
^iid even myfelf, have made you what you 

are; 
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are; let not the hands which ralfed you fa high, a. n. 
repent of ihc work wliich they have made.** 

The fpcech of the emperor feenied tq be well tz-X 
received by all ihc Perfians, excepting Mahoni- ' — •( — ^ 
med Amin, the fon of the famous jumla. That inWc-nce 
lord, haugltiy and daring in his difpofition, was chair”” ^ 
diiTatished with the condu^ of the vifter, hurc 
at the fubmiiTion of his countrymen, ami 
piqued at the cmpcror*s latter words. He looked 
Pcrnly upon Aurungzebe; and faid, in a fcorn- 
ful maimer, “ Since you have been plcafed 
to pardon us for oHcnccs which we did not 
commit ; we c.in do no Icfs than forget the 
errors wiiich you have made.** 'ihc emperor, 
pretending that lie did not hear Amtn diilinfl- 
iy, ordered him to repeat his woid>; which 
he did twice, in a haughty ’and high tone of 
voice. 'I'hc eyes of Aurungzebe kindled with 
rage. lie fcir.cd a fword, which lay by his fide 
on the throne. Ue looked around to fee, whe- 
ther any of the noh(^ prepared to refent the 
affront, offered to ins dignity. [I key flood in 
filent \flonifhmcnt, lie fat down ; and his fury 
beginning to abate, he talked to the vif.er 
about tlic bed manner of carrying on the Per- 
fian war. 

The minds of the people being fettled from Aunng.. 
the expected diflurbances, Aurungzefac' pre- [h^fietd.” 
pared to take the field. The- anny had already 
affemblcd in' the neighbourhood of Delhi ; and 
the Imperial tents were pitched on the road 
toward the north. . lie marched in a few days 
at the bead of a great force; but the florin 
which he feared, diffipated j without falling. 

When he was -within a few miles of Lahore, 
exprefles arrived from his fon, who commanded 
the army of obfervation on the frontiers of 
Perfia, with intelligence that Shaw. Abas, who 
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had langulfiied for fome time under a neglefled 
difeafe, expired in. his camp on the twenty- 
fifth of September. This accident,, of which 
a more ambitious monarch than Aurimgzebe 
might have taken advantage, ferved only to 
change the refolutions of that prince froai war. 
I'le confidered that nature Teemed to have dc- 
figned the two countries for feparate, empires, 
from the immenfe ridge of mountains which 
divide them ‘from one another, by an almoft 
impaffable line. 

Death and Shaw Abus was a prince of abilities, and, 
charaaer Touzed, fond of expedition, and delight- 
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m war. He was juft in his decifions, 
mild in his temper, and affable in his conver- 
fa.tion. Deftitute of prejudices of every kindf 
he made no diftindtion of countries, none of 
fyftems of religion. He encouraged men 'of 
• worth of every nation*, they had accefs to. his- 
perfon, he heard and redrefled their grievances, 
and rewarded their meritf' He was, however, 
jealous of his prerogative^ and, he was deter- 
mined to .be obeyed. He could forgive;, the 
guilty, upon being ' convinced of their contrir 
tion 5 but; an infult bn his ; dignity he would 
never forgive. Flis pafffons were naturally, 
ftrohg ; he . broke! often -forth like a flafli - of 
lightning; but when he was .'riioft agitated; .a 
calm was near;- and he feeihe'd to be affiamed 
of the trifles, which ruffled his : temper.,. :He 
loved juftice for. its own fake; and though his 
exceffes in wine gave birth: fometiraes, to; folly, 
they never gave rife to an .atl of injufti'ce. He 
was fond of the company of women .; and his 
love, of ' variety produced the diftenipev : of 
which he died.' : 

Peace with Upoh the death of Sha;w. Abas, bis unde re- 
mained in the comniand of the' : Perfian army.. 

■' ^ ^ He 
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lie fuU a mcjTcngcr !o Aurua^.'che, acquilniln^ a n. 
Imii cf ihc dcaih of hi& ncphcA , anJ iliat lie Iclt 
li.t.i to cl.cofc ctihcr|cace or u.tr. ‘J lie emptror 
rduri.cii feranrwer, lhat hit ouu tinjurc wai 
an.plc; and lhat all he uanted uns to dclcnd it 
f:c:n insult and in\ahon« lhat tiie diUcrpcvirul 
vordi cf Alas ^anhhw^i ulih hit life; for, ccn« 
fvious of his o.vn inic^rii) and {uucr, lhat he 
ncitlicr fearid (he uhii'e, nor die.idcd ihe attns 
of any ptlnce. lie condoled uiilt ihc fannl) of 
blicieh Scfi, fur ilic lofs of a tnointch, wliofc 
irofl cxceptionnMe a«.tioii uat his unprovoked 
r.McP'.pi ujwn Ii.d.a. Aurunp,.wle, however, 
leU a ]>JWcrful arinv’ on hit fruntiert. Ihc IVr- 
fun:n>/Jit Lc induced to derive advnnia;;c front 
the iinincnre prcparaiiuiis uhieh they h.td made; 
and he rcfolvcd lu trtiil nothin;; to their mode* 
raiion. Uhc prince hhau Allinn uat, in die 
mean time, recalled to Delhi. 'Ihc ein|Kror, 
full nf clrcumf} cCion and caution in all hi> ac- 
tions, v*as rcfolvcd to remove temptation front 
hit foil, lie r(.Arcd tint aiiarmy, uneniplovcd in 
j rorci;;n war, mi};lu he converted into an inilru- 
mciit of ambiiicn at home. 5havv Allunt copied 
hi» faii.cr's inodctuiioii and fLlf-dcnial upon every 
occ.'ifion, and he, thcrcfoie, war not to be 
iiuficiJ. 

During the alarm of the Perfipn war, the iri. 
bui.iry fovcrcign of i)i|a|)our began to ihevv a dlf. 
rUped lor tlie Impcrul mandates; and though 
he did not ahfolutdy rebel, hit obedience was full 
of coldiicfs and delay, DilCre Chan, by orders 
from the crurt of Delhi, led an army ngaiml the 
refr.idory tributary. He laid wafle the country, 
and bcfiegcd the prince in his capita). Adil Shaw 
was foon reduced to extremities for want of pro- 
vifions, and he was upon the point of furrendcr- 
tng himfelf at difcrction, when orders arrived 
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from the emperor, in the camp of Dilere, to 
break up the fiege, and to return immediately 
with the army to Delhi. Thcfe unfeafonable or- 
deis proceeded from the jealoufy of >haw Allum. 
lie knew that Dilere was in the intered of his 
younger brother ; and he was afraid that a con- 
qued of fuch fplendor would give him too much 
weight in the empire. He had infinuated, there- 
fore, to hio father, that Dilere had entered into 
a treafonable correfpondence with the enemy. 
Aurungzebe was deceived, and the fiege was 
raifcd. 

Shaw Allum, who had returned ’to the Decan, 
lefided in the city of Aurun gabad. To Jifappoint 
Dilere in his profpetl; of fame, was not the only 
view of the prince, lie meditattd a revolt, and 
he was afraid of Dilere. His father’s orders were 
favourable to his \\ idles. He had received in- 
ftruidions from court to feize the perlbn of the 
fufpeded lord, diould he (hew any marks of dif- 
affetftion ; or to fubdue him by force of arms, 
fhould he appear refraHory. Thus far-the deligns 
of Shaw Allum fucceeded. Dilere, apprized of 
the prince’s fchemes, broke up the fiege, though 
with regret, as the place was on the point of fur- 
rendering. He moved toward Delhi, with a dif- 
appointed army of thirty thou fund Patan horfe, 
and the like number of infantry. 

Dilere arriving within fix miles of Aurunga- 
bad, encamped with his army in an extenfive 
plain. Ihe prince lay under the walls of that 
city with eighty thoufand men. Dilere fent a 
meflenger to Shaw Allum, excufing himfelf for 
not waiting upon him in perfon that evening; 
but he promifed to prefent himfelf in the tent of 
audience by the dawn of next morning. The 
prince called a council of his principal officers, 
who had already fvvorn on the Coran to fupport 
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erected without the walls ; and the emperor him- 
felf took the field the very day on which he re- 
ceived the letters.' He took the route of Agra, 
with great expedition. He arrived in that city 
in three days ; and he immediately detached a 
force to take poffefiion of the important pafs of 
Narwar. Orders were, at the fame time, fent to 
Dilere to march, to Ugein, the capital of Malava, 
and there to join the troops of the province. Re- 
inforced by thefe, he was direffed to encamp 'be- 
hind the Nirbidda, which divides the Decan from 
the reft of India; and there to ftop the progrefs 
of the prince. Diiere, with his ufual adivity, 
complied with the orders ; and prefented formi- 
dables lines, mounted with artillery, at the fords 
of the river. 

The prince, apprized of the ftrong pofition of 
Dilere, and the rapid preparations of Aurupgzebe, 
returned toward Aurungabad. He wrote, from 
that ci’ty, letters to his father. He pretended 
that^ he had only executed the orders of the em- 
peror, in purfuing Dilere. Aurungzebe feemed 
fatisfied with this excufe. His fon was formida- 
ble, and he refolved, by degrees, to diveft him of 
his dangerous power. A rebellion was thus 
begun and ended without fliedding blood. The 
art of the father was confpicuous in the fon. 
Ihey looked upon one another with jealoufy and 
fear ; and it was remarkable, that when both ■ 
were in the field, and ready to engage, they 
had carried their politenefs fo far as not to utter, 
on either fide, a fingle word of reproach. The 
emperor hirafelf, notwithftanding his preparati- 
ons, affecled to fay to his nobles, that he was 
perfedlly convinced of the loyalty of his fon. 

The true fentiments of Aurungzebe, however, 
appeared in the diftinguifliing honours which he 
bellowed on Dilere. That lord had rendered 
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eminent fervices to the empire. In his march to a. n. 
the Uccan againfl Adil Shaw, he had reduced {J''** 
fomc refractory Rajas in the mountains, who, 
having joined in a confederacy, refufed to pay 
their tribute. He deviated from his route into 
the country of liundela, ,and attacked, in his 
territory, the Raja of Uod.f. The fpoils of the 
enemy made ample amends for the tribute which 
had been with-hcId. Near two millions, in jew els 
and coin, were remitted by I^i/ere to the Impe- 
rial ircafury. The tribute of the reduced princes 
was incrcafed j and the fuccefsful general himlelf 
became rich at the cxpencc of his foes. Au- 
rungzebe added honours to his wealth ; and with- 
out throwing any refleflions on his fon, he pub- 
licly thanked (he man who had fo gallantly op- 
pofed his dellgns. 

The general peace which bad been eftablKhed Rebeiioa 
in the empire by the return of Shaw Allum to 
his duty, was, in fome degree, diHurbcd by an 
infurrc^lion of the wild barbarians of the norili. 

The Afgan tribe of Rufoph Zchi, who polTefs 
the heads of the Attoc and the Nil.ib, ruilied 
down from their mountains like a torrent, with 
thirty thoufand men. They fpread terror and 
devaflation overall the plains of Punjab ; having 
inverted their chief with the enfigns of royalty 
under the name of Wahoninred Shaw, This 
prince, in the manifertoes which he difperfed in 
his march, averred his own defeent from Alexan- 
der the Great, and a daughter of the king of 
Tranfoxiana, This genealogy was probably fa- 
bulous ; but the Afgans have high claims on an- 
tiquity. A literary people, like the Arabs, and, 
by their mountains, their poverty, and the pe- 
culiar ferocity of their manners, fecured from 
conqueft, they have preferved among them many 

records 
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records of ancient authority, and undoubted cre-^ 
dit. 

Mahonimed Shaw’s power of doing mifchief was 
lefs problematical than his high defcent.. The news 
of the Af- of his ruinous progrefs was carried to Aurung- 
gans zebe. He-ordered the governor of the adjoin- 
ing diRri£ts to harafs the enemy till troops ihould 
march to bis aid. The name of this officer was 
Camil. Impatient of the infults of the enemy, 
he refolved to attack them with ten thoufand 
Geikers, whom he had collefted from their hills 
round his ftandard. He direOed his march to- 
ward the ferry of Haran on the Nilab, with a 
determined refolution to give battle to the rebels. 
'I'he Afgans, equally defirous of engaging, eroded 
the river with ten thoufand of their bell troops, 
and advanced impetuoufly againd Camil. Morad, 
who commanded the van of the Imperial militia, 
fell in, fword in hand, with the enemy before 
they had formed. They were thrown into 
confufion ; but they obftinately kept their ground, 
and began to furround Morad. Camil, in the 
mean time, advanced with the main body. The 
battle became obftinate and doubtful. Mahom- 
med behaved with a fpirit worthy of his new 
dignity. The reft of his army hallened to his 
relief ; but before their arrival be was defeated, 
and he involved the whole in his own flight. 
The Nilab, unfoitunately for the fugitives, was 
four miles in their rear. They were purfued by 
Camil to the banks. They plunged into the 
river. More were drowned than fell by the 
fword. The reft were diffipated ; and the infur- 
reclion feemed to be entirely quafhed. 

Camil, after this fignal vidory, entered the 
country of the rebels with his array. The go- 
vernor of Cabul had, in the mean time, detached 
five thoufand men, under his lieutenant Shum- 
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Jhir, to oppofe the Afgans. Csmil fat down be- a d. 
fore their ftrong holds, Ihey colledlcd an army 
at the heads of their valleys, and marched down 
upon the Imperialifts. Their tioops were nov/w,- -~r^ 
more numerous than before, but not Irfs unfor- 
tunate. They fell in, upon their inarch, with 
Shumfiiir, whofe army had’ been augmented to 
fifteen thoufand. The battle was obllinate ; and 
the Afganis derived their own defeat from their 
impetuous valour. Strangers to regularity and 
command, they rufhed, without any form, into 
the heart of the enemy, and being fingiy over- 
come, all at lall look to flight. They left fome 
thoufands dead on the fpoc : the furvivors diflipat- 
e.d themfelves in their mountains. 

The inhabitants of the plain country, whoquaftef** 
dreaded the incurfions of thefe rude mountaineers, 
fent deputations to the emperor to requeft a 
force fufficient to extirpate the rebels. In confe- 
quence of this application, ten thoufand chofen 
troops were ordered into the mountains, under 
the condu£l of Mahommed Amin, the paymaller- 
general of the forces. Camil and Shumlhir, be- 
fore his arrival, had joined their forces. They 
marched up, through the principal valley, and 
were met by a third army of Afgans. The rebels, 
averfe to the delays of war, otiered battle upon 
their firfl: appearance before the Imperialifts. 

The aflion was bloody, Mahommed Shaw, the 
pretended defeendant of Alexander, behaved with 
a bravery not unworthy of his anceflor. He led 
his mountaineers repeatedly to the charge. Fired 
with the gallant behaviour of their prince, they 
were not to be driven from the field. The Im- 
perialifts, having fullered much, were upon the 
point of giving way, when a report that the 
prince was flain induced the common foldiers 
among the lebcls to fly. The oiilcers were left 

in 
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A. n. in their pods alone. They formed themfelves 
1669. jn fquadrons ; but they were furrounded, and 
T079’, three hundred chiefs came into the hands of the 
enemy. 1 he flower of the rebel army fell in 
• this adion. Amin, in the mean time arriving, 
purfued the fugitives through all their almod in- 
acceffible vallies ; and levelled every thing with 
the ground but the rocks, into which' a few un- 
fortunate Afgans found a refuge from the fwords 
of th’evidors. 

A £:<“nerai A general peace was now' eftablifhed over all 
the empire. Aurungzebe, to whom bufinefs 
was aniufement, employed himfelf in making fa- 
lutary regulations for the benefit of his fubjeds. 
He loved money, becaufe it was the foundation 
of power ; and he encouraged induftry and com- 
merce, as they encreafed his revenue. He him- 
felf, in the mean time, led the life of a hermit, 
in the midd of a court, unequalled in itsfplendour. 
The pomp of date, he found, from experience, 
was not neceflary to edablifli the power of a princ-e 
of abilities, and he avoided its trouble, as he 
liked not its vanity. He however encouraged 
magni.flcence among his officers at court, and his 
deputies in the provinces. .The ample allowance 
granted to them from the revenue, was not, they 
were made to underdand, to be hoarded up for 
their private ufe. The money is the property 
of the empire,’’ faid Aurungzebe ; and it mud 
be employed in giving weight to thofe who exe- 
cute its laws.” 
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An opportunity offered itfelf to his magnifi- 
the generofity in the beginning of the ele- 

’‘^venth year of his leign. Abdalla, king of the 
Euuian.i. Lefler Bucharia, lineally defeended from the 

great Zingis, having abdicated the throne to his 
inTi Alirrc infrrx TtIo W^y 


Ion Aliris, advanced into Tibet in his 
Mecca. He fent 


to 


a meflage to Aurungzebe, re- 
quelling a permiffion for himfelf and his retinue 

To 



to pafs through India. The emperor ordered 
the governor of Cafhmire to receive the royal 
pilgrim with all imaginary pomp, and to fupply 
him with every article of luxury and convenience 
at the public expqnce. The governors of dif- 
tricls were commanded to attend Abdalla from 
province to province, with all their followers. 
The troops, in every place through which he 
was to pafs, were dire^ed to pay him all mili- 
tary honours ; and, in this manner, he advanced 
to Delhi, and was received by the emperor at 
the gates of the city. Having remained feven 
months in the capital, he was conduced vtlth the 
Japie pomp and magnificcAce to Surat, where he 
embarked for Arabia. 
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CHAP. VII. 


Obfervatms — Education of Eajlern princes — Ge^ 
nius of Aurungzebe — His attention to jujiice’— 
ConWnpt of pomp — Aujierity — Clemency — Kfiow- 
ledge — Public buildings— -Encouragement to letters 
— Charity — Skill in war — Manly exercifes— 
Continence — Accejfhlenefs — Amufements — Cere- 
monies of reception — Creation of nobles — Bu- 
finefs of the morning — noon — and evening — Ob- 
fervations. 


TThOUGH Hiftory lofes half her dignity in 
defcending to unimportant particulars, when fhe 
brings information, Ihe cannot fail, even in her 
molt negligent drefs, to pleafe. The lingular 
good fortune and abilities of Aurungzebe ftamp 
a kind of confequence on every circumftance, 
which contributed to raife him to a throne, which 
his merit deferved' to poffefs without a crime. 
The line of his public condudl, in riling to the fum- 
mit of ambition, has already been followed with 
fome precifion ; but his private life, which pre- 
pared him for the greatnefs at which he had now 
arrived, remains ftill in the Ihade. To bring for- 
ward 
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quiry ; but their attention to the education of 
their children, could not altogether fuperfede the 
inherent prejudices of their country. 

Shaw Jehan was extremely anxious in training 
up hi? fons in all the literature and knowledge of 
the Eaft. He delivered each of them into the 
hands of men of virtue as well as of letters ; 
he raifed the tutors to dignities in the Rate, tjf 
imprefs awe upon their pupils, and to induce 
them to liften to their precepts. Aurungzebe, 
however, was not fortunate in his mafter. His*, 
genius flew before the abilities of the teacher 5' 
and the latter, to cover his own ignorance, em- 
ployed the active mind of the prince in difficult' 
and unprofitable ffudies. Being naturally re- 
markably fefious, he gave up his whole time to' 
application. The common amufements of chil- 
dren gave him mo pleafure. He was frequently 
known, w'hiifl yet he w-as very young, to retire 
from the puerile buffoonery of his attendants^ 
to the dry and difficult ftudy of the Perfian.and 
Arabic languages. His alliduity prevailed over 
the duilnefs of his tutor, and he made a progrefs 
far beyond his years. 

; Time had eflabliffied into an almofi: indifpqn- 
fible duty, that the emperor, with his afleffors, 
the principal judges, was to fit for two hours every 
day in the hall of juhice, to ‘hear and decide 
caufes. Shaw Jehan, who todk .igreat .delight in 
promoting juftice,. frequently exceeded the iifual 
time. Auruiigzebe, while yet but .twelve years 
of age, flood ‘conflantly near the throne ; and 
he made remarks, with uncommon fagacity, upon 
the merits of the caufes w^hich were agitated be- 
fore his father. The emperor feemed highly 
pleafed at abilities which afterwards ruined his 
own power. He often afked the opinion of his 
Ton, for amufement, upon points of equity, and 
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vices of every kind. He was fevere againft 
adultery' and fornication ; and againft a certain 
unnatural crime, he iifued various edids. In 
the adininiftration of juftice, he was indefatiga- 
ble, vigilant, and exad. He fat almoft every 
day in judgment, and he chofe men of virtue, as 
well as remarkable for their knowledge in the 
law, for his affelfors. When the caufe appeared 
intricate, it was left to the examination of the 
bench of judges, in their common and ufual 
court. They were to report upon fuch caufes as 
had originated before the throne ; and the em- 
peror, after weighing their reafons with caution, 
pronounced judgment, and determined the fuit. 

In the courts of the governors of provinces, 
and even often on the benches on which his depu- 
ties fat in judgment, he kept fpies upon their 
condud. Though thefe were known to exift, 
their perfons were not known. The princes, 
his fons, as well as the other viceroys, were in 
conftant terror ; nor durfl they exercife the Jeaft 
degree of oppreffion againft the fubjed, as every 
thing found its way to the ears of the emperor. 
They were turned out of their office upon the leaft 
well-founded complaint ; and when they appear- 
ed in the prefence, the nature of their crime was 
put in writing into their bands. Stript of their 
eftates and honours, they were obliged to appear 
every day at court, as' an exarnple to others ; 
and after being puniffied for fome time in this 
mrmner, according to the ' degree of their crime, 
they were reftored to favour the moft guilty 
were baiiiffied for life. 

Capital .puuilhments were alrnoft totally un- 
known under Aurungzebe. The adherents of his 
brothers, who contended with him for the em- 
pire, were freely pardoned when they laid down 
their arms. When they appeared in his prefence, 

^ • they 



ihc)* vcre rccd^cJ as new fubjeds, net as mvc* 
tcratc rcbcti. Kaiurally inti.l and inolcraic 
through |>oHcy, he fcctncd lo furgci that they 
lud not been a!u ass hit frtendt. When he ap- 
peared in publlci (te ctuihcd his features uitli a 
corapbeent benignity, uhlch picafed all. 'Ihofe 
who had trembled at hit name, from ibe fame 
cf his rigid jullicc, when they faw t.lm, found 
thcmfcKcs at cafe. 'Ihcy could exprefs them* 
fcisca, in hii { rcfcncc, unit (hegrcatctl IreeJom 
and com^xjfurc. Ilitatrability gave to them cunlU 
dence *, and he fecuted to tvlmCclf tb.cir ctUetn 
by the Hiid impartiality* of hit dcwihonr. 

Uis long cxi>cticncc 111 hufmcfi, together ulihitran. 
the acuteneft and ictcntivcncfs cl hiv mmJ, 
dered him madcr even of the detail of ihcathiirs 
of the empire, lie remembered the renti, he 
v.'as thotoughly acquainted uiih the ufages ol 
escry patticubr dlilruh lie was uont to write 
down in hit {voeUerdvooh, every thing that oc* 
curred to him tlirough the day. lie formed a f)r- 
tcmarical UnowlcJgc of every thin; concerning 
tberevenue, from hunntes, to which, u{ion eve* 
ry nccctfary occafion, he recurred, 'Inc gover- 
nors of the provinces, and even the collectors in 
the didricls, when he examined either, on the 
Hate of their rcfpccUvc dcparimcnit, were afraid 
of inifrcprcfcniation or ignor.mce. Iho firlt 
ruined them fur cver^ the latter turned them out 
of their oHIccs. 

Uis public huildingi partook of the temper oft'uVic 
his own mind. They were rather ufcful than^"*‘^'‘K** 
fpicndid. M every Ibgc, from Cabul to An- 
rungabad, from Gur.ci 3 i to Ucng.il, tlirnugb the 
city of Agra, he built imufes lor the uccommo- 
dation of travellers, 'ihefe were maimnined at 
the public expencc. They were fupph'cd wiih 
^'ood, witli utennU of cookery, with a certain 
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portion of rice and other provifions. - The houfes 
which his predecelTors had ereft'ed on by-roads, 
were repaired ; bridges were built bn the fmall 
rivers : and boats, furriifiied for palling the large., 

, In all the principal cities of India, the empe- 
ror founded univerfities ; in every inferior town 
he eredted Ichools. Mailers, • paid from the trea- 
fury, were appointed for the iniTrubtidri ofyoiith. 
Men of known abilities,, honour, and learning,' 
were appointed to examine iiito the progrefs 
which the learners made, and to. prevent indo- 
lence and inattention iri the mailers. Many 
houfes for, the reception of the poof and maimed 
were erecled ; which v/ere endowed with a reve- 
nue from the crown. The emperor, .in the raeah 
time, collefled all the books, which could be 
found on every fubjedl ; and, after ordering many 
copies of each to be made, public libraries were 
formed,- for the convenience of learhed men, 
who had accefs to them at pleafure. He wrote 
often to the learned in every corner of his domi- 
nions, wdth his own hand. He called them to 
court ; and placed them, according to their abi- 
lities, in offices in the Hate ; thofe, who were 
verfed in the commentaries on the Corari, - were 
raifed to the dignity of judges, in the dilFereht 
courts of jullice. 

Aurungzebe was as experienced in. war j as he 
was in the arts of peace. Though his pe'rfohal 
courage was almoll unparalleled, he always en- 
deavoured to conquer more by ftfatagem than by 
force. To fucceed by art threw honour upon 
himfelf j to fiibdue by power acquired to others 
fame. .Such was his coolnefs in a£lion', that, at 
the rifmg and fetting fun, the times appointed 
for prayer, he never neglefled to attend to that 
duty, though in the midll of battle. Devout 
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to exccfsj he never erigaged in a£iion ^^ilhout 
prayer ; and for every viftory, he ordeied a day 
of thankfgning, and one of feftiviiy and joy. 

In the art ot writing, Aurungzcbe excelled Jn Learning, 
an eminent degree. lid wrote many letters with 
his oun h.ind; he correAed always tlje diiflion 
of his fecreiaries. He never permitted a letter 
of bufincls to he difpatchcd, without critically 
examining it himfclf. He was verfed in th^ 

Perfian and Antbic ; he wrote the language ol 
hk nncdlors the TdOgids, and all the various dia- 
ledb; ol India. In llts diflion he was concife and 
nervous; and he reduced all difpatches to a bre- 
vity and prccifion, which prevented all mifeon- 
ftruckion and perplexity. 

Though not remaikable for his flrengih of st ninth* 
body, he was extremely a£live in the cxercifcs mlr/s/*’ 
of the field. lie was dn excellent archer; he 
threw the lance with grace; and he was fo good a 
liorleman, that few men durll follow him in the 
chace. He ynderOood the ufe of fire arms fo 
well, that he flioc deer on full fpecd from his 
horfe. When hd wandered over rlie country in 
purfuil of game, he did not forget the concerns 
of the ftatc. lie examined the nature of the 
foil, he enquired even of common labourers con- 
cerning its produce. He underftoed, and, there- 
fore, encouraged agriculture. Hejflued an edict, r 

that the rents fliould not be rpifed on ihofe' . 
who, by their indufiry, had improved their farms. 

He mentFoned, in the edifl, that fuch praflice 
was at once unjufi and impolitic j that it checked 
ihefpirit of improvement, and impoverilhed the 
ftate: “ And whac joy,” faid he, “ can Au- 
rungzebe hate in pofltfling wealth in the miclH of 
public diftrefs?” - 


Though 


428 

Chaftity. 


Acceffi- 
hlenefs to 
all. 


Amuie- 

meutt. 


THE HISTORY OF HINDOSTAN. 

Though he entertained many women, accord- 
ing to the cuftom of his country, it was only for 
Rate. He contented himfelf with his lawful 
wives, and thefe only in fucceffion ; when one 
either died or became old. He fpent very little 
time in the apartments of his- women. He rofe 
every morning at the dawn of day, and went 
into the bathing-chamber ; which communicated 
with a private chapel, to which he retired for 
half an hour, to prayers. Returning into his 
apartments from chapel, he fpent half an hour 
in reading fome book of devotion ; and then 
went into the haram to drefs. He entered the 
chamber of juftice generally about feven o’clock 5 
and there fat with the judges, read petitions, 
and decided caufes till nine. Juftice was dif- 
penfed in a fummary manner; and rewards 
and puniftiments were immediate ; the difputes, 
which were - not clear, having been already 
weighed by the judges in their own court. 

The people in general had accefs into the cham? 
ber of juftice ; and there they had an opportunity 
of laying their grievances and diftreffes before 
their fovereign. Aurungzebe ordered always 
a fum of money to be placed by his fide on the 
bench ; and he relieved the neceffitous with his 
own hand. ■ Large fums were in this manner ex- 
pended every day; and, as the court was open 
to all, the unfortunate found, invariably, a re- 
fource in the Imperial bounty. 

The emperor retired at nine to breakfaft ; and 
continued for an hour with his family. He then 
came forth into a balcony, which faced the great 
fquare. He fat there to review his elephants, 
■w'hich paffed before him in gorgeous caparifons. 
He fometimes amufed himfelf wdth the battles of 
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tygers and leopards, fomettmes with thofeofgaz- 
zclles, elks, and a variety of ferocious animals. 

On particular days, fquadrons of horfe paffed in 
review. The fine horfes of his own ftables were 
alfo brought, at times, before him, with all their 
magnificent trappings, mounted by his grooms, 
who exhibited various feats of horfemanfhip. 
The balcony in which he fat was called ths 
PLACE OF PntVAcy, as it looked from the ha- 
ram, and the ladies faw every thing from behind 
their fereens of gauze. * 

An hour being fpent at this amufement, the”*® 
emperor, generally about eleven o’clock, made 
his appearance in the great hall of audience. 
There all the nobles were ranged before the 
throne, in two lines, according to their dignity. 
Ambafladors, viceroys, commanders of armies, 
Indian princes, and oflicersi who had returned 
from various ferviccs, were introduced in the fol- 
lowing form ; The Mcer Hajib, or the lord in 
'waiting, ulhers each into the prefence. At the’ 

’ difiance of twenty yards from the throne, the 
perfon to be prefented is commanded by one of 
the mace-bearers to bow three times very low; 
raifing his hand each time from the ground to his 
forehead. The mace-bearer, at each bow, calls 
out aloud, that fuch a perfon falules the Emperor. 

OF THE World. He is then led up, between 
the two lines of the nobles, to the foot of the 
fteps which afeend to the throne ; and there the 
fame ceremony is again performed. He then 
moves llowly up along the Heps, and, if he is a 
man of high quality, or much in favour, he is 
permitted to make his offering to the emperor 
himfelf, who touches one of the gold roupees ; 
and it being laid down, the lord of the privy- 
purfe receives the whole. The emperor fome- 
• times 
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times fpea-ks to the perfon introduced : when he 
does not, the perfon retires, keeping his face 
toward the fovereign, and performs the fame 
ceremonies at the fame places as before, 
and creaf- The introduction of an officer, when he is 
railed into the rank of Omrahs, is the fame with 
that alrdad’y defcribed. When he retires from 
the heps of the throne, the emperor gives his 
command's aloud to clothe him with a rich drefs, 
ordering a fum of money, not exceeding a lack 
of roupees, to be laid before him. He is, at the 
fame time, prefented with two elephants,' one 
male and one female, caparifoned, two horfes 
with rich furniture, a travelling bed elegantly 
decorated, a complete drefs, if once worn by his 
Imperial majefty the more honourable, a fvvord 
hudded with diamonds, a jewel for the front of 
his turban. The enfigns of his rank are alfo 
laid befpre him; fifes, drums, colours, filver 
maces, filver bludgeons, fpears, the tails of pea- 
cocks, filver fiffi, filver dragons, with his titles 
engraved, with a parchment containing his patent 
of dignity, and the Imperial grant of an eftate, 
Thebufi- The hall of audience in the city of Delhi, was 
raoruhig^^ Chelfittoon, or Hall of Forty Pillars, as 

the name imports. In the fquare which opened 
to the hall, the cavaliers, or foldiers of fortune, 
who wanted to be employed in the Imperial fer- 
vice, prefented themfelves completely armed on 
horfeback, with their troop of dependents. ^ The 
emperor fometimes reviewed them; and, after 
they had exhibited their feats of military dexterity 
before him, they were received into pay. The 
ManfebdarS', or the lower rank of nobility, pre- 
fented themfelves in another fquare; artizans, 
with their mofl curious inventions, occupied a 
tiiird, and they were encouraged according to the 

utility 
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Utility ^nd elegance of their work. The huntf- 
men fii(ed a fourth court. They pr^fented their 
game, coufifling of every fpecies of anim.als and 
beads common in the empire. 

Aurungaebe, about one o’clock, retired into noon, and 
the Gulfel Ghana, or bathing-chamber, into which 
the great officers of date were only admitted. 

There affairs of inferior concern, fuch as the dif- 
pofal of offices, were tranfafied. At half pad 
two o’clock, he retired into the harani to dine. 

He fpent an hour at table, and then, in the hot 
feafon, flumbered on a foplia for half an hour. 

He generally appeared at four, in the balcony 
above the great gate of the palace. A mob of all 
kinds of people affembled there before him ; forae 
to claim his bounty, others to prefer complaints 
againft the officers of the crown. He retired at 
fix, into the chapel to pr^ers; and, in half an 
hour, he entered the Guflel Ghana, into which, 
at that hour, the members of the cabinet were 
only admitted. He there took their advice upon 
all the important and fecret affairs of government ; 
and from thence orders were iffued to the various 
departments of the date. He was often detained 
till it was very late in this council, as converia- 
tion was mixed with bufinefs; but about nine, 
he generally retired into the haram. 

Such is the manner in which Aurungzjebe com- obferva- 
monly paffed his time; but he uas not always re-^'®'’ 
gular. He appeared not forae days in the chani. 
ber of juftice ; and other days there was no pub. 
lie audience. When the particular bufinefs of 
any department required extraordinary attention, 
that of others was from neceffity poftponed. Par- 
ticular days were fee apart for auditing the ac- 
counts of the officers of the revenue, fome for re- 
viewing the troops ; and fome were dedicated to * 

fellivity. 
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feftivity. Though Aurungzebe bore all the 
marks of an enthufiaft in his private behaviour, 
he did not flop the progrefs of bufmefs by many 
days of thankfgiving ; for he often declared, that, 
without ufing the means, it were prefumptuous 
to hope for any benefit from prayer# 


A P P E N- 





A D V K R TISEMENt. 


T H E nature of a government is beft undef-^ 
ftood from the power which it communicates to 
its officers. The author of the preceding Hiftory 
has thought proper to fubjoin to his Work 
the forms of commiffions granted by the empe- 
ror to his ferv^ants in the provinces. They will 
ferve to j.uftify his pbferyations on the policy of 
the Imperial houfe of Timur, who were too jea- 
lous of their own authority to commit their 
p-Dwer, without refervation, to the hands of their 
deputies. The Defpot derived the liability of his 
throne from the -opinion which the people form- 
ed of his paternal care of their happinefs and 
profperity. Wanton oppreffion is an adl of folly, 
not of true defpotifm, which leaves to mankind 
a few rights, which render them worthy of being 
commanded. 
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TENOR OF A NABOB'S FIRMAN. 


JL HE mandate of the emperor, the fliadow of 
God, from the fource of his bounty and favour, 
iflues forth like the world-enlightening fun; 
conferring upon the moft rerpe(5led of nobles, 
the pillar of the empire, the llrength of fortune, the 
pattern of true greainefs, Mubariz-ul-dien Chan 
Bahadur, the high ofRce of Lord of the Subadary, 
commander and governor of the province of 
Allahabad, giving into his hands the full power 
of contrafling, dilTolving, appointing and dif- 
miffing, as he ffiall think proper and neceflary 
in that province. But notwithflanding we have 
many proofs of his juHice, humanity, experience 
VoL III, N n and 
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and valour, he muft conform to the fcope and 
meaning of the following direftions, nor permit 
the minuteil article of them to pafs unobferved. 

He muft watch over the fafety and happinefs 
of that country, taking particular care that the 
weak lhall not be oppreffed by the ftrong, nor 
in any manner difpolTeffed of thofe tenements 
which have been long occupied by themfelves and 
their progenitors. 

He fhall make the ufages of the country, and 
the rights of the fubjeft his ftudy, and fhall be 
accountable for the revenues to commiffaries of 
the royal exchequer, after a dedu^ion of the 
neceffary expences of the province, and what 
fhall be received by the agents of Jagueerdars. 

He fhall punifh fuch as refufe to pay the ufual 
duties and ftipulated rents, as an example to 
others j and he fhall, from time to time, and 
repeatedly, tranfmit an account of all his tranfafl:i- 
ons to. the prefence. 

Be it known unto all Mutafiddys, Crories, 
Jagueerdars, Zemindars, Canongoes, Choudries, 
Muckuddums and Ryots, that this moft refpefted 
of nobles is created Lord, of tUe. Subadary, that 

' they 
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they may not on any account difpute his juft 
commands, and that they (hall fubjcG thcmfclves 
to his authority. And (hould any jagucerdar. 
Zemindar, or others, refufe to comply with his 
juft orders or demands, be (hall dirpolTcrs them 
of their lands, and fend a particular account of 
their behaviour to court, that we may judge of 
the fame, and, if thought proper, fend others 
from the prefence to fupply their places. In this 
proceed according to order, nor deviate from it. 


NUMBER II. 

A dewan's commission. 

AS it is feme time Cnee the particular ac- 
counts of the colleflions and di(burfemcnts of the 
province of Moultau, have been tranfmitted to 
the Imperial prcfcnce, we have reafon to fufpeft 
that it is owing to the negligence of the prefent 
Dewan. On that account, we have thought 
proper to appoint the moft oeconomical and exafb 
of our feryants, the CNpcrienced in bufinefs Chaja 
Abdul Aftar, to the odice of Dewan, from the 
commencement of the enfuing term. He is there- 
N n 3 fore 
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fore commanded to proceed in that bufinefs, ad-=^ 
cording to the eftablifhed rules and cuftoms 5 
to infpeft the colleftiohs, of the Malajat and 
Sairjat of the royal lands, and to look after the . 
Jagieerdars, apd in; general all that belongs to 
the royal revenues, the amount of which he is to 
fend' to, the public treafury, after the grofs ex- 
pences of the province , are difcharged according 
to the ufual eftablilhment ; the particular account 
of which, he is at the fame time to forward to 
the pVefen'ce, as well as the accounts of the for- 
mer Dewan. He is commanded to treat the 
Ryots with mildnefs and humanity, that they 
may employ themfelves without difturbance' in 
their buildings, cultivation, ;and other occupations ; 
that theprovince may flourifli and increafe in wealth 
from year to year, under oui* happy: government. 
Let all officers of the revenues, Crories, Canon- 
.goes, and Jagieerdars of the above-mentioned pro- 
vince, acknowledge the aforefaid as Dewan by our 
royal appointment^- and they are commanded to be 
accountable to him vfdfi all , that appertains to 
. f^swanny, and to. conceal nothing from him ; 
tO‘ fubjedl themfelves -to; his . juft commands, in 
thing that is : agreeable to the, laws, and 
tending to the profperit'y . and happinefs of our 
- : ' ^ - / realms. 
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rcilmi. In lliii proctcJ accorJiiig to tlic tenor, 
nordetiate frcinii. 


NUMIIIIR III. 

Tiiion or .1 {AcuoK. 

'mil illuDiioui mandate, necclTary to be 
obc)cd, iiTuct roilh commanding;, 'I1iat the rum 
of thiity lacki of Dimt, atifinj from diiferent 
landi in the I’ergunna of Cbi/cr.abid, polTcIfcd 
by the dower of nobility Minta b'etidon Ueg, ii 
from the commcnecmcnt of the fill hatvcil of 
(be prefent year, confirmed aiidfciilcd in Jagiecr 
upon the moll favoured of ferranis attending the 
royal prefence, Muckirrib Chan Bahadur. Let 
all Chowdrics, Canongoca and tenants who have 
any concern with, or who occupy the abovc- 
nicniioned lands acknowledge him as Jagurdar, 
and pay unto him, or liis agents, the ufual rents 
belonging to the Dewanny without delay of rc- 
fuf.il ; and let the balances that may be due at 
that term be difcliarged to.tlie former incumbent. 
In this matter let, there be no obdruflion, and let 
ft proceed according to the order. 


NUM. 
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number IV. 


A firman orantins lands to a 
*• ^ 

2IMINDAI^. 

ON this aufpidous day, the Firman that com. 
municates joy and happinefs is iffued_ forth. We 
of our royal grace and favour, conferred up- 
on the iearned, devout and experienced Shech Sadi, 
and his children, the extent of two thoufand 
Ngahs of arable land,, in the -Pergunna of By. 
ram.poor, in the Sircar of Einnoge, for his be^ 
nefit and fubfiftence, free of colleffion, to com, 
mence from the beginning of the autumnal fea. 
Ion of the prefent year ; that he may appropri. 
ate the produce of that eftate to his own ufe, 

and exigencies from feafon to feafoii, ' and from 

year to year, and continue to pray for the happi- 
neis and permanence of our reign. Let the 
lords and pubim ofEcers of that country, affign 

the above-mentioned quantity of land, in a good 
fo.l, well meafured, and properly terminated, 
nor afterwards, upon any account whatever, make 
any encroachments upon him 5 nor charge him 



with rents, cuftoms, entrance money, yearly 
prefent, meafurement, &c. charges and impohs 
of the Dewanny, nor for the dues of the empire. 
For it is our pleafore that he lliall enjoy our 
Isounty free and unniolelled, nor be troubled 
from time to time for confirmations of this Fir- 
man. Proceecl according to the order, nor de- 
part from it. 

^ ^ II 1 I j 1 

— / 111 : 

- -dl 1 ij 


number 


! / J < 1 ff -> , ] 

THE TENOR OP A CAZI S nRMAN, 

> t tul iJ iU I 

r T/je Orifar that tljiics fqrib^ like Tate, 

AS in the nurplier oFour aurpicioUs defigns, 
it IS proper .tfiat the people of God fhould be 
conduced trom the dark and^ narrow paths of 
error into the ^ireft road of truth and reafopj 
which^ intention can only be accompli/hed, 
when an upright and devfiut judge, veiled with 
Jus powers, /Iiall be e/labbihed in every city and 
country, to unfold the doors of virtue and 
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jiiftice, before the faces of wicked and defigning 
men. , 

The laudable qualifications being found in the 
difpofition of the learned in the laws, the exten- 
five in knowledge, Eas*ul-dien-Mahommed j we 
have, on that account, favoured him with the 
high and refpedlable office of Cazi .of the city 
of Cabul, commanding him — ^To give the necef- 
fary application to that duty — ^To obferve the 
eflablifhed courfe of the noble law in his enqui- 

♦ 4..^ • ^ % 

ries — ^To pafs judgment in all difputes, and ar- 
bitrations according to the fame noble law, nor 
permit the fmallefl differences in the cafe to pafs 
unobferved— ^To regulate hfs proceedings in fuch 
a clear and diftinfi: manner, as if to-morrow 



aflion muft anfwer for itfelf. 


Be it Imown to all rulers, and 'officers, and 
people, public and private, that the aforefaid 
learned in the law, "^'is confirmed Cazi* of ’ the 

- ' 1 f j ^ I X 

above-mentioned city* of* Cabul ; that they fhall 
pay him all due' refpeflj 'and revere his decifions 

'’'-I'. ' , 

totally and particularly,' paying all dvie obedi- 

f * - » t ^ ' * 5, 

ence to his orders, by fuch officers as he ffiall ap- 

' t t , 

point for executing the laws : receiving fuch of 

< * - ^ J i - * 
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his words as are agreeable to the noble law into 
the ears of their underftanding. In this bufinefs 
proceed according to order, and let none oppofe 
it. 


NUMBER VI. 

TENOU OF A CUTWAL’s FIRMAN. 

- J 

^ AS a particular account of the capacit), ex- 
perience and bravery of Mahommed Bakar, hath 
reached our highland facred pefence, We have, 
of our royal favour coniirnied,,and appointed him 
Cutwal of the city of Dowlatabad. He is com- 
manded to make the practice of fidelity and 
truth his Iludy, that he may be en’ablqd to ex- 
'ecute the duties of his office with propriety. He 
is to take care that the guards and watches of 
that city be ftriflly kept, that the inhabitants 
may be fecured and * protected in their perfons 
and" properly, that they may blefs our happy 
reign, and pray for its duration. 

He is to ufe his utmoft endeavours that no 
thieves, gamblers, or other mifcreants fhall make 

their 
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their appearance, and that no nuifances Ihall b(j 
permitted to remain in the ftreets, or before the 
door of any perfon. That no infidious old wo- 
men, pimps or jugglers, who lead the wives 
and daughters of honeft men into the ways of 
evil, be tolerated, but have their hands fliortened 
from fuch iniquitous practices. That he will, as 
much as poffible, prevent foreftalling of grain, 
provifions, and other things, that the markets 
may be kept low, nor the people fulfer from 
any combinations amongft the Bunias. What 
events may arife of a particular nature, he is 
to fend a, true and faithful account of them to 
the prefence. 

Be it known unto all Mutafiddies, and officers, 
and all men, public and private, of the above- 
mentioned city, .that the aforefaid Mahomraed 
Bakar, is confirmed and appointed Cutwal, and 
that all quarrels and yexatious difputes which 
may arife' in' that city, ffiall be referred to his 
decifion, and that they ffiall fubmit to his arbitra- 
tion, according to the eftabliffied cuftpms of the 
empire. Let this bufinefs be. proceeded on ac- 
cording to order;, and let none oppofe it. 


NUiyt- 
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NUMBER Vir. 

COMMISSION OR PERWANNA FOR A CARKUN OR 
CHIEF OF A DISTRICT. 

TO all Chowdries, Canongoes, Muckuddums 
and others of the Pergunna of Noor*poor, be it 
known. That we have apppinted the chofen in 
office, thefervant of the faithful^ Kinwir Ram, 
to the office of Carkun of the above-mentioned 
Pergunna. They are therefore to acknowledge 
him as fuch, jmd to make him acquainted with 
every general and particular tranfadion in fettling 
or coliefling of which, he is to keep an exaft 
and faithful daily regifterj which muft be attefted 
by the Shackdar, Chowdries and Canongoesof the 
Pergunna, and tranfmitted regularly, every quarter 
to the royal exchequer. He is to take care that 
the ancient ufages and cuftoms of the Pergunna 
fliall not be violated, nor any new imports or other 
innovations be permitted, and to examine the 
books of the above-mentioned Shackdars, Chow- 
dries and Canongoes from time to time, that they 
are regularly kept. He is to receive his own pay 
from the Fotadar of the Pergunna. He is to 
demean himfelf with moderation, juftice and in- 
tegrity, that he may be beloied and refpefled. 

In 
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In this bufinefs proceed according to prder, 
without variation. 


NUMBER VIII. 

COMMISSION OR PERWANNA FOR A CRORIE, 

I 

TO all Chowdries, Canongoes, Muckuddums 
and Riots of the Pergunna of Rehimabad, be it 
known. Since by the mandate that fubjecls tlie 
*worldj and is refulgent as the hin, the office of 
Crorie of the faid Pergunna is conferred upon 
Chaja Mahommed Mauzum ; from the com- 
mencement of next term, they are commanded 
to acknowledge him as fuch, and to be account- 
able to him for the ufual rents and eftabliffied 
rights of the Dew^inny <from term to term, and 
/rom year to year, without fcruple or refufal, 
nor in any manner oppofe his authority in the 
juft execution of his duty in all that refpedls the 
royal revenues j nor conceal any thing general 
or particular from him, that properly pught to 
come under his cognizance.. 

The above-mentioned is ordered to ftudy oeco- 
nomy in his department, and to apply with dili- 
gence 
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gence to his duty, without permitting the minut- 
ell tranfailion in that diftrifi to pafs uiiobferved.' 
To behave with juftice and humanity to the Riots, 
that they may have no canfe of complaint, but be 
encouraged to apply themfelves diligently to their 
various occupations, and that the annual col- 
leSions may increafe yearly,as well as the happinefs 
of the inhabitants. He is from time to time to 
lodge his colleflions in the provincial treafury. 
In this proceed according to the tenor, without 
deviation. 


N U M B E R IS. 

COMMISSION OF A FOTADAR OR TREJSSORER 
OF A DISTRICT. 

TO our honoured and faithful Mirza Abra- 
hlm Crorie of the Pergunna of Mahommed-.abad, 
be it known : That as the office of Fotadar of 
the above-mentioned Pergunna hath become va- 
cant, We have been pleafed to appoint our trully 
and diligent fervant Jaffier Beg to that office. 
You are therefore commanded to give into his 

cuilody 
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cuftody all the rents and cuftoms of the Dewanny 
in that diftrift, and he fhall lodge it with care 
in his treafury ; and you are to take his receipts, 
which you are to fend monthly to the royal ex-' 
chequer, nor are you permitted to keep one Dam. . 
of the revenues in your own hands after the 
Hated periods, and you mufl: beware of treat- 
ing any of his agents ill, which he may fend to 
demand the colleflions. And Ihould there be 
any deficiencies in his accounts, you are to be 
anfwerable for the fame. Enow this to be con» 
firmed, nor deviate from the order. 


GLOSS ART 
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Camngocs, 

Carkun, 


Cazi* 

Cbowdrie. 

CutwaU 

Crms* 

D4m, 

Dewaiu 

Dewanny* 

Firmdn. 

Fotaddr. 

Jagieer, 


yagieerddr. 


Literally, fpeakers of the law : 
Regiftcrs of a diftrift. 

The chief officer of adiftri£t,who 
lett the lands, audited the ac- 
counts, and pieferved the an- 
cient ufages. 

A judge. 

The conftable of a fmall dillrift. 

A mayor of a town. 

The colle£lor of the revenues of a 

diilri^t. 

An imaginary coin, the fortieth 
part of a rupee. 

The receiver*general of the re- 
venues of a province; 

The Imperial revenues of the De- 
wan's department. 

A royal commiffion or mandate. 

The treafurer of a dlftrift. 

An eftate generally granted dur- 
ing pleafure ; as alfo the Impe- 
rial grant itfelf. 

The poffeffor of the crown rents 
of a certain traft of land. 

The land rent. 


Malajdt, 


Muckuddum. 
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glossary, See . 

Muckuddwn. The principal clerk of a fmall de- 
partment, or the chief of a 
village. 

Mutajiddy. A clerk of the chequcjor any writer 

employed about the revenues. 
fThe King’s lieutenant or viceroy of 

a proyince, properly Naib ; but 

Nabobs or , ' r , , -u ' 

<5 changed to the plural number 

ISawab. natives, who addrefs all 

great men in that manner. 
Pergtinna. A diltriO:. 

Perwarma, A commiffion of an inferior nature 

to a. Firman. 

Riots, Tenants, hufbandmen. 

Sairjdi. All kinds of taxation, belides the 

land rent. 

Sircar, A diftridt, fometinies comprehend- 

ing feveral pergunnas ; as alfo 
the principal man ofany bufinefs. 

1 A kind of juftice of the peace, or 
the moft ■ venerable man in a 
town or diftrid of the Mahom- 
medan faith. 

Zemindar, . A polfelTor or farmer of lands. 
Zemindary, The country farmed by a Zemin- 
dar,- which was fometimes of a 
great extent, and formed into a 
kind of county,, having its own 
courts and particular jurifdic- 
tions. 
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Chan flain by Sherc, 31. 

Abdalla^ commands in Guzciat, .51. Rewarded. (or 
Jus Cervices, 148, (Juaftiw an mfurreftioij in Behar, 
170. Difmiflcd from nis govcniment, 176. 

Ahdalhf ICin^ of Bucharia, 418. 

Ablemdd-uUDoyjlat, raifed to the vizarit, 36. His wife 
apd aWc adminiftiatton, 37* 

ABicdd Chaiif 2^. His dcaUi and chapter, 58. 

Adib ShaWf Cues for peace, 150. Defeated by Aurung- 
gebe, 221, 

Af^ns Teb,eJ, 38. A^n rebel and are repulfed, 142* 
Rebel, 415. Defeated* * 

./fgnVt/Awrff encouraged, 37.' .--i , 


Akhfi bis great abilities, i. His empip not fo extenGve 
. as that,of,the.E^atans, -Iiw.dea&,* 4. 

' A/i Afurd 4 n,' .delivers r up. C&ndahar» t'ji,. Rewarded, 
‘1172. • Promotedi ‘178. Made- governor of Caflimire, 
• c-i 185. Invades BuduckChan, 1^4. ; His' death and cha* 
f ''ia^cr, 219* • ■>. 

' VoLt m. G o Aftverdti 


INDEX. 


AUverdii his infoTence, 187- 

(Seif)j his unhappy fate, 112. 

Allum (Chan) returns from Perfia, 61. 

Amur Singhy his raflmefs and death, 19 1. 

Ameid reduces Chittagong, 397. 

(Mahommed) the fon of Jumla, 21 5 . Releafed by 
the Prince Mahommed, ibid. His infolence to Aurung- 
zebe, 409. Sent againft the Afgans, 417. 

Arabian fyftem of philofophy, 2. 

Arfelan AgOy the Turkilh ambaflador, 180. 

j^iph Jahy 35. His daughter married to Shaw Jehan, 56. 

^ Made Viher, 59. ' Oppofes coming to battle, ' 70. 

, . Crofles the Gelum, 92. Refolves to releafe the empe- 
ror, 93. Defeated by Mohabet, 95. Taken prifoner, 
9(5. His conference, 100. And fchemes with Moha- 
bet, I or. Raifes Dawir Buxfli to the throne, 113. 
Defeats Shariar, 114, Proclaims Shaw Jehan, 113. 
Continued in the vizarit, 120. Arrives at Agra, 121. 
In high favour, 122. Commands the army, 144. 
Defeats Lodi, ibid. Demands him of the Nizam, 145;. 
Lays wafte the Decan, 15 1. His death,. 181. His 
charaffer, 183. His family, .184. 

Ajfami'iesy invade Bengal, 172. Their country reduced, 
i 7 ' 3 - 

Attalla Chan killed, 95. 

Azhn Chany oppofes Selira, 3. .Sent to Malava, 5. Abets 
a cohfpiracy,' 6 . Propofes to aflaflinate the emperor, 8. 
Difgraqe, 47. He is releafed, 57. Commands an ar- 
my under his grandfon, 74. 

^ , governor of Guzerat, 180. Removed, but 

pardoneci, 1 8 1 . - ' - - ' 

Azizy his valour, 199. Defeated by ■ Aurungzebe, 200* 

Azmut, the fon of Lodi, his fpirit, 13 1. His gallant be- 
haviour, and death, 134. 

' Aurungzebey born, 60. ' Delivered as an hoftage to Jehan- 
gire, 83. Prefented to his father, 121. His age at his 
father’s accelEon,- 122. ^ Sent to Bundela, 155. .'In 
high favour, 158. Accompanies his father to the De- 
can, 167. Marries the daughter of Shaw Nawaz, 169. 
Jealous of the influence of Dara, lyd. Removed from 

the 
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the Decan, 192,. Sent to Guzerat, 193. Scntto com- 
mand againft the TJfbccs, 199. whom he totally over- 
throws, 200. Befic^es Candahardn vain, 206. De- 
feats the Perfians, 207. Sends' Jumla to court, 217. 
Joins Jumla,,2i9. Tales Bider, 221. Defeats Adil 
Shaw, 222. His plans with Jumla, 223, His cha- 
raOcr, 231. Hears of his father's illnefs, 235. Em- 
braces Morad’s propofals, 236. _ Gains over Jumla, 237, 
M^^rches from Aurungabad, 239. His management of 
Morad, 240. Arrives at the Nitbidda, ibid, Joined-by 
Morad, 241. Defeats the Maraja, 242.-’ Remains at 
Ugein, 243. Turns the rear of Data’s army, 246. 
His order of battle, 247. Hu refolution, 251. Gains 
the battle, 252. His great addrefs, 257. Corrupts 
tlie army of Soliman, 258. Arrives before Agra, 261. 
Sends a mefTage to his father, 262. His conference 
with his filler, ihd> His duplicity and addrefs, 26ft 
His fchemes, 265. Seizes his father, 267. Writes to 
him, 2d8. Deceives Morad, 26^, Prepares to purfue 
Data, 270. His narrow cfcape, 271. He fcizes Mo- 
rad, 272. QucUa the army, 273. Advances to Delhi, 
274. and mounts the throne, 275. Purfucs Data, 29 r. 
Arrives on the Suttuluz, 292. How he. receives the ad- 
herents "Of his brotlier, 294. Marches to Moultan, 295. 
Caufe of his return, zg6. Duplicity toward Suja, 297. 
His preparations againd Suja, 298. Marches down 
along the Jumna, 299. OITcrs battle, 300. Betrayed 
by the Maraja, 301. His refolution, 302. Obtains 
the viflory, 303. His fpccch to the nobles, 304. Ar- 
rives at Agra, 30^. Marches againft Data, 315. Of- 
fers battle, His ilrstagem to deceive Dara, 318. 

Overthrows that prince, 321. Sends a force in purfuit 
of him, 324. Calls a council concerning Dara, 328. 
Condemns him to deatli, 331. His behaviour on feeing 
his brother’s head, 334. Sends an infidious letter to 
his fon Mahommed, 344. Imprlfons him, 347. His 
prudent adminiftrajion, 356^.» Sufpefls his fecond fon, 
358. Expedient againft Soliman, 359. His behaviour 
to that prince, 3<Jo. Receives an embaffy from PerCa, 
362. His humanity, 364. His ficlnefs, 368,1 Con- 
llernation of the people thereupon, 369. His anxiety, 
370. His.refolute behaviour, 371. He recovers, ib/d 
H\s demands on liis father, 372. His heilth perfeftly 
O o 2 refiored, 
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-ieftored;^ 377. His progrefs tq Caflimirc, 378. Hia 
jealoufy of Jumla, 381. Endeavours ’to appeafe Shaw 
Abas II, 402, Sufpeds the Perfians in his fervice, 405, 
His irrefolution, 406. Sends for his hfter Jehanara, 

' 407. Reconciled with the Perfians, 408. He takes the 
field, 409. Alarmed, 413, Rewards D Here, 414. 

- His genius, 421. Attention to juftice, 422. His con-, 
tempt of pomp and flattery, ibid. Plainnefs of drefs, 
.and aufterity, 423. His juftice and clemency, 424. 
His pubjic buildings, and encouragement of letters, 
425. His courage, learning, and manly exercifes, 427. 
His continence, 428. Amufements, 429. His bufi^ 
nefs in the morning, 430, noon and eyening, 431? ' 

B 

Bahdder Shaiu xthsh in Gxxzsxzty 51* ^ 

Bakirj his fuccefsful invafion of Golconda, 139. 

Bandar alTaffinates Chufero, 66. 

Bao Singh fucceeds his father, 48. 

Bengal, difturbances in, 21. 

Bickermdjit, fent into the mountains of Sewalic, ' 5 o, 
Killed, 72. ' 

Bocharas taken, 118. Magnificent reception of its king, 
418. 

Bochari (Ferld) his fpirited refolution, 4. Sent in purfuit 
of Chufero, ii. Defeats that prince, 12. Difabled by 
a ftroke of the palfy, 35. 

Bijapaur, Raja of, beauty of his wife caufe pf his fal^ 
171. 

Bundela, its Raja revolts, 125. 

C 

Calamities^ 1 49. 

Camlahdr, befieged, 18. Loft to the empire, 83^ Deli- 
_ vered up by Ali Murdan, 170. 

Cajim takes Chufero, 16. 

governor of Bengal, takes Hugley, 154, 

Chaja Aicifs, his diftrefs' in the defart, 22. Arrives at La-> 
hore, 23. Promoted, 24. Made high-treafurer, ibid. 
Made vifier, 35. 


Qhanna* 
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Channa-z^d defeats the U/becs, 8.|, 

Chan Chanan, accompanies Purvc2, 42. Difgraccd, 43^ 
Intngucs with the enemy, 55» BcGcgcd in Brampour, 
62. His death, 103 Charafter, 104. 

CharaSlers of the natives of Afia (Irongtj marked, 2. 
Chiitagang reduced, 397. 

Churrum (prmcc) 19 Sent to command the army in the 
Decan, 45. Forces the Rana tp a peace, 46. In great 
favour, tbtd. Returns to court, 47. Carnes feiery 
thing before him, 48 All-powerful m the affairs of the 
Rate, jj. His name changed to Shaw Jehan, 54, 
Chufero (prince), 3 His party ftruck with a panic, 4. 
Received into favour, 5. Medi|atcs to rebel, 6. Re- 
fufes to aflaffinatc his ^father, 8. His plot difcovcred, 
iW. Flics from Agra, 9 Plunders the country, 10. 
Pillages the fuburbs of Delhi, li. Marches toward 
Lahore, 12. Defeat and flight, 13 He is defert^d by 
his adherents, 14 ^ In great diflrefs, 15. He is tgl^cn 
and brought to Ins father, 16. ‘ His behaviour before 
jhim, 17. Clofely confined, 19, Releafed, 56 Dch- 
^vered up to Shaw jehan, ^3.^ His charaftcr, ^4 
’^AfTaflination, 6$. Mapner of it, 66, 

Ctpper-Sheh^i accompanies his father Dara, 323. Bound 
j and dragged from father, 332 Sent prifoner to 
Guahary 333. 

CiKj/w alefealed, 52. j ^ 

Cruert^ {cxcufe for),- 1 20. 

Cuttub rebels m Dehk, 4b Killed with a brick-bat, 41 
i2uitubi king of Tellingana, 213 Imprifons the fon of 
Jumla, 215, Offers terms to the prince Mahommed, 
tbtd Defeated, 217 

Cuttub Chan quells a rebellion in Guzerat, 379. 

D 

Data, 83 Preftnted by AGph Jah to his father, 121. 
His age at his father’s acceffion, 122. Marries the 
daughter of Purvez, 157. Jealous of his brothers, 159- 
Promoted, 175 Marches againft the Perfians, r8d> 
Dangerous licknefs, 190 Speech againft Aurungzebe, 
192. His great jealoufy of that prince, 2io« Unfuc- 
ccfsful againft Candahar, 21 1. Appointed to fucceed 
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to the throne, 212. Poflefles part ,of the Imperial 
power, 214. AiTumes the government, 223. His 
violence, 224. Sends his father to Agra, 225. Turns ' 
Jumla out of his olEce, 226. His filial piety, 227. 
Carries all before him,' His cHarafter, 229. ‘His 
great preparations, 2-44'. Mai'ches againft Aurungzebe 
and Mor^, 245. Charge given him by his father, 
246. His order of battle, 247. His bravery, 249. . 
By gn accident, 250. is overthrown by Aurungzebe, 
251. How received by his father, 255. His flight to 
; Delhi,, 256. Raifes forces, 257." Flies to Lahore, 
274. -His irrefolution, 290. Retreat from the Bea, 
291. Hefitates about giving battle, 292. He flies 
from Lahore, ,293. Flies to '’Bicker, 308. Medi-’ 
tates to retire to Perfia, 309'. Diffiiaded by ' the 
favourite Sultana,' 309. Arrives at Tatta, 310. His 
diftrefs in the' defart,. Arrives at Guzerat,' 311. 

Gajns over the governor, 312. Marches toward- A’gra, 
ibid. Turns toward the dominions "bf the 'Maraja, 313. 
who deferts his caufe, 314. He fortifies himfelf at' Aj- 
mere, 315. Infulted in his lines, ^ 317. Deceived 
by Aurungzebe, 318. Totally defeated, 321.'^ His 
‘misfortunes, 322. Uncommon diftrejTs, 323. Arrives 
at Tatta, 324. Prepares to fly to Perfia, 325'. De- 
tained by his regard for the'' Sultana, 326. - Throws 
'himfelf upon Jehan, ibid. His grief for the^ death of 
the Sultana, 327. Betrayed and delivered to ‘the ene- 
my, 328. Carried with ignominy through Delhi, 329. 
Humanity of the people for him,^ His manly be- 

haviour, ibid. Circumllauces previous to his muifder, 
332. A flaflinated, 333., , Reflefl ions on his death, ibid. 
His head brought to Aurungzebe, 334. 

Daivir BiixJJjy the fon of Chufero,, 74. Railed to the 
throne, 113. A temporary emperof, T14. Depofed 
and murdered, 115. 

Dehere^ deceives Darn, 319. His valour, 320. 

Dt’caii^ a finall part only conquered, 2. Invaded by Shaw 
Jehan, 138. Its princes fue for peace, 15 1. Invaded 
by Shaw Jehan, 166. Submits^ i( 58 . 

T)Ili^rey invades Bijapour, 41 1. Sufpecls the prince 
Shaw Allura, 412. Flies from him, 413. 

Dirh defc’.ts the Nizam, 129. ' ' 

Ihia'afabad (the city of), taken, 145.' The citadel taken 
. by_Mohabet,_ 157. 


Bder 
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E 

Edtr defeated by Abdalla, 52. 

Elephantf killed by Aurung2ebe, 159. 

BhpbantSt of Ceylon and Pegu, 329, j 

Eman Kullt^ 1 1 8. 

Eradtt, receives Shaw Jehan, 137. In danger of a defeat, 
J41. Removed from the command of the army, 242. 
Takes Dowlatabad, 145. 

Eiabar defends Agra againd Shaw jehan, < 58 , * 

j£xra//t«Ar (a dreadful kind of), 17, ^ 

F ' 

FahUrs (remarkable infurreftion of), 385. Quelled, 385. 
Famhiei 363, j ' 

Fedai Chan^ his gallant tefolutlon^ 95, • > 

Fetid* Sec Bochari, 

feizes Shariar, 114. 

G 

Ghazi raifes the flege of Candah'ar, j8. 

Government, becomes fettled and uniform under Akbar, i 
Its effei^s on the manners of the Indians, 2. That of 
the Tartar Moguls, 19. 


H 

Halim advifes the murder of Dara, 331. 

Hidjar Singh revolts, 125. Defeated and flies, 127. 

Taken and pardoned, 128. Revolts, 154. His mif- 
. fortunes and bravery, 155, (His death, ihd. 

Houfe of Timur, extent of their dominions, 3. Their re- 
' venue, 2. Their forces, 3* 

Hugley, taken by aflault, 154. 

Hujfein Begi joins Chufero, 9, His advice to that prince, 
^ 13. Attends him in his' flight, 14. Taken, 16, Put 
to death,' 17. 

Hujein (Abdul), obtains a vi&ory in Malava, 62. At- 
tacks^ Lodi,' 133. 

HuJJnn, tKe fon of Lodi, 134. 

Jam 
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J 

^am (Raja) receives Dara hofpltably, 323. 

Ibrahim defeated and flain, •^6. 

Jehan (Chan), his humanity, 328. 

Jehanara (the princefs), her charafter, 122. Meets -with 
' an accident, 190. Her conference with Aiifugzebe, 
262. ' Deceived by that prince, 262 - Sent for by Au- 
Tungzebe to appeafe the Perfians, ‘407. 

Jehangire, mounts the throne, 5. Cohfirihs, all the laws 
of his father, 6. Purfues his fon Chufefo, ii. His 
behaviour to him when taken, 17. Marches to Cabul, 
18. Perplexed, 19. His defigns againfl: Shere Af- 
kun, 26. Refufes to fee Mher-ul-Nifla, 33. He is 
■ captivated by*'her .charms, 34. Marries her, .ibid. 
Changes her name into Noor-Mahil, 35. Her > power 
. over him, 36. His indolence, 37. Natural impati- 
ence, 43. Removes to Ajihere, 44. A whirh, 46. 
Pays extravagant honours’ to Moin-ul-Dien, 49. His 
magnificence, 51. His reception of the Ehglifh ambaf- 
fador, ibid. Leaves Ajinere, 55. Releafes prince 
Chufero, ^6. Arrives ‘at Mando, Marches into 
Guzerat, ibid, ^ Returns to Agra, ibid. Makes a pro- 
grefs to Cafhmire, 60. ^.His -public works, 61. Re- 
turns to Lahore, 62. Enraged at the murder, of Chu- 
fero, 66. Declares Shaw Jehan a rebel, 69. 
His diftrefs, 70. His dream, ibid. Defeats Shaw 
Jehan, 72. Sufpe^ts Mohabet, 8^. Calls him 

to court, 88. Surprifed and taken in his tent by that 
officer, 90. His Behaviour on the ’ occafion, 91; His 
' great danger^ 95. Marches toward Cabul, 96; Re- 
fufes to put Mohabet to death, 99. Returns to La- 
hore, 100. Declin^es' in his hea.lth, 105. His death, 
106. - Charafter, idy.- ‘ Wrote his own- .memoirs, 107. 
Anecdotes of his private life, ibid. . Scheme of eftablifh- 
ing a new religion, 108. His .violence, 109! Severe 
juftice,. III. His children, I'lO. 

Jihoti, 325. 'Receives Data, 32^. ^ Betrays him, 327. 

Deliver's him up’ to' the eheniy, "J'iS;,.. Revvarded by 
. - Aurungzebe, 330. Slain by the people',' 33'i. 

^am, governor of Bengal, 39. Redubes ^AlTaih, , 172* 
Removed from his government,: 176'. * ^ i - - ■ • 

(Mahommed), his fife' and" charafter,' 213. His 
influence with Aurungzebe, 215. ’ Made vifier by Shaw 

Jehan, 
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Jehan, 217^ Sent to die Bccan, 219. Concerts 1 
fures with Aurungzebc, 223. Returns to Agra, 
Turned out of his office^ 22^. Gained by Aurungz 
237. Imprifoned, 239. Arrives at court, 295. 
refolution, 302. Sent in purfuit of Suja, 303. T 
his rear, 337. Attacks Suja in his lines, 338. Qua 
a mutiny, 340. His fpeech to the army, 342. 
feats Suja, 343. Receives the prince Mahommed, 
Drives Suja from Bengal, 348. He invades Ai 
381. which he reduces, 382, His retreat, death, 
charaffer, 384. 

remarkable inftance of, iii, 112. 

K 


Kilhtirga taken by Aurungzebe, 222. 
Keia flainby Shere Afkun, 31. 


L 

Lad defeated by Abdalla, 52. 

Ltfcafy what, 44. 

L(dt (Chan jehan), accompanies prince Eurvez, 
Commands the army in the Decan, 103. Averfi 
Shaw Jehan, 115. Submits, 123. Affronted at cc 
129. Shuts himfelf up in his houfc, 13 1, His 
trefs, 132. Gallant behaviour and flight, 133. 
tacked at the Chunbul, 134^ Efcapes, 135. Fori 
confederacy in the Decan, 138. Commands t 
forces, 140. Difappointed in his views, 142. 
feated, 144. His flight, 14^, Misfortunes and de 
146. His charaftcr, 147. 

M 

Mahofttmed {i^dxicc), die fon of Aurungzebe, 215. T: 
Hydrabad, 217. Defeats the king of Golconda, 1 
Returns to Brampour, ihid. Employed by his fat 
2<J5. to feize the perfon of Shaw Jehan, 266. W 1 
he cfTefls, 267. Rejefts the offer of the empire, 
Refufed admifllon to his grandfather, 280. Made 
vernor of Moultan, 297. .Joins his father, 298. 
rafhnefs, 299. Purfues Suja, 303. Joined by Jui 
337. Deferts to Suja, 339. Marries that prin 

' ' daugh 
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to his own camp, pr. Cuts ofFSujalt for hla infolcncc, 
92. Carrlss tlic cmpi.ror to his camp, 93. Defeats 
the \Ificr, 05. and takes him prifoncr, g6. Seizes and 
condemn^ to death the empicf^, Hid. Pardons her, 97. 
Manages tlie empire, iliJ. In danger at Cabu!, 98. 
Refigns his power, 99. Obliged to lly, 100. Hia con- 
ference with the \ificr, loi. Pardoned, 102. Rc- 
fidcs with the Rana, 103. Joins Shaw Jehan, 1 14. 
Commands in the Decan, i23» Sent againft the Uf- 
becs, 12?. and into Bundcia, 127. His generous'eon- 
' du£\ to the Raja, 128. Deprived of the command of 
thcarmy, 129. Sent to the Decan, 157. Takes Dow’- 
latabad, 158. Quarrels with prince Suja, Hfd. His 
death and character, idi. Anecdotes of his private 
life, 162. 

Mihjiet (the younger), takes Kilburga, 222. Sent to 
Guzerat, 373. 

Mcraili emperor of the Ottomans, 178. 

JArjJ (prince), dciitcreJ as an Jjoftage to Jehangirc, 83. 
Prefented to his father, 121. Ilis age at hts fathers 
acecHton, 122. DiRinguinies himfclf, 181. Marries 
the daughter of Shaw Na vaz, i 85 . Scntrwitli an army 
againd the Ulbecs, ipd. And through his impatience 
difgraced, 198. Sent to the Decan, 205. Removed, 
on account of his violence, from tliat government, ao8. 
His charaftcr, 232. Propofals to Aurungzebe, 23(>. 
Deceived by him, 240. Commands in tlie center of 
battle, 248. His great bravery, 250. Dccchcd by 
Aurungzebe, 2^9. His counter-plot mlfcarrics, 270. 
He is again deceived, 271. Seized by Ids brother, 272. 
Sent prifoncr fo Agra, 273. His >vife perfuades her 
father, 311. toJoinDara, 312. 

Muhlrrib Chatty his alTcftion for hls fovcrcign, 92. 

Mumtaza Zemaniy .the favourite Sultana Kudfia, 60. 
dies, 149. Pier tomb, 189, &c. 


Nadill Mtdani, a gallant olBcer, 38. 

Nadtray tlie daughter of Purvez» married to Dara, 157. 
Her misfortunes, 322. Overwhelmed with diftrefs and 
ficknefs, 325. Her fortitude, ibid. Her death, -^26. 
Natji fent by Afipli to Mohabet, 1 14* 

Nazir commiflioned to murder Dara, 331. 


Nizavi 
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J^i%am propofes terms, 145'. 

Nm--~Jehan, Vide Mher-ul-Nifla- 

Noor-MahiL Vide Mher-ul-NifHi, 

V 

Peace between India and Perfia, r8. Another pacifica- 
tion, 173. Univerfal peace,' 387. Peace with Perfia, 
410. A general peace, 417- 

Pertjly murders many of the imperial family, 1 1 6. Af- 
fronts Lodi in the prefence, 131- Killed by Lodi’s 
fon, 134. 

Perfia (origin of the quarrel with), 399. 
invefl Candahar, 17. 

Piara Baniy only wife of Suj a, 352* Her refolution and 
melancholy death, 353. 

Pomp of the court of India, 2. 

Porttiguefey complaints againft them, 1.5 3. Dallardly be- 
haviour at Hugley, 154. 

Purvez. (prince), 19. Sent againft the Rana, 41. His 
mildnefs and inexperience, 42. Recalled, 43. , Po- 
litenefs to the Englifh ambaflador, 48. Refides ac Bram- 
pour, 53. Commands the arrny, ibid. ■ Superfecled by 

• the prince Churrum, 54. Purfues Shaw Jehan, 73. 
Defeats Shaw Jehan at the Nirbidda, 75. Totally 
defeats himi in Bengal, 80. His' infenfibility and 
death, 102. His charafler, 103. 

R 

Rahwty taken prifonet, 1 6. Put to death, 1 7. 

Rahim (Abdul) accompanies prince Purvez, 42- 

Raja-Mahily deftroyed by fire, r77. ' ■ ■ 

Raiia rebels, 4i.’ Sues for peace, 45. Breaks the treaty, 
53 - ■ . - - : . . . 

RefeElions on the government of the Moguls,- up- On 
defpotifm, 188. On the caufe of the civil war, 228. 
On the defeat of Dara, 252. On Aurungzsbe’s mount- 
ing the throne, 276. On the reign" and charafler of 
’Shaw Jehan, 282. On the art of Aurungzebei 285. 
"On the death of Dara, 333. On the death of Suja, 
353. On the condiTifl: of AUrungzebe, 355. 

Rhoias (new), taken, 96. > • 

Roadsy improvement thereof by Jehangire, di. 

Rodriguez 
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Rodriguez refufcs aid to Shaw Jchan, 153. 

Rce ^Sir Thomas), amves at Brampour, 48, How re- 
ceived by Purvez, 49. Arrives at Ajmerc, 51. His 
fuccefs at courtj 57. 

(the princefs), her charailer, 122. 

Rujum Sujiivi carries on the Perfian war, dp, 

S 

^aduI/Uf made viCer, 194* Settles tlie aHalrs of Balick, 
198. His death, 214. 

^eahojh totally defeated, tyi. 

Sefif his feeble reign over Perfia, 170. Marches an army 
toward Candahar, 171. Makes peace witlt Shaw Jc- 
han, 173. Propofes to invade India, 183. Plis deatli, 
i3d. 

Stif commiflioned to murder Data, 331, 

StliTtit intrigues againft him, 3. Mounts the throne, 4. 
AiTumes the name of Jcliangire, 5. Captivated by 
Mhcr-ul-NifTa, 25. 

Siwajtf liis depredations, 3<Jj. War wltli him, 388. 
His ftrangc condufl, 392. infoicnee to Aurungzebe, 
ibid. His flight, 393. 

Shaijla Chatty commands an army in the Decan, 138. 
The eldell Ton of AHph Jah, 184. Second in command 
before Hyderabad, 217. SVrites a letter to Aurung- 
zebe, 247. Betrays Dara, 255. Condemned to death, 
258. Befeued, 260. His panic, 303. Invades Ma- 
labar, 3^5. A plot to ailairmate him, 3^7. Made go- 
vernor of Bengal, 395. Gains over the Portuguefe, 
39(5. Reduces Chittagong, 397. 

Shaw Abash 18. A great prince, 117. Surprifes Can- 
dahar, ($7. His death and charafler, 1^6. 

Shaw Abas II. his acccflioii to the throne of Perfia, 203. 
Takes Candahar, 206. Enraged againft Aurungzebe, 
401. His death and charafler, 410. 

Shaw Allum (the prince), his art, 357. Sufpedled by- his 
father, 358. Declared heir of the empire, 3(53. He 
intrigues for the throne, 369. Sent to the Decan, 374. 
His jcaloufy of Dilcrc, 411. His defigns to rebel, 412. 
Purfues Dilerc, 4^3. Drops his defigns, 414. 

Shaw 
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his unaccountable behaviour, i8. Defeats the 
Afgans, 38. Quells art infurredlion, 53. 

Shaiv JehaHy 54. Succefs in the Decan, 55. Sent to 
quell the infurgents, 62. Sufpefled of aflaffinating 
Chufero, 66. Rebels, ihid. Aflumes the imperial 
titles, 67. Attacks Agra to no efFeft, 68. Forms his 
camp at Ferid-abad, ibid. His demands on his father 
refufed, ibid. Endeavours to excufe himfelf, 69. Is 
totally defeated, 72. His valour, 73. His party de- 
feated in Guzerat, 74. Defeated at the Nirbidda, 75, 
Flies to Orixa, 76. Reduces Bengal, 77. and Behar, 
ibid. Divides his army into three divifions, 79. Pre- 
pares for a£l:ion, 80. Totally defeated, ibid. His 
bravery, 81. Flies to the Decan, 82. Befieges Bram- 
pour, ibid. His affairs ruined, 83. Is pardoned by his 
father, ibid. Prepares to rebel, 10 1. Informed of the 
death of his father, 1 14. Marches toward the capital, 

1 15. Proclaimed emperor, ii<5. His titles, 120. 
His Pomp, ibid. Attention to bufinefs, 12 1. His chil- 
dren, 122. His great abilities, ibid. Vigour of his go- 
vernment, 125. His clemency, 127. Enraged againft 
Lodi, '129. Alarmed at his efcape, 136. Prepares to 
invade the Decan, 137. Arrives and detaches, armies 
into the enemy’s country, 138. Refides at Brampour, 
140. His vigilance, ibid. And magnificence, 14 1. 
Rewards Abdalla, 148 Remits the taxes, 149. to 
thofe who had fuffered by a public calamity, 15 1. Re- 
turns to Agra, 152. Persecutes the Plindoos, 153. 
Enraged againfl the Portuguefe, ibid. Sends Mohabet 
to the Decan, 157. Progrefs to Cafhmire, 160. ^^Re- 
turns to Agra, 163. Refolves to invade the Decan, 
166 Leaves Agra, 167. Lays wafte the enemy’s 
country, 168. Reduces the Decan, ibid. Returns to 
Ajmere, 169. Makes vpeace with Perfia, 173’. A foe 
to oppreffion, 176. Punifhes oppreflive governors, 177. 
His excellent government, ibid. His juftice, 184. 
Gardens of Shalimar, 189. Arrives at' Agra, ibid. 
Sends his fon Morad againfl the Ufbecs, 196. Dif- 
graces that prince for difobedience, 198. Returns to 
Lahore, 202-. Jealous of his fons, ibid. Refides at 
Delhi, 204. Makes Jumla vifier, 217. Makes a tour 
to the north, 218. He falls fick, 224. Removed to 
Agra from Delhi, 225. Recovers, 22(5. His favour 
for Dara, 227. His great perplexity, 244. His charge 

to 
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to Data, 246. His behavioui to him after his ilcfeat, 
255. Writes to him, 2^)4. .His. letter Intercepted, 
265. His fchemes to febe Aurungzebc, ibid. He is 
deceived and taken, 2^6. OiTcrs empire to Ma- 
homraed, 267. How he receives the news of Aurung- 
zche’s having mounted the throne, 279, Redeflions 
on his reign, 281. And charafter, 282. Reje£ls the 
, propofals of Aurungzebe, 372. His fierce anfwer to 
his fon, 373. His death, 389.' Anecdotes of his pri- 
vate life, 390, 391. 

ShavirioTf appointed by wiU to fuccccd to the throne, 1 13. 
Defeated, 114. 

Sbere Afkiut^ 21. Marries Mher-ul-bfida, 25* His fpi- 
rit and high hitth, 2ri. Fights an,d tliough unarmed 
kills a tyger, 27. Defeats a de/ign againfl his life, 28. 
Dlfcorafits forty aifaflins, 29. He b murdered, 31* 
(Amir) rebels, 41. x_ 

Solimatii tlte fon of Dara, 234. Surprifes and defeats 
Suja, 235. Deferted by his army, 287. Flies to Se- 
rinagur, 288. His dight, 359. lie is taken and deli- 
vered up to Aurungzebe, 360. His bcliaviour in tlte 
prefence of that prince, 362. 

Succejjton to tlie throne (the mode of), 1 19. 

Suja (prince,) prcfeiited to his fatlier, 121. His age at 
his father's acccHlon, 122. Married to the daughter 
of Rudum Suifavi, of the royal line of PerHa, 157. 
Expences on the maniage, ibid. Sent to command un- 
der Mohabcf, 158. Is recalled, 160. Promoted, 175, 
Made governor of Bengal, 176. Narrow efcape, 177. 
Sent to command in Cabul, 203. Returns to Bengal, 
2 o<5 . Pays his refpef^s at courtj 209. His charaftcr, 
230. He takes tlic field, 233. Surprifed and defeated 
by Soliman, 235. His preparations againfl Aurung- 
zebe, 29(5. On full march, 298, Fortifies himfclf, 
299. His great refoludon, 301. Defeated, 303, 
Wat agaipft him, 336. His preparations, 337. At- 
tacked in his lines, 338. Retreats, 339. Defeated 
near Tanda, 343, His fufpicions, 343, and generous 
behaviour to Mahommed, 34^. , Driven from Bengal, 
348. Takes refuge in Arracan, 349. His uncommon 
misfortunes, 350. Ordered to leave Arracan, 351. 
His refoludon, bravery, misfortunes, and murder, 352, 
Deplorable fate of ius family, 353. 
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Zujaiti quells an infurredion in Bengal, 39. Slain by 
Mohabet, 92. 

Stma Banu (the princefs), her mild and amiable charac» 
ter, 122. 


T 

Tartars^ their ideas on government, 1 19. 

Tirbiety fent ambaflador to Perfia, 400. Ill received by 
Sha'w Abas, 402. -His return from Perfia, 405. 

^lukt ’laoosy the famous peacock throne, 164. 

• U 

Vyier Bee flain, 95. 

UJbeeSy their irruption, 84. Their decline, 117. Civil 
commotions, 118. Invade India, 124. Repulfed, 
125. Another irruption, 129. Embafly to them, 164. 
Incurfions, 191. Defeated by the prince Morad, 1961. 
Their prince flies to Perfia, 198. Overthrown by Au- 
rungzebe, 201. They fubmit, 202. Apply for aid, 
207. 

W 

^ a///, 'king of the Ufbecs, flain, n8. 

J^ar'y with the Ulbecs, 195. On the coaft of Malabar, 
365. In Bijapour, 41 1. 


Z 

Wine of Shirazy 272. 
fiffer Jung feizes Morad, ibid, 

Zimaity the fon of Mohabet, joins his father,^ 123. Com ; 

mands the army, 152. Death, 169. 

Zingisy the XJfbec, invades India, 1 29. 
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GLOSSARY, &c. 


Muckuddmiu The principal clerk of a fmall de-^ 

partment, or the chief of a 
village. 

Muta/iddy. A clerk of the cheque^or any writer 

employed about the revenues. 


Nabob, or 
Nawdb, 


Pergiiana. 

Perwamia, 


fThe King’s lieutenant or viceroy of 
a proyince, properly Naib 5 but 
<1 changed to the plural number 
by the natives, who addrefs all 
. great men in that manner. 

A diftridt. 

A commiffion of an inferior nature 
to a. Firman. 


Riots, 

Sairjdio 


Tenants, hufbandmen. 

All kinds of taxation, belldes the 
land rent. 


Sircdr, 


Shechdar, 

Shackdar, 


or 


Zemindar. 

Zemmdary. 


A diftridt, fometimes comprehend- 
ing feveral pergunnas ; as alfo 
the principal man ofany bufinefs. 

A kind of juftice of the peace, or 
the mofi: • venerable man in a 
- town or diftria of the Mahom- 
medan faith. 

A poffelfor or farmer of lands. ' 

The country farmed by a Zemin- 
dar, which was fometimes of a ' 


great extent, and formed into a 
kind of county, having its own 

courts and particular jurifdic- 
tions. 
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flam by SKerc, 31 

AhdaUof commands m Guzerat^ 51. Rewarded (or 
Es fcrviccs, 148. Quafhcs an infurre£lioa in Behar, 
X70 Difmiflcd from his government, 176, ^ 

Ahdalla, King of Buchana, 418 

Ailemdd-uI^Dowlat, raifed to the vizar^t, 35 His wife 
and able admimflration, 37* 

AHtcdd Chan, 3d His death and charafler, 58 
Add Shaw, fucs for peace, 150 Defeated by Aurung- 
zebe, 221. 

Afgans rebel, 38 Again rebel and are repulfed, 142 
Rebel, 415. Defeated, 4 * 7 * 

Agriculture encouraged, 37 ^ 

Akhaf", hi? great abilities, i. His empire not fo extcnCvc 
a? ihzt of the patans, 2 His death, 4 
Alt Murddn, delners up Candahar, 171. Rewarded, 
172 Promoted, 178 Made governor of Cafiimire, 
185 Invades Bududwih^, 294. His death and cha- 
nger, 219 
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